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Dear members,
I believe the Tawny Owl survey that the Society and Essex Field Club started in January this year is doing well… so far I
counted 72 sightings (and hearings) from January to early November in 2016, compared to a mere 43 for the same period in 2015. Thank you for your continued support. The Hen Harriers, in contrast, are rather scarce, as you may well
know if you attended Dr Mark Avery’s talk at EBwS at the beginning of November. There were 55 reports of Hen Harrier sightings from our Essex members from January to mid November in 2015 compared to only 34 for the same period
this year. However, there is no shortage of waders on our Essex shores and you might well want to have a look for
yourselves with the help of some of the events listed below. Happy birdwatching, Dominique.

Talks at EBwS ...
Join us on Friday 2nd December 2016 at 8pm for a talk about
BIRDS AND WILDLIFE OF NORTHERN CYPRUS by Steve Cale. Venue: Quaker M eeting
House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL

Steve Cale, artist and tour leader, author of “Where to watch birds in Northern Cyprus” has visited this area, including the Karpaz Peninsula, for many years to see the wealth of birds, reptiles, butterflies, insects
and flowers which creates a superb Mediterranean Island. Expect a photographic journey with perhaps Cyprus Pied Wheatear, Cyprus Warbler, Bonelli’s Eagle, Pallid Harrier or European Roller?
From www.smartartgalleries.com/artists/Steve-Cale:
”I live and work in North Norfolk, with bird-watching and my wildlife art being the
primary reasons to live here in this wonderful area. I paint in watercolours and
acrylics with all aspects of the natural world appearing in my paintings. I have a
particular love of birds and leading bird tours around the world gives me endless
subjects to paint.”

Other Bird Talks

FOR OTHER TALKS/WALKS/ACTIVITIES IN THE ESSEX AREA WHICH ARE
NOT LISTED IN THIS NEWSLETTER, PLEASE SEE YOUR RELEVANT LOCAL
RSPB/WILDLIFE TRUSTS’ GROUPS, AS I CAN ONLY INCLUDE BELOW A
FEW OF THESE EVENTS:
Thursday 8 December, “A Polar Odyssey” 8.00pm - 9.50pm . Price: £3.50 (including tea/coffee/juice and biscuits
in the interval). Brenda & Ralph Todd. Expect to see penguins and black-browed albatross on the Falkland Islands;
Weddle & crabeater seals and humpback whales on the edge of the Antarctic Peninsular; snow bunting, ptarmigan,
long-tailed skua, Brunnich's guillemot and dazzling little auk North to Spitsbergen. Venue: Northumberland Theatre,
Writtle College, Lordship Road, Writtle
9 December
RSPB Havering Indoor Meeting - Christmas Social
Our annual get-together before the Christmas rush, a time for exchanging Christmas cards, chatting, a quiz,
a raffle and of course the buffet supplied by all of our members. Do come, it’s a fun evening and entrance is
FREE. Upstairs Meeting Room at Hornchurch Library, 44 North Street, RM11 1TB. Telephone 01708
434903. Meeting starts at 7:45pm and ends at 9:45pm.

Tue, 06/12/2016 - 10:00am - 4:00pm –“Trees in Winter”, Essex Wildlife Trust, Venue: Abbotts Hall Farm, Great
Wigborough, Colchester, CO5 7RZ. The course will take a practical look at tree identification at a difficult time of
the year using buds and bark as key identification features. If you know the tree, you might find the bird who likes
that tree!
Sat, 10/12/2016 - 10:00am - 12:00pm - Introduction to the Birds and other Wildlife of the Ingrebourne Valley,
Essex Wildlife Trust. Join local naturalist Dave McGough on a walk around Hornchurch Country Park and the surrounding Living Landscape to experience the fantastic array of wildlife that the valley holds. Suitable for beginners.
Binoculars and scopes will be available to use. Meet at the visitor centre. Every 2nd Saturday of the month.

Tue, 13/12/2016 – “Wild Bird Identification”, 10:00am - 4:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust. Venue: Abbotts
Hall Farm, Great Wigborough, Colchester. A chance to study and better identify those waders, wildfowl
and gulls that grace our shores during the winter period.
Wed, 14/12/2016 - 8:00pm - 10:15pm - Illustrated Talk: Fingringhoe Wick, Essex Wildlife Trust
Venue: Friends Meeting House, Butt Lane. Talk by EWT warden, Matt Cole, on the past, present and future of the
first reserve acquired by Essex Wildlife Trust.

2-4 Dec 2016, BTO annual conference “Birds in their habitats” at the Hayes Conference
Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire, DE55 1AU.
Sunday 11th December, 10:00 am- 12:00 am Walthamstow Wetlands - Guided Walk & Talk. Find out about
the transformation of the Walthamstow Reservoirs into one of the largest urban, wetland nature reserves in Europe!
Walthamstow Wetlands, London N17 9NH

Next Field Trip with EBWS
Sunday – 11th December 2016
WALLASEA ISLAND RSPB (no coach)
Meet at 9am at the reserve’s car park.
A site with so much potential located between the Crouch and Roach Rivers. Shorteared Owl, Merlin, Marsh Harrier, Peregrine Falcon, Barn Owl, Corn Bunting,
Red-breasted Merganser, grebes, divers &
waders are amongst the species expected to
be seen. No facilities on site.
Please note: report on our website of one
Hen Harrier (ringtail) at this site on 8
November!
PS: you can vote for Wallasea: see
“other news” below
Other Field Trips
26 November RSPB Havering Coach Outing - RSPB Ouse Washes, Cambridgeshire
There is a Visitor/ Information Centre with a separate toilet facility. No catering facilities. For
more information or to book call Mike Hughes 01708 250585 or email: mich@elhughes.wanadoo.co.uk. Seats cost £18.00 each. Last booking date: 18 November (I know I
missed the deadline, but give them a call anyway if you’re interested!)
10 December RSPB Havering Christmas Ramble – RSPB Rainham Marshes NR
Come and join us for a gentle stroll around our local RSPB reserve. A modern visitor centre with
a café, gift shop and toilets. Meet in the reserve car-park, off New Tankhill Road, Purfleet at
10:00am. For more information, call Mike Hughes 01708 250585 or email: mich@elhughes.wanadoo.co.uk
Sunday 18 December, Walk at Whetmead with RSPB Chelmsford Group. Meet in the reserve car park, CM8 1HY. We'll be looking for winter thrushes and finches. Wellies are essential
as the ground may be wet and very muddy. Time: 10.00am. Price: No charge. Telephone:
07985 796657. E-mail: vivconnett@mail.com

Fri, 30/12/2016 and Sat, 31/12/2016 - 10:00am - 12:00pm - Essex Wildlife Trust, Venue: Langdon Visitor Centre.
Winter Walk on the Reserve. As well as some amazing wildlife habitats Langdon Nature Reserve has a fascinating
history. Join us for a guided walk on the Reserve to find out more about the former Plotlands. Following the walk
the Haven museum will be open to visit. Booking essential.
Sat, 03/12/2016 - 9:30am - 3:00pm Abber ton Reser voir Visitor Centr e. Bir ding day - Can we beat 65 species in
a day? Get out and about on the nature reserve and around the reservoir to see how many species you can identify in
the day. Our expert will help you with your basic identification skills. Places limited to 6 so please book early to
avoid disappointment.
Sat, 10/12/2016 - 10:00am - 1:00pm, J oin our Woodland Ranger Ashley for a walk thr ough the r eser ve to look
for our winter residents! Meet at the Belfairs Woodland Centre to join Ashley on a walk through the Belfairs reserve. We will be looking for resident such as great spotted woodpecker, nuthatch and tree creepers and migrants
like woodcock, redwings and brent geese. Ideal for age 12 upwards. BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. See EWT website.
Sun 18 dec 12.30pm-3.30pm, a special two hour low tide trip. Tickets: 3hr trip £40 pp, 2 hr trip £28 ppo with a
limit of 8 people per trip. Advance booking essential. Call 01621 862960 9am-5pm Mon-Fri. Join Essex Wildlife
Trust afloat for our special bir dwatching boat tr ips, explor ing the shelter ed water s and mudflats ar ound
Tollesbury and Mersea, with expert local guides: brent goose, avocet, red breasted merganser, winter waders.
Sat 28 Jan, 10:00am-4:00pm. Cheshunt for Goldeneye, Goosander, Water Rail, perhaps Smew & Bittern. Roy
Woodward. Meet 10:00 Cheshunt Stn (NR L’pool St). Bring lunch. (Toilets.) (London Natural History Society
www.lnhs.org.uk)

Other News


A trail featuring wildlife characters from the “Brambly Hedge” children's books by Jill Barklem has been
opened at Abberton Reservoir at the end of October 2016. From now on, young people can follow a track and
come upon wooden sculptures of the Brambly Hedge mice, Lord and Lady Woodmouse, Mrs Crustybread,
Wilfred Toadflax, amongst many characters and discover some of the local wildlife in the process.



Look up EBwS bird photo gallery on our website to see a watercolour of a Dusky Warbler by Mr Richard
Allen. I love it! You’ll find it on the date of 23 Oct 2016. Certainly better than my photos!



Tollesbury Wick has won first place fr om the Maldon Distr ict’s Conservation & Design Awards for its
Wetland Restoration Project



The first Bewick’s Swan to ar r ive back at Welney Wetland Centr e was GPS-tagged “Daisy Clarke”
around 7th November. There are now, mid November, 4262 Whooper Swans and 305 Bewick’s Swans at
Welney.



A 240 year old Silver Swan will come to London in February 2017… at the Science Museum “Robots” exhibition. It is currently awaiting transport at the Bowes Museum in County Durham…



Please VOTE for the Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project!

“The Wallasea Island Wild Coast Project has been nominated by the Institution of Civil Engineers for a
People Choice Award – all that is now needed are votes to win.
As you know, recent work at Wallasea Island under an ECC planning permission has involved the RSPB
working alongside Crossrail, and has already created Jubilee Marsh 165ha of intertidal habitat, 155 ha
grazing marsh and a 70ha complex of saline lagoons and saltpans, with a further 260ha of coastal lagoons
proposed to follow.
With 101 pairs of breeding avocets this year RSPB Wallasea Island is on track to support the largest number of breeding avocets on any site in the UK, with potential for new colonists like black-winged stilts and
the return of breeding Kentish plovers. Visitor numbers are already at 18000 per year and increasing.
Please support this remarkable Essex Project by voting at https://www.ice.org.uk/careers-and-professionaldevelopment/what-is-civil-engineering/peoples-choice-award/wallasea-island-wild-coast-project
BEFORE 30 NOVEMBER. All par ticipants who vote will be enter ed into a dr aw and could win a
Nikon camera.”
Chris Tyas, Wallasea Island Project Manager, RSPB, 1 Old Hall Lane, Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Maldon Essex
CM9 8TP. Chris.tyas@rspb.org.uk, Tel:01621862621, mobile: 07736 792481



Latest Common Crane survey reveals record breaking 48 pairs across UK in 2016 with a total population of an
estimated 160 birds - its highest number since they returned to the UK in 1978 after an absence of more than
400 years. From: http://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/rspb-news/news/432824-record-number-of-common-cranes
-in-uk



The Cirl Bunting is no longer on the brink of extinction following a "remarkable" recovery, the RSPB has said.
From BBC News (17th Nov): The Cirl Bunting breeding numbers have increased from 118 pairs in 1989 to
1,078 pairs this year. The RSPB said its recovery came after conservationists worked with farmers to help them
take advantage of wildlife-friendly farming funding schemes. They included growing spring barley - which
after harvest is left as weedy stubble to provide seed for the cirl buntings - and planting grassed areas along the
edges of field to provide insects and spiders for them to eat in the summer.” More on: http://www.rspb.org.uk/
our-work/rspb-news/news/433454-rare-farmland-bird-reaches-major-milestone



The Grey Jay has been named Canada's national bird! “The Royal Canadian Geographical Society (RCGS)
began its search for a national bird last year and after 50,000 ballots were cast online, the finalists were whittled
down to just five contenders: the Canada goose, the common loon, the grey jay, the black-capped chickadee
and the snowy owl but the Grey Jay was recommended as Canada’s national bird.” For more, see http://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-38008160
Sounds better than a Robin to me…!

Soon time to renew your Membership
You can renew your membership now befor e the end of the year . Member ship costs just £16 for a year (£4 for
junior members). Forms can be downloaded from our website and sent to our membership secretary: Mr PETER
DWYER, 48 CHURCHILL AVENUE, HALSTEAD, ESSEX, CO9 2BE. Membership entitles you to our yearly Essex
Bird Report and the Essex Birding Journal published twice a year.

Essex Field Club

Exhibition and Social Meeting
Saturday 3rd December 2016
11:00 - 4pm
This is the event when different naturalists and
natural history groups can showcase what they
have been up to in the county in the previous
year. It is a great opportunity to see what the
members, groups, related societies and clubs are
doing

Thank you for adding all your sightings on our website
(EBwS.org.uk)!

