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Dear Essex Birders
I really enjoyed taking part in the BIG County Birdwatch which ran from 20th - 23rd September 2019. It was just great to see so
many people getting out all over the county and getting involved in this marathon Essex Birdwatching Society 70th birthday
celebration. Full results will be published in the next issue of ‘Essex Birding’ at the end of 2019.

Steve

Society Events for October 2019
Indoor Meeting

‘HOOKPOD’ - Friday 4th October 2019
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Free parking on site or in either Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car parks (charges apply).

Becky Ingham from Hookpod Ltd demonstrates this excellent invention that benefits the birds
that roam the southern Oceans without affecting the catch yields of the fishermen. Species like
the Wandering Albatross, Petrels and Shearwaters can glide over the waves safely without the
fear of becoming caught by conventional fishing methods.

Field Trip (Non-coach)

THE NAZE & HOLLAND HAVEN - Sunday 13th October 2019
‘Free’ event. Meet in the main Naze car park at 09:00 (parking charges apply). Postcode CO14 8LE.
Free parking is available in Naze Park Road which is a 5 minute walk from the Naze car park.

A trip to the north-east of the county starting at the Naze and around the John Weston reserve
area for winter migrants such as Short-eared Owl, Fieldfare, Redwing, Wheatear, Firecrest, Brent
Geese and the possibility that a rarity might be found like Yellow-browed Warbler, Ring Ouzel or
Wryneck. Then on to Holland Haven during the afternoon to complete the day in NE Essex.

Wryneck by Steve Grimwade
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Short-eared Owl by Steve Grimwade
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September Field Trip Report Dungeness, Kent - Sunday 15th September 2019
The first EBwS birding field trip of the season set off bright and early from our new departure point on Meteor Way in Chelmsford. Following
pickups in Shenfield and Grays (where we saw a Mistle Thrush on a bus stop!) the fully laden coach made its way south over the Thames.
The customary comfort stop was somewhat delayed (McDonald’s had run out of bacon!) and we arrived at Dungeness by 10.45am. First
point of call was ‘the patch’, an area of coastline adjacent to the power station. En route to the beach a juvenile Stonechat was spotted in an
area of scrub and we were able to get scope views, albeit slightly hazy in the heat. On the beach clear blue skies meant visibility was good
and within minutes we had picked out groups of Sandwich Tern flying east, regularly plunging into the water for food. Several Gannet were
seen further out, both adult and juvenile birds, their long wings and dagger-like bills unmistakable in the morning sunshine. A large group
of gulls, mainly Great black-backed and Herring, were boisterously following a trawler looking for easy pickings and Common Tern also
passed by. Steve Grimwade, who was leading the walk, picked out a fast travelling Little Tern and a second was spotted a short while later.
The group remained on the beach for a few more minutes trying to find a skua but this proved unsuccessful so we headed back towards the
scrub. As we passed the old lighthouse small groups of Meadow Pipit and Pied Wagtail could be seen feeding and chasing each other as well
as several Linnet that flew overhead calling. The first Black Redstart of the day was soon spotted and this was shortly joined by a second bird
and then, briefly, by a splendid Yellow Wagtail for a few moments. A short walk north brought another four Black Redstart as well as more
Linnet with distant views of Marsh Harrier and two Sparrowhawk soaring the thermals. The group boarded the coach for the short trip to
the RSPB reserve, with some members disembarking to visit the ARC pits where Green and Common Sandpiper were seen. The main party
stopped for lunch opposite the visitor centre and then slowly walked back towards the ARC pits, stopping to admire a fine Wheatear along
the way. Great White Egret and Marsh Harrier were seen to the east and a flock of Golden Plover sparkled over the roosting Great Blackbacked Gulls. We reached the pits, passing the others on the way back, and settled in the Hanson Hide with Lapwing, Golden Plover, Teal
and Pochard in sight. A lovely group of four Garganey were hard to spot at first, heads tucked under wings, but a female obligingly went for
a swim showing good views of her stripy head and the white blob at the base of her bill. Bar-tailed Godwit and Greenshank showed nicely
and two splendid Black Tern were flying between the rafts, one of them landing on a spit nearby providing closer views.
We left the pits and headed back to the visitor centre managing glimpses of a distant Cattle Egret on the way, feeding in the long grass near
the cattle. At the centre a few of us grabbed a sneaky ice cream, then we made tracks for the Firth Hide as a Caspian Gull had earlier been
reported by some of the party. When we got there it had unfortunately disappeared leaving behind a selection of Herring Gulls in various
plumages to sort through, with a couple of Common Sandpipers stiffly flapping over the water for company. A cracking Black-necked
Grebe showed in the distance and a few of us ventured along to the Makepeace Hide where we had better views. Unfortunately all good
things come to an end and it was now time to fold our tripods, bag our binoculars and settle back for the trip home. An excellent total of 96
species had been seen and everyone had enjoyed a great day out with fabulous weather - some of us even went home with shiny new Essex
Birdwatching Society badges to boot! As always a huge thank you to Gerry and Steve for organising and leading the trip, thanks to everyone
who came along and thanks to Lodge Coaches for the transport. I’m already looking forward to the remaining trips in the year ahead!
Matt Turner

Bar-tailed Godwit by Matt Turner

Black-necked Grebe by Matt Turner

Black Tern by Matt Turner

Garganey by Matt Turner
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EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for recording all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

@ebwsinfo

@EssexBirdNews

September Bird of the Month
Red-backed Shrike
Lanius collurio

Holland Haven - 8th -15th September 2019
Although not the rarest species seen in the county,
this Red-backed Shrike found by Gloria Lamb gave
amazing views during its’ stay in Northeast Essex.
Red-backed Shrike by Paul Chamberlain

IMPORTANT !
New ‘Pick-up’ place in Chelmsford for Field Trips
Due to the closure and subsequent development of the car park we have used for many
years next to the County hotel, there is now a new ‘pick-up’ place for the
coach in Chelmsford for our Field Trips.
We have checked the options with Chelmsford City Council and they have advised that the
Waterhouse Lane long stay car park is free to use on Saturdays and Sundays.
Please note this car park is actually located in Meteor Way, CM1 2RL,
which is a turning off Waterhouse Lane, next to the river.
IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE ALL FUTURE COACH FIELD TRIPS
NOW COMMENCE FROM THIS NEW PICK-UP LOCATION.
Should anyone require further information about this new car parking/pick-up location
please do not hesitate to e-mail Gerry Johnson at gerry2johnson@aol.com

WOODLAND BIRDS CONFERENCE
Saturday 21st March 2020

Writtle University College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship Road, Writtle, CM1 3RP
Just £20.00, including ‘light’ sandwich lunch and refreshments during the full day event
(Accompanied juniors under 16 only £5.00)
All proceeds going to Bird Conservation in Essex
Little Tern
To book your place e-mail: info.ebws@gmail.com
by Steve Grimwade
For further information and full list of speakers visit the website: www.ebws.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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Featured Local Wildlife Group Events
Colchester RSPB Group Titchwell and Snettisham by Lizzie Bruce (RSPB)
Thursday 10th October 2019

Location: The Shrub End Social Centre,
Shrub End Road, Colchester.
(As usual, we ask that you do not park at the Leather Bottle PH. If the car park at the hall is full, roadside
parking is available in the surrounding roads.)
Postcode: CO3 4SA

Lizzie Bruce, RSPB warden, will talk about the North West Norfolk reserves.
Time: Doors open 7pm for a 7:30pm start
Price: Local Group Members: £4, Non-Members: £5

Titchwell by Steve Grimwade

Request for Articles & Photographs
The Executive Committee are currently preparing the next issue of our magazine
‘Essex Birding’ and would be grateful for any articles and/or photographs.
These could be about birding abroad or at home.
The deadline is late November 2019.
Please write an article for the magazine and send to: gerry2johnson@aol.com
Many thanks!
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Essex Ornithological Summary
August 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
A juvenile Cattle Egret got the month off to a grand start and stayed until the 12th when an adult was also seen and
another was seen on the 23rd and 24th. A Great White Egret flew through on the 10th and another lingered from 25th to
27th with two more briefly on the 31st. Four Spoonbills were seen early on the 14th but were gone all too soon. Wader
passage was stymied by poor water levels but a Wood Sandpiper (12th) was seen amongst the more regular tringas and
a Golden Plover on the 25th became the first of the season. Avocet and Black-tailed Godwit numbers rose and Whimbrel
and Curlew were seen. Tern passage was rather odd with almost no Common Terns at all but with no favourable conditions
at all on the 24th there were suddenly 13 Sandwich Terns and an unprecedented flock of 14 juvenile Little Terns. Three
more Sandwich Terns were seen on the 26th when a flock of 16 Arctic Terns headed high up river. Two more Arctics were
seen on the 30th. There was little flurry of Med and Caspian Gulls including a couple of immaculate juveniles of each and
Yellow-legged Gulls numbers started to drop off.
Eyes to the skies produced our usual raptor selection with a couple of Kites in addition as well as an Osprey on the
18th and 16 kettleing Buzzards on the 23rd. Frustratingly Culver the young White Tailed Eagle from the Isle of Wight reintroduction was satellite tracked across the west end of the reserve on the 31st on his maiden circuit of the south east
but was not seen by anyone at all during his entire Essex journey! Hopefully this is a taste of things to come. A Raven on
the same day was the first for some time.
The first Whinchats arrived on the 22nd and were seen most days thereafter with five on the 25th when four Wheatears
were also seen. Spotted Flycatchers were found on the 19th and 26th and Pied Flycatcher and Redstart were both seen
on the 25th and 26th with other of the latter on the 19th and 31st. There were good numbers of Yellow Wagtails with
the cattle and an Ortolan Bunting flew over calling but remained invisible. There were lots of commoner warblers on the
move with Whitethroats being especially common including an impressive 53 on the 26th. Fourteen Willow Warblers on
the same day was equally noteworthy.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
It was mostly about passerine passage with the magnet that is Wanstead Flats dragging in a wealth of drift migrants. So,
to summarise: Pied Flycatcher: recorded on ten dates with a high of six (24th); Whinchat: recorded on 15 dates with highs
of seven (24th), six (29th) and ten (27th); Wheatear: a high of 12 (28th); Tree Pipit; recorded on an amazing 14 dates with
highs of five (14th), four (17th) and six (21st); Redstart: recorded on ten dates with highs of seven (29th), four (30th) and six
(31st). Add to this a Wood Warbler (7th), a smattering of Spot Flys, Red Kite and a Great White Egret (28th), the site had a
great month. Most of these species cropped up at several other sites. Pied Flys were noted in the Ingrebourne Valley, KGV
Reservoir, Bonnetts Wood, Thorndon CP, Alexander Lake, Hall Marsh, Walthamstow Wetlands and Dagnam Park on three
dates. Redstarts were seen in the Ingrebourne Valley, Woodford Green, Thorndon CP and Dagnam Park on three dates
while Tree Pipits were noted there and at Gallions Reach.
Whinchats and Spot Flys were seen at many sites and a Wood Warbler was at Dagnam Park on the 20th. Three Wrynecks
made brief appearances in the Ingrebourne Valley (24th), Bonnetts Wood (27th) and Walthamstow Wetlands (28th). The
Wetlands also scored with two Garganey from the 15th and an Osprey on the 19th. A Marsh Harrier was a good record for
Chingford Plain (2nd) and a Honey Buzzard drifted over Holyfield on the 5th while a Short-eared Owl was quite early over
Beckton STW on the 21st. Arctic Terns were seen at Gallions Reach with six (1st) and 21 (25th) when two Sandwich and 17
Common were seen. Eleven Sandwich were off Beckton on the 24th. Wood Sandpipers was in the Ingrebourne on the 3rd
and 10th with Greenshank at Dagenham Chase (9th) and Turnstone on the KGV (4th) being the pick of passage waders.
The Chase also hosted its first ever Cattle Egrets with two on the 20th.
South-East Essex
The invisible White Tailed Eagle that is Culver was quite literally the biggest bird of the month although he evaded any
detection on his journey east on the 31st despite being at just 200 feet along the Southend Seafront before spending time
on the beach at Wakering Stairs and roosting in a small copse there! Riverwatching was fairly quiet although two Black Terns
were off Canvey on the 2nd with a good day there on the 9th with Pomarine Skua, two Bonxies and a juvenile Sabine’s Gull.
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An Eider was seen on several dates from the 26th and 110 Little Egrets were counted from there on the 16th. Down river there
were 38 Little Terns amassed on Shoebury East Beach on the 26th and Wakering Stairs an Osprey on the 19th and 20th and
two on the 26th. An amazing eight Cattle Egrets were at Wat Tyler CP from the 23rd to 29th and RSPB West Canvey Marshes
had a Curlew Sandpiper on the 2nd and two Wood Sandpipers on the 13th. Two more Wood Sandpipers were at RSPB
Bowers Marsh on the 2nd (with a Garganey there on the 5th) with another duo at Fleet Head on the 4th and another at Blue
House Farm on the 14th while nearby Stow Marsh held 46 Yellow Wagtails on the 23rd and 50 Med Gulls were up anting at
South Fambridge on the 8th. Black-tailed Godwits peaked at 3273 at East Tilbury on the 11th with 878 Avocets also recorded
there. There were some good tern movements with Common high counts of 187 (21st) and 498 (28th), a staggering 76 Little
Terns in one flock (26th), with two on the 27th and four on the 28th and a scattering of odd Arctics and seven Blacks and a
Little Gull on the 27th. A Garganey was at Hanningfield Reservoir on the 7th with Wood Sandpiper the same day till the 11th.
A Slavonian Grebe was seen on the 31st. There was a good selection of drift migrants with Whinchats, Spotted Flycatchers
and Wheatears across the area along with at least seven Tree Pipits, five Redstarts and 11 Pied Flycatchers.

Mid Essex
Cattle Egrets continued to be in the headlines with up to seven at Abberton till the 8th while Great white Egrets had
reached three by the 26th. The two Ruddy Shelducks lingered and Red-crested Pochards had reached eight by the 23rd.
Four Garganey were seen one and off and the Ring-necked Duck reappeared on the 8th, 11th and 16th. A Black Tern was
seen on the 3rd and a Kittiwake the same day was unseasonal. Wood Sandpipers on four dates were the wader highlight.
Wheatears, Whinchats and Yellow Wagtails were all seen and an Osprey on the 18th was the first of the autumn. Three
Pied Flycatchers were seen on Mersea on 24th with another at Wivenhoe the next day where a Great White Egret was
also seen. A Pectoral Sandpiper was at RSPB Old Hall Marshes on the 1st and two Wood Sandpipers, Curlew Sandpiper
and ten Spotted Redshanks were there on the 4th. Other Curlew Sandpipers were at Fingringhoe (with 53 Greenshank)
on 8th and at Heybridge on the 26th.
North Essex
The last ten days of the month was quite busy on the north east coast with Holland Haven proving popular with two
Wrynecks from the 29th and 12 Wheatears at the same time. A Spoonbill and Pied Flycatcher were seen on the 25th. The
Naze did well with Pied Flycatchers on most of those days with highs ten (22nd), six (25th) and nine (29th). Tree Pipits
were noted on the 20th and 25th with 15 Wheatear on the first date too and two Redstarts on the 22nd. A Cattle Egret
was seen in the Backwaters on the 24th and 26th but the rarest bird was a Marsh Tit that was seen sporadically from the
4th. The same period at Frinton saw ten Tree Pipits, eight Pied Flycatchers and a few Whinchats and Spot Flys as well as an
Osprey on the 18th, 19 early Brent Geese, Little Stint and 114 Sandwich Terns on the 21st and 26 Med Gulls on the 23rd. A
male Hen harrier was a nice early record over Beaumont Quay on the 4th and 15 Greenshank and two Curlew Sandpipers
were in Hamford Water on the 1st.

Wryneck by Paul Chamberlain

Great White Egret by David Hale

Pied Flycatcher by Matt Turner

Corn Bunting by David Hale
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New

Essex Birdwatching Society
Pin Badges
They are 30mm square, come in smooth
and raised finishes and are just a minimum
of £1 donation each.
Available at evening talks and field trips.

Sparrowhawk & Kestrel Survey by Fiona Hutchings
The information I would require is as follows: w

Species (I am particularly interested in kestrels and sparrowhawks).

w

Sex

w

Location (grid ref )

w

Direction of flight

w

Habitat including linear habitats e.g. hedgerow, motorway roadside, riverbank

w

Activity (not simply flying, but could also be hunting/hovering, calling, courting, feeding, nesting)

w

Interacting with another species (this could be the same species or another species e.g. hunting voles
*if a vole is actually seen*, calling to a mate)

w

Identification of other species (this could be more than one species e.g. surrendering a vole to a mate
or being displaced from catch by a larger predator e.g. fox)

w

Photo/voice/video files if available.

Fiona Hutchings, 10 Munson Mill Close, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2XU Email: efcmedia2019@gmail.com
Pete Dwyer and Simon Cox ringing
two juvenile Barn Owls in North
Essex by Colin Undrill.

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com
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