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Dear Essex Birders
With the clocks now changed it’s a great time for winter birding. Some great species being recorded at birding sites recently 
include Yellow-browed Warbler, Great White Egret and Lapland Bunting. Visit www.ebws.org.uk to keep up to date with 
sightings. Happy Birding!

Steve

Society Events for November 2019
Indoor Meeting

‘On the TRAIL of the CRANE - PART 1’ - Friday 1st November 2019
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.

Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your 
own cup to save plastic!). Free parking on site or in either Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car parks (charges apply).

Ralph and Brenda Todd take us on a journey through Europe. Following the migration route 
from the Cranes breeding grounds in Spain, through northern France into Sweden where they 

congregate for their courtship ritual and dances and finally into Finland. Ralph and Brenda also 
touch on the history and future of Cranes in England!

Field Trip by Luxury Coach
HOLKHAM NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE - 
Sunday 17th November 2019 (07.00 start)

For more details and to reserve coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00).

In the heart of the north Norfolk coast at this time of year it is home to thousands of 
Pink-footed Geese, Marsh Harriers and skies filled with winter waders and wildfowl.  

There is always the possibility of a rarity turning up. Chelmsford pick up only!

Common Crane by Steve Grimwade Pink-footed Geese by Steve Grimwade
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Brent Geese by Matt Turner

October Field Trip Report - 
The Naze & Holland Haven - Sunday 13th October 2019

The first EBWS field trip since the Big County Birdwatch saw 26 keen birders meet at the Naze car park at 9am. As people arrived three 
Meadow Pipits were chasing each other in the corner of the car park and Pied Wagtails were flitting to and from the centre rooftop. 
Before we set off Gerry Johnson presented Ben Rumsby with a certificate and special badge as he was the youngest person to see 
over 100 species during the BCBW.

The group set off towards the west side of the common where Blue and Great Tits were seen in the bushes and a Redwing was 
spotted flying overhead. As we made our way north the first of the days Cetti’s Warblers blasted out its song nearby and a pair of 
Goldcrest were heard then located deep in cover. We continued down the slope and left through the gorse patch, heading towards 
the sycamore clump. A female sparrowhawk made a low pass in front of us but failed to flush her breakfast and soon disappeared 
from view. As we neared the double hedgerow a small flock of Long-Tailed Tits were moving through the foliage, calling as they went, 
and a Great Spotted Woodpecker bounced its way over our heads.

We stopped in the Sycamore clump for 20 minutes to try to see or hear the recently reported Yellow Browed Warbler. Ben Rumsby 
thought he heard it call once, plus we had at least 2 Chiffchaff calling in the same area along with plenty of Dunnock and Robins. We 
carried on towards the escarpment that runs along the north of the reserve, noting Greenfinch along the way. We soon spotted a 
flock of 94 Brent Geese on the sea and a couple of Sandwich Tern flying past. As we approached the salt marsh a group of 5 Rock Pipit 
were showing really well and everyone managed to get excellent views. We walked a short way along the sea wall and noted more 
Rock Pipits along with Cetti’s, Marsh Harrier, Grey Plover, Redshank, Little Egrets, Dunlin, Curlew, Kestrel and a distant flock of Golden 
Plover. We were also quite surprised to see that there were still 20 or so Swallows feeding over the water. As we made our way back 
we noted another 2 Sandwich Tern – pretty apt as soon after we stopped for some lunch at the visitor centre!

After lunch some of the group said their farewells and the rest of us headed off to Holland Haven. A walk along the bushes revealed 
a low flying Green Woodpecker and we had nice views of a Kestrel near the sluice where a Little Grebe was having a swim. We made 
our way to the hide to discover that a few members of the group were already there and had seen a Bearded Tit. We settled down 
and soon found Avocet, two Common Snipe, some smart Wigeon and Shoveler as well as a motionless juvenile Grey Heron waiting 
for a passing snack. A pair of Stonechat perched on a bush flicking their tails then a Kingfisher sped up the ditch like a kaleidoscopic 
bullet. Panic ensued as a female Sparrowhawk dashed low across the scrape but she flew off empty handed. We were about to leave 
when a distant Whinchat was spotted in a field to the right and we spent several minutes watching it feed whilst trying to get a 
digiscope picture.   

We wandered back to the cars, hoping for a purple sandpiper on the way, but finding 4 Turnstone instead. As everyone said their 
goodbyes I decided to stay on for half an hour and managed to spot a soaring Buzzard and a very distant Mistle Thrush which meant 
74 species had been seen in total. Big thanks to everyone who attended, congratulations again to Ben and all who took part in 
BCBW70 and I hope to see you at Holkham in November.
Matt Turner
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Little Tern
by Steve Grimwade

EBwS Bird Records
Thank you for recording all your bird sightings on our website - www.ebws.org.uk 
Your contributions are really valuable as they help to build our knowledge of the birds of Essex which supports our 
conservation work. You can view these sightings on our website at the address above and by following us at:

@ebwsinfo @EssexBirdNews

October -  
Bird of the Month

Yellow-browed Warbler 
Phylloscopus inornatus
The Naze - Various dates in October 2019 

The Naze was the county hotspot for these 
tiny warblers that breed in Siberia and 
are a welcome visitor to Essex in the 
autumn.

Yellow-browed Warbler by Sean Nixon

IMPORTANT !
New ‘Pick-up’ place in Chelmsford for Field Trips

Due to the closure and subsequent development of the car park we have used for many 
years next to the County hotel, there is now a new ‘pick-up’ place for the  

coach in Chelmsford for our Field Trips.

We have checked options with Chelmsford City Council and they have advised that the 
Waterhouse Lane long stay car park is free to use on Saturdays and Sundays.  

Please note this car park is actually located in Meteor Way, CM1 2RL,  
which is a turning off Waterhouse Lane, next to the river.

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE ALL FUTURE COACH FIELD TRIPS  
NOW COMMENCE FROM THIS NEW PICK-UP LOCATION.

Should anyone require further information about this new car parking/pick-up location 
please do not hesitate to e-mail Gerry Johnson at gerry2johnson@aol.com

WOODLAND BIRDS CONFERENCE
Saturday 21st March 2020

Writtle University College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship Road, Writtle, CM1 3RP
Just £20.00, including ‘light’ sandwich lunch and refreshments during the full day event

(Accompanied juniors under 16 only £5.00)
All proceeds going to bird conservation in Essex
To book your place e-mail: info.ebws@gmail.com

For further information and full list of speakers visit the website: www.ebws.org.uk
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Featured Local Wildlife Group Events 
SE Essex RSPB Local Group - 
GRAHAM EKINS - WILDLIFE OF NEW ZEALAND
Wednesday 6th November 2019

Location: EWT Belfairs Woodland Centre, Eastwood Road North,  
Leigh on Sea, SS9 4LR. 
Note: Turn down small road directly on the bend by the three flagpoles.  
Map reference TQ 831 874. 
See http://www.essexwt.org.uk/reserves/belfairs for directions.
This talk is the result of a 3-week trip to the coasts and forests of North and South Islands of N.Z. and 
includes a variety of birds from both these habitats. We will also see several species of whales and 
dolphins and the N.Z. fur seal.
Time: Doors open at 19.30 for a 20.00 start.
Price: Entrance fee £3.00 for members.  
Suggested donation of £4 for non members. 

Tel: 01268 498620 Campbell & Buller’s Albatross by Graham Ekins

Request for Articles & Photographs
The Executive Committee are currently preparing the next issue of our magazine 
‘Essex Birding’ and would be grateful for any articles and/or photographs.

These could be about birding abroad or at home.

The deadline is late November 2019. 

Please write an article for the magazine and send to: gerry2johnson@aol.com

Many thanks!
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Essex Ornithological Summary 
September 2019 by Howard Vaughan

RSPB Rainham Marshes

Spoonbills were a theme for the month with singles on the 1st-3rd, 8th, two on the 26th and three on the 30th. Most birds 
were seen heading south with just a couple lingering on Aveley Pool. A Cattle Egret was seen on the 18th-20th with a 
Great White through on the 22nd and two on the 23rd to complete the ‘interesting white birds’. Guillemots were seen on 
the 9th and 21st and were the first for some years and two Scoter were noted on the 18th. A juvenile Black Tern was briefly 
on the Pool on the 5th and 140 Arctic Terns powered through in one flock on the 5th with 18 on the 9th. Again only two 
Common Terns were seen.  Yellow-legged Gulls were still to be found and several Caspian Gulls were seen. There was no 
notable raptor movement but an Osprey drifted south on the 12th.

Warbler passage was actually quite heavy with some good counts of Chiffchaff (34 on the 10th), Blackcap and Whitethroat 
and Willow Warblers and Lesser Whitethroats were to be found almost daily. A few Goldcrests and two more Coal Tits (13th 
and 18th) were seen and there was a visible Blue Tit passage on the 19th and 20th with perhaps 50 birds heading west in 
small parties.  Spotted Flycatchers were seen on several dates with two very late birds on the 30th. Redstarts were found 
on the 10th and 21st, Tree Pipits on 1st, 14th and three on 15th, three Tree Sparrows coasted on the 12th and Whinchat 
peaked at ten on the 4th and most stayed for over a week with new arrivals from the 30th. A Turnstone on the 6th and 9th 
was the only different passage wader of note which was disappointing.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)

Passerine passage was still good throughout the area with Spotted Flycatchers, Whinchats, Wheatears, Yellow Wagtails 
and general warbler species at many sites. Pied Flycatchers were seen at five sites with three at Wanstead Flats (1st, 21st, 
22nd), Gallions Reach (1st), Fairlop Waters (1st), Woodford Green (2nd) and two at Dagnam Park (13th). Redstarts were 
seen on the Flats on five dates with six on the 1st with others seen at Dagenham Chase (5th), Chingford Plain (8th), 
Ingrebourne Valley (8th), Fairlop Waters (15th) and Walthamstow Wetlands (8th & 13th). An Ortolan Bunting was recorded 
on Noc Mig over Chafford Hundred (9th) with six Tree Pipits (6th) and the first Redwing (20th). Five Tree Pipits were also 
seen on the Flats and a late Wood Warbler was in the Mar Dyke on the 5th with a daylight Redwing in Upminster on the 
26th.  A single Crossbill was seen in Thorndon CP on the 14th in a poor season for the species locally and Woodlarks were 
seen at Gallions Reach (21st) and on Chingford Plain (30th). Two Garganey were on Walthamstow Wetlands from 3rd and 
a Little Stint was there on the 8th with another the same day on the KGV Reservoir where there were three Black Terns on 
the 21st.  An immature Hooded Merganser there on the 15th was potentially the most significant record of the month. 
A Black-necked Grebe was on the Wm Girling on the 22nd. Eyes to the skies produced regular Raven sightings between 
Brentwood, Warley and Kelvedon Hatch with others over Ardleigh Green (15th) and Romford (two on 1st). Ospreys were 
seen over Gallions Reach (8th), Woodford Green (12th) and the Flats (28th) and a female Goshawk was encountered near 
Hainault Forest on the 23rd. A Great White Egret was in the Ingrebourne Valley (21st) and the following day two were 
tracked over Walthamstow Wetlands and then the KGV. A flock of 75 Swifts at the Wetlands on the 3rd was late for so many 
and the last nine were seen there on the 12th.

South-East Essex

The Cattle Egret flock remained around Wat Tyler all month with seven on some days and six till month end. Ten Spotted 
Redshanks were seen there on the 13th and a Great White Egret was present from the 24th.  Another GWE was at RSPB 
Wallasea on the 17th-18th and another dropped into RSPB Bowers Marsh on the 7th while a Spotted Crake found at on 
the 15th proved popular till the 21st and two Ravens flew over kronking on the 16th. Two Tree Island hosted 114 roosting 
Little Egrets on the 14th and a Curlew Sandpiper on the 29th. And Brent Geese had already peaked at 1700 there on the 
26th. A respectable 145 were as far up river as Coalhouse Fort on the 20th with a Guillemot the next day. A Cattle Egret 
was at East Tilbury on the 5th with good counts of 429 Common Terns and two Curlew Sandpipers (19th) and 1227 Avocet, 
ten Arctic Terns, and two Gannets (26th). Just down river Black-tailed Godwits at TTNP peaked at 1004 (8th) and a Raven 
flew over. River watching off Canvey Point produced some good sightings: Manx Shearwater, 15 Arctic Skua, Long-tailed 
Skua, two Bonxie, 33 Arctic Terns, 11 Black Terns (7th); 50 Med Gulls, Sabine’s Gull (18th); Black-necked Grebe (19th-22nd); 
Puffin (20th), Fulmar and Eider (21st) and two Bonxie and a Long-tailed Skua (22nd). 
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Seven Eider were at Wakering Stairs (1st) with Redstart (5th) and Fulmar (21st) and other Redstarts were at Gunners Park on 
three dates with two Pied Flycatchers there on the 1st and one on the 3rd. A Purple Sandpiper with the huge Sanderling 
flock was popular from the 30th. Ospreys were seen over Coombe Wood on the 1st and RSPB Wallasea on the 17th and 18th 
and another was over Bradwell BO on the 15th when 118 Little Egrets and a Grey Phalarope were also seen. Two Lapland 
Buntings were on Stow Marsh on the 18th and a Wryneck was heard calling at Hanningfield Reservoir on the 4th with a 
Black-necked Grebe there on the 24th. A single Crossbill was heard over Burnham-on-Crouch on the 13th. 

Mid Essex

Abberton remained on good form with Great White Egret numbers slowly increasing to a high of eight on the 22nd. 
A solitary Cattle Egret was seen on the 14th and two juvenile Spoonbills took up residence from the 8th and showed 
incredibly well. The Ruddy Shelduck also stayed throughout and Egyptian Geese reached 64 on the 4th! Mandarin is a 
rare bird here and the single of August had increased to three on the 19th. A count of 1500 Cormorants was impressive 
on the 20th and Black Terns were noted on the 4th and 7th while eight Red-crested Pochards (2nd) and Long-tailed Duck 
(22nd) were amongst the other waterfowl with the elusive male Ring-necked Duck. A Manx Shearwater was probably 
bird of the month as it scythed across the water on the 11th. Wheatears and Whinchats were seen and a Tree Sparrow on 
the 10th was a notable find. An Osprey was out on Geedon Saltings from the 2nd and Raven flew over Layer-de-le-Haye 
on the 22nd. A Great White Egret was a Chigborough Lakes on the 12th and two Curlew Sandpipers off Maldon Prom on 
the 24th were the only local ones. A count of 53 Little Egrets was made at Cudmore Grove on the 29th with 14 Med Gulls 
the same day and an Eider on the 25th. A Wryneck was along the Colne at Brightlingsea on the 16th and 17th and a pale 
phase Arctic Skua was well up the Colne at Wivenhoe on the 6th.

North Essex

The Naze was quiet until the last ten days of the month with Pied Flycatchers from the 21st with a high of three on the 
23rd when a Tree Pipit and three Firecrests were also seen amongst a good scattering of warblers, chats and Spotted 
Flycatchers. Four Redstarts were seen on the 10th  and a Lapland Bunting on the 20th along with the one and only 
Yellow-browed Warbler for the month. A Wryneck was seen at Holland Haven on the 7th and a Red-backed Shrike the 
next day stayed till the 14th and proved very obliging. A late Swift was also seen here on the 9th and a Grasshopper 
Warbler trapped on the 23rd. Ospreys were big feature of the month with sightings at Walton Hall and Frinton (both 7th), 
Colne point (7th and 13th), Cattawade (14th) and Manningtree (29th). A Lapland Bunting and four Tree Sparrows were at 
Wigboro Wick Farm on the 20th and a Redstart was seen in Wix on 8th. Inland a Wood Sandpiper was found on Stansted 
Airport Lagoons on the 4th.  Vis Migging from Frinton appeared fairly quiet with highlights as follows: 7th: 44 Sandwich 
Terns,; 13th: two Siskin, three Tree Sparrow, Swift; 20th: 78 Scoter, 427 Brent Geese, 57 Gannet, Bonxie, 12 Arctic Skua, 
Red-throated Diver, 22nd: Redstart and 28th: 608 Meadow Pipit, Swift, Pomarine Skua and Spoonbill.

Yellowhammer by David Curle

Chiffchaff by Sean Nixon

Spoonbill by Steve Grimwade

Ring Ouzel by Sean Nixon
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New

They are 30mm square, come in smooth 
and raised finishes and are just a minimum 
of £1 donation each. 

Available at evening talks and field trips.

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society 
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com

It’s a mugs game!
Plastic litter is having a huge impact on our oceans.

Here at The Essex Birdwatching Society we are trying to reduce single use plastics by 
sending out our publications in paper envelopes. 

Also for our evening meetings we are asking everyone who wishes to have tea or coffee, to 
please bring your own mugs so we can fill them at the interval and you will be able to rinse 
them out afterwards. Many thanks!

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY SOCIAL MEDIA 
Don’t forget to join our Facebook or 
Twitter pages which feature all our up and 
coming events, bird photos, bird news 
and lots of other interesting stuff! 

Follow us at:-

https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo

or

https://twitter.com/EssexBirdNews


