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Dear Essex Birders
I hope everyone had a great Christmas and caught up with some of the good birds in the County over the last few
weeks. Really looking forward to meeting members and non-members at our Conservation Conference in March. If
you haven’t got your ticket for this great event, don’t delay as places are limited to 100 and are selling fast!

Steve

Society Events for February 2020
Indoor Meeting

BIRDING ALONG THE FRENCH ATLANTIC COAST
Friday 7th February 2020
Starts at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2QL.
Entrance for Members is £3.00, Non-members £4.00, charged at the door. Refreshments served during interval (bring your
own cup to save plastic!). Parking in Fairfield Road or Coval Lane car park (charges apply).

Dougal Urquhart takes us on a journey to various coastal locations such as
Il de Noirmoutier, Il de Re, Arcachon Bay, Marais d’Orx and down to the Spanish border,
which is particularly rewarding in autumn when migrants are heading south.

Field Trip (Non-coach)

WALLASEA ISLAND RSPB RESERVE
Sunday 16th February 2020
‘Free’ event. Meet in the car park at 09:00. Postcode SS4 2DY.
Please note there are no toilet facilities on the reserve.

Development of this ‘Wild Essex Coast’ for wildlife is now complete and attracting Short-eared
Owl, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer, flocks of waders and wildfowl with Hen and Marsh Harrier.

Spoonbill by Steve Grimwade
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Hen Harrier by Terry Malby
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Field Trip Report - East Mersea
Sunday 15th November 2019
Our December field trip was a non-coach visit to Mersea Island and nearly 30 hardy folk braved the cold to meet at 9am at Cudmore
Grove. One early riser had already visited the other side of the island to spot a fine male Marsh Harrier plus a Pale-bellied Brent Goose
off the hardstanding at Coast Road. We set off towards the pond to the north where there were Gadwall, Teal and Wigeon on the water.
Steve Grimwade was our leader for the day and as we walked along the edge of the grazing marsh he quickly spotted Curlew, Lapwing,
Black-tailed Godwit and Meadow Pipit. Long-tailed, Blue and Great Tits were heard and seen as we continued through the trees towards
the sea wall. Upon reaching the sea wall the first skein of Brent Geese flew past, their distinctive calls a quintessential part of the Essex
winter coast. Good numbers of Wigeon were feeding in the short grass on the marsh, the bright sunshine really showing off their stunning
plumage. The mudflats tried their best to hide a flock of Golden Plover but their unmistakable spangled colours made them easy to spot.
Small numbers of Redshank and Ringed Plover were also present.
Continuing along the seawall good numbers of waders were seen including Knot, Dunlin, Grey Plover and Avocet. A Water Rail was spotted
sneaking along the edge of the dyke and a distant Green Woodpecker was heard then located on a fence post. Scanning across the mouth
of the Colne revealed groups of Great Crested Grebe and Red-breasted Merganser as well as three distant swans in flight that caught
Steve’s attention. As they drew nearer his suspicions were correct and he excitedly called out ‘Bewick’s Swans’! They were later spotted on
the water but too distant to get good views. The salt marsh held Rock and Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting, Stonechat and good numbers of
Skylark whilst distant raptors included Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, Peregrine and Common Buzzard. Dozens of Brent Geese continued to stream
past providing a lovely backdrop to the walk. After lunch near the Oyster Fishery we cut inland towards the conifer plantation where we
hoped to see Red Squirrel which have been reintroduced to the island. Goldcrests were calling and flying between the treetops and a
Great Spotted Woodpecker was also seen but no sign of any squirrels. Just as hope was fading a Red Squirrel was spotted dashing along
a branch, quickly vanishing into the leaf cover. A few moments later it reappeared and a second squirrel was also found nearby. This one
stayed still for a minute and, although partially hidden, views were had of it’s lovely chestnut coat and tail before it moved on. Steve was
so pleased we had found Red Squirrels he didn’t even notice the days first Med Gull flying overhead! En route back to Cudmore Grove
three Mistle Thrush were a nice surprise and a Jay was seen as well as a Little Egret. Brent Geese were also heard on the farmer’s field to
the west of the car park. With the high tide covering the Strood it was decided to spend the rest of the afternoon on Victoria Esplanade at
West Mersea so that we could do a bit of sea-watching. Unfortunately everything was pretty quiet although there were more Brent Geese,
a very brief Red-throated Diver and several Med Gulls of various age groups and this time Steve did see them! As the day drew to a close
we received a call from Les Bird to say that he and two others had found a Black Brant amongst the Brent Geese along Coast Road near
The Company Shed. Stowing bins and scopes into the cars we quickly made our way there only to find that the bird had just flown off
with three Brents! We scanned the whole area without joy although a small group of Turnstone provided very close views as they busily
searched for food along the shore. Despite staying until sunset the Brant turned out to be a true ‘wild goose chase’ as it wasn’t seen again.
Another great day out with fantastic weather and good company. Thank you to everyone who came along and as always thanks to Gerry
for organising and Steve for leading. Let’s hope 2020 starts as well as 2019 ended.
Matt Turner

Bewick’s Swans by Steve Grimwade

Skylark by Steve Grimwade
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Black-tailed Godwits by Steve Grimwade

Turnstones by Steve Grimwade
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDER
For those who pay for their society membership by cheque, please note that it is now due.
Send all cheques payable to The Essex Birdwatching Society to:
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, Mr PETER DWYER, 48 CHURCHILL AVENUE, HALSTEAD, ESSEX CO9 2BE
For more details see our website: https://www.ebws.org.uk/society/membership

January Bird of the Month
Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Abberton Reservoir - 1st to 20th (at least)
A very unseasonal Swallow was seen at Abberton
Reservoir and continued to stay throughout the
month on the Layer de la Haye causeway.
Swallow by Sean Nixon

IMPORTANT !
New ‘Pick-up’ place in Chelmsford for Field Trips
Due to the closure and subsequent development of the car park we have used for many
years next to the County hotel, there is now a new ‘pick-up’ place for the coach in
Chelmsford for our Field Trips. We have checked options with Chelmsford City Council and
they have advised that the Waterhouse Lane long stay car park is free to use on Saturdays
and Sundays. Please note this car park is actually located in Meteor Way, CM1 2RL,
which is a turning off Waterhouse Lane, next to the river.
IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, ALL FUTURE COACH FIELD TRIPS
NOW COMMENCE FROM THIS NEW PICK-UP LOCATION.
Should anyone require further information about this new car parking/pick-up location
please do not hesitate to email Gerry Johnson at gerry2johnson@aol.com

Tickets now on sale for our

WOODLAND BIRDS CONFERENCE
Saturday 21st March 2020

Writtle University College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship Road, Writtle, CM1 3RP
Just £20.00 including ‘light’ sandwich lunch and refreshments during the full day event
(accompanied juniors under 16 only £5.00). All proceeds to bird conservation in Essex.
Little Tern
To book your place email: info.ebws@gmail.com
by Steve Grimwade
For further information visit the website: www.ebws.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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Featured Local Wildlife Group Events
Chelmsford RSPB Local Group Puffins by Ann Forbes
Thursday 13th February 2020
Location: Northumberland Theatre, Writtle University College, Lordship Road, Writtle (across the road from the
main college building, to the right of the Wilkins Tea Room & Shop). See Lordship Campus (building no.2) via:http://writtle.ac.uk/pdfs/5/Writtle%20University%20College%20Campus%20Maps.pdf

Ample free parking adjacent to the theatre. Access is at ground level.
All welcome. Postcode: CM1 3RP (Google map)
The Atlantic Puffin is one of our most charismatic birds, instantly recognisable and fascinating to
observe. In this presentation, Ann will try to cover what is known of their life and ecology with
particular reference to the Skomer Puffin population. The talk will also cover the ups and downs of
puffin populations around the British Isles and will take a look at other key species on Skomer such as
Manx Shearwater and Greater Black Backed Gulls.
Join us to hear about these fascinating birds. No booking required.
Time: 7.45pm - 9.35pm (with interval)
Price: £3.50
Telephone: 01245 471576
E-mail: suem@idnet.com

Puffin by Steve Grimwade

It’s a mugs game!
Plastic litter is having a huge impact on our oceans.
Here at The Essex Birdwatching Society we are helping to reduce single use plastics by
sending out our publications in paper envelopes.
Also for our evening meetings we ask everyone who wishes to have tea or coffee, to please
bring your own mugs. We can fill them at the interval and you will be able to rinse them
out afterwards. Many thanks!
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Essex Ornithological Summary
November 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
Rising water levels saw an increase in wildfowl but the generally mild conditions brought little extra reward with a
Whooper Swan on the 10th being the only incoming winter addition. A Bar-tailed Godwit was with the 50 Blackwits on
the 15th and there were a couple of Woodcock and Jack Snipe sightings along with two wintering Ruff and a peak of 38
Avocets. A juvenile Gannet was seen on the river on the 20th and the first returning Caspian Gulls were noted including
three on the 11th. Five Marsh Harriers are wintering and a Merlin was seen on the 16th but it was a perched male Goshawk
for 45 minutes on the 29th that proved most popular. Raven sightings increased and at least two each of Short-eared
and Barn Owl were often out patrolling. A Snow Bunting was seen briefly on the first and another entertained on Purfleet
Scrape on the 19th and 20th while a Richard’s Pipit on the edge of the landfill on the 3rd and 4th was seen by just two
lucky observers. Similarly the Dartford Warbler was seen briefly on the 1st but not subsequently but there were still
Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs and Goldcrests to be found and up to four Firecrests were in the scrub. A Siberian Chiffchaff peeped
on the 30th but the star bird of the month was obviously the superb Penduline Tit that posed for just a minute or so on
the 17th. Bearded Tits and Cetti’s Warblers were showy on the trails and a Tree Sparrow around the centre on the 17th
was most unexpected.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
In the Lee Valley, the two Cattle Egrets returned for the winter to Hall Marsh from the 25th and a Bittern was seen
occasionally on Seventy Acres along with a female Smew and a few Goosander. The drake Scaup remained on
Walthamstow Wetlands and the female Hooded Merganser was last seen on the 1st on the KGV where the drake Scaup
also remained. A Pintail on the 24th was only the second this year and up to eight Goosander and 11 Goldeneye were
recorded. A Scandinavian Rock Pipit was noted on the 8th. A Goldeneye was a good record for Wanstead Flats on the
10th and a Dark-bellied Brent Goose in the Ingrebourne on the same day was equally note worthy along with a drake
Goosander back on Connaught Water from the 19th. The adult Caspian Gull returned to Eagle Pond from the 23rd and
down on the Thames there were two Scoter off Gallions Reach on the 8th while 17 Little Egrets near Upminster on the
24th was a good count for the season. Firecrests were noted at five sites and a Siberian Chiffchaff was at Sewardstone
Marsh on the 6th. There was a scattering of single Siskins and Brambling and a few winter thrushes, and a Black Redstart
in Upminster on the 15th. Ravens were seen over Roding Valley Meadows and Thorndon CP.
South-East Essex
RSPB Wallasea was a draw all month with a peak of seven Short-eared Owls (10th), three Hen Harriers (including a silver
male), ten Marsh Harriers, regular Merlin and Peregrines, up to three Great White Egrets throughout, and even a wintering
Curlew Sandpiper (1st). Two more Short-eared Owls were on Foulness and further Great White Egrets were seen at the
Lower Ray Pits (20th) and on RSPB Bowers (7th). Two Whooper Swans remained at Paglesham Lagoon till the 9th and two
Red-crested Pochards were there the same day with eight Goldeneye there on the 30th being a good local count. Nine
Eider and a Shag were off Gunners Park on the 30th and Firecrest was there on the 19th and another six Eider were seen
off Canvey again along with small flocks of Scoter and a Purple Sandpiper on the 15th and 16th. Nineteen Med Gulls and
a Shag were off Southend Pier on the 8th and 134 was the peak count for the Two Tree Island Little Egret roost on the 1st
while a Bittern was back at Wat Tyler from the 14th. Upriver there were 39 Common and a female Velvet Scoter off East
Tilbury on the 30th where both Twite and Little Auk were noted on eth 19th and a Bonxie was off Tilbury on the 5th. The
Black-necked Grebe remained at TTNP till at least the 3rd. Up at Bradwell BO a Dartford Warbler was seen between the
6th and 13th and two Short-eared Owls, two Merlins and both male and female Hen Harriers made for good raptoring.
Ravens were noted over RSPB Bowers and East Tilbury and inland at Hanningfield Reservoir there were three female
Scaup, 27 Goldeneye, six Black-tailed Godwit and 11 Dunlin on the 19th.
Mid Essex
Abberton Reservoir was the bird hub for the area once again with up to 11 Great White Egrets throughout the month.
The white bird fest was added to by the arrival of five Cattle Egrets from the 18th and the first two Bewick’s Swans from
the 8th, increasing to six on the 29th. Goosander numbers rose steadily to 17 on the 7th and there were 56 by the 17th.
Similarly Scaup rose from two females on the 7th to nine on the 18th, Just the one female Smew was seen from the 10th
and two Red-crested Pochards were seen on the 8th.
Registered Charity No. 1142734
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The single Long-tailed Duck became two from the 8th and two Black-necked Grebes were seen from the 18th while at
least one drake Ring-necked Duck was around till the 19th. A Little Auk was a superb find on the 16th but amazingly
did not get consumed and was still paddling around on the 19th! A ringtail Hen Harrier was seen on three dates from
the 10th. Elsewhere there were two Cattle Egrets at RSPB Old Hall Marshes on the 16th and adjacent Abbotts Hall held
four Slavonian Grebes, 320 Pintail and a Short-eared Owl on the 21st. A Great Northern Diver was off West Mersea on the
15th and two Great White Egrets and another Slavonian Grebe were at Fingringhoe Wick on the 5th with Hen Harrier and
Merlin there on the 29th. A Whimbrel and Common Sandpiper were at Heybridge GP on the 3rd.

North Essex
The Naze continued to host some good birds with Firecrests, Merlins and up to 16 Snow Buntings on several dates along
with a Black-throated Diver (9th), Little Auk (4th and 23rd), Lapland Bunting (6th and 29th), Water Pipit (5th), Pallas’s
Warbler (7th), two Shorelarks (16th and 24th), Black Brant (9th) and a Pom Skua (16th). A single Snow Bunting was at
Holland Haven on the 4th with a Waxwing there on the 10th and two more Snow Bunts nearby at Frinton on the 29th.
A Dartford Warbler and late Swallow ere at Colne Point on the 3rd and a Merlin was there on the 19th while the Harrier
roost in Hamford Water produced 15 Marsh and two male and a female Hen as well as Merlin and a Lapland Bunting on
the 29th. Another ringtail Hen Harrier was over Weeley on the 18th and a Little Auk was found in a Dovercourt garden
on the 10th. A wander around Beacon Hill Fort on the 3rd produced 100 Long-tailed Tits with 60 Goldcrest and eight
Firecrests. There were some good vis mig days off Frinton for Paul: 5th: 509 Scoter, three Eider, Sooty Shearwater, six
Swallow; 15th: eight Eider, four Goldeneye, Kittiwake, Little Auk, three Bonxie, Pom Skua; 17th: three Short-eared Owl;
24th: 74 Red-throated Diver, Black-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, 32 Eider, Bonxie and the big day of the 30th: 220
Red-throated Diver, five Black-throated Diver, three Great Northern Diver, 22 Eider, 711 Scoter, three Long-tailed Duck,
two Pom Skua, Bonxie, 122 Cormorant, Shag, Kittiwake and a late Arctic Tern.

Black Brant by Sean Nixon

Waxwing by Barbara Leport

Shorelark by Glen Moore

Little Auk by Sean Nixon

Merlin by Chris Balchin

Scaup by David Hale
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New

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING
SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS!

EBwS Sweatshirts can be supplied in various sizes. They are manufactured from quality
fleece material with the colour logo on the left side of the chest and ‘Essex Birdwatching
Society’ on the upper right sleeve. The two colours are olive green and charcoal grey. All
for just £25.00 each.
If anyone has a specific requirement for a ‘special’ colour, they can be ordered but are at a
supplementary charge and must be paid for at the time of ordering.
Contact Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 or gerry2johnson@aol.com

Registered Charity No. 1142734
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Field Trip Report - Lackford Lakes & Lynford Arboretum
Sunday 19th January 2020
Fifty four bright-eyed and bushy-tailed birders gathered at the pickup point opposite Meteor Way in Chelmsford for the latest Society
field trip to these two fantastic Suffolk reserves. Following a quick stop for breakfast we made our way up the M11 spotting several
Buzzards and a Jay along the way. We arrived at Lackford Lakes and were met by several other Society members who had made their
own way to the site. A Redwing in a nearby treetop was a good start and we made our way to the feeders near the visitor centre
where Blue, Great and Long-tailed Tits were busy feeding. Also present were Chaffinch, Dunnock, Robin and a fine male Bullfinch in the
hedgerow beyond. Next stop was the sailing lake with Lesser Black-backed Gull, Teal, Wigeon and two drake Goldeneye the highlights.
A short walk along the path there was a break in the trees that revealed some bird feeders situated above a brook. Several Reed
Bunting and Goldfinch were noted on the feeders and a Water Rail showed briefly beneath. Moments later a smart male Lesser Redpoll
appeared on the Niger seed, soon joined by a second bird. A few of us spent several minutes admiring the Redpolls whilst the Water
Rail made sporadic appearances below, with a probable second Rail seen feeding at the far end of the brook. Eventually we moved on
and headed towards The Slough lagoon at the north end of the reserve. Here we saw over forty Common Snipe, some smart Shoveler,
Cormorant, Gadwall, an Egyptian Goose and a very obliging Kingfisher that made a prolonged appearance and was seen devouring
an early lunch. A couple of Jack Snipe were also spotted by two members of the group that stayed behind. We moved on to a shaded
clearing nearby where some seed had been scattered on a large tree stump, noting Siskin along the way. Woodland birds flew back
and forth to the seed including Coal Tit, Marsh Tit and Nuthatch whilst a timid Bank Vole scurried in and out of a hole in the base of the
stump. By now it was nearly time to depart to Lynford so we all made our way back to the coach.
Upon arrival at Lynford a few of us headed towards the lake which was very quiet, the only new bird of the day being a single Great
Crested Grebe. In the arboretum the tunnel proved more fruitful with Yellowhammer, Chaffinch and three Bramblings all foraging in
the leaf litter. Moving on we had been tipped off by a local that two Tawny Owls were roosting in a nearby tree! Although we knew
they were there it took a few minutes to locate them as they were so high up and extremely well camouflaged; however it was worth
the effort and Jane Noble even got a cheeky wink (from the owl of course!) as she digiscoped a video clip. We carried on over the
bridge, pausing to watch the Marsh Tit and Nuthatch feeding on the concrete pillars, and headed for the paddock. We were hoping
for Hawfinch and it wasn’t long before Steve managed to spot a female showing well in a distant treetop, her plumage stunning in the
winter sunlight. Over the next hour we found more Hawfinch, with eight birds seen in total. Also of note in the paddock were several
Siskin, a small flock of Redwing, and three Mistle Thrush but alas no sign of any Crossbill.
With light fading we reluctantly folded our tripods and made our way back to the car park. It had been another great trip to two very
different but equally rewarding sites and we had once again been very fortunate with the weather. A decent total of 80 species were
seen throughout the day with a few year ticks for most people. Huge thanks to Steve and Gerry and to everyone who attended whether
by coach or car, it was great to see so many people participating. Hopefully you can all make it to Wallasea on 16th February for Shorteared Owls, Hen Harrier and lots more!
Matt Turner

Kingfisher by Steve Grimwade

Nuthatch by Terry Malby
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Marsh Tit by Steve Grimwade

Hawfinch by Terry Malby
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Essex Ornithological Summary
December 2019 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
A quite final month of the year with ever increasing water levels but little change. A Cattle Egret was seen for a while on
the 3rd and two Ruff were still to be found amongst the Lapwing flocks while Avocets reached a new high of 44 on the
5th. A Little Stint on the 12 was amazingly the first for the year and a Jack Snipe occasionally bobbed for the punters from
the Butts Hide. There were almost no Golden Plovers but Dunlin hit a healthy 1107 on the 5th and two Knot were with the
Godwits on the 31st. Caspian Gulls were seen on several dates and a combined total of ten birds were seen between the
5th and 6th. The male Goshawk was seen again on the 5th and 18th and a juvenile female Hen Harrier was a real treat on
the 11th when a Merlin was also seen. Up to five Marsh Harriers, Buzzards and Peregrines kept things active and a Red
Kite was seen on the 3rd. Eight Brent Geese circled on the 18th with a single on the 29th and a Goosander was seen going
upriver on the 7th. Ravens dropped in occasionally but Short-eared Owl appearances were scarce although the Barn Owls
were superb. Bearded Tits were still to be found on the trails and Water Pipits and Firecrests were still to be found. The last
new year bird of 2019 was a Shag bringing up about a total of 178 which is well down on recent years.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
In the Lee Valley, the two Cattle Egrets continued to loiter around Hall Marsh and the drake Scaup did likewise at
Walthamstow Wetlands while single Bittern and female Smew were around Seventy Acres lake with up to 21 Goosander
in the general area. Holyfield Hall Farm attracted a Raven (13th) and over 150 Chaffinch and with them were a Brambling
and up to 26 Yellowhammer and winter thrush numbers slowly increased across the area. Down Valley the drake Scaup
also remained on the KGV where a male Merlin (6th) and drake Smew (29th) were seen while back at the Wetlands there
were still two Firecrests and the Crest hybrid to be found along with a Common Sandpiper. Another three Common Sands
were at Bow Creek. The adult Caspian Gull at Eagle Pond was joined by a 2cy for a few days and down at Creekmouth
an early 1cy Iceland Gull was seen on the 27th. The site also hosted at least 11 Chiffchaff and a smart Siberian Chiffchaff
on the 9th and 27th along with a Black Redstart. Woodcock were seen in the Ingrebourne Valley and at Warren Gorge
where there was also a Bittern on the 3rd. Firecrests were seen here, in Purfleet and at Warley Place while two Rock Pipits
on Wanstead Flats (15th) were decidedly late in the season to be inland. Goosanders away from the Lee Valley were seen
at Connaught Water and at Hainualt Forest CP where there were three on the 15th. The year finished off in style with six
Crossbills over Romford (30th) and a ringtail Hen Harrier through Beckton STW on the 31st.
South-East Essex
RSPB Wallasea was still popular with a peak of seven Short-eared Owls (1st), three ringtail and an adult male Hen Harrier,
15 Marsh Harriers, regular Merlin and Peregrines and up to three regular Great White Egrets. A 2cy Glaucous Gull was
seen on the 1st and five Twite dropped in on the 28th. Two Great White were also at Paglesham Lagoon on the 25th and
two Whooper Swans were at Fleet Head on the 27th. Two Ravens were here at other local sites from the 27th to the 30th
with another over Wat Tyler CP (5th) while Red Kites were seen over South Fambridge and RSPB West Canvey. Three
more Whoopers overflew Wickford on the 4th and a male Hen Harrier was seen at North Fambridge on the 22nd. Two
Shags were off South Fambridge on the 7th and 8th while three Water Pipits were still being seen at RSPB Vange Marshes
and a Cattle Egret was on Fobbing briefly on the 1st. Bradwell BO had Short-eared Owl, Merlin and a Twite on the 4th
and the latter became 18 on the 15th and 28 from the 18th which is the highest local count for some years. A Dartford
Warbler was also seen there on the 11th. Firecrests were wintering at Gunner park (two) and in St Mary’s in Shoebury
(three). There were some good diver counts off Canvey with a peak of 54 Red-throated on the 22nd with at least two
Black-throateds on several dates too. A Velvet Scoter and Eider were seen with 60 Common Scoter on the 1st and Great
Crested Grebes reached 130 on the 17th. A Shag was seen on the 21st and at least five Med Gulls were drifting around.
A Bonxie was loafing off the end of Southend Pier on the 26th and 15 Med Gulls were mumping scraps out there too.
Up-Thames there were 16 Brent Geese, 12 Scoter and a Red-throated Diver off TTNP on the 1st with a Black Redstart near
the Centre on the 3rd and the three Twite continued to be seen until the at least the 11th at Coalhouse Fort along with
a high of 27 Corn Buntings. Inland a Long-tailed Duck was at Hanningfield Reservoir on the 1st and 12 Goosander was
the peak on the 9th.
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Mid Essex
Abberton Reservoir was (as so often is the case) was the centre of attention once again. Five Cattle Egrets lingered till
the 1st and then a singleton appeared from the 12th. Great White Egrets peaked at 11 on the 21st and the six Bewick’s
stayed till the first with four new ones arriving from the 15th. Scaup reached six on the 4th and the two Long-tailed
Ducks, Black-necked Grebe and drake Ring-necked Duck were all in attendance. Goosander numbers dropped to 36 on
the 4th and a pair of Smew on the 15th was joined by another female from the 21st. A whopping 4210 Teal were counted
in one group on the 18th and Merlin and ring-tailed Hen Harrier were both seen. The Black Brant was last seen at West
Mersea on the 8th with seven Med Gulls and a Pale-bellied Brent Goose there on the 15th and three Great Northern
Divers in the mouth of the Blackwater by the 28th. Upriver there was Red-necked Grebe off Tollesbury on the 12th which
was then seen off Osea (19th) along with five Slavonian Grebes, Great Northern Diver, 64 Mergansers and 14 Scoter. Two
Red-necked Grebes were then seen off RSPB Old Hall Marshes on the 30th and the reserve also held a Black Brant on the
18th and three Short-eared Owls and two Spotted Redshanks on the 22nd. A Shag was at Heybridge on the 12th and
a Great White Egret was inland nearby at Langford on the 22nd. At East Mersea there was another Red-necked Grebe
sighting and an Eider on the 27th with three Bewick’s Swans over on the 15th. The Colne was quiet save for a juvenile
male Hen Harrier at Alresford on the 21st and a very late Swallow at The Hythe on the 5th and a Great Northern Diver and
three Russian White-fronts off Brightlingsea on the 30th.
North Essex
The Naze continued to host the same good birds as November with up to three Firecrests, regular Merlins and Shorteared Owl and up to 15 Snow Buntings down on Stone Point. A Little Auk was paddling around offshore on the 10th. Five
more Snow Buntings were at Colne Point on the 7th and a Black Brant was there on the 18th while three Bewick’s Swans
over St Osyth on the 15th were tracked south. The Stour was quiet with peaks of 19 Merganser, 11 Goldeneye, Slavonian
Grebe and Great Northern Diver on the 18th off Wrabness and a high of 30 Mergansers and seven Scaup off Mistley Quay
on the 12th. The harrier roost in Hamford Water hosted 21 Marsh and three Hen on the 15th along with two dashing
Merlins and a Short-eared Owl was seen at Kirby-le-Soken on the 23rd. Back on the coast four Purple Sandpipers were
along the Holland Haven sea front and there were some good diver days off Frinton: 16th: 181 Red-throated, two Blackthroated; 17th: 41 Red-throated, three Scaup; 18th: 204 Red-throated, Great Northern, Red-necked Grebe, Razorbill, two
Guillemot, two Velvet Scoter, 93 Common Scoter, 192 Cormorants, Bonxie; 21st: 221 Red-throated, Black-throated, two
Great Northern, 48 Kittiwakes.

Mediterranean Gull by David L. Smith

Purple Sandpipers by David Curle

Short-eared Owl by Jason McCombe

Great Northern Divers by Sean Nixon
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EBWS Pin Badges
They are 30mm square, come in smooth
and raised finishes and are just a minimum
of £1 donation each.
Available at evening talks and field trips.

The Peregrine by J A Baker read by David Attenborough
While there can be little doubt that J A Baker was a great Essex writer, there is uncertainty over the accuracy
of his observations of the peregrine, recorded in his book of that name. (See Essex Birding no 128 Summer/
Autumn 2016 and no 132 Summer/Autumn 2018 for articles about Baker.)
The BBC has recently paid Baker the accolade of releasing nine extracts from The Peregrine read by David
Attenborough on the Radio 4 website.
These are available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07xhbdk
More information about Baker and his works can be found at the website: www.jabaker.co.uk
David Simmonds
Fieldfare by Steve Grimwade
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