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“Due to the continued daily increase in numbers of people with the Corona-19 virus
across the UK, the change in status for this disease and the restrictions imposed
by government are only expected to increase in the coming days. Hence we have
made the decision to postpone the Essex Birdwatching Society’s ‘Woodland Birds’
conference due to be held at Writtle University College on Saturday 21st March
2020 until later in the year when it is hoped this disease will be under control and
movement/gathering restrictions lifted.
As a responsible organisation the Society has a duty of care to the members, guests,
speakers and exhibitors and under these special circumstances feels this is the
correct decision in these difficult times to avoid possible contact with anyone that
is infected with the disease.
We apologies to everyone that has booked places to attend the conference and were
looking forward to an enjoyable day of lectures and the ‘light’ lunch spread. We
trust that you appreciate this decision which was not an easy one to make after all
the work undertaken by the members of the committee, but the welfare of everyone
comes first.
The new date for the conference will be announced in due course with all bookings
being transferred to the new date. Alternatively if the revised date is not suitable
then a full refund can be made on application to: info.ebws@gmail.com
It should also be noted that ALL further indoor meetings and field trip meetings,
as shown on the 2019-2020 fixture card, are cancelled.
The new fixture card for 2020-2021 will be sent out in July with the next issue of
Essex Birding magazine when it is hoped we can resume with our meetings from
August 2020 onwards”.
Essex Birdwatching Society Executive Committee
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Essex Ornithological Summary
January 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
2020 started much as 2019 left off with mild westerly weather dominating. Wildfowl numbers remained stable but there
was little change. A female Goldeneye on the 1st was the only different duck and a juvenile Russian White-fronted Goose
was seen amongst the Greylags on the 3rd, 9th and 11th while the Bar-headed Goose was still attracting attention! A
paltry 19 Golden Plover n the 29th was the peak amongst 1500 Lapwing and there were still two Ruff to be found along
with occasional sightings to Green Sandpiper and Jack Snipe. A Woodcock was seen on the 1st. At least ten different
Caspian Gulls were found by those dedicated to the cause along with a few Yellow-legged Gulls, two Meds and a very
sporadic juvenile Iceland Gull. Four Short-eared Owls are wintering but have been very difficult to pin down and Red
Kites were noted on the 6th and 21st while six Marsh Harriers continue to delight along with Peregrine and Buzzard. A
female Merlin was seen on the 1st. Two Firecrests continued to tantalise in the Cordite and Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps are
overwintering but Bearded Tits have been volatile in their appearances.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
The two Cattle Egrets continued to winter around Hall Marsh and a pair of Smew and about ten Goosanders were
between Seventy Acres and Holyfield Lakes with three Red-crested Pochards being seen there on the 4th. The male
Scaup remained on the KGV with a male Smew and the full billed female Hooded Merganser there on the 19th and 21st.
Down at Walthamstow Wetlands the male Scaup also continued his residency and the 1st saw the arrival of a male Black
Redstart and two Bearded Tits which then lingered all month along with the two Firecrests. A Dark-bellied Brent Goose
on the 6th was another excellent find. The adult Caspian Gull remained at Eagle Pond and the second-winter was seen
on Wanstead Flats on the 19th while the juvenile Iceland Gull was seen with increasingly regularity at Creekmouth from
the 8th with the continued presence of about a dozen Chiffchaffs, a silvery Siberian Chiffchaff and a Black Redstart in
the adjacent private sewage works. Ravens were seen over Holyfield, Kelvedon Hatch and Loughton and a female Merlin
dashed through the Ingrebourne Valley on the 4th and a pair of Smew there on the 22nd were replaced by two pair of
Goosander on the 23rd! A Goshawk was seen over Woodford Green and there were several Red Kite sightings but it was
the first-winter Turtle Dove in Valentines Park in Ilford that proved the show stopper for the month.
South-East Essex
Eight Barnacle Geese were at RSPB West Canvey with a single Russian White-front on the 2nd and the former became ten
at RSPB Bowers from the 18th. Two each of Water Pipit, Spotted Redshank and Greenshank were wintering between the
three RSPB South Essex Marshes reserves. Another Water Pipit was up at Ropers Farm on the Crouch on several dates.
A pair of Mergansers were off Two Tree Island on the 11th and another female was off Canvey Point on the 25th. The
Thames was otherwise quiet although 21 Med Gulls was a peak count at the end of Southend Pier. Five Cattle Egrets
were seen over Benfleet Creek on the 12th and then four there on the 20th. RSPB Wallasea still held at least four Shorteared Owls during January along with three ringtail and an adult male Hen Harrier, regular Merlin and Peregrines and
up to three Great White Egrets. Two Whooper Swans were seen there on the 5th and 8th and a female Goosander was in
the channels on the 13th while 4000 Golden Plover made a fine sight and three Ravens continued the upwards trend in
sightings. The three Twite remained at East Tilbury and a Black Redstart was on Fobbing on the 8th while the Firecrests
continued to winter in St Mary’s, Shoebury and on Two Tree Island with three at the latter on the 19th. Short-eared Owls
were seen at Blue House Farm and Burnham-on-Crouch with a Whimbrel wintering at the latter site and a good flock of
Corn Buntings on the 16th. A family party of four Pale Bellied Brent Geese and a pair of Black Brants were a good find at
Stow Marsh on the 10th. A Black Brant was at Bradwell BO on the 5th and ringtail Hen Harrier, Merlin and 28 Twite making
for a good day while Dartford Warbler (25th) and 291 Red-throated Divers (29th) were also noted. Inland a Great White
Egret was at Hanningfield along with eight Goosander on the 1st and eight Russian White-fronts on the 19th became ten
from the 25th while six Hawfinches were in Danbury on the 31st.
Mid Essex
Abberton Reservoir started 2020 nicely with everything lingering from December. The single Cattle Egret was seen till
the 8th and Great White Egrets peaked at seven. Two Whooper Swans were new on the 8th and dropped in from time to
time all month while the four Bewick’s Swans became six on the 25th.
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Five Russian White-fronts arrived on the 3rd and slowly increased to a high of 16 on the 19th while a single Pink-foot flew
through on the 1st. The two drake Ring-necked Ducks were still to be found along with now three Long-tailed Ducks, 57
Goosander (25th), four Smew, five Scaup and a Black-throated Diver that arrived on the 1st. A Green-winged Teal was a
similarly fine NYD find and was seen till the 3rd but the Swallow on the 1st was a complete surprise and survived till at
least the 18th. Three adult Med Gulls were seen on the 1st and two ring-tail Hen Harriers lingered and included a radio
tagged bird. Marlin and Peregrine were also seen around the reservoir. Mersea Island was quite good although the rivers
are quieter than usual. Up to three Great Northern Divers (25th) were off the West end as well as nine Mergansers, four
Med Gulls, five Slavonian Grebes and a Red-necked Grebe on the 1st while at the East end there were seven Slavonian
Grebes (25th), two Eider (10th), Great White Egret (4th) and Pale-bellied Brent Goose (12th). Ten Russian White-fronts
arrived on the 5th and slowly increased to 12 on the 20th. A pair of Hen Harriers were seen out over Langenhoe. Four
Russian White-fronts were also at Tollesbury on the 24th with Red-necked Grebe and two Slavonian Grebes the same
day. Two Cattle Egrets were at RSPB Old Hall Marshes on the 4th with a single there on the 8th and a couple of sightings
subsequently at Copt Hall. OHM also had a male Hen Harrier (21st), two Great Northern Divers, a Short-eared Owl and
the star bird of the month a first-winter Black Guillemot on the 8th and 9th – a major county rarity. A male Smew and a
Red-crested Pochard were at Chigborough and Lofts Farm on the 3rd and ten Bearded Tits (7th) and a Great White Egret
(16th) were at Heybridge GPs with a Black Brant at nearby Maldon on the 5th. The Colne was quiet with 500 Avocet
and a Great White Egret (21st) at Fingringhoe with two Water Pipits at the nearby Mill and a Firecrest (20th) and Raven
(11th) were over Wivenhoe with a Black Redstart at The Hythe from the 3rd. Inland a Great White Egret was at Ardleigh
Reservoir on the 18th and 14 Goosander commuted between its at Great Braxted and Great Totham.

North Essex
Mistley Quay held the prize for January with a different first-winter Black Guillemot to the Blackwater bird on the 15th.
Two in a winter! Forty Goldeneye and three Scaup were there on te 24th with eight Barnacle Geese and 170 Avocet
on the 1st. Up river a Goosander was at Cattawade on the 4th and 85 Pintail, 26 Mergansers and six Slavonian Grebes
were off Wrabness on the 21st. Eleven Snow Buntings remained at Stone Point and Merlin, Firecrest and a male Hen
Harrier were rewards for the hardy Naze birders. Four Purple Sandpipers remained at Holland Haven and two Pink-feet
at Wigboro Wick Farm on the 1st were joined by six White-fronts that evening. The latter stayed and had increased by to
13 by the 7th. A ringtail Hen Harrier and Merlin were seen over the farm on the 7th. Inland there were several Raven and
Red Kite sightings and a flock of 30 Hawfinches were seen in Hatfield Forest which was very encouraging.

Hen Harrier by Sean Nixon

Siberian Chiffchaff by Sean Nixon

Ring-necked Duck by David Hale

Nuthatch by David Hale
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New

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING
SOCIETY SWEATSHIRTS!

EBwS Sweatshirts can be supplied in various sizes. They are manufactured from quality
fleece material with the colour logo on the left side of the chest and ‘Essex Birdwatching
Society’ on the upper right sleeve. The two colours are olive green and charcoal grey. All
for just £25.00 each.
If anyone has a specific requirement for a ‘special’ colour, they can be ordered but are at a
supplementary charge and must be paid for at the time of ordering.
Contact Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 or gerry2johnson@aol.com
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Essex Ornithological Summary
February 2020 by Howard Vaughan
RSPB Rainham Marshes
February is often the coldest and best winter month but not this year. The wet, windy westerly weather has prevented
any immigration and duck and wader numbers remained where they were in December. A Jack Snipe was seen over one
of the mammoth tides on the 10th and two Ruff were still about. Gull watching did provide us with some more Caspian
action and a fine adult Iceland Gull visited on the 11th and 12th while an adult Med Gull headed out with 500 Black-heads
on the 10th. Peregrines were especially active along with six Marsh Harriers and two sightings of Merlin with a female on
the 13th and a male on the 19th. A Red Kite was seen on the 3rd and three more drifted through on the 11th while two
Short-eared continued to be problematical with just sporadic appearances. The Firecrests were seen now and then and
Bearded Tits and Stonechats were on the trails.
Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area)
It was a month of lingerers… The Turtle Dove remained in Valentines Park till at least the 8th but proved tricky while the
trio of Black Redstart, two Bearded Tits and Firecrests were at Walthamstow Wetlands all month. The juvenile Iceland Gull
was at Creekmouth till the 9th and Caspian and Med Gulls were also seen there with Brambling and Siberian Chiffchaff
in the adjacent sewage works. The adult Caspian Gull was seen again on Eagle Pond with a first-winter at Roding Valley
Meadows on the 16th and a Yellow-legged Gull on Wanstead Flats on the 1st. Further Med Gulls were seen at the Wetlands
(18th), Valentines Park (11th) and Barking Park (12th). Red Kites started to reappear in regular spots and the Ravens were
seen in the mid-Lee Valley again. Back in the Lee Valley the two Cattle Egrets were still around Hall Marsh and a female
Smew, seven Goosander and two Bitterns were seen with some regularity around Seventy Acres. Two Black-necked
Grebes were on the Wm Girling and the Hooded Merganser was on the KGV once again on the 6th. Up to five Goosander
were on Connaught Water and Weald Park and a Great Northern Diver went past Grays on the 14th. Common Sandpipers
were on the Lee at Bow and the Wetlands and 45 Avocets was a good count at West Thurrock Marshes on the 4th. A Great
White Egret flew over Woodford Green A bizarrely unseasonal Sandwich Tern was over Fair Play Farm in Upminster on the
5th with a great count of 52 Yellowhammers there on the 13th. Two new Firecrests were seen in Wanstead Park on the
4th along with a Woodcock and a Tree Sparrow was a great find at Holyfield Farm on the 21st.
South-East Essex
The raptors remained the same at RSPB Wallasea with at least four different Hen Harriers amongst the Marsh Harriers,
Peregrines and a couple of Merlins. Five Short-eared Owls was the peak count and the two Great White Egrets were still
stalking around while the Ravens made the odd appearance. A male Hen Harrier was also seen at Blue House Farm (6th)
with Short-eared Owl the same day and a male Smew on the 5th. A Great White Egret was over South Woodham Ferrers
on the 12th and the ten Barnacle Geese were still at RSPB West Canvey and Water Pipits were at Bowers, Barling, Roper’s
Farm and South Woodham Ferrers. Roper’s Farm also had the only county Lapland Bunting on the 8th and the Firecrests
were still in Shoebury throughout. Canvey was very quiet with the westerly wind with a Shag on the 15th being the only
notable sighting and a single Twite was still with Linnets on the 6th at East Tilbury where Avocets topped the thousand
mark. Bradwell was quiet but the Dartford Warbler reappeared on the 5th.
Mid Essex
February carried on where January left off at Abberton Reservoir with three Great White Egrets remaining along with
the two Whooper Swans, drake Ring-necked Duck, three Long-tailed Duck and pair of Scaup. There were still ten Russian
White-fronted Geese on the 8th but Goosander dropped to 14 and only three red-head Smew were seen. Conversely
Goldeneye reached a whopping 300 (3rd) and a Slavonian Grebe was new on the 17th while an elusive drake Ferruginous
was found on the 6th and lingered. A female Merlin was seen on the 3rd and a male on the 16th and Grey Partridge
on the 19th was a good local bird. The Blackwater was very quiet and I suspect due to the general appalling viewing
conditions all month rather than a lack of birds with just 30 Mergansers off Goldhanger (7th) being the only report
although Dartford Warbler, Merlin and two Great White Egrets were seen there the same day. Up on the Colne there were
16 Mergansers and 12 Goosanders fishing on the river off Fingringhoe on the 4th. The Goosanders were also seen on the
lake in Colchester Uni while 14 more were once again around Great Totham during the month. A count of 14 Bearded
Tits at Heybridge GP on the 6th was notable and a Black Redstart was at the Hythe from the 1st while Ravens were once
again seen over Chalkney Wood.
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North Essex
The Stour was quiet with a single Slavonian Grebe, Scaup, 15 Mergansers, 11 Goldeneye, Med Gull and two Greenshank
from Mistley on the 12th being the only report. Three male and a female Hen Harrier and 20 Marsh Harrier roosted in
Hamford Water on the 4th with a Merlin to add zip while another was at the Naze on the 8th. Six Goosander were regular
at Ardleigh Reservoir and four Purple Sandpipers at Holland Haven on the 20th. Seven Hawfinch were in Hatfield Forest
on the 8th and Ravens were seen over Farnham (12th).

Black Redstart by David Curle

Scaup by David Curle

Ferruginous Duck by Sean Nixon

Whooper Swan by David Hale

Grey Wagtail by Matt Turner

Pintail by David Saville

Stock Dove by Sean Nixon

Mediterranean Gull by Alan Shearman
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Request for Articles & Photographs
The Executive Committee are currently preparing
the next issue of our magazine ‘Essex Birding’ and
would be grateful for any articles and/or photographs.
These could be about birding abroad or at home.
The deadline is June 2020.
Please write an article for the magazine and send to:
gerry2johnson@aol.com
Many thanks!

EBWS Pin Badges
They are 30mm square, come in smooth
and raised finishes and are just a minimum
of £1 donation each.

ESSEX BIRDWATCHING SOCIETY SOCIAL MEDIA
Don’t forget to join our Facebook or
Twitter pages which feature all our up and
coming events, bird photos, bird news
and lots of other interesting stuff!
Follow us at:https://www.facebook.com/ebwsinfo
or
https://twitter.com/EssexBirdNews

If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Essex Birdwatching Society
please email “unsubscribe” to info.ebws@gmail.com
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