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After last years successful event we are pleased to launch the BIG COUNTY BIRDWATCH 2020. Due to recent 
Covid restrictions we have had to adapt this years effort to your local patch, nature reserve, open space or garden. 
It runs from Friday 2nd - Monday 5th October 2020 and there is a recording form included as well as a garden 
bird ID sheet which may be helpful for beginners or family and neighbours. Please feel free to pass on to friends 
and neighbours as we want as many people as possible to take part in this great event. Check out our website for 
more information. We also have a new YouTube channel with video chats about the weekend.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRRUJEnbLNU4Gjli7MJPdtA
Stay safe and best wishes to all and I look forward to hearing how you get on. 

Steve

The Essex 
Birdwatching 
Society
Newsletter

The Natural Home of Bird Recording and Birdwatching in Essex since 1949

Like watching birds?... Up for a challenge?... 
Then take part in the

 ‘THE BIG COUNTY BIRDWATCH’
The Essex Birdwatching Society is again running it’s successful Big County Birdwatch but due to the changeable COVID 
landscape we are making the focus YOUR LOCAL AREA and GARDEN.

From Friday 2nd - Monday 5th October we are inviting EVERYONE in Essex to Birdwatch with us in their locality and to 
record and report what they see.  

We want to know ‘What you see’, ‘How many you see’, and ‘Where you see them’. Upload your records OR download a 
recording Entry Form from: www.ebws.org.uk/bcbw and send it to us - your records count.

‘The BIG County Birdwatch’ runs from 
Friday 2nd through to Monday 5th October 2020

Know your birds? - Then take the ‘#BCBW’ challenge – how many species can you  spot in a single day or over 4 days if 
you wish. Records go towards giving the Society a snapshot of bird species and numbers in Essex over that weekend.

Don’t forget to use the hashtag #BCBW when posting on Twitter and Facebook plus we would love to see your photos 
and videos too!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRRUJEnbLNU4Gjli7MJPdtA


Join us for the Big County Birdwatch: Friday 2nd - Monday 5th October 2020
Count in your garden or local area in a day or over all four days!
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Comment/Notes/ Other Observers

Add your sightings at https://www.ebws.org.uk 
or return this sheet to:-  

Essex Birdwatching Society, Swan Cottage,  
370 London Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex CO3 8LU

www.ebws.org.uk/bcbw
Celebrating over 70 years of bird recording in Essex

Registered Charity No: 1142734

Name ....................................................................................................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode  .........................  Email Address ....................................................................................................................
The Essex Birdwatching Society do not share your data with any third parties.          Please include me in feedback and notifications from BCBW

        Please add me to your mailing list                     Please treat my report as anonymous and delete my data following the BCBW.

Thank you for taking part in The Big County Birdwatch (BCBW)
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House Sparrow
Unfortunately not as common 
as they used to be, a flock of 

chirping House Sparrows in the 
bushes will brighten  

anyone’s garden.

Starling
Look closely and this is one of 
our prettiest birds, amazing 

plumage and great mimicry in 
its’ song. Watch out for young 

birds with adult plumage 
coming through.

Wood Pigeon
Big bully that hogs all the seed 

on the table (tip: wheat free 
seed gives the smaller birds a 

chance)

Blackbird
Mr Blackbird is very smart 

with his yellow eye and beak 
although he always marries 

Miss Brownbird!

Here is a handy bird identification sheet to help you with some of the birds in your garden

Celebrating over 70 years of bird recording in Essex
www.ebws.org.uk/bcbw
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Robin
With a delightful trilling song 

and bright red breast the Robin 
is one of our most familiar 

garden birds.

Blue Tit
If you put out fat balls or nuts 

you’re sure to attract this 
cheeky little bird with a big 

attitude.
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Chaffinch
The handsome male chaffinch 
is unmistakable, the female is 
a bit like a sparrow with white 

wing bars. Listen for their  
‘pink pink’ calls  

Goldfinch
A bright red face and a gold 
flash on the wing can only 

mean one thing. Listen for their 
flowing song and twinkling 

flight calls. 

Sparrowhawk
You normally know when 

you have a Sparrowhawk as 
everything else will disappear. 
Keep your feeders stocked and 

a Sparrowhawks lunch will 
always be on hand!  

Great Spotted 
Woodpecker

If you’re lucky you may find one 
of these hanging from your 

feeders. The males have a red 
nape, the females black and 

young birds have a full 
red crown.  

Long-tailed Tit
The cutest bird you’re likely to 
see in the garden, without its’ 

tail the smallest UK bird.  
Listen for their delightful 

contact calls.  

Dunnock
Sprinkle some food on the 

ground and you may find one 
of these secretive little birds 

with beautiful streaky 
brown plumage.  

Song Thrush
If you encourage snails in 

your garden you may be lucky 
enough to attract this spotty-

breasted thrush. When singing, 
often repeats the same phrase 

2 or 3 times.

Wren
Usually found skulking in low 

level cover this tiny bird has an 
explosive song with a long trill 

at the end.  

Great Tit
The bird with a thousand calls 
- our biggest, baddest tit has a 
black crown and bib to match. 

Blackcap
Look in leaf cover for this plain 
grey bird with a black cap (or 
brown cap on the female). It 

has a call that sounds like two 
pebbles being hit together. 
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