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Editorial
Lesley Collinsn
As I started writing this we were only three weeks
from flying to Canada, mainly to see my son who
moved out to Alberta two years ago, but to also do a
spot of bird watching of course! Hopefully you will
read all about it in a future issue. It has been fun
organising it ourselves, Steve had worked out a tour
that will also give us time to visit some great birding
spots around Calgary and Banff with a local guy and
another near Edmonton, both we found through
links on the internet – what a wonderful resource to
have, a new camera has been bought for those
record shots, hotels and car hire arranged and we
were ready to go.
But first we needed to get this issue going.
Following on from the successful move of the last
Bird Report to Swallowtail Print, we have negotiated
for them to publish Essex Birding too. We now have
full colour and this has allowed us to show you some
of the wonderful photos that are shared on the
website. Maybe this will encourage you to add
sightings and photos of your own on the website.
We have also been busy choosing photos for the first
EBwS calendar for 2016, which we hope to have on
sale at the September indoor meeting.
So what do we have for you in this issue?
Updates on Operation Turtle Dove and the work
that has been going on in Essex, preparing and
sowing the seed we purchased following the 1st
Conference in 2012. Thank you to all that helped
with the Wethersfield site, including Steve Hallam
who wrote the day up on his blog and has let us
share it with you.
For those of us that like to list our sightings we
have a wonderful article by Nick Moran about
BirdTrack, an online sightings record keeping system
that helps you know instantly what you have seen,
Canada Geese (Dan Arndt)
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where and when and also helps the BTO with this
information.  Again another wonderful use of the
technology we have at our fingertips these days,
although writing in a book will never be replaced
completely and nor should it be.
Gerry has revisited the ‘Birding Code’ and I think it
is a good reminder to us all of birding etiquette.
John Smart has produced another fascinating
article and poem, this time about bird parasites.
Update - it was interesting to see this subject being
covered on BBC’s Springwatch programme this year.
For those that join us for the field trips we have an
article on Holme Observatory, where we will be
enjoying a visit to on Sunday 18th October – a two
reserve in a day with Titchwell being the other
venue. We plan to feature more of the venues that
we will be visiting on our great field trip programme
in future issues. If you have any places you would
like to see us add to the programme please do let
Gerry or anyone on the committee know and we will
see if they would be suitable.
And lastly, to whet your travelling appetite, we
have Mark & Marilyn’s trip to Spain and the first
part of John & Diana Camp’s trip to the Falklands,
such wonderful places to read about and certainly
now on our wish list – which just keeps growing, we
need to win the lottery!! It is great to be able to
feature more of the wonderful photographs taken
on these trips, but it is always hard to decide which
ones to put in and which to leave out.
If you have any ideas for future articles you would
like to see in the pages of Essex Birding,
especially Essex ones, or if you have written up
your birding trips and wish to share them, then
please do not hesitate to let me know at
lesleydc21@gmail.com
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Chairman’s Watchpoint
 Gerry Johnsonn
The Society’s ‘Object’ is undertaken through the
Trustees and the Officers of the Executive
Committee with a robust programme of education
by means of Indoor Meetings, Field Trip Meetings,
attending events and producing publications on
the subject of birds and their conservation in Essex,
together with the all-important recording of bird
species, their numbers and their status throughout
the ceremonial County of Essex, including the areas
of unitary authorities and in the London Boroughs
of Barking, Havering, Newham, Redbridge and
Waltham Forest; and the subsequent publication of
an Annual ‘Essex Bird Report’ available to the
public. More about the ‘Report’ later!
This improves knowledge and promotes
conservation of such species and valuable habitats
for the benefit of both Society members and the
public alike. In addition fund raising is carried out
with selective support given to bodies that
promote the ‘Object’ and aims of The Society.
As Chairman of the Society I would like to take a
moment to say ‘thank you’ for supporting the
different actions undertaken to achieve the
‘Object’ and being a part of the voice of
conservation in Essex. The success of the Society is
entirely thanks to the efforts of grassroots
members and conservationists, people like you,
people interested in birds, our Countryside and the
fragile wildlife it holds for our children and
grandchildren to enjoy for decades to come. Your
continued committed support gives us the ability
to deliver top-quality and many highly valued
policy recommendations necessary to defend
wildlife and the special habitats necessary for them
to survive.
By being a member your generous contribution is
more than a subscription, it is a gift and a sign of
your support for the Trustees and the Officers of
the Executive Committee, the assistants and the
volunteers who work tirelessly to solve critical, and
curtail environmental, issues we all care about so
passionately and to make Essex a better place for
birds.
The continued support of the multi-talented hard
working Executive Committee elected at the AGM
2015, including our new Vice Chairman Stephen
Collins, is very much appreciated. Retiring Vice
4

Chairman David Preston will now be acting as an
assistant to the Executive Committee and I thank
David for standing as Vice Chairman during
challenging times. I feel that we have moved
forward considerably recently, concentrating on
the Society ‘Object’ and by raising the Society’s
profile with the public through the usual channels,
social media and other proactive activities.
As we move into the second half of 2015 we
are well on the way with the preparation and
arrangements for another Conservation
Conference, this time about the very interesting
subject of ‘Migration – Out of Africa’. To be held on
Saturday 19th March 2016 at the splendid Writtle
College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship
Lane Campus, Writtle, CM1 3RR. The full list of
speakers will be announced in the next issue of
‘Essex Birding’ and on social media sites, and I
know that you will not be disappointed. So if you
attended our last Conference in March 2014 on
‘Birds of Prey’ and enjoyed that day you will not
want to miss out on this event. Delegates will be
limited to just 100, so early booking is
recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please contact Secretary Louise and John Sykes
on 01245 355132 or by e-mail to john.sykes@
btinternet.com to obtain further information and
to purchase tickets.
Congratulations to Editor Graham Smith and the
Team of Sub-Editors for completing the first class
‘Essex Bird Report 2012’. However, future issues of
our superb award winning ‘Reports’ are in serious
doubt if we do not find a new Editor(s) to take over
from Graham Smith! When taking on the role as
Editor five years ago Graham agreed to remain
until the ‘Report’ for 2012 was published. This
excellent new look ‘Report’ has now been
published; reaching our members earlier this year
and Graham is still at the helm, but I am unable to
say for how much longer as we just cannot
continue to encroach on Graham’s kind generosity
indefinitely. Hence the dilemma we now face for
future ‘Essex Bird Reports’.  As said on previous
occasions, I cannot believe that out of ca.550
members there is not someone that is, or a group
of members that are not capable and willing to
take on this challenge and fantastic opportunity?
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The Society also owes a huge debt of gratitude
to Senior Recorder Les Steward, who over the last
few months has enhanced and modified 120,000
of 150,000 records, such that they can then be
used in the future as part of the important ‘Essex
Records partnership’ scheme. By the time members
read this Watchpoint Les will more than likely have
completed this mammoth task.
Apologies for the cancellation of this year’s
‘Geoff Pyman Memorial Lecture’ due to be held
on 27th March 2015 at Maldon Town Hall with
guest speaker Nicholas Watts from Vine House
Farms. However, due to very poor pre-ticket sales
(just 15), the organisers EWT Maldon and South
Woodham Ferrers Group, were left with no
alternative but to cancel the talk due to lack of
interest.  Anyone that purchased a ticket for this
talk can, if you have not already, obtain a full
refund from Mike Sandison.
I know that we are only just over half way

through 2015, but I am pleased to advise that
for the first time the Society will be offering an
official Calendar for 2016. This was the idea of
member Allan Knight and, including the cover,
thirteen of Allan’s splendid bird photographs will
be featured. The Calendars will be available at our
Indoor Meetings from September or can be
ordered from Sales Goods Organiser Peter Dwyer
on 01787 476524 or by e-mail to petedwyer@
petedwyer.plus.com
Finally, congratulations to ‘Essex Birding’ joint
Editors Lesley and Stephen Collins for this issue,
full of interesting articles, excellent artwork
and photographs with much more in colour, all
contributed by members along with the important
regular information from around the county. If you
have submitted an article, photographs, art work
or written a summary or a report, thank you.
Enjoy the Journal and your birding during the rest
of 2015.

Margaret’s Musings
by EBwS President Margaret Mitchelln
Many readers know me but for those who do not I
thought I should introduce myself. I was born in
Calcutta and spent most of my first eleven years
in India. When I was eight my father gave me
Salim Ali’s Book of Indian Birds, and I was hooked.
We lived in New Delhi, with a big garden that was
home to many species and I spent hours stalking
them, sometimes with a Daisy air gun. Parental
rules were strongly enforced: there was a short list
of birds I was allowed to shoot, and a longer list of
birds whose eggs I could take for my collection. If I
broke the rules: confiscation! I never did. My
favourite birds at this time were Drongos (we
called them King Crows) and Black Shouldered
Kites, to which I added Paradise Flycatchers on
family holidays in Kashmir.
Coming to England after spells in South Africa
and what is now Zimbabwe, my husband and I
moved to Brentwood and, sponsored by Alan
Rhodes, I joined the Essex Birdwatching and
Preservation Society benefiting greatly from the
knowledge of experts on field trips. Soon I started
going abroad: trips to the Mediterranean led on

to more adventurous destinations sometimes
with bird watching companies, but often with
friends hiring a car and ‘doing our own birds’
usually with a couple of days with a local bird
guide. I returned to India several times: visited
Bharatpur (with Sunbirder) and Goa where I
caught up with the much–wanted Jerdon’s
Chloropsis (aka the Blue-winged Leafbird).
Many of the places I birded are now out of
bounds: the Yemen was more dangerous than
we knew at the time.
Back home, I did two very different BBS surveys
(20 years on one of them), I helped with the
WeBS count on the south shore of the River
Blackwater for some years, was Chairman of the
Society at a rather troubled time and have done
different sections of the Bird Report. For ten
years or so I was a keen twitcher, usually by
myself (in those days I was often the only woman
there) but also with four teenage boys, or with
the then Editor of Essex Birds. I continue to enjoy
Gerry’s excellent field trips, and help to lead
wildlife walks for the EWT.
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News & Information
2015 Subscriptions
Just to remind members that the
2015 subscription of just £16
each was due to be paid on 1st
January 2015. If you have yet to
pay yours can you please help
to make Membership Secretary
Peter Dwyer position just that
little easier by paying when you
read this reminder. Thank you.

Field Trips
The Society are pleased to
advise that Steve Grimwade of
‘Swallow Birding’ will again be
joining the Field Trip Meetings
whenever possible, to enhance
them and add his knowledge and
considerable experience in
identifying the species seen for
the benefit and pleasure of all
members and guests attending.
To book your seat on any of the
friendly Field Trip Meetings
shown in the new programme
please contact Gerry Johnson
on 07775 663166 (after 19:00)
or by e-mail gerry2johnson@
aol.com. We look forward to
seeing you on one of our Field
Trips very soon.

Annual General Meeting
Many thanks to all that were able
to attend this year’s AGM. It was
a good turn out by the members
where we saw David Preston
stand down as Vice Chairman
and thank David for his support
on the Executive Committee.

Stephen Collins nominated to
replace David as Vice Chairman
and Steve Grimwade nominated
to become an Assistant to the
Executive Committee.  All other
positions remain unchanged for
2015-16 and were voted for
unanimously by the members
present. The Society accounts, as
presented by Treasurer Anthony
Harbott are healthy and
unanimously accepted on the
night.

Work Party
The Turtle Dove work party
on 8th March 2015 at the
MOD Police HQ at Wethersfield
Airfield was well attended by
17 volunteers. EBwS members
Malcolm Cresswell, David Dives,
Peter Dwyer, Steve Hallam,
Gerry Johnson, Glen Moore, Paul
Shuttleworth, John Smart, Richard
Stanley, Neil Sumner and David
Turner attended, with support
from our friends at the RSPB in
the Stour Estuary area Alan Jones,
Iris Marr, Janet & John Weavers,
the Turtle Dove Officer for Essex
Samantha Lee. Not forgetting the
Wethersfield Sustainability
Adviser Rosalind Gourgey who
organised the site access and
assisted on the day. Thank you all
for your support
and the hard
work put in
(sorry to hear
about the ‘huge’
blister Richard)
to achieve the
excellent results –
see article inside by
Steve Hallam and
OTD update by
Samantha Lee.
Turtle Dove
(George Brown)
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Rutland Bird Fair 2015
For those interested the Society
will be running a luxury coach
to the Bird Fair on Sunday 23rd
August 2015. The coach will
leave from outside the County
Hotel, Chelmsford at 07:00 to
ensure a full day at this superb
annual event. This Bird Fair is
the largest of its type in the
Country and an excellent day
out not to be missed. To book
your place please contact Gerry
Johnson on 07775 663166
(after 19:00) or by e-mail
gerry2johnson@aol.com.
Entrance tickets to the Bird Fair
can be purchased in advance on
the internet, with a good
reduction for RSPB and EWT
members, but you will be
required to present your valid
RSPB/EWT membership card at
the entrance barrier on arrival
for this concession.

2016 Society Calendar
Thanks to Allan Knight the
Society will be producing an
official calendar for 2016,
which will feature twelve of
Allen’s excellent images and
will be available at the Indoor
Meetings from September
or by contacting Sales Goods
Organiser Peter Dwyer on
01787 476524 (after 19:00)
or by e-mail petedwyer@
petedwyer.plus.com. So that’s
the Christmas presents sorted
for the entire family!

Artwork
In the last Essex Birding we
used drawings of Tree Pipit and
Garganey with the initials DD
(unknown), we have been told
that these may be by Detlef
Davies. If anyone knows more
we would be pleased to know.
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A Falklands Odyssey 		
 Text and photos by John & Diana Campn
When the Falklands were invaded by Argentina on
1 April 1982, unlike many people in this country,
politicians included, I (John) being a life-long stamp
collector, did know where they were located. I also
knew that they were home to five of the World’s
species of penguins and was determined to visit
them someday. That opportunity was realised in
January 2014 when, after persuading my wife Diana
to join me on this adventure, we embarked on an
RAF Airbus A330 Airtanker aircraft at RAF Brize
Norton. This is an account of our 15 day adventure
which covered the flora and fauna of the islands and
something of the military history of that 1982 war.
The Falklands are a collection of some 740 islands,
some 400 miles off the south-eastern tip of South
America and some 9000 miles from the UK. Whilst
the islands have a total land area of 12,173 square
kilometres, which is half the size of Wales, the
population is 2,500, of which 85% live in Stanley.
This is swelled now by oil workers and the
permanent military garrison. There are two ways for
civilians to reach the islands, one route is with LAN
via Madrid and South America and takes longer. The
other route is with the RAF from RAF Brize Norton
to Mount Pleasant Airport in East Falkland via
Ascension Island. The latter route takes about
8 hours to Ascension and a further 7 ½ hours to
Mount Pleasant. Our stop -over in Ascension whilst
the aircraft was serviced and fuelled allowed us to
take in the tropical air and get good views of Green
Mountain as well as a brief sighting of a Common
Mynah.  As we approached the Falklands we were
privileged to be escorted in by two RAF Typhoons
which formatted on our wingtips.
Our first stop was at Darwin on the west side of
East Falkland reached by four wheel drive vehicle
over rolled stone roads, over which there is rightly
a 40mph speed restriction. These roads have been
constructed since the 1982 conflict and
have made travelling much easier.  After
welcome refreshments we had our first
view of Falkland birds, some of which are
the same or similar to species in Europe.
One of the most eye-catching was the
Long-tailed Meadow Lark with its rufous
chest. Other distinctive birds in the bay by
the lodge included Turkey Vulture, Blackish

Oystercatcher, Upland Geese, Ruddy-headed
Geese, Falkland Thrush, similar to a female
Blackbird. On the jetty there were groups of Kelp
Gull (similar to our Herring Gull) and Imperial
and Rock Shags. On the water there was a pair
of Crested Duck.
Our second full day started sunny with a clear
blue sky which was welcome as the Falklands was
not enjoying a good summer.  A pre-breakfast walk
revealed a pair of Kelp Geese, a Steamer Duck, a
Blackish Oystercatcher, a Falkland Thrush and
skimming over the water our first sighting of a
Southern Giant Petrel, with its 36 inch wingspan.
Today was dedicated to a tour of the local
battlefields and we went first to the headlands
overlooking the three landing points at San Carlos
where the first British forces came ashore in the
early hours of 21 May 1982. The terrain is bleak with
rocky outcrops and a covering of a boggy peat and
one did not have to dig down far to reach the water
table. Consequently the British forces soon learnt to
dig peat out for ramparts to form their positions
and many of these survive today, some littered with
the debris of war such as discarded cases for hand
launched missiles and spent cartridge cases. The area
was populated with Falkland Pipits, grazing Upland
and Ruddy-headed Geese and the odd Giant
Southern Petrel overhead. From the heights you
could view Falklands Sound which separates East
and West Falklands and into the space of which you
could insert the Orkney Islands and the Shetland
Islands.  A low flying terrain-hugging Hercules
transport aircraft reminded us of the time when
the British forces were attacked by ground-hugging
Argentine aircraft. Moving down towards San Carlos
we spotted a pair of adult Black-crowned Night
Heron feeding on the beach with a juvenile bird
looking on. We then visited San Carlos war
cemetery to pay our respects to the British war
dead. It was tastefully enclosed by dry stone
walling on which were some large dedicatory
plaques. The graves were laid out in neat
rows with individual headstones
including that of Colonel H Jones,
the C.O. of 2 Para. Local plants
abounded and there was a great
air of tranquillity as another
Giant Southern Petrel soared
overhead. Before leaving the
area we visited the excellent

Falklands Pipit
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local museum which told the story of the wool
industry and local activities as well as the Falklands
War displaying a large amount of equipment.
We then moved up towards some of the inland
high ground and the site where Flt. Lt Nunn crashed
his Scout helicopter after being attacked by an
Argentine Pucara whilst on a mission to aid the
fallen Colonel Jones. This was a simple cairn with a
dedicatory plaque adjacent to the debris field from
the crash. It was in a bleak but beautiful landscape
populated with more Falkland Pipits. By contrast
we then visited the Argentine war cemetery with
its stark white wooden crosses and included 107
unknown graves as the Argentines had removed
both ID tags instead of leaving one on the body.
A Long-tailed Meadowlark perched on the wall
reminded us of life continuing. We then moved on
to the gulley where H Jones was killed by a sniper
whist attacking Argentine positions, the spot being
marked by a stone cairn and plaque. This loss
devastated the men of 2 Para and it was left to
Major Kemble to rally them to overcome the enemy
positions and move on towards the settlement of
Goose Green where he took the surrender of a
superior force of the enemy. We visited the Church
Hall where the Argentines had interned 150 civilians
and then to the sheep shearing sheds to watch some
sheep shearing. It was in these sheds that the
Argentine prisoners were kept and in the rafters a
Barn Owl watched us from his high perch. On the
jetty, a derelict vessel, the ‘Vicar of Bray’, the last
surviving Gold Rush vessel, provided a roost for
a juvenile Black-crowned Night Heron. On the
heights over Darwin stands the stone cross
memorial to the fallen of 2 Para and we saw
two brown hares in the long grass outside the
surrounding dry stone wall. It had been both an
interesting and moving day viewing the battlefields
and we were struck by how little cover much of the
ground afforded and at the same time by the beauty
and tranquillity of the stark landscape.
The next day started cloudy and a pre-breakfast
walk turned up South American Terns as well as
several Imperial Shags on the jetty and a Turkey

Vulture overhead.  As Graham drove us to the
airfield we spotted several hares in the long
grass.  Arriving at the airfield the first task was to
clear it of sheep and a Turkey Vulture! The hut the
fire trailer was kept in was where Major Kemble took
the surrender of Argentine forces in Goose Green
and Darwin. Our transport to our next destination in
West Falkland soon came into sight, a seven seat
Islander aircraft of the Falklands Islands Government
Air Service in its familiar red livery. We were quickly
on board and after a briefing from the pilot, en-route
to Port Howard. This is the way the islanders too get
around, paying a discounted rate of £50 per flight.
We flew up Falkland Sound and from the air could
really appreciate how vast it is.  After flying north we
crossed over to the West and lining up on Fox Bay
Mountain we made our approach to the airfield at
Fox Bay, which was constructed of crushed stone, to
drop off some passengers. Our next landing was on
Saunders Island to collect some more passengers
before landing at the grass strip airfield outside Port
Howard where we were collected by our hosts
Wayne and Sue who run the Lodge. En route we had
a good view of a female Variable Hawk and its chick
and in the harbour a female Steamer Duck brooding
her four chicks.
After lunch the afternoon was free and we decided
on a long walk along the inlet to see the grave of
Captain Hamilton. He was leading a two man SAS
observation team in the mountains overlooking
Port Howard when they were ambushed by an
Argentine patrol and he died holding the ground
to allow his signaller to escape. He was given a full
military funeral by the Argentines, attended by the
Falklanders population of the settlement. On the
way we had more good views of the Long-tailed
Meadow Lark, an obliging Falkland Thrush and a
pair of Steamer Ducks.  After paying our respects at
the grave we began our return journey and by now
the tide was coming in and we spotted a pod of
Commerson’s Dolphins making their way in and on
the shoreline, a Two-banded Plover and a Falkland
Skua. Returning to the settlement area we spotted
a number of Turkey Vultures and a Southern

Above, from left to right: Steamer Duck, Variable Hawk, Southern Caracara
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Caracara which flew off as we approached. Further
up the road by the jetty four Black-crowned Night
Herons were roosting in the trees and in the harbour
a number of Speckled Teal with both Magellanic
and Blackish Oystercatchers probing the sands and
a Dark-faced Ground Tyrant with food in its bill.
We returned to the Lodge just in time as squally
showers swept up the inlet. The evening was clear
with an excellent view of the stars and a Blackcrowned Night Heron fishing in the harbour.
Our third full day was one of eager anticipation
as we were due to have our first view of penguins.  
A pre-breakfast walk gave us a good view of a
juvenile and adult Variable Hawk waiting to be fed
by one of the local residents. There were also more
Turkey Vultures and in the harbour a Kelp Gull and
Speckled Teal.  After breakfast we started a three
hour overland drive by four wheel drive vehicle to
two Rockhopper Penguin colonies at White Rock.
On the way we saw a pair of Variable Hawks and
their chick, a group of Upland Geese and abundant
Rufous-chested Dotterel and by a small pool a
number of Snipe and a pair of Steamer Ducks. West
Falkland is much greener than the East although
there is some rugged terrain and it is boggy in places.
We eventually reached the first Rockhopper
Penguin colony on the edge of a steep cliff. Quietly
sitting down on the rocks we were pleasantly
surprised to have inquisitive Rockhoppers, both
adults and young, coming as close as six inches!
The colony had a number of Imperial Shags nesting
with them. One of the elusive Macaroni Penguins,
which don’t breed on the Islands, also put in an
appearance. Falkland Skuas and Turkey Vultures
were around the colony and Southern Giant Petrels
were flying past.  A young sea lion came into the
colony and settled down on a rock, attracted some
interest at first but then was largely ignored by the
penguins.  After a couple of hours of this magic
experience and a picnic lunch it was time to move
to the second colony which gave us good views of
the Rockhoppers coming ashore through the kelp
and climbing up a cleft in the cliff.
All too soon it was time to begin our return trip
and the light was falling off although we still got
a good view of a Southern Caracara perched on
a clump of tussac grass. We had some time before
dinner to view the Occupation museum, which
contained remains of ejector seats from Argentine
aircraft, mortars, landmines, and heavy machine
guns – all part of the Argentine equipment. Outside
were two light field guns and the remains of a
Skyhawk that had been shot down by a British Sea
Harrier.  After dinner we turned on the radio to hear
the aircraft allocations for the following day and
picked up our names and noted we would be
departing at lunch time so we had the morning to
ourselves.
The next day was sunny and windy and we went
down to the jetty to see the ‘Concordia Bay’ ferry
loading.  A number of Southern Giant Petrels were

riding the waves plus two Crested Duck and some
Steamer Ducks. Near the settlement we had what
was to be our only view of a Falklands Grass
Wren.  At the airstrip we first cleared the grazing
cattle and then awaited the arrival of the Islander.
Despite the strong wind it was a smooth flight
towards first, the Eastern tip of West Falkland, and
then west along the seaboard over numerous islands
before landing at Carcass Island.  After lunch we
began exploring the island and along the beach by
the Lodge spotted a Black-crowned Night Heron
fishing in a rock pool with a flock of Blackish
Oystercatchers quartering the beach. Nearby we
saw our first Magellanic Penguins, one of which
was baying, which gives it the nickname of Jackass.
Out in the bay was a Great Grebe riding the waves,
and a flock of Black-chinned Siskin in the bushes
near the Lodge.
Our first full day on Carcass Island started foggy
but we still went for a pre-breakfast walk which
produced our first Cobb’s Wren, plus on the fence
by the Lodge, three Striated Caracara.  A group of
12 Magellanic Penguins were on the beach, as was
the Black-crowned Night Heron, a Magellanic
Oystercatcher and a Dark-faced Ground Tyrant
searching for food amongst the stones, whilst a
Southern Giant Petrel flew by offshore. Today we
were on a boat trip visiting the Black-browed
Albatross colony on West Point Island.  As the boat
neared the island we were accompanied by a pod of
Commerson’s and Peale’s dolphins, whilst a flock of

Gentoo chick being fed
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South American Terns were fishing offshore.
Gentoo Penguins were also porpoising through the
water.  A Southern Giant Petrel landed on the sea
close to the boat. On the rocks we spotted Southern
Sea Lions, Imperial Shags, Rockhopper Penguins,
and Common Diving Petrel. On reaching the jetty
we spotted Brown-hooded Gulls (similar to our
Black-headed) before making for a cottage
overlooking the beach for refreshments. In the
sheltered garden were Black-chinned Siskin,
Falkland Thrush and a Southern Caracara. Suitably
refreshed we made our way by vehicle across the
island to the other side where the Albatross colony
was located. Walking on narrow paths through the
tall tussac grass we were suddenly confronted by the
awe inspiring sight of this huge colony of Blackbrowed Albatross with their single chicks sitting on
the nests which resemble a giant egg cup. The
parents glided into the colony with their catch of
fish for the youngsters who don’t go to sea for four
months after they hatch. There was much activity in
the colony with some adult birds engaged in
bonding displays and others preening their chicks.
Sharing the terrain was a colony of Rockhopper
Penguins many of which formed processions up the
path from the beach with their crops full of fish for
their young in the creches. On the outskirts lurked a
number of Striated Caracara with their young.  After
a few magic hours in the colony it was time for our
return boat trip escorted by a pod of Commerson’s
Dolphins which followed us right back to the jetty
on Carcass Island. On the walk back to the Lodge we
spotted an adult and juvenile Magellanic Penguin in
the mouth of their burrow and near the beach a
flock of Black-throated Finches feeding and taking
dust baths.
The next day dawned bright and sunny and before
breakfast we spotted the familiar Magellanic
Penguins, Cobb’s Wren, Striated Caracara and
Tussacbirds on the beach. We had the whole day to
ourselves on the island and decided to go to Leopard
Beach at the southern end of the island. This was a
vast beach of silvery sand with clumps of tussac

Crested Duck (above) and Upland Geese (above right)
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grass and here we found the colony of Gentoo
Penguins, a number of which were coming out of
the sea after successful fishing trips and a few
Magellanic Penguins. There were the usual crèches
and also on the beach were two non-breeding King
Penguins looking very drab compared to those in
the colony at Volunteer Point in East Falkland that
we would visit at the end of our trip. Sadly the South
American Terns which used to nest at Needles Point
are no longer there due to human disturbance.
Further along on the beach amongst the kelp beds
were some Steamer Ducks.  After a few hours and
after dusting ourselves down, we started a gentle
stroll back to the Lodge. One of the highlights was to
see the Gentoos in procession on the ‘Penguin Trail’
which leads from the sea up the steep slope of Jason
Hill to the colony at the top. Upland Geese were
grazing in the fields and Tussacbirds were also
feeding in the grass and we spotted a Queen of
Falklands fritillary butterfly. We arrived back at the
Lodge at tea time in time to see ‘Concordia Bay’
anchored in the bay ready to offload supplies as
besides being the local ferry she is also the islands
supply ship. We went to watch the operation and
spotted a group of Magellanic Penguins on the
beach and two Crested Ducks offshore.
We were due to depart Carcass after breakfast but
got some more bird watching in first.  A walk along
the beach gave another good view of a Cobb’s Wren,
a Tussacbird picking over some meat bones left by
the Striated Caracaras with Blackish
Oystercatchers, Kelp Geese, and Kelp Gulls
patrolling the beach.  After breakfast we were driven
to the airfield at the north of the island and whilst
waiting for our aircraft we had good views of a group
of Southern Elephant Seals on the beach and a
Magellanic Snipe, a Long-tailed Meadowlark and a
Two-banded Plover in the grass by the fence. We
were so engrossed in watching the wildlife that we
nearly missed the plane and had to make a run for it!
.... to be concluded in the next issue of Essex
Birding…
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Correspondence
Indoor Meetings
Dear Gerry
Almost all of the evening talks that you
organise are excellent, but I thought last
Friday’s by Dr Jenny Gill was exceptional.
It’s a long time since I’ve heard such a
well argued and logically presented lecture.
It was a real privilege to hear such a
renowned speaker, who would make an
excellent speaker at the 2016 Migration
conference. Many thanks for arranging
such a great programme of speakers.

David Simmonds

Bird Report 2012
The 2012 Essex Bird Report came through
the door today and it is excellent, love the
layout and the photos all mixed in. Well
done to the team.

David Darrell-Lambert.

Pehr Gustaf
Tengmalm
Swedish medical officer who was
interested in ornithology and
taxidermy.
Tengmalm was born in Stockholm on 29 June
1754. At the age of eighteen he was sent to
Uppsala to study medicine at the university.
Whenever he could he made trips into the
surrounding countryside where he studied
Tawny Owls and Red-backed Shrikes in
particular and published his observations.
He produced several papers on both medicine
and ornithology to the Swedish Academy.
Tengmalm was particularly interested in all
Swedish owls and will be remembered for
his pioneering studies, he simplified and
improved complex owl classifications.
Tengmalm’s Owl is a small nocturnal owl of
the northern coniferous forests. In the
Scandinavian language it is called the ‘Pearly
Owl’ because of the white spangling over the
rich chocolate-brown upperparts and wings.
Tengmalm contracted dysentery while
attending to his patients as the disease spread
throughout the countryside and died on 27
August 1803.

Congratulations to Graham
Smith and the team for the
production of a fully refreshed
looking 2012 Essex Bird Report
which crashed through my
letterbox yesterday. Well done.

Simon Wood
Well done to Graham Smith and
team for producing a fantastic
Essex Bird Report for 2012.
Love the new format!

Steve Grimwade
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Holme Bird Observatory
 Sophie Barkern
Holme Bird Observatory is the home of the Norfolk
Ornithologists’ Association (NOA), a registered
charity focused on the scientific study of birds in
Norfolk. The only accredited bird observatory in the
county, the site sits in the North West corner of
Norfolk’s coastline, with the North Sea to the north
and west, Thornham marshes to the east, and Holme
Marsh to the south.
The Bird Observatory is well situated owing to the
change in the line of the north-facing coast, which
drops away to the southwest and into the Wash,
leaving the pines and dune scrub as a prominent
magnet for migrating birds. The reserve is in close
proximity to several different habitats; the sea,
beach, dunes, pine woods, scrub, salt and fresh marsh
all contribute to an incredibly varied wilderness.
The NOA’s small Observatory building, and the
principal scrub and ringing areas, lie a short distance
to the east of The Firs; the Norfolk Wildlife Trust
visitors’ centre. The western half of the Observatory
reserve consists largely of pine trees and scrub,
divided by a grass bank, which runs from west to
east towards to the Observatory building. The centre
is situated on a concrete hard standing at the east
end of the pines.
To the east of the Observatory building is the
east bank, formed by Thornham sea wall. This bank
is covered in marram grass and bramble, with small
pockets of privet, and at the foot of the bank taller
vegetation follows the northern edge of the
Broadwater. There is a dense area of elder and
willow scrub at the east end of the reserve.
To the south, the Observatory looks over the
Broadwater, a brackish lagoon which supports

Top: Pallas Warbler; Above: Holme Observatory
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a variety of
wildfowl and
waders, and over
the years has
attracted such
unusual species as
Little Auk, Smew
and Great Northern Diver.  A sluice at the east end
of the Broadwater controls the water levels. Further
south beyond the A149 coast road lies a ridge of low
hills, which run between Choseley and Ringstead
almost parallel with the coast. Larger migrants such
as raptors and even cranes often follow this feature
as they move along the coast, using the thermals
created by its topography. The ridge is best viewed
from the platform adjacent to the Observatory
building, which raises the observer just enough to
afford a really good view for several miles to the
south, southwest, and southeast.
The northern boundary of the reserve is marked
by the Norfolk coast path, which branches off onto
a boardwalk which leads down to the Observatory
building. Grant aid from the Norfolk Coast
Partnership in 2009 allowed NOA to improve the
access, making the reserve centre and the adjacent
viewing platform accessible for wheelchairs. Two
moth traps near the Observatory building are run
between March and October. Beside the visitors’
centre is the ringing laboratory, and a purpose built
sea watching hide, ideal for use in storms that
produce good sea watching, stands high in the pine
trees looking north over the dunes out to sea.
There are four other hides; one looking over the
Broadwater a short distance along the east bank,

Best Annual Bird Report
1992-95

1997

2000 (3rd =)

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk
Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122
1

and three viewing hides along the main bank west of
the Observatory building, which look into the scrub
that grows in the shelter of the pines. These are good
places to look for skulking warblers, and a feeding
station at the Dell hide nearest the Observatory
building sometimes draws in Bramblings, Mealy
Redpolls, and even Water Rails on occasion.
The Observatory is manned throughout the year
and on all days of the week. Ringing takes place
whenever possible, and visitors are always welcome
to observe the process. This is mainly restricted by
weather conditions as windy or wet weather does
prevent mist netting from taking place, and so can’t
always be guaranteed. Ringing usually produces
most in the first few hours after dawn, but on days
when birds are arriving through the day it will carry
on well into the afternoon. Moth traps are opened
daily, and we welcome anyone interested in seeing
this too.
October is the most consistently productive
month in terms of visible migration, with the
middle two weeks usually producing the most
birds.  A broad range of rarities are also possible
during the autumn migration period, depending
on the weather patterns. During October Robins,
Goldcrests and Blackbirds are usually the most
common passage birds but all kinds of species will
pass through on their way south to their wintering
grounds. Winter thrushes move at this time, and in
some years Ring Ouzels have been seen among
movements of Blackbirds in October. Finches
passing through include Chaffinches, Greenfinches,
Bramblings, Siskins, Lesser and Mealy Redpolls,
and Meadow Pipits and Reed Buntings also move
in their hundreds. Ringing of Rock Pipits on the site
in 2014 revealed three Water Pipits among them.
Firecrests often pass through, usually in the latter
part of the month, and Yellow-browed and Pallas’
Warblers are recorded in many years. Other possible
phylloscopus warblers such as Radde’s and Dusky
can also recorded during this month. In 2013 a
male Bluethroat was the highlight of the autumn
migration, but a Red-breasted Flycatcher, Great
Grey Shrike, and Leach’s Petrel were also features.
Sea watching can be very exciting during October,
with many migrants of all kinds arriving if winds are
in the northern quarter. Tern numbers are often
decreasing by this time, but there is often a great
deal of skua activity stimulated by strong north or
westerly winds. Duck passage is considerable, with
Wigeon and Teal moving consistently throughout
the month, often with less abundant species such
as Pintail.  Auk activity also becomes more visible;
Little Auks and even Puffins can be seen with the
right weather conditions.
High tides produce breath-taking numbers of
Bar-tailed Godwits, Knot and other waders, the
water level transforming the chain of dunes into
an isolated island north of Thornham Marsh. Both
Long and Short-eared Owls can arrive in off the sea
during October, with over 50 Short-ears famously

recorded at neighbouring Titchwell in one afternoon,
on the 13th October 2011. Other October
specialities can include Hawfinch, Woodcock,
Olive-backed Pipit, Richard’s Pipit, Little Bunting
and Barred Warbler.
The site of Holme Bird Observatory first attracted
the attention of the Cambridge Bird Club in the
mid-1950s, and they began ringing at the site. In
September 1962 Peter Clarke became the founder
warden of Holme Bird Observatory, and the outset
was far from easy; Peter’s first winter at Holme
saw some of the most severe winter weather for
decades. However through the establishment of
the Observatory the NOA came into being as the
Observatory’s parent body in 1970, and has grown
to take on three other visitor reserves in Norfolk.
In recent years the NOA has sought to build on its
scientific objectives, working with the BTO to pilot a
standardised sea watching project at Holme which
has now been running since 2005. The Association
ringed over 10,000 birds at various sites across
Norfolk in 2014, roughly one third of those being
at Holme Bird Observatory. Each year the NOA
publishes a detailed report of its activities and the
wildlife recorded on its reserves, which is sent free to
its membership. The present Warden Sophie Barker
has worked at the reserve for 14 years, and Assistant
Warden Gary Elton has been here since 2011. The
NOA is run and cared for by its staff and a team of
dedicated trustees and volunteers, who make it
possible for this work to keep on growing.
We aim to provide a warm welcome at the reserve
and can offer tea and coffee facilities, with a café
and toilets available between approximately 10am
and 5pm at the NWT centre next door. Day permits
for the Observatory are £3, with a third off for
groups of 10 or more people, and information on
membership is always available to anyone who is
interested in belonging to the NOA. The advantages
of this include dawn to
dusk access to all the
NOA’s reserves, and a
free copy of the NOA’s
annual report, plus four
newsletters each year. For
more details visit our website
at www.noa.org.uk
EBwS will be visiting Holme
Bird Observatory, along with
Titchwell RSPB, on 18th
October, if you are interested
in going to visit this
wonderful site then
please contact Gerry
Johnson on 07775
663166 (after 19:00).

Great Grey Shrike
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Indoor Meetings
9th January 2015n

Kenya, the Masai Mara & the Migration
By Gerry Johnson
A very accomplished photographer, Derek Howes
has been visiting Kenya for over 20 years almost
without a break. However it took a little gentle
persuasion to encourage Derek to undertake this
presentation to the Society, we were both a little
apprehensive and had a few reservations just how
this different, all embracing, talk would be received.
We need not have worried as the Hall was virtually
full, with both regular members and guests
attending for the first time, one of the best
attendances for many years. It was very pleasing to
see that the increased poster advertising campaign
by Louise and John Sykes had been so successful. It is
hoped that this trend will continue.
Derek expressed that the Masai Mara, in his
opinion, is unbeatable for the abundance of wildlife,
and just 150 miles (one hour flying time) from
Nairobi to the base camp, with large ‘tents’
incorporating all modern amenities and facilities,
including a flushing loo!
Game drives often commenced by 06:00 when
animals were stirring and starting to get on the
move, along with favourable light conditions.
Through a selection of excellent photographs, and
Derek’s vast knowledge about the subject animals,
we were treated to images of beauty and
tenderness, together with the raw and savage side of
nature. The ‘Marsh Pride’ of lions (made famous in
Jonathan Scott’s television series ‘Big Cat Diaries’)
featured and discovered that lions mate every
twenty minutes for three days continuous, but only
lasts for a few seconds at a time.
Other mammals featured included Impala, Banded
Mongoose, Spotted Hyena, Elephant, Burchell’s
Zebra, Leopard, Cheetah, Black Rhinoceros - which
can be quite grumpy and aggressive at times, plus
Hippopotamus to name a few. The care and
attention to detail of each photograph was quite
evident. To capture a perched Yellow billed
Ox-pecker centrally between the horns of a Cape
Buffalo was just one example.  Another was of three
stationary Zebra standing together in a line as the
hordes of Wildebeest thundered by in clouds of dust,
then a Leopard which appeared to be aggressively
snarling, but in fact Derek divulged that it had just
been yawning.
The birds included Yellow-throated Sand Grouse,
Cory Bustard the heaviest flying bird, Wood
Hoopoe, Green Pigeon, Black-winged Lapwing,
14

Tawny Eagle, Crowned Hornbill, the strange looking
Hamerkop and Shoebill, Yellow-billed Stork
endeavouring to swallow a large cat fish, Secretarybird, Woolly-necked Stork, Ostrich, Goliath Heron
standing 1.5 Metres (5ft) high, Verreaux’s Eagle Owl
on a nest, White backed Vulture and Lappet-faced
Vulture. Derek explained that without Vultures clearing
up after kills it would be a very messy place.
The fantastic Wildebeest migration held the audience
in ore, truly one of nature’s most magnificent
spectacles and considered to be one of the ‘Wildlife
Wonders of the World’, where ca. two million
Wildebeest, and to a much lesser degree Zebra, migrate
from the Serengeti to the lush plains of the Masai Mara.
This migration naturally attracts a number of predators
looking for easy prey. Then there is the infamous river
crossing where huge crocodiles, five metres in length,
patiently wait from one year to the next. The steep
embankment of the river creates its own problems,
where many animals were shown to perish directly
from crocodiles, or just exhaustion from getting stuck
in the mud. Something Derek had never seen
previously were Hippopotamus feeding on Wildebeest
carcases floating down the river! The graphic
photographs and technical content of the migration
was quite stunning.
Further birds with beautifully coloured plumage
encountered on game drives during the four week stay
were shown. These included the large black-and-white
Pied Kingfisher to the very small, but brightly coloured
Malachite Kingfisher. Grey-headed Kingfisher,
Woodland Kingfisher, the stunning Lilac-breasted
Roller, Grey-crowned Crane, Rufus billed Heron,
Black-crowned Heron, Saddle-billed Stork, Nubian
Woodpecker, Black-shouldered Kite, Little Bee-eater,
Helmeted Guineafowl, along with arguably one of the
ugliest of birds, the Malabou Stork.
For your information Derek has always used the
same organisation in Kenya, who has subsequently
become a personal friend over the years and knows
where to find what is specified on any agenda, without
the hoards of general tourist vehicles present:
www.freemansafari.com
We were very privileged to share just some of Derek’s
collection of photographs and experiences from Kenya
and hope that we might persuade Derek to put another
set of splendid images together from another part of
the world along with the interesting stories behind
them? Keep a look out in our future programmes.
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6th February 2015n

75 Years of Nest Records
By Gerry Johnson
Carl Barimore, the BTO’s Nest Records Organiser
advised that this scheme started from very modest
beginnings back in 1939 by James Fisher and Julian
Huxley, called the ‘Hatching and Fledging Enquiry’,
targeting only a few common bird species. By 1945
twelve volunteers achieved 550 nest records.
However, events have changed over recent years
quite dramatically such that today the BTO receive
over 45,000 records from ca.650 volunteers.
After a few years sufficient records had been
received to analyse the data and achieve meaningful
results (i.e. number of eggs laid, clutch size and
fledging rate). The first paper published using data
was in 1946 soon followed in 1949 on Song Thrush
using just nest records.
Today the BTO conduct eight very different
surveys covering many aspects about bird species.
From all the information and data collected from
these various surveys at different times of the year
an ‘Integrated Population Model’ is produced to
show the changing trends. The data collected for the
Nest Records Scheme is taken at 5-8 day intervals,
and includes egg laying; clutch size; brood size;
hatching success and usually called success rate,
or failure rate. These collated results and trends can
be found on the BTO website, showing the changes
in populations, the long term effects on productivity
and long term changes in abundance, breeding
success and survival, in order to highlight areas for
further research.
The BTO produce a ‘Handbook’ covering ‘getting
started’ with all information needed how to

approach a nest, how to monitor a nest, etc.  All
nest recorders are expected to follow the ‘Code of
Conduct’, which is a protocol designed to ensure
that monitoring nests does not impact the welfare
of the birds being studied. Three important things to
be considered are (A) Accidental damage to nests;
(B) Causing desertion and (C) Revealing a nest site
to a predator. Be sure to leave all nest sites exactly
as it was before you arrived. Do not break branches
that might protect the nest and do not leave a trail
that can be followed by predators.
The Nest Records Scheme covers all types of nests,
from a couple of nests in gardens by casual
recorders, to dozens of nests in woods and rookeries
by dedicated recorders. One of the best places to
start looking for nests is in gardens amongst the Ivy,
and remember that Robins often nest very close to,
or on the ground, as well as in open fronted nest
boxes, so be careful where you tread, which takes
us back to (A) above.
Unfortunately, with some very notable exceptions
(e.g. Dr Simon Cox and the late Max Meadows),
Essex has a poor record of participating in the
important BTO Nest Record Scheme with only
ca.15 observers submitting between 200-250 nest
records per year from our large County. If you are
interested in taking part without obligation, you are
invited to contact Carl Barimore at the BTO in
Thetford by telephone 01842 750050 or by e-mail
carl.barimore@bto.org to receive information how
to safely go about recording the data, together with
the publication sheet ‘Fact Guide to Monitoring
Nests’ giving additional
techniques and advice.
Amongst the current target
species there are a number of
birds commonly found in our
gardens and parks, on our ponds,
lakes and rivers, for which data is
urgently required. These species
include – Dunnock, Wren, Mute
Swan, Little Grebe, Greatcrested Grebe, Coot, Collard
Dove, Long-tailed Tit, Starling
and Song Thrush, the species
first to have a ‘paper’ written
about back in the 1949, but sadly
declining considerably over
recent years, so your records
would be very much appreciated.
Blackbird (George Brown)
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6th March 2015n

Black-tailed Godwit Migration
By Gerry Johnson
Professor Jennifer Gill from the University of East
Anglia is an ecologist with primary interests in the
ecology and evolution of migratory systems, and in
applied issues of understanding and managing the
impact of environmental changes on biodiversity.
Now this may sound quite daunting and technical.
Not so, Jenny had all the information broken down
into very easy, step-by-step, understandable
sections, to make the talk so easy to follow.
The bulk of the research revolved around a 20-year
study, since 1995, of Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit
(BTG) by colour ringing, along with a network of
hundreds of volunteers across Europe and North
Africa. This research has unveiled the links between
habitats of varying quality in the summer and
winter, and to track the population expansion into
poorer quality habitats in both seasons. It would
appear that the estuarine ‘mud’ up and down the
east coast of the UK, including Essex, is not as
productive for food as the ‘mud’ found along the
south coast and Europe.
Adult BTG and chicks are caught on the Iceland
breeding grounds, and fitted with lightweight plastic
colour rings, which can be identified from a
considerable distance. The first BTG’s were colour
ringed back in 1993 and some of these birds are still
seen today. Currently ca.2000 BTG, approximately
3% of the Icelandic population, have been fitted
with colour rings, so the results achieved by the
army of volunteers across Europe and North Africa
are meaningful and provide evidence of changes
over the 20-year period of the study (still ongoing).
So why do these BTG still come to our east coast?
Jenny presented data clearly showing that the adult
birds depart the Icelandic breeding grounds earlier
that the juveniles, as early as June and by mid August
latest, possibly due to climate change! Most
juveniles do not leave until late August or September
either on their own or in groups of juveniles.  Adults
generally tend to cycle between the same summer
and winter breeding sites, so many of the best
summer feeding sites are taken early only leaving
the less productive east coast sites available for
juveniles. Likewise when returning between
mid-April and mid-May, BTG use a small number of
mudflats and freshwater sites in Iceland. The
importance of these sites was very clear, with at
least 30% of the population dependent on them.
The Icelandic BTG also winter in Ireland and
further south in Portugal, France and Morocco where
the feeding grounds are again better, with the
Iberian Peninsula and Moroccan birds then moving
to Holland before heading back to Iceland.
16

Thanks to the tremendous efforts and contribution
of the vast network of volunteer observers, like the
Society members, across the range, the survey is in
the unique position of being able to track and
monitor large numbers of BTG throughout their
annual migration. The sightings database over
20 years already contains tens of thousands of
sightings, such that the understanding of this
migratory system is meaningful and continues
to grow with every new sighting recorded.
We were treated to a fantastic talk with excellent
photographs and maps, with many interesting
questions, which were precisely answered with valid
explanations.
Finally our speaker Jenny requested that should
anyone see any BTG’s with colour rings can they
please make a note what they are on each leg, which
is the top and bottom ring with any letters/numbers
and report them to the Society Recorders for
inclusion in the important data for this survey.
Thank you.
P.S. Provided the University timetable permits,
Professor Jennifer Gill will be one of our speakers
at the ‘Migration – Out of Africa’ Conservation
Conference at Writtle College on Saturday 18th
March 2016. A date for your diary.

Black-tailed Godwit (Sam Shippey)
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Owls, a Cultural History, their Mystique
and Mysteries
By Gerry Johnson
Mike Toms, BTO Associate Director and author of
the New Naturalist volume on ‘British Owls’ started
with an image of a Cuckoo! This was to impress
that humans recognise some species instantly. Mike
then moved on to owls, describing the finer points
of their basic anatomy and why some humans often
feel a natural association with owls. Their large dark
eyes and round face are sometimes considered like
a baby.
All the unique features possessed by owls are for
specific reasons. The owls large eyes have brilliant
binocular vision, especially at night, but they take
up so much room in their heads they are unable to
turn their eyes like humans, hence they have the
ability to rotate their head through ca.270 degrees
to compensate this restriction.
The upper surface of owls wing feathers are soft
and velvety and along the leading edge is a
comb-like structure, which helps break up the air
flow and eliminates any ‘whooshing’ sound when
flying. Their facial disc feather pattern channels the
sounds heard towards their ears. These ears are at
different positions on each side of their heads to
allow directional hearing. Mike showed that even
the feather design and pattern surrounding the ears
is different, some are with hard quills while other
are covered with soft feathers. This all aids with the
transfer of sounds to the owls brain and how they
are interpreted. All these features help to establish
exactly where sounds are coming from, which is
very important if it is from prey under deep snow.
Owls have existed for at least 50 million years
and the fascination humans have with owls can
be traced back to the earliest civilisations.
The hieroglyphics of Ancient Egypt used a
representation of an owl for the letter ‘m’.
Owls have been a very important and a central
part of cultures for thousands of years.  Amongst
the 30,000 year old cave paintings in Chauvet Cave,
France, is an image of an owl turning its head
through 180 degrees. In Old Babylonia, between
1800-1750 BC, owls were skinned for their plumage
and used for symbolic positive purposes and magic!
But in Roman times the owl represented negative
associations and the sound or sight of an owl was
considered to foretell a death. References to owls
appear in many cultures and folk law from across
the world. Owls are still taboo in parts of West
Africa and in Madagascar owls are considered to be
extremely unlucky and are often killed when found.
In former times in Shetland, to see a Snowy Owl

meant that your cows would deliver milk full of
blood! As time moved on there were cultural shifts
in many societies, with large grain silos having
access holes included which allowed owls to enter
and prey on the mice and rats that contaminated
and ate the stored grain.
Barn Owls declined across England during the
second half of the 20th century, down to less than
4,500 pairs in 1990, but thanks to the subsequent
erection of more Barn Owl nest boxes numbers
are increasing again and they are often a pleasure
to see on many of the Society Field Trip Meetings.
Long-eared Owls can be challenging to see,
with the best time being during winter months
when numbers are boosted by arrivals from the
near continent.
Little Owls are not a native species to the UK,
but were introduced from Europe by interested
land owners in the 19th century. When initially
introduced during a winter period they were first
thoroughly washed in cold water before being
released. Needless to say they did not survive very
long in the freezing conditions! Little Owls are
considered to be full of charisma, but they are
in decline right across Europe, possibly due to
heavy metal and chemical pollution used in
agriculture and industry? Today many Little Owl
chicks are raised on earth worms rather than small
invertebrates, but they do not do very well on this
diet which is also of concern.
Mike finally touched on Eagle Owls which can
now be found in some remote parts of central
England where up to a dozen pairs are breeding.
However, after obtaining DNA samples the ‘British
Ornithological Union’ has declared they are not
considered to be a native species to the UK and
the current population has come from escape
birds and deliberate releases over recent decades.
Where these Eagle Owls are present native
Sparrowhawk, Peregrine Falcon and Merlin
numbers have declined. While a native species
of Eagle Owl once roamed the UK 16,000 years
ago, but then so did lions and woolly rhinoceros.
So what will happen in the future with these
non-native Eagle Owls is anyone’s guess.
Mike delivered a fascinating and thought
provoking talk providing valuable information
with stunning photographs covering owls in
ancient civilisations across different cultures to
modern times along with the current issues to
be addressed.
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Field Trips
Lee Valley
Sunday 18th January 2015 by Steve Grimwade
The first field trip of 2015 took us to Lee Valley
where around 30 hardy souls braved cold conditions
for a day’s birding.
Several Redwing and a lone Great Spotted
Woodpecker were seen whilst we were getting
ready in the carpark. We headed first to the Bittern
Information watch-point and although the hide was
quite busy we managed to enjoy excellent views of a
Water Rail as it fed, unconcerned by its appreciative
audience.  A scan of the pylons produced a perched
raptor which although initially identified as a
Peregrine, turned out on closer inspection to be a
female Sparrowhawk!
After spending time searching unsuccessfully for
Bittern, we took a walk to Holyfield Lake. The fields
held small numbers of Egyptian Geese and two
Common Buzzards sat atop bushes looking for a
spot of breakfast!
Fieldfare and Redwings fed on the open fields
which had been disturbed by farm vehicles and we
were treated to great views of a Grey Wagtail

Grey Wagtail and Water Rail (Steve Grimwade)

alongside Meadow Pipits, Linnets and a few Reed
Buntings which were thrown in for good measure.
The Grand Weir Hide provided us with a female
Smew that frequented a sheltered bay alongside
Teal, Wigeon, Pochard and Tufted Ducks. It was
then back to the carpark for lunch which was
very welcome.
The afternoon was spent wandering around
Seventy Acres Lake which produced Goosander plus
Snipe, Lapwing and the more common wildfowl.
Interestingly, a member of the public enquired as
to why we were carrying bagpipes around, only for
us to tell them they were telescopes and tripods!
Richard Stanley then did a great impression of a
Scottish piper that had us all in hysterics!
The day concluded with another visit to the Bittern
Hide, which produced a couple of Water Rails plus a
Sparrowhawk which made an unsuccessful attempt
at catching a Great Tit.

Ouse Washes, Welches Dam RSPB Reserve
& Welney WWT Reserve
Sunday 15th February 2015 by Nick Green
The Lodges luxury coach departed from Chelmsford
punctually at 7.30am. The reunions had already
begun with Gerry Johnson, Stevie-boy Grimwade
and Nick Green back together on an EBwS coach
trip again after a long while – and it was great to
welcome two regular Bradwell boys Clive Barton and
Peter Worland after a 40-year absence!! It was a bit
of a worry noting the fog as we headed north but
we still appreciated two Roe Deer munching grass
on a roundabout at Stansted, Green Woodpecker,
Fieldfares and at least three Common Buzzards
adorning trees!
The services on the M11 were appreciated and
we soon arrived at Welches Dam RSPB not far from
Manea.  Alas no bird tables or Tree Sparrows or
Yellowhammers but we enjoyed the walk to the
northern hides. Gerry of course had arranged for
sunshine and windless weather and we thoroughly
enjoyed the landscape with a 1,000+ Whooper
Swans and of course the fantastic honking
soundscape! The swans were accompanied by a
great selection of ducks with Wigeon, Mallard, Teal,
Shoveler, Tufted Duck and Pochard plus a few
18

Pintail and two Great Crested Grebes.  A passing
Marsh Harrier created some mayhem and three
Stonechats in the reeds were noted. On our return,
we were somewhat bemused to see a Herring Gull
pursuing a pipistrelle bat that showed quite closely a
little later! The gull eventually lost interest allowing
the bat to head for the unfinished chalets next to
the Public House. Back at the coach, a Treecreeper
was heard singing and, just before we left, a Barn
Owl at 1pm was noted by a few.
Thanks to a message on the bird pager, we looked
for a big swan flock just north of Manea.  As luck
would have it, we noticed some visiting birders and
were even able to park the coach on a concrete
apron by some nearby farm buildings! We
appreciated good views of some 400+ Bewick’s
Swans – but the eight Common Cranes
unfortunately had moved on. While re-boarding the
coach a Barn Owl was seen hunting along a ditch.
We continued to Ouse Washes WWT near
Welney.  After negotiating the laborious entrance
ceremony, we emerged onto the pedestrian bridge
but the vanguard was stopped when Stevie-boy and
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Bill Perkins noticed a distant brown lump on a fence
post on Lady Fen… The bird could be identified as a
buzzard sp. through telescopes but although pale
headed, details of the tail pattern and breast band
could not be conclusively determined, so it became
a ‘definite maybe’... The vanguard moved off but one
patient observer waited a few more minutes and
saw the buzzard in flight which proved to be the
Rough-legged Buzzard! The comfortable main hide
was appreciated and we obtained excellent views of
some 20 Whooper Swans, cracking Pochards, some
1,000 Black-tailed Godwits, a wisp of 13 Snipe and
some 12 Ruff before a cuppa was deemed essential!
We returned for 3.30pm for the feeding session with
grain and were not disappointed. Other birds noted

included a Sparrowhawk, a sub-adult Marsh
Harrier, many Lapwing, seagulls! and Golden
Plover, amongst others.
With one hour to kill, some ventured to the Lyle
Hide and found some more Ruff. Steve found a
distant raptor that caused much debate but
Common Buzzard was the correct id in the end. The
coach left smartly at 5pm and the Barn Owl hunt
was on in the rapidly declining evening light, and
within 10 minutes we had collectively found three!!
Lodges Driver Bill found the last! The log revealed
that an impressive total of 82 species had been
amassed by a great bunch of birders, having many
laughs and a really great social day out.

Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve
15th March 2015 by Gerry Johnson
It was three years to the day since our last visit to
this splendid area in West Sussex. It was raining when
we stopped for our comfort break at the Clacket’s
Lane Services on the M25, but the rain cleared up
and conditions improved as we headed south from
Surrey into Sussex.
On arrival we heard Green Woodpecker calling
from a near tree and saw a Great Spotted
Woodpecker fly overhead. Walking through the
entrance gate we noted a number of Blue, Great and
Long-tailed Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Robin and
Dunnock all dinning at the feeding station in the
compound leading to the Centre.
After registering at the visitors Centre some of our
group took the 2.4 Km (1.5 miles) Wooded heathland
trail while others opted for the gentle 3.2 Km (2
miles) circular Wetland trail. The rough field sloping
gently away from the Centre had an active flock of
ca.50 Linnets flying from the adjacent bushes to the
ground to feed. Thrushes in the form of Blackbird,
Song Thrush, Fieldfare, Redwing and Mistle Thrush
were all seen as we meandered down the ‘zig-zag’
path. Just prior to where visitors can walk either
clockwise or counter-clockwise around the trail is a
short dead-end path leading to the quiet Fattengates
Courtyard area, where Goldcrest, Goldfinch and a
bright male Bullfinch were seen, plus a Treecreeper
by Peter Dwyer.
Moving on we stopped in West Mead hide, where a
‘new’ large scrape attracted waterfowl to the area,
including Teal, Wigeon, Shoveler, Pintail, Gadwall
and Mallard. Waders were in short supply with only
Redshank and Lapwing seen. One Lapwing passed
only a few metres in front of the hide to give
excellent views of its beautiful green plumage and
fine large crest.
Being a compact Reserve, visitors have the
opportunity to return to the Centre for lunch, or as in
our case to the coach, before going out again in the

afternoon. It was while returning
from the coach that Lesley Collins
had a close encounter with a
Treecreeper
Nuthatch on the feeders just
(john sykes)
inside the entrance.
During the afternoon the large
scrape area adjacent to the River Arun served by
three hides and Jupp’s View produced Black-tailed
Godwit, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Tufted Duck,
Little Egret, Canada and Greylag Geese, and a
distant herd of Deer near the village of Pulborough.
From Nettley’s hide four Snipe showed very well
amongst tussock grass and in one of the wet
channels. Kestrel, Common Buzzard and Marsh
Harrier were amongst the raptors seen during the
day at different times over the Reserve, plus the
majestic Peregrine Falcon.
Today we often see the Polish Konik horses being
used to assist with the land management on
Reserves, but at Pulborough Brooks they use the large
shaggy Highland cattle to achieve similar results.
The Wooded heathland trail produced very good
views of Mistle Thrush, Nuthatch, Treecreeper,
Goldcrest, Jay and Coal Tit amongst other typical
woodland species, on what was a challenging day.
Before completing this report I checked the records
for previous Society Field Trip Meetings made to
Pulborough Brooks. Back in
March 2006 we recorded 73
species; 70 in February 2009
and 72 in March 2012. This
year the number of species
identified by the group was
very similar at 67 and the trip
was again enjoyed by everyone
that attended including
relatively new members
Dominique and Paul Considine
who saw two lifers.
Snipe (john sykes)
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Paxton Pits Nature Reserve
19th April 2015 by Gerry Johnson
Paxton Pits is a charming reserve comprising 77
hectares of grassland, wet meadow, scrub, woods and
lakes following gravel extraction. The reserve is
situated just 3 Km (1.6 miles) north of St. Neots on
the A1, next to the River Great Ouse. Following our
comfort stop at the Cambridge services on the M11
our arrival coincided with the 09:30 opening time.
The reserve is managed by the Countryside Services
of Huntingdonshire District Council and staffed by
volunteers from the ‘Friends of Paxton Pits’. The very
reasonable entrance fee of just £2.50 even included a
hot drink with biscuit or a cup of hot soup.
From the Centre you have a choice of two very
different routes, the 2.4 Km (1.5 miles) ‘Meadow Trail’
or the 3.2 Km (2 miles) ‘Heron Trail’. Each trail has
many marker posts covering the expected bird
species to be seen and many aspects of other wildlife
on the Reserve guide and map.
We had not moved more than 60 Metres from the
car park when Marie Tarrant, visiting family in the UK
from Australia, noted a pair of beautiful Bullfinch,
followed by the calls and sightings of Chiffchaff and
Willow Warbler. Not to outdone the unmistakeable
song of Nightingale was often heard on the reserve
during the day and photographer by Bill Perkins.
The first body of water encountered on ‘Heron Trail’
was Heronry South Lake where Cormorants were in
the process of constructing nests, while Grey Herons
were already sitting on their nests.  A selection of
water fowl frequented the lake including Gadwall,
Teal, Shoveler and good numbers of Tufted Duck.
Some of the group also had brief sightings of a
Kingfisher flying low over the lake. From Hayden

Nightingale (bill Perkins)
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Hide, a new well converted steel container still
overlooking Heronry South Lake, a Treecreeper
moved up the trunk of a silver birch tree just in front
of the hide. Individual Great Crested Grebes were
seen on the water in fine breeding plumage.
Moving on it was a pleasure to hear and see more
Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff amongst the heavy
white blossom of the black thorn bushes in the
ancient hedgerows. Male Blackcaps, also sang from
exposed perches. From Kingfisher Hide three noisy
Common Terns crossed Heronry North Lake along
with Swallows low over the water.
Prior to returning to the coach or the Centre for
lunch Green Woodpecker were heard, Great
Spotted Woodpecker seen and amongst the
extracted piles of aggregate in the Industrial Works
area three Little Ringed Plover were seen flying in
by Richard Stanley.
Following lunch when morning sighting were
exchanged small groups again departed to explore
further parts of the reserve. Both Rudd Lake and
Hayling Lake on ‘Meadow Trail’ had good amounts of
scrub surrounding them along with some reedbeds,
but they lacked the expected species like Little Grebe
and other water fowl. Being redundant quarry
workings they may be too deep for some species or
because they are also used for fishing? But we did
hear the unmistakable Cetti’s Warbler.  Along the
path Green, Gold and Chaffinch, Blue, Great and
Long-tailed Tit were all seen well. Over the River
Great Ouse a Kestrel hovered and a mixed flock of
Swallow and Sand Martin hawked on swarms of
emerging gnats on the calm, warm day. Stonechat,
Song and Mistle Thrush were also reported. The path
adjacent to the plot of allotments by Little Paxton
a large dark toad took shelter in the vegetation
protruding from the chain link fence. We were unsure
if it had come from Rudd Lake or the rotting compost
in the collection of compost piles/bins?
In the marshy wet meadow covered with yellow
dandelion flowers a herd of 30 highland cattle grazed
the rough pasture. Before re-joining the ‘Heron Trail’
a pair of Yellow Wagtails were heard calling and seen
departing the pasture with the cattle.
Other species seen during our visit included
Egyptian Geese, Common Buzzard, Marsh Harrier,
Sparrowhawk and Red Kite. Cuckoo and Turtle
Dove were also heard amongst the 69 species
identified by the group on a splendid April day.
The gravel extraction is currently suspended which
is expected to resume again sometime in the next
decade and after completion there are plans to
expand Paxton Pits Nature Reserve fourfold to 280
hectares. This extension will include a 24 hectare
reedbed, additional lakes, scrub and woodland with
27 Km (17 miles) of footpaths. Something we can
look forward to enjoying in due course.
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The ‘Brecklands’
17th May 2015 by Gerry Johnson
I could not believe that it was over five years since
we last had a Field Trip Meeting to this part of the
‘Brecklands’. This excellent area covers large parts of
Suffolk and Norfolk, providing unique habitats for
the special birds that frequent the area.
We welcomed Dave Dawson and Stephen Shelley
both joining us for the first time on a fine, warm,
calm morning for our coach trip to Lynford
Arboretum and Santon Downham. The bacon rolls
served at the Barton Mills services at the comfort
stop are so good and still a great way to start a
day’s birding!
We arrived at Lynford Arboretum before 10:00
where some of the group set off towards the
Arboretum while others took towards the old
mineral extraction works. The conifer trees in the
car park provided our first sightings of Coal Tit and
Goldcrest. Extraction work actually ceased in 2007
and the site had subsequently been sympathetically
landscaped with an extended lake incorporating a
section a reedbed and rough grassland. It was a
considerable improvement to support the local
wildlife. The song of Garden Warbler and calling
Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler were heard
amongst the trees, Long-tailed Tits moved
amongst the bushes and a Great Spotted
Woodpecker flew over which also brought our
attention to many circling Sand Martins, Swallows
and small groups of Swifts, with a Little Egret,
Grey Heron and Cormorant also crossing
overhead. On the water Greylag Geese, Great
Crested Grebe, Mute Swan, Common Tern,
Gadwall and Mallard moved around.
Returning to the Arboretum the carpet of
bluebells were just past their best but still quite
impressive amongst the specimen trees with their
fresh foliage and blossom. Talking time to look
along the tree covered ride the feeders attracted
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit and Nuthatch. Moving
on and before reaching the foot-bridge over the
brook a pair of Common Buzzard and a Kestrel
were noted overhead. The foot path leading to the
far end of the rough pasture field produced Wren,
Robin, Song Thrush, Chaffinch, Great and Blue
Tits. The large poplar usually hanging over the pond
had been lopped to prevent tangling with power
cables and opened up the area where a
Whitethroat and pair of Spotted Flycatcher
moved about catching insects and during the walk
beside the overgrown
straight water channel Marsh Tit were seen.
As we approached the car park a Goldcrest
inspected the joints and corners of tall wooden
gates for insects, providing very good close views.
All too soon it was time to move on to Santon
Downham, our second site of the day, where many

Robin (Lynton wall palmer)

of the group started with an ice cream from the
village store. Strolling down to the bridge crossing
the River Little Ouse we soon noted Pied Wagtail
followed by a Grey Wagtail ‘skipping’ around the
blooming weed on the slow moving water. Being
a beautiful spring day there were families enjoying
the fine weather, but this had no affect on the
birds seen.
Walking along the river path we soon started to
see Nuthatch, Treecreeper and Marsh Tits moving
from what was presumed to be a nest hole in a
dead poplar tree to favoured bushes for feeding.
While watching the ‘coming-and-going’ of the
Marsh Tits other highlights of the day were seen
– firstly a doe Roe Deer with two young spotted
fawns just seen as they slowly moved around
amongst the thick vegetation.
Another highlight, not often witnessed, was
hundreds of Mayflies hatching, struggling to break
free and escape from the surface tension of the
water as it meandered along! We could clearly
see their two tails as they glided upwards.
Depending on species a Mayflies life span lasts
between five minutes to a few days and the
over flying insectivores’ birds, like Swallows and
Swifts, would have a feeding frenzy once they
discovered the hatching later that evening. Further
along the path another Garden Warbler was heard
singing, which eventually presented itself with
good views obtained.
Apparently, from local sources, Common
Crossbill, one of the target species, has
unfortunately been very scarce and all but totally
missing all winter in many parts of the Brecklands.
However, other interesting sighting seen by the
group of 27 during the day included Yellowhammer, Sparrowhawk, Siskin, Lesser
Whitethroat, Blackcap, Cuckoo, Hobby,
Tree Pipit, Mistle Thrush, Nightingale,
Egyptian Goose, Mandarin Duck, Sedge and
Reed Warbler to make an impressive 75 species
identified by the group at the two sites visited
on a fine spring day.
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You may not be aware, but there is an Essex in USA! We have a link with their group and get the occasional email
and update from them, and we send them a copy of the Essex Birding Journal so that they can follow what is
happening in ‘our’ Essex. http://www.massbird.org/ecoc/
Here are a couple of recent emails and also some of their field trips. (Editor)
Dear Gerry, I’m the ‘new’ Jim. Jim Berry stepped
down as president several years ago, and I picked up
the mantle in 2011. Feel free to email me at this
address (jfmccoy@hotmail.com) any time.
Please forgive me for the tardiness of this reply. We
received your mailing of Aug 7, including the copies of
your very impressive publication. Thank you very
much! It was fun to see the reference to us and our
American Kestrel nest box efforts. Congratulations on
your own Common Kestrel success! Different species
but similar challenges.
Do any of your members make it across the pond?
I’ve birded in your Essex once, in September of 2006. I
took the train from London out to Two Tree Island,
and had a fine time of it, picking up life birds left and
right. The Green Woodpecker was a personal favorite,
and the shorebird show was outstanding.
I hope we’ll get to cross paths one day. If you or any
of your members do get here, be sure to contact us,
and we might be able to line up somebody for you to
bird with, or maybe even a place to stay.
Thanks and regards, Jim McCoy, President,
Essex County Ornithological Society
Dear ECOC members,
The state ornithologist at Mass Wildlife, Andrew Vitz, is
asking members of the club to consider helping out
with a Cliff Swallow survey. They nest here in Essex
County, so it’d be great to have some involvement in
this project. Please consider whether you’d be
interested.  Andrew’s note follows. Thanks!
Jim McCoy, President, Essex County
Ornithological Club
From Andrew: We are trying to organize a citizen
science based approach to conducting a state-wide
Cliff Swallow survey. This is something that Joan
Walsh (MassAudubon), Mara Silver (Cliff Swallow
expert), and I (MassWildlife) have been working on
to get updated information on the status of this
species in Massachusetts. Cliff Swallows have rapidly
declined throughout the state, and information on
where they are (or are not) nesting will help us
target conservation efforts for the species. There is a
new reporting tool for this species on the
MassAudubon page, and we are looking for people
who are interested in conducting Cliff Swallow
surveys. Most of the surveys will be conducted in
Berkshire and Essex County and in the Pioneer Valley.
If you are interested in this opportunity to actively
participate in bird conservation in Massachusetts,
please contact Andrew Vitz (andrew.vitz@state.
ma.us, 508-389-6394), the state ornithologist at
MassWildlife. To get the most out of these surveys,
we will identify specific locations for you to cover.
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If you already know where there are active Cliff
Swallows, please let us know about those as well.
Enjoy the return of our neotropical migrants, and let
me know if you are interested in the survey.

Essex County Bird Walks
ECOC Member Outings, Newburyport Birders &
Brookline Bird Club Sponsored Bird Walks
Monday, February 16 (Presidents’ Day), 8:00 am
Winter Birding Walk in Ipswich (and vicinity)
Walk leader: Jim Berry. Target birds are waterfowl,
raptors and wintering boreal songbirds. Very limited
walking. Carpooling is necessary from the meeting
place. Co-sponsored by the Brookline Bird Club.
Meeting Place: Former Town Hall parking lot, next to
the war memorial in downtown Ipswich on Rts.
1A/133, 100 yards south of Choate Bridge.
Email sent regarding this walk Date: 14 February 2015 11:34
ECOC Members,
As you might have suspected, I am cancelling my
Monday morning Ipswich birding trip because (1) we’re
about to receive the Blizzard of 2015 part 3; (2) the
roads will barely be plowed, esp. the back roads; (3)
there will be NO PLACE to park; (4) there will be no
place we can walk without snowshoes (and maybe
even with them); and (5) it’s going to be wicked cold.
There is hardly anyplace we can go to watch birds,
unless we’re all nuts (which we may well be, but that’s
another discussion).  Anyway, I’m staying home.
Thursday, March 19, 6:30-8 pm (weather dependent)*
ECOC Clubhouse Event: Brown Bag supper and
Woodcock Walk
Location: Mass Audubon’s Ipswich River Wildlife
Sanctuary (IRWS), Topsfield, MA
6:30-7:30 pm – dinner | 7:20ish-7:50 pm – woodcock
walk with sanctuary director Carol Decker.
Gather with fellow ECOC members at this special
Clubhouse event and experience one of nature’s
remarkable spectacles! After a brown bag dinner and
socializing inside, we’ll join Carol Decker outside in the
nearby fields to witness male woodcocks ‘peenting’
and performing their amazing aerial displays at dusk
(sunset is at 6:55 pm).
Saturday, May 9, start time TBD
Ipswich River Canoe Trip and Bird Survey
Event Coordinator: Robert Buchsbaum
Participate in the 109th ECOC birding trip down the
Ipswich River! Arguably the oldest uninterrupted
bird-count in the world, this event is timed to get the
best views of birds before full leaf-out, but late enough
in the season to get better weather for paddling.
Contact Robert for trip start time and other details.
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A Short Break to Valencia
 Mark Bridgesn
Mid May 2013 and Marilyn and I were on an early
flight to Alicante for a late morning rendezvous with
our good friend and guide for the trip, Julian Sykes
(Julian Sykes Wildlife Holidays). Catching up with
each other’s news, the journey to our base for the
holiday in Oliva passed rapidly, arriving in time for
lunch and meeting up with the rest of our group who
had arrived earlier.
With most of the afternoon ahead of us we headed
to the nearby Pego Marsh which also just happened
to be Julian’s local patch. With a combination of rice
fields, fresh water lakes and extensive reed beds our
trip list was sure to be off to a good start. We headed
off on a circular trail and within a few steps we had
already recorded Purple Heron, Cattle Egret, Little
Egret and Black-winged Stilts on the flooded rice
fields and on closer inspection added Audouin’s Gull,
Whiskered Tern, Common Sandpiper, Redshank,
Ringed and Little Ringed Plover. The reed beds held
Grey and Squacco Herons, Little Bittern, Whinchat
and Spotted Flycatcher all to the accompaniment
of singing Cetti’s, Great Reed and Eurasian Reed
Warblers, quite a cacophony of sound. The lakes
were also productive yielding the usual Mallard,
Moorhen and Coot plus some lovely Red Crested
Pochard and a Kingfisher. With Marsh Harriers
overhead Zitting Cisticola, Yellow and White
Wagtails around the pathways our afternoon was
rounded off nicely by a good view of a solitary
Bee-eater. Dinner in a local restaurant and a run
through the checklist was a fine end to our first day.
After what can best be described as a breakfast
banquet we all managed to climb aboard the minibus
and set off for a day in the wetland areas. We hadn’t
been going for more than 15 minutes when a large
raptor was spotted high over the hills beside us, Julian
immediately thought it could be a Honey Buzzard.  
A rapid stop was made and we all piled out. Sure
enough Julian was correct and we soon located

Pego Marsh

5 more Honey Buzzards all ‘Kettelling’ up and slowly
drifting away out of sight. Pleased with such a good
start we were about to continue our journey when
Julian called ‘Bonelli’s Eagle’! Just a short distance
away 2 of these magnificent birds were drifting above
the ridge affording us great views.  A pair of Kestrels
and 100s of Swallows heading northwards completed
a rather splendid 10 minutes!
We continued onwards eventually following some
back roads at Sollana which took us through an area
of rice fields and the first wetland birds; Gull-billed
Terns, Cormorant, Audouin’s, Black-headed and
Western Yellow-legged gulls, Squacco and Blackcrowned Night Herons.  A slow drive took us to the
new reserve of Tancat de la Milia which consisted of
reed-fringed ponds.  With Great Reed Warblers
singing noisily in the background we were treated to
some good views of another Black-crowned Night
Heron, Purple Heron, Greater Flamingo, Avocet,
Shoveler, Red-crested Pochard, Purple Gallinule,
Collared Pratincole, Whiskered Tern and Glossy Ibis.
We then headed north of the city of Albafera
d’Valencia to Moro Marsh.  After eating our packed
lunches whilst watching Common and Little Terns
going and to and fro along the beach we headed
round the reserve, immediately picking up a Hobby
that flew out of the reeds. Scanning the lakes we
found Great Crested and Little Grebe, Collared
Pratincole, Common and Red-crested Pochard,
Whiskered Tern and Mediterranean Gull. Elsewhere
around the reserve we came across Little Bittern,
Great White Egret, Stonechat and Turtle Dove.
A leisurely drive back to our guesthouse in Oliva
took us through more wetland areas containing more
of the Gulls, Terns and Wildfowl that we had
previously seen, and some close views of large
numbers of Glossy Ibis looking superb in the
afternoon sunshine and added Redshank to our day
list. We rounded off our day nicely with another fine
meal in a different local restaurant and completing
the checklist over drink or two.
Our third day was set to be a long one taking in
coast and mountains and after an early breakfast we
were soon heading south towards Alicante. Just
beyond the city we left the motorway towards Santa
Pola and an area of coast renowned as a breeding site
for the rare Rufus Bushchat. We spent some time
searching the dwarf pines without success; however
we still had a good list of birds including Red-legged
Partridge, Sardinian and Subalpine Warblers,
Southern Grey Shrike, Spotted Flycatcher, Raven
and strangely at this time of the year, an Arctic Skua.
Continuing south through Santa Pola and along the
coast we came to an area of salinas (salt lakes) which
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were surrounded by huge piles of natural salt near
to the processing plant. The main road runs through
the area and luckily there are several lay-bys in
which to safely set up telescopes for scanning. The
most common bird here and in their 100’s, were
magnificent Greater Flamingos. Cormorants, Gulls,
Terns, Herons and Egrets were plentiful as were
Shelduck, Avocet and Common Coot. Scanning a
little more carefully we located Great White Egret,
Spoonbill, Slender-billed Gull, Black-crowned
Night Heron and some Yellow Wagtail. We also
got great close views of a Collared Pratincole that
joined us in the lay-by!
Moving on towards our lunch stop at El Hondo
reserve, reputed to be the premier site in Alicante
Province, a couple of stops produced Common
Cuckoo and Roller.  We soon reached the reserve
and whilst navigating the approach road spent some
time looking for Montagu’s Harrier which are a
scarce breeder here, without success. Lunch was
taken at the shaded picnic benches at El Hondo
visitor centre which is situated beside a reed fringed
lake which held a pair of Red-knobbed Coot, Cetti’s,
Eurasian and Great Reed Warblers, Purple Gallinule,
Collared Pratincole, Little Bittern whilst overhead
Whiskered Tern, Common and Pallid Swifts
completed the picture.
Leaving the visitor centre we took a short drive to
a known Montagu’s Harrier site and before long we
had great views of a female and then a superb male
quartering the reeds. More Collared Pratincole and
Pallid Swifts were overhead and a lone Greenfinch
made its way onto the day list. We completed the
afternoon by visiting the far side of El Hondo along
the Vistabella Road which was an interesting mix of
agricultural land on one side and lakes on the other.
Scanning the fields we found Iberian Hare and several
Finches and Sparrows.  We disturbed a lot of birds on
the walk along the edge of the reeds towards the
hide including Little and Cattle Egret, Grey, Purple
and Squacco Heron, Zitting Cisticola and several
other Warblers.
We eventually found the ‘boardwalk’ to the hide
which was very precarious and more like walking
the plank, and the hide was very ‘cosy’ for 6 people
too! The birds soon took our minds off the discomfort
as we had great views of Little, Great Crested
and Black-necked Grebes and White-headed
duck.  Added to these were Purple Gallinule, Great
White Egret and Little Bittern. It was the superb
summer plumaged Black-necked Grebes that stole
the show here especially as they were really close.
Despite the marvellous view before us the heat in the
cramped hide eventually got the better of us and we
returned to the minibus for the next leg of our day.
In what seemed a very short time we were climbing
the mountain roads above Crevillente in what looked
very much like a lunar landscape, passing Little Owl,
Woodchat Shrike and Turtle Dove on the way to our
evening meal stop at the Finca Bonelli’s Eagle (no
prizes for guessing what we hoping to see here!).
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We were greeted by our hosts, Jane and Colin, who
immediately pointed out a Bonelli’s Eagle nest on
the cliffs opposite. Setting up the ‘scopes we were
rewarded with very good views of two adults, and
after some careful searching, their recently fledged
youngster. They put on a fine display for us flying
around and perching which allowed us to study these
magnificent birds. We also recorded Black Wheatear,
Red-rumped Swallow and Blue Rock Thrush in this
very picturesque spot.
After a fabulous meal we set off for Oliva as dusk fell,
but the day wasn’t yet done as we had one final visit to
make before arriving back at our guesthouse. We were
back at Pego Marsh, this time in pitch darkness.  As we
made our way along one of the gravel tracks we picked
up eye shine from the minibus lights, Red-necked
Nightjar! We counted 15 in all and right in front us,
brilliant. It was now very late so we headed back to our
guesthouse, a few of us rounding off a long, fabulous day
on the roof terrace with bat detectors picking up
Common and Soprano Pipistrelles.
Day 4 started with a very leisurely breakfast before
taking off for a day in the hills, commencing in the Val
de Gallinera area. Our first stop was just outside La
Carroja, immediately adding some nice birds to our
day list including Blackcap, Nightingale, Red-rumped
Swallow, Bee-eater, Blue Rock Thrush, Red-billed
Chough and Sardinian Warbler all accompanied by
a singing Golden Oriole. We thought watching a nice
Red Squirrel running along a power cable above us was
nice way to round off this stop until someone shouted
‘eagle!’, quickly identified as an adult Short-toed,
it drifted effortlessly above the ridge opposite.
Continuing up the valley with a promise of coffee we
were disappointed to find that Julian’s two favoured
cafés were closed, so we just had to carry on birding!
Stopping at a lay-by beside a patch of Stone Pine Julian
identified a mystery bird song as Western Bonelli’s
Warbler and very quickly we were all watching this
dainty little bird. We also found Coal Tit and Blackcap
flitting around the Pines.
Leaving the Gallinera Valley we dropped down
towards Planes and a stop at the ‘enchanted bridge’.
We weren’t too sure how enchanted the bridge
actually was but one of the target birds here was
Wryneck a species that Marilyn and I had spent many
years trying to find without success. This was definitely
a good birding spot and we spent well over an hour
here, recording Golden Oriole, Serin, Melodious
Warbler, Grey Wagtail, Woodchat Shrike, Hoopoe,
Crag Martin and Rock Sparrow.
To round off a brilliant morning we finally got our
Wryneck, in typical fashion you wait for years and then
two come along at once! We had a good view of them
on a branch beside us and then an even better view as
they flew up to a telegraph wire above us - terrific!
It was now getting towards lunchtime and our stop
today was the Sierra de Mariola which was a fairly
short drive up winding roads and then main road via
Alcoy. Sitting in glorious sunshine, we ate our picnic
while watching majestic Griffon Vultures drifting
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overhead. We also saw Long-tailed, Crested and
Great Tit, Rock Bunting and Raven.
Mid afternoon was spent checking out various
locations in the Sierra adding more new species to
our list including Booted Eagle, Chaffinch, Jay, Wren,
Mistle Thrush, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler.  As
the afternoon was marching on we started to make
our way back via the Val de Gallineria, stopping part
way for a coffee break. The café was in a lovely spot
looking up towards the hills that surround the valley.
Whilst enjoying our coffee and being serenaded by
Nightingales we noticed a number of Red-billed
Choughs behaving strangely over the peaks opposite.
The reason soon became clear as an adult Golden
Eagle suddenly flew up from the same area. We had
great views as it soared around gaining height before
slowly drifting off along the valley.
With high spirits we returned to Oliva to relax for
a while on the roof terrace overlooking the adjacent
orange groves before heading out for dinner at a
beachside restaurant. We ate at an outside table,
enjoying not only the excellent meal and wine but
the sight of dozens of Pipistrelle Bats zooming
around above us as dusk fell.
An early start to Day 5 saw us heading to the
adjacent region of Castilla La Mancha and the
pseudo-steppe area around Petrola.  As we got to the
outskirts of Bonete we stopped for a coffee break to
warm us up on what was an unusually cold morning.
Here we got our first birds of the day, Spotless
Starling, Crested Lark and Red-legged Partridge in
fields around the café. Driving out through the open
farmland we recorded Corn Bunting, Rock Sparrow,
Thekla and Calandra Lark before finding one of the
days target birds, Great Bustard, a small distant
group giving fine ‘scope views.  A little further on we
found another group at a small pool which held
Mallard, Black-headed Gull, Black-winged Stilt,
Marsh Harrier and a group of very nice Black-bellied
Sandgrouse which allowed us just enough time to
get a good view before flying off and out of sight.
To finish off the morning we toured the many
tracks that criss-cross the area and visiting a series of
seasonal pools. The pools were very productive,
yielding Mistle Thrush, Common Buzzard, Greater
Flamingo, Red Crested Pochard, Common Pochard,

The pseudo-Steppe area around Petrola

Gull-billed Tern, Shelduck, White-headed Duck,
Gadwall and more Marsh Harriers. Searching the
surrounding fields we found Stone Curlew, Black Kite,
Crested Lark, and Short-toed Lark. Heading towards
Petrola, the main town in the area, we continued
checking the fields seeing more of the same species
but also adding Whinchat, Pin-tailed Sandgrouse and
a Lesser Kestrel that was nesting in a farm building.
Lunch was taken at a very nice café in Petrola.
We took advantage of the opportunity to sit in the
shade as a welcome relief from the now bright
sunshine, quite a contrast to the start of the day.
We started the afternoon at the Laguna de Petrola, a
large saline lake that immediately gave us good views
of lots of wildfowl and Greater Flamingos. Further
scanning resulted in some new birds for the day and
the trip; Black-necked Grebe, Avocet, Northern
Shoveler, Black Tern, Common Sandpiper, Common
Redshank, Yellow Wagtail, Tree Sparrow and Raven.
Keen to find more Great Bustards we then headed for
the agricultural fields of Higueruela and the tracks that
run through the area. Northern Wheatear, Black Kite
and Common Quail were nice finds but unfortunately
we couldn’t locate any more Bustards. To finish off the
afternoon a short drive took us to a site that Julian
thought would be worthwhile. This turned out to be a
roadside rocky embankment that was surrounded by
Holm Oaks and other vegetation.  As usual Julian was
spot-on, we had a pair of Black Wheatears, a lovely
Black-eared Wheatear, Golden Oriole, Hoopoe and
Bee-eaters catching insects over the Oaks, a lot of
fabulous birds in one place! To round things off nicely a
Black Kite nonchalantly drifted around the side of the
embankment and so low over our heads that we could
almost touch it.
It had been a long hot day so we returned to our
guesthouse to freshen up and then out to another
of Oliva’s lovely restaurants for our final dinner, a run
through the checklist and reminiscing over our recent
successes and the few things that we had missed. Two
of our party were leaving after dinner so we said our
‘goodbyes’ and returned to our guesthouse, Julian
suggesting that the remaining three of us get up early
for a final pre-breakfast walk.
A very nice, still morning greeted us and we returned
to Pego Marsh with hopes of finding some of the reed
bed specialties. We made our way through the reeds
to a small raised viewing platform and in no time had
recorded Zitting Cisticola, Eurasian and Great Reed
Warbler, Marsh Harrier, Purple Heron and lots of
Little Egret.  A Kingfisher flashed by and we had a
brief view of a Little Bittern. We could hear a
Penduline Tit but couldn’t locate it but we were
rewarded with the final new bird of our trip,
Moustached Warbler, which obligingly sat out in
the open long enough for us to get good views in the
telescope, a great way to round off our short break.
Valencia may be better known for the beaches of
Benidorm than its wildlife but the range of habitats
and birds it has to offer rivals many other popular
birding locations in Spain, it’s well worth a visit.
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BirdTrack
 Nick Morann
BirdTrack is designed to capture your records in
a way that is relevant, interesting and meaningful
to you.  At the same time your records feed into a
database being used to study migration movements
and distribution of birds throughout Britain,
Ireland and beyond, thereby supporting species
conservation. With your permission, these data
are also made available for use by the local bird
recorder(s) and bird report writer(s).

Using the system
Register and login
Bird records are at their most valuable when
associated with a named, contactable observer, so
you are asked to provide some details when you
register for BirdTrack via the button on the Home
page www.birdtrack.net. If you have used the online
data entry systems for Bird Atlas 2007–11, the
Breeding Bird Survey, the Wetland Bird Survey,
Garden BirdWatch or any other BTO online survey
you can set up BirdTrack using the same username
and password via the BTO Survey Home page. Once
you have a BirdTrack login, iPhone and Android
Smartphone users can then download the App and
activate it with the same username and password.

Creating sites
BirdTrack has a strong site-based component.
Birders are encouraged to keep an eye on their local
patch(es) and submit records from them on a
regular basis. Setting up a site is easy: just click the
‘Create New Site’ button on the BirdTrack Data
Home page then either point the cursor over the
right place then hold down the shift key (open
up-arrow) and left-click with your mouse (if you use
a Mac, just double-click the mouse), or enter the
postcode or grid reference if you know it. There is
also a pre-populated list of ‘Top County Birding
Sites’, where you can find some of the better-known
birding sites in your area – by using this route to set
up sites for better-known spots, you can help the
local bird recorders by using the agreed names for
particular sites.
Once you have located the site, you will be asked
whether the whole site fits into a 1-km, tetrad or
10-km square. This is just so that we know whether
all of your records from a particular site can be
allocated to an OS grid square, for mapping purposes.
Don’t worry if the site overlaps one or more square
boundaries; simply chose the appropriate size of
square that encompasses your entire site. With the
site created, it will be available in a dropdown menu
when you come to add records.  Alternatively, you
26

can create places through the global tool, which
allows for sites to be set up as polygons, paths
or points.
App users can create sites on the fly straight from
their Smartphone. Please add a meaningful name for
the site if using this route, as it makes the records
much easier for local recorders to use.

Adding records
You can add species lists and casual records for visits
to your site(s). Species lists are for recording all the
species you identified whilst birdwatching at a site,
while casual records allow you to record one or a few
of the more interesting records, or any highlights of
a short visit to a site.
For either method, you can include as much detail
as you like; present-only can be indicated with a tick,
or you can add extra information by clicking the ‘+’
button to reveal a selection of optional details such
as age/sex/plumage, habitat notes and direction of
flight.  Adding a count is worth doing wherever
possible, as it can give you a rough idea of the
relative abundance of different species at the sites
you visit.
‘Complete lists’ are species lists that include all the
species you have positively identified by sight or
sound during your visit. These lists are particularly
valuable because they provide an indication of
absence as well as presence. Extra value can be
added by including a start and end time for your
visit because this gives a measure of observer effort.
Finally, if you already use another piece of software
or a spreadsheet to store your bird records, there is
an upload tool with which you can import batches
of records into BirdTrack.  All you need to do is put
your records into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet and
follow the online instructions.

What can BirdTrack reveal about
the avifauna of Essex?
More is better
In the era of sound bites and social media, ‘less is
more’ is an all too familiar phrase. When it comes to
bird recording though, this couldn’t be further from
the truth. BirdTrack records for Essex have increased
by over 50% in the last three years, while the
volume of complete lists has nearly doubled in the
same period (Table 1).
Blackbird – a common resident species for which
local recorders often receive limited information
other than ‘fall’ events – provides a good insight
into the value of this increased volume of data.
The top 20 species by percentage of complete lists
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Table 1. Summary statistics of BirdTrack
records for Essex

Table 2b. Summary of BirdTrack data for
Essex in 2013

		
Species
Records
Complete lists

		Rep %	Records	Sites
1	Woodpigeon
88.8
3375
728
2	Carrion Crow
76.8
2865
666
3
Blackbird
72.4
2893
638
4
Magpie
68.2
2606
636
5
Blue Tit
66.2
2575
592
6
Black-headed Gull 63.6
2358
632
7	Robin
63.4
2498
602
8	Great Tit
61.2
2319
522
9
Mallard
59.7
2188
571
10	Chaffinch
57.9
2240
538
11 Moorhen
51.6
1856
464
12	Wren
48.6
1789
471
13	Dunnock
47.6
1813
452
14	Starling
47.3
1860
503
15	Collared Dove
46
1807
400
16	Goldfinch
42.5
1645
438
17	Coot
40.9
1500
405
18 Mute Swan
38.5
1411
381
19	Greenfinch
38.4
1483
397
20	Canada Goose
37.2
1366
391

2012
252
73,785
2,112

2013
270
98,923
3,287

2014
266
114,268
3,839

Table 2a. Summary of BirdTrack data for
Essex in 2012
		Rep %	Records	Sites
1	Woodpigeon
85.8
2289
592
2	Carrion Crow
81.4
2085
561
3
Blackbird
74.8
2027
547
4
Magpie
72.2
2041
560
5
Blue Tit
68.4
1829
501
6	Great Tit
65.3
1683
455
7	Robin
64.8
1781
510
8	Chaffinch
64.2
1668
478
9
Black-headed Gull 62.5
1641
485
10 Mallard
58.3
1502
489
11	Wren
52.8
1336
385
12	Starling
52.7
1385
407
13 Moorhen
49.9
1245
391
14	Dunnock
49
1247
371
15	Coot
46.6
1173
367
16	Goldfinch
45.9
1220
370
17	Collared Dove
45.8
1211
328
18	Greenfinch
43.6
1115
347
19	Cormorant
39
1023
353
20 Mute Swan
38.9
1016
333
(Tables 2a–c) 2012–14 reveal Blackbird to
consistently be the third most frequently recorded
species, appearing on 72–75% of birdwatchers’ lists.
Although such information does not constitute a
population trend, it stands to reason that any
considerable changes in number would be borne out
by the percentage of complete lists containing the
species, hence a form of ‘early warning system’.
The results for Greenfinch provide an interesting
example (Table 3 overleaf).  Although the total
number of records and unique sites increased
2012–14, the species has appeared on a decreasing
proportion of complete lists throughout that period.
In 2014, it dropped out of the top 20 most
frequently recorded species.
Returning to Blackbird, the volume of complete
lists submitted for Essex in 2014 alone makes it
possible to detect the same fluctuations in the
weekly reporting rate that are apparent for all of
Britain and Ireland (Figure 1 overleaf). These include
a drop in detectability in the latter part of the
breeding season and a sharp rise in the autumn,
as continental birds arrive here for the winter.

Table 2c. Summary of BirdTrack data for
Essex in 2014
		Rep %	Records	Sites
1	Woodpigeon
88.2
3844
881
2	Carrion Crow
76.5
3267
818
3
Blackbird
73.3
3265
775
4
Blue Tit
70.5
3055
704
5	Robin
69.1
3081
732
6
Magpie
68.5
3028
781
7	Great Tit
63
2672
645
8
Black-headed Gull 62.3
2678
746
9	Chaffinch
58.4
2492
648
10 Mallard
57.1
2432
702
11	Wren
55.1
2317
591
12	Starling
51.9
2367
617
13 Moorhen
50.1
2061
552
14	Dunnock
47.9
2044
535
15	Goldfinch
46.3
2031
557
16	Collared Dove
42.5
1904
462
17 Mute Swan
40.3
1704
492
18 Jackdaw
38
1662
449
19	Coot
37.1
1577
485
20	Cormorant
37
1589
517
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Table 3. Summary statistics for Greenfinch
in Essex
		
Rank		
% of complete lists
Records		
Sites		

2012
18
43.6
1,115
347

2013
19
38.4
1,483
397

2014
23
35.5
1,518
412

However, there is still considerable within-year
variation, or ‘noise’, in the data for Essex, so more is
most definitely better!

Breeding evidence
Cetti’s Warbler, Hobby and Marsh Harrier have all
undergone considerable range expansions over the
last three decades and are now regularly
encountered in suitable habitat in many parts of the
county. However, where these species are becoming
commonplace, there is an increasing tendency for
under-recording, particularly in terms of breeding
evidence. In the case of Cetti’s Warbler, for example,
some key sites are not receiving regular counts,
leading to underestimates of numbers.
For these and all other species on the Rare
Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP) list, please add a
breeding code for any individuals recorded in
suitable habitat during the breeding season.  Advice
on recording breeding evidence for RBBP species
using BirdTrack can be found on the RBBP website:
www.rbbp.org.uk/downloads/Using_BirdTrack_to_
record_RBBP_species.pdf

Complete lists versus casuals records
Historically, bird recording has tended towards
collecting ‘casual’ records: a single species with a
date, location, count and perhaps breeding status
and other optional information. The first and last
dates of migrants, the highest counts of each
species and the records of scarce and rare species are
readily captured in this way and such information is
certainly of value. However, casual records have the
potential to be misleading as they lack any measure
of observer effort. For example, while there were 158
records of Great White Egret for Essex in BirdTrack
last year, the species only appeared on 0.3% of
complete lists, perhaps indicating that many of
these records were repeat observations of a small
number of individuals. Compare this to Yellow
Wagtail, recorded 157 times yet featuring on 2.9%
of complete lists. By using the latter metric, the bias
introduced by varying observer numbers, repeat
reports of the same birds and hours spent in the
field is minimised.
So the message is clear: whether you are a resident
or visiting birder in Essex, you can maximise the
value of your sightings – both to you and to the
wider bird recording community – by logging them
as complete lists in BirdTrack.
Don’t forget: Log it or lose it!
BirdTrack is organised by the BTO, on behalf of the
BTO, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB), BirdWatch Ireland, the Scottish
Ornithologists’ Club (SOC) and the Welsh
Ornithological Society (WOS).

Figure 1. Percentage of BirdTrack complete lists by week in 2014 featuring Blackbird
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Operation Turtle Dove
Project update April 2015
 Samantha Lee, RSPBn
Launched in 2012, Operation Turtle Dove, a
partnership project between the RSPB, Natural
England, Conservation Grade and Pensthorpe
Conservation Trust committed to aiming to reverse
the dramatic decline of this iconic species.
The main factors associated with the cause of the
species decline are food shortages on their breeding
grounds, disease, habitat loss (across their migratory
route as well as on breeding and wintering grounds)
and - possibly - unsustainable levels of hunting. The
project therefore aims to address these issues by
conducting research on both breeding and wintering
grounds, establishing suitable foraging habitat
within core breeding areas and engaging with
communities and organisations across the flyway.
Two years on, and this is where we’ve got to
so far…
Recently published are two research papers,
focussing on the habitat features that retain turtle
doves and the development of a bespoke seed mix
which can be utilised as part of agri-environment
schemes. Both can be accessed through the RSPB
Conservation Science website – https://www.rspb.
org.uk/forprofessionals/science/
Across the flyway, CEMEX UK are working with
BirdLife International, the RSPB and LPO (Birdlife in
France) and CEMEX operations in France to help
conserve turtle doves across their western European
migration corridor by creating suitable habitat on
quarry sites.
In February, Simon Tonkin from Conservation
Grade and Niki Williamson from RSPB travelled to

Turtle Dove plot, Bowers marsh (samantha lee)

Fumitory at Bowers Marsh (samantha lee)

Gambia and Senegal to assess how UK winter
migrants and resident farmland species used habitat
on peanut farms. Using this information, they are
developing a sustainable farming protocol for use
across West Africa, whereby peanut growers manage
10% of their farms as habitats for wildlife and are
then paid a premium for their produce.
This year we hope to gain approval from the
independent Special Marks Technical Panel (SMTP)
to fit satellite tags to some UK breeding turtle doves.
This will provide crucial flyway information which
will help to focus conservation efforts.
In spring 2014, two dedicated Turtle Dove
Conservation Advisers were employed by the RSPB
to deliver advice to farmers, land owners and
managers on how to provide suitable turtle dove
habitat. So far, they have delivered over 22,000ha of
advice across the core breeding grounds of Kent,
Sussex, Essex and Suffolk.
Essex remains one of the most important counties
supporting breeding turtle doves. Using figures
derived from data from BTO/BirdWatchIreland/SOC
Bird Atlas 2007–11, Essex supports over 12% of the
proportional population estimates for the entire UK
turtle dove population. For this reason, the county is
one of four areas which receives dedicated advice
delivery. So far, this has involved over 6,500 hectares
of advice delivery as well as joint events with local
conservation leads. A steering group of invested
local partners has also been established including
the Essex Bird Watching Society, Essex Wildlife Trust,
the Environment Agency, local Natural England
representatives, Anglian Water, Campaign for
the Farmed Environment and Essex Biological
Records Centre.
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All the RSPB reserves in Essex have committed to
establishing suitable habitat for turtle doves
providing over 6 hectares of foraging habitat for
hungry turtle doves. In addition, Essex Wildlife Trust
are working hard to establish turtle dove habitat at
suitable reserves across the region. EWT Two Tree
Island near Leigh, has already established a plot of
the bespoke Turtle Dove seed mix which by now will
be delivering for hungry birds in the area.  Alton
Water are (as you read) establishing foraging habitat
around the reservoir which once supported a
healthy population of up to 35 turtle doves which
they hope to encourage back.
EBWS and RSPB volunteers joined forces in March
to create two Turtle Dove foraging plots at the MOD
Wethersfield site, using seed that EBWS had raised
money to provide.
Six farm and reserve sites in Essex (as well as
others across eastern and south east England)
are participating in a supplementary feeding trial
throughout spring-summer 2015. Each site is
being closely monitored to establish whether the
provision of supplementary feed could be a potential
short-term addition to the conservation actions for
turtle doves to help to sustain populations whilst
suitable habitat is being established. The Operation
Turtle Dove partnership is keen to emphasise that
these trials are being undertaken very cautiously due
to the associated risks of disease transmission and
that supplementary feeding should not be seen as a
long term solution to reversing turtle dove declines.

In November 2014, EWT, RSPB, CFE and
Conservation Grade held a joint event at EWT
Abbotts Hall to update local farmers on the
outcomes of the reform of the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) and introduce the new agrienvironment scheme of Countryside Stewardship.
The event included a morning of talks from
Conservation Grade’s Simon Tonkin, Elizabeth
Ranelagh from the Campaign for the Farmed
Environment and Samantha Lee, RSPB Turtle Dove
Conservation Adviser. The event was well attended
with approximately 50 people and resulted in
several follow up farm visits across sites in Essex.
In August, the National Trust will be delivering a
weekend ‘Bio Blitz’ event at NT Copt Hall with RSPB
leading a dawn bird survey at the site. The Turtle
Dove Conservation Adviser will continue to raise
awareness of the project by attending key farming
events which have already included the Farm
Business Updates in February and country shows
across the country throughout the summer.
Follow us on twitter - @saveturtledoves
Report your sightings and tell us where the best
places in Essex are to see turtle doves –
turtledove@rspb.org.uk
For habitat advice contact Samantha Lee on
Samantha.lee@rspb.org.uk
For more information about Operation Turtle
Dove – operationturtledove.org

Breaking my back for Turtle Doves
 Steve Hallamn
Apparently Essex and Suffolk now hold around a
third of the (dwindling) UK population of Turtle
Doves. So action to help them around here makes
good sense, which is why the RSPB has set up a
project to do so. A week ago an opportunity to do
this arose on a military base in the middle of Essex
(if I tell you where, I shall have to kill myself). This
was provided by the removal of some old fuel
storage tanks, which had behind an area of unusable
waste ground. This was supposed to be covered with
a layer of shingly gravel and then top soil. The idea
was to use it to plant a special seed mix of food
plants for Turtle Doves. But somewhere along the
way these two layers were applied the wrong way
round. Hence a call went out via the local RSPB and
Essex Birdwatchers Society for volunteers to rake off
the shingle.
Thus it was that on an expectedly lovely March
morning c.15 of us presented ourselves to the guard
at the base security gate.  After appropriate briefings
(‘don’t photograph the attack dogs’, etc.) we set off
30

in car convoy to go to the work site. I haven’t
driven across a runway many times, and always on
non-working airfields, but every time I do part of me
thinks ‘Streuth, it’s wide. It’s a long way to safety.
What if right now is the moment when a stricken
airliner / bomber carrying a nuclear payload /
something else very large and heavy has no option
but to try to land on this runway – like they do in
the films. Suddenly I feel very vulnerable.’ So far
I’ve always got away with it – but I always look
both ways.
The site itself was perhaps not the most scenic I’ve
ever worked at and, to be honest, has not necessarily
been improved by our efforts. It was decided that we
would try to clear strips of cleared earth across the
site, rather than random patches. I think at this stage
most of us thought that the amount of shingle
looked a bit daunting. So nothing for it but to get
stuck in. My initial finding was that the shingle
rather ‘laughed’ at my garden rake: ‘so what do
you think you’re going to achieve with that, then?’,
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as the rake simply bounced off the top. But as is
usually the way we all started to develop some kind
of technique. I quickly concluded that bringing a
spade had been a good call, as the best approach
was to rake up little piles and then throw these to
the side with the spade.
After an hour or so good progress was being made,
and strips were starting to emerge. I placed myself in
the ‘vanguard’ of the group, striving to reach the end
of the shingle patch, where I struggled to keep up
with two of the female members of the group.
Luckily, taking some photos provided an excuse for
a rest. The careful observer will note two women
working hard – and two men having a natter.
Unexpectedly a photographer from the East
Anglian Daily News turned up. This is great for the
project, but I couldn’t help wondering about a job
that requires you to get up early-ish on a Sunday
morning, and drive to the middle of nowhere to take
photos of people raking shingle into piles. Strange
times we live in.
There was also, of course, the much appreciated
tea break. This was a tad bittersweet for me. This
was because I had brought my new flask full of tea.
Unbeknown to me flask technology has moved on:
in my day flasks had tops, which you unscrewed to
pour your tea out. It now appears that flasks have
‘clever’ (which actually means complicated) tops
that you can pour out of, with bits you push and
click to pour / not pour. (Not that I noticed any
information about this on the flask.) So, as you
would predict from any comedy plot, when filing the
flask I had inadvertently done so with its top in the
open position, resulting in me arriving at the site
with a rucksack full of tea, melted chocolate cake

and biscuits and a blood sugar monitor (I’m diabetic)
that had tea inside its display screen.  And, the worst
of it, no tea to drink.  Apparently all this is my fault
for being a dimwit, the domestic authorities have
decided.
Despite this setback, by the time lunch arrived
we had achieved probably about twice what I had
expected.  And I’d had the chance to mention
our Naturetale app to a couple of people, which
provides fascinating facts about the wild flowers and
berries you can find on a walk in the country. Their
reaction, as I normally find, was to be interested,
so I was able to hand some of our flyers out:
www.naturetaleapp.com
Pretty impressive progress, eh?
At this stage I had to dip out, as one of my
daughters had arranged a birthday pub lunch for
the very same day.  As you would expect, I hadn’t
recognised this as a date clash. I was disappointed to
be unable to help finish the job. But my arms were
secretly exultant because, by now, they were so
weak they were losing their ability to thump my rake
into the shingle, as opposed to just bouncing across
the top. In fact all of my body from the waste up was
busily reminding me that I am no longer as young
and fit as I used to be. I noticed that the ladies in our
party were still going strong, needless to say.
The plan for the afternoon was to sow the seed
mix while we had so many volunteers present. I hope
this transpired, so that the job has been completed.
Then it will be fingers crossed and hope that some
Turtle Doves turn up.
Taken with permission from Steve’s blog - http://
www.naturetaleapp.com/naturetaleblog
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The Bird as a ‘Zoological Garden’
John Smart1n
There is a wealth of published material on birds
including field guides, monographs, migration and
behavioural studies, but little on the parasites that
inhabit them. Clearly, it is not a popular topic, even
within the scientific community in general. What
research has been undertaken has been mainly
aimed at poultry production.
Although a bird’s plumage usually looks pristine
and well maintained, there lay a less palatable
aspect to it (from the human perspective). Plumage
provides a habitat for a variety of insects and
lifeforms that live out their lifecycles in the keratin
jungle. This habitat is comprised of many thousands
of feathers from the few wing and tail feathers to
the many thousands of body contour feathers (A
House Sparrow may have a compliment of c.3, 600
contour feathers whilst a Mute Swan in the order of
c.25, 000). 2
Making plumage their home, there are louse-flies
and feather lice that scurry through the featherscape and even mites that dwell within the feather
shafts themselves. Except for the feather lice, the
others partake of blood meals from the host bird.
Some have exoskeletons that are flat in design so as
to slip easily through the plumage. That outer hard
structure resists the nips from a bird’s bill. When
birds have a scratch and preen, it’s usually for a good
reason other than to just align the feathers.
Although the purpose of ‘anting’ is still debated,
it seems likely that it includes utilizing chemical
warfare against feather-lice and other external
parasitic annoyances. Whereby the formic acid and

anal gland excretions from ants are rubbed about
the feathers and the bird assumes a posture to
encourage a swarm of ants to roam throughout
the plumage. 3
But there it does not end. There are flukes that
inhabit the vascular system and journey through the
arteries and veins.  And there are various parasitic
worm species that favour different parts of the
host’s anatomy. Bizarrely, some actually migrate
throughout the host’s body. Miriam Rothschild &
Theresa Clay, in their ground breaking book ‘Fleas,
Flukes and Cuckoos’ (1952) spent a lifetime
researching the curious and bizarre life histories of
these little understood parasitic lifeforms that thrive
in and on the bird. 4

Bird Parasites
Two ‘recognized’ groups:
Macroparasites = Those that can be seen by the
naked eye.
Microparasites = Those requiring optical
magnification to study.

These in turn are further subdivided:
Ectoparasites (external) and Endoparasites (internal).

Ecto:
Louse-flies / Fleas / Leeches / Feather Lice / Ticks and
Mites.

Swallow (Hirundo rustica) overrun with resident louse-flies (biosphoto/john-lou zimmermann)
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Endo:
Tapeworms / Flatworms / Roundworms / Flukes /
Protozoans (single cell organisms) / Viruses and
Bacteria.

Fungi:
Various species of fungi invade the bird internally at
the micro-level. Some are harmful whilst others are
beneficial (Symbiotic). Some even invade other
parasites.
Many of these parasites have very complex life
histories. It is a wonder how some researchers have
discovered them. Some endoparasites require passing
through two other hosts in the form of larvae before
becoming an adult within a similar bird. These can
involve fish and snails as the other necessary hosts in
the chain.  And then the lifecycle repeats ad infinitum.
Presumably, the more tenuous the lifecycle the
greater egg production of the parasite to overcome
the improbability of it all.
And it is surely a truism that the smaller the
parasite, the more will be present about the bird. Thus
the 1/8" to 1/4" long louse-fly may number several
scurrying about the plumage at the larger end of the
scale, but the mites and parasitic bacteria down at
the micro-level will number in their thousands.
It is an intriguing thought that an adult passerine or
non-passerine bird that annually flies twice between
Europe and Africa is also transporting an almost
uncountable number of residents (mostly microparasites) within it. The density and weight of which
does not unduly impair the performance or health
of their host.
For although birds may have a good variety of these
parasites, their population level needs to be such as
not to be too injurious. For if the bird were to die, its
parasite community would perish with it. Many of
these parasites are host specific and cannot survive
on or in anything else except on the same or similar
host species.
There’s an armaments race on between the bird’s
immunity system and the onslaught and proliferation
of some internal parasites. Certain blood cells react to
the presence of alien bodies in the vascular plumbing
system and actively attack them.
The more researchers delve into the world of
parasites, the stranger it becomes. It has been shown
that parasites themselves are prone to being
parasitized right down to the virus and single cell
level. The complex world of parasites within
parasites and the successful synchronizing of their
respective lifecycles must surely be seen as
mindboggling. 5
So it would seem that a bird is a ‘Zoological
Garden’. It has become a fertile roving platform for
a whole variety of lifeforms that treat the various
parts of the bird as their nursery and home.
Whilst ringing Swifts it was not unusual for a
louse-fly to emerge and jump around between hand
and bird. For the size of bird, it is quite large, about
¼" long. Scaling up in proportion, it would be like

having several of these flies, four inches long,
scurrying around our underclothes!
Also brought to the ringing table were the
occasional Blackbird and Great Tit with several
ticks, engorged on the bird’s blood, about their
heads. These resembled a small bunch of black
grapes. These were removed with great care as their
bodies can contain debilitating viral infections,
transmittable to humans, including Lyme’s disease.
Bird ringers have a fund of such engaging anecdotes!

The Nest:
This article has dwelt upon the parasitic community
that mainly live out their lives whilst on or in the
bird.  Another set of insects and lifeforms dwell
within their nests; the hole nesters in particular.
These comprise mainly of beetles, bugs, mites and
fleas. Many of which will partake of a blood meal
from the parent birds and their nestlings. The
nestlings in particular must undergo the irritation
and torture of many marauding biting things
much attracted and energized by their young host’s
body heat and rancid nature.  A Great Tit’s nest can
have as many as 3000 (three thousand) of such
individuals and many lay eggs that remain dormant
until the following nesting season commences. 4

The Egg:
And the bird’s egg does not always escape the
parasitic invasion. Several American scientific
studies of poultry, report that on occasions,
roundworms and flukes may wander from the
intestine into the oviduct, and become contained
within the egg as it is being formed. However, the
egg may then become infertile. Down at the
micro-level, bacteria is capable of entering the egg
via the porous nature of the shell (A facility to allow
life sustaining oxygen in and subsequently expelling
the resulting carbon dioxide).6
It is now realized that parasite species by far
outnumber all the other species that inhabit the
Earth. The larger hosts, including ourselves, are the
vehicle for their existence. Thus should an animal or
plant species become extinct then it may take with
it an unknown number of other lifeforms, many of
which will be unique and probably unknown to
science. (Coextinction). 7

The Biomass of lifeforms:
Coupled with this thought provoking statement,
specialists in their field estimate that the total
biomass of all the c.14, 000 species of ant around
the globe weigh similar to the c.7.2 billion of us
humans.  And termites, c.4000 species, and krill, c.85
species, each surpass all us humans in total
biomass.  And it is estimated that c.97% of all
species known on Earth are invertebrates. These
different ‘angles’ on wildlife can jolt one’s
perspective of the Natural World. It has mine. 6
Here on Earth, it would seem that where life can
evolve it has evolved. From the deep hydrothermal
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oceanic vents where species of tubeworms and
shrimps thrive without oxygen and light to a type of
bacteria that has evolved to exist in the presence of
high levels of radioactivity in nuclear power plants.
It’s as if every niche about us (and within) that can
be colonized has been colonized.
1	Re this article’s title, the earliest reference I can find that
refers to this phrase was used by A. E. Shipley in the
literature of the ‘Zoological Society of London’ in 1905
and subsequently referred to by Rothschild & Clay.
2 ‘Numbers of feathers on a bird’, Alexander Wetmore,
1936.
3 K. E. L Simmons in ‘A Dictionary of Birds’, Campbell &
Lack, 1985.
4 ‘Fleas, Flukes and Cuckoos’ The book was ground
breaking at the time it was published back in 1952.  And
it was probably instrumental in throwing light on

infestation problems experienced by the poultry and
game shooting industries. Since then it appears research
into the subject has been limited to scientific journals
and has become more orientated to advance the
understanding of parasites causing human diseases.
5 ‘Do Parasites get Parasites?’ From the ‘Popular Science’
website, July 2013.
6	Data gleaned from various scientific based websites.
7 ‘Most of the Species on Earth are Parasites’.
D.  A. Windsor in the ‘Journal for Parasitology’ 1998.

Note:
The bacterial infections of Salmonella/E.coli,
associated with poultry eggs and human health, are
outside the scope of this article.
This article, in a slightly different form, first appeared in the
‘Norsey Wood Newsletter’, Billericay, in the Spring of 2015.

The Avian Lament
On feathers and wrinkly skin
In veins and on vanes
Flukes in the plumbing
Mites in the quills
What have birds done?
To deserve such ills!
Freeloaders, what do they confer?
Nothing but torment and pain
Repeating lifecycles again and again
From host to host round robin!
The imbibers and the grazers
Pursue a ‘Right to Life’ as lived.
And what of those ballooning ticks?
Full of viral soup, as black as grapes
And menaces just as dark
Clamped to head and neck
Gorging on the lifeblood
Of Nature’s hapless feathered friend!
But within the parasite as host
Others also lunch for free
Some smaller, others so twee
Keeping each other company
In Earth’s unending complexity
In an itchy scratchy World!
John Smart 05/02/2015
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Programme of 2015–2016
Indoor Meetings
Friday 4th September 2015

Friday 8th January 2016

Steve Cale – ‘Birds and Wildlife
of Northern Cyprus’

Derek Howes – ‘Wildlife of Brazil,
Ecuador & Peru’

Northern Cyprus, including the Karpaz Peninsula
has a wealth of birds, reptiles, butterflies, insects
and flowers which creates this superb
Mediterranean Island

Derek takes about his travels through parts of
South America with stunning photographs of
Humming Birds and Jaguars along with many more
birds and mammals

Friday 2nd October 2015

Friday 5th February 2016

Ashley Gooding – ‘Birds of the
Okavango Delta, Botswana’

Martin Davies – ‘Wild Canadian Rockies’

Colourful birds of this huge wetland and the
surrounding Kalahari Desert, along with other
wildlife experienced in this part of Africa

A wealth of birds and other wildlife that inhabit
these northern forests and alpine meadows. Also
home to a wonderful variety of splendid mammals,
flowers and butterflies

Friday 6th November 2015

Friday 4th March 2016 (Following AGM at 19:30)

Bill Coster – ‘Bill does Britain, Again’

Edward Mayer – ‘Swifts’ founder
of ‘Swift Conservation’

With his ‘special’ unique style of presentation,
some to music, Bill presents and delights us with
stunning images of beautiful birds found across the
length and breadth of Britain
Friday 4th December 2015

Edward talks about this spectacular and
charismatic urban species. Their decline and
surprising results of 14-years surveying will be
revealed with superb photos

Graham Ekins – ‘Birds of Bolivia,
from the Amazon to the Andes’

Friday 1st April 2016

By popular demand Graham returns with another
splendid selection of images from this relatively
unexplored but incredible country and a wonderful
part of the world. An evening not to be missed.

Organiser of the annual BTO Garden Bird Watch
scheme enlightens us with some of the secrets
about the vast variety of species found in and
around our ‘own patches’

Kate Risely, from BTO – ‘Garden Birds’

All talks start at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2QL.
Members £3.00, Non-members £4.00 on the door. Refreshments served during the interval. All welcome.

’SPECIAL’ CONSERVATION EVENT
Saturday – 19th March 2016

‘Migration – Out of Africa’
CONFERENCE
To be held at Northumberland Lecture Theatre, Lordship Campus,
Writtle College, Nr Chelmsford, CM1 3RR
By advanced booking only with John & Louise Sykes (01245 355132)
Full day event with display stands to enhance the experience.
Attendance is restricted to 100 delegates, so to avoid disappointment book early.
Entrance includes ‘light’ lunch and refreshments during the 09:00 to 09:45 registration.
For more details, a full list of speakers and the subjects to be covered
please see our website WWW.EBwS.ORG.UK Guests very welcome.
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Programme of 2015–2016
Field Trip Meetings
Sunday – 23rd August 2015 (07:00 Start)
The Bird Fair – The Anglian Water Birdwatching
Centre at Egleton Reserve on Rutland Water is home
of the annual ‘Bird Fair’, where you have the
opportunity to do some Birdwatching from the
30 hides; book your next trip; purchase a field guide;
take in a lecture or two; or just enjoy the many
displays in 18 huge marquees and outside exhibits.
Internet pre-booking is possible with reduced rate
for RSPB/EWT members. Valid cards must be
presented at the entrance. Chelmsford only
Sunday – 13th September 2015 (No Coach)
Walton-on-the-Naze & Holland Haven –
A trip to the north-east of the county for early
winter migrants such as Redwing, Fieldfare,
Wheatear plus Stonechat with the possibility of
Firecrest and a rarity like Yellow-browed Warbler
might just be found
Sunday – 18th October 2015 (07:00 Start)
Holme Dunes Nwt & Titchwel Rspb Reserve
– Norfolk offers some of the best bird watching
in East Anglia, especially at this time of the year.
The arrival of winter migrants like Wryneck,
Yellow-browed Warbler and Barred Warbler along
with large flocks of Pink-footed and Brent Geese
are all possible. Chelmsford only
Sunday – 15th November 2015
Horsey Mere & Hickling Broad, Stubbs Mill –
The ‘Mere’ area offers the opportunity to view one of
the most northerly broads and is close to the sea to
observe the movement along the coast, plus Snow
Bunting and Shorelark. The Stubbs Mill Raptor Watch
Point has in the past provided sightings of Barn Owl,
Crane, Hen Harrier and the spectacle of up to 150
Marsh Harrier returning to roost. Chelmsford only
Sunday – 6th December 2015 (No Coach)
Thameside EWT & Rainham Marsh RSPB Reserve
– Both sites are located on the Thames estuary, but
each offer their own varied habitats, with many winter
visitors, raptors, waders and wildfowl. Both sites serve
hot drinks in warm centres!

Sunday – 10th January 2016 (No Coach)
Abberton Reservoir & Fingringhoe Wick EWT
Reserves – Superb Essex sites with so much
potential to see stunning species like Red-throated
Diver, Smew, Bittern, Goldeneye, Owls and winter
Thrushes. Again hot drinks are available
Sunday – 7th February 2016
Rye Harbour Reserve – A fascinating SPA and
SSSI site this area is a mosaic of habitats with
shingle, saltmarsh, sand dunes, rivers, pits, grazing
marsh and reedbeds by the sea. Five hides where
Mediterranean Gull, Smew, Red-breasted Merganser
and Goosander are possibilities. Shenfield & Grays
pick-ups as required
Sunday – 10th April 2016
Grove Ferry Nnr & Stodmarsh Rspb Reserve
– Little Ringed Plover, Spotted Redshank and Yellow
Wagtail can all be seen along with early migrants
such as Chiffchaff, Willow and Sedge Warbler and
raptors plus always the chance of a rarity. Shenfield
& Grays pick-ups as required
Sunday – 8th May 2016
Minsmere Rspb Reserve – We return to the
RSPB’s superb flagship reserve on the Suffolk coast,
and the home of Springwatch, with its wide range
of habitats. Cetti’s Warbler, Avocets, Treecreeper,
Mediterranean Gull, Spotted Redshank, Bearded Tit,
Marsh Harrier, Terns and many more. The adjacent
Dunwich heath offers sightings of Stonechat and
Dartford Warbler. Stanway pick-up as required
Sunday – 5th June 2016
Ashdown Forest – ‘Old Lodge’ SWT Reserve on
the Weald in the beautiful Sussex countryside, we
will be looking for Tree Pipit, Woodlark, Redstart,
Nuthatch, Turtle Dove, Hobby, Spotted Flycatcher,
Bullfinch, Garden Warbler, Yellowhammer and
Peregrine, plus Damsel and Dragonflies across the
stunning undulating landscape. Shenfield & Grays
pick-ups as required

For more details and to book coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00). Large ’free‘ car park
next to County Hotel in Chelmsford. All Coach Trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel)
07:15 for 07:30 departure, unless stated otherwise, with pick-ups at Shenfield High School at 07:45 and Oak P.H.
Grays at 08:00 or Swan P.H. Stanway at 08:00, depending on the direction of travel on the day. £20.00-£23.00 each,
subject to destination and attendance. Accompanied juniors under 16 are ‘free’. An entrance charge also applies to
some venues and reserves for non-members of RSPB, WWT, Wildlife Trusts, etc. To avoid disappointing anyone on
a waiting list, non-attended coach bookings, without cancellation, will incur the trip cost. For non-coach trips,
meet at the venue car park at 09:00. Requested donation Members £2.00 each, Guests £3.00 each.
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‘Birdwatching’ Protocol and Etiquette!
 Gerry Johnsonn
The Society’s members are amongst the millions
of people that enjoy going birdwatching, in one form
or another, every year. Your personal interest in ‘birds’
and watching them might have started at a very
young age, or perhaps a lot later after retiring?
Possibly very innocently while walking the dog in
a park and seeing species like Kingfisher, Jay,
Nuthatch or Goldcrest; or when on a boat trip taken
during a holiday and seeing Puffin on the water or
Gannets plunge diving; or just while watching the
many different bird species in your garden? When
you started and the reason why you started is not
that important, but how we conduct ourselves
when taking part in our hobby is very important.
Birdwatching is as much a state of mind as it is
an activity.
What we do when birdwatching should be common
sense, but having recently retired as a professional
Chartered Engineer, rational and straight forward
common sense was often in short supply and not
always applied. Sadly on occasions when an
interesting or rare bird species turns up this is also the
case! So to assist us all the leading conservation
bodies have together produced ’The Birdwatchers
Codes’ to help everyone enjoy our hobby to its full
potential, safely and without endangering birds
and/or damaging fragile habitats.
You have probably sadly witnessed, or at least heard
of, incidents of inconsiderate and/or bad behaviour
at a ‘twitch’ when the occasion and circumstances
become all absorbing in the attempt to see and/or
photograph a rare species (The discovery of European
Serin in early February 2015 at Gunners Park,
Shoeburyness comes to mind). Fortunately this only
happens infrequently and by a small minority, but it
can still have very serious implications and issues for
the bird, the habitat and create bad feelings with
other birdwatchers, with the public and may prevent
and/or restrict access by the landowner in the future.
In general the basic things to remember from
‘The Birdwatchers’ Codes’ are:

1.The interest of the bird must always come
first, avoid disturbing birds and their habitats:
F Our personal perception of any site or occasion is
very subjective. We each have our own ideas what is
acceptable, which can vary quite significantly from
that of others, but the bird’s welfare is paramount.
F Birds respond to people in many ways, depending
on the species, location and time of year. If birds are
disturbed they may desert their nests, leaving broods
hungry and cold or susceptible to attach from
predators who could take advantage of their
unguarded eggs and/or chicks. During cold weather
or when migrants have just made a long tiring

journey, they need to feed and recover as quickly as
possible. Repeated disturbance of birds means that
they cannot do this and they use up vital energy
unnecessarily.
FWhether you are interested in birdwatching,
photography, sound recording, etc. please remember
to always put the interests of the birds first.
Intentional and/or reckless disturbance of some
species at or near their nest site is illegal in the UK.
F Remain on public roads, bridleways and footpaths
to avoid disturbing all habitats used by birds.
F Getting too close to a bird and making it stressed
and/or disturbing their habitat must be avoided. If a
bird makes repeated alarm calls, then you are too
close. Move back to a lower profile position and/or
reduce the number of observers until the bird is
comfortable. If the species is not relaxed it will take
cover in dense undergrowth at best or fly away, which
means that you and others may not get to see the
bird or only poor views.
F Use your field craft skills wisely at all times.
Remember you can disturb a bird(s) even if you are
not very close! A flock of warders on the foreshore can
easily be disturbed from 1-2 Km. especially if you are
exposed on a seawall.
F Repeatedly playing of a recording of bird song and/
or calls to encourage a bird to respond can divert a
territorial bird from other important issues, such as
feeding its young. Never use tapes to attract a species
during the breeding season.

2.Be an ambassador for birdwatching:
F Think about your field-craft skills and personal
behaviour such that you can enjoy your birdwatching
as well as others.
F Not everyone will understand and/or appreciate
our passion and enthusiasm to see a particular ‘little
brown bird’ that has just arrived and might depart just
as quickly as it appeared. But be patient and respect
other people and their property.
F Lead by example and be courteous at all times to
others that show an interest in our passionate and
compulsive hobby.  Advise others why we wish to
see the species that is present; it is the first time in
the County/Country, or it has not been seen for
many years.
F Your enthusiasm could start a lifetime’s interest in
birds for someone, especially a youngster, together
with a greater appreciation and awareness of wildlife
in general.
F Always respond in a positive manner to questions
from interested members of the public. They may not
be a birdwatcher yet, but by sharing good views of a
bird through your telescope and/or helpful answers
to questions raised may ignite a ‘spark’ of
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interest.  After all, something ‘sparked’ our interest!
F Do not accept mindless behaviour and challenge
anyone that is behaving inappropriately. It may be
that the culprit is new to birdwatching with limited
field-craft skills and not fully aware of the
implications of their actions and the subsequent
possible consequences. But by doing this, do not put
yourself or your personal belongings at risk of any
danger at anytime.
F Always consider and use local services, such as
shops for snacks and newspapers; Public Houses for
evening refreshments; restaurants for meals; hotels
and guest houses for accommodation; petrol
stations for fuel and public transport. By raising
awareness of the benefits to local communities of
trade from visiting birdwatchers, this will ultimately
enhance relationships and may help the birds
themselves.

3. Know the ‘Countryside Code’ and follow it:
F If you follow ‘The Countryside Code’ wherever
you go in the UK you will get the maximum
enjoyment possible and you will assist to protect
the countryside now and for the future.
F Legislation provides access for walkers to open
country in the UK, and incorporates robust measures
to protect all aspects of wildlife.
F It is important to note that the rules and codes
differ considerably in each part of the UK, so plan
and prepare ahead to ensure you know what you are
permitted to do.
F In England and Wales a round symbol of a person
walking denotes land open for public access on foot.
This access is to land mapped as mountains, moors,
heaths and down also to registered common land.
However, local restrictions may be in force for
specific reasons, so plan your trip carefully in
advance and always follow ‘The Countryside Code’.
F For England, ‘The Countryside Code’ and maps
showing areas for public access can be obtained
online at: www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk
F For Wales, ‘The Countryside Code’ and public
access maps can be found at: www.ccgc.gov.uk
or www.countrysidecodewales.org.uk
F For Scotland, ‘The Scottish Access Code’ can
be found at: www.outdooraccess-scotland.com
F It should be remembered that in Scotland access
is quite different and is available to open country
and to field margins of enclosed land to reach open
country, provided you act in accordance with
‘The Scottish Access Code’.
F Although there is no statutory right of
access in Northern Ireland, there is a lot of
information, including ‘The Country Code’ at:
www.countrysiderecreation.com
F Further information can be found at:
www.ccw.gov.uk/tirgofal

4. The law and its consequences:
F The laws protecting birds and their habitats are
the result of years of hard campaigning by
38

generations of birdwatchers and conservation
organisations. We must make sure that we do not
allow them to fall into disrepute.
F In England, Scotland and Wales, it is a criminal
offence to disturb, intentionally or recklessly, at/or
near the nest, of any species listed on Schedule 1 of
‘The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981’. For specific
details and a full list of the Schedule 1 species visit:
www.rspb.org.uk/birdlaw
F Disturbance could include the playing of taped
songs and/or calls. The courts can impose fines of up
to £5,000 and/or a prison sentence of up to six
months for each offence.
F In Scotland, disturbing Capercaille and/or Ruff at
leks is also an offence.
F In Northern Ireland it is a criminal offence to
intentionally disturb a bird at/and or near the nest
under ‘The Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985.
F The Government can, for specific reasons such as
scientific study, issue licences to individuals that
permit ‘limited’ disturbance, including monitoring/
protection of nests and/or ringing.
F It is a criminal offence to destroy and/or damage
intentionally or recklessly, a ‘special interest feature’
of a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and/or to
disturb the wildlife for which the site was notified. In
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, a fine up to
£20,000 may be imposed by a Magistrates’ Court,
or an unlimited fine by a Crown Court.
F In Scotland the maximum fine on summary
conviction is £40,000, or an unlimited fine on
conviction or indictment.
F Should you witness anyone who you suspect may
be illegally disturbing and/or destroying wildlife and/
or habitats, telephone the police immediately and
advise the location (ideally with the six-figure map
reference).
F If safe, take photographs of the suspected
perpetrators and/or of their actions as evidence. But
do not put yourself and/or your property in any
danger at any time.

5. When a rare bird arrives:
F Mobile telephone, pager services and the internet
now mean that we can receive and share sightings
with each other instantly!
F Should you be fortunate to discover a ‘rare’ species,
please bear the following in mind?
F Suppression of any rarity is a contentious issue and
subjective. Total suppression of any species should not
be an option. But under special circumstances and/or
if found in a sensitive location (i.e. the bird is in a
domestic garden, on private property, in hospital
grounds, in a school, on MOD land, on a motorway or
main road, on a railway track, etc.) temporary short
term suppression might be required and considered.
But only until the necessary safety precautions and/or
viewing arrangements have been put into place.
F Inform the landowner/farmer first, or the Warden of
the nature reserve. With sensitive and a little careful
planning, access can often be agreed. This will also
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ensure that the species is not accidently disturbed.
F Consider all the implications and the potential
impact of spreading the news recklessly.
F Think seriously about the site, could it cope with a
large influx of visitors and if the rarity and/or if any
other sensitive species might also be at any risk?
(i.e. breeding terns, flocks of waders feeding/roosting
and/or rare plants, etc.).
F After speaking with the landowner/farmer advise
one of the Society Recorders (see the Membership
Card/Fixture List or visit the website: www.ebws.org.
uk for their contact details), such that an informed
decision can be made before divulging the details
and location to any others such that orderly and safe
viewing can then be organised.
F In the absence of any Recorder, other experienced
birdwatchers might be able to offer good and safe
advice.
F The Society has specific arrangements in place
should a rare species be found at either of the two
county reservoirs, at Abberton and/or Hanningfield,
such that an organised ‘twitch’ can be policed with
the full co-operation of the Water Company.
F On arrival at the site park sensibility and respect
all signage showing access restrictions, do not
obstruct or block any roads, parked vehicles and/or
property entrances.
F Do not disturb any live stock and/or domestic
animals.
F Do not damage any property, crops and/or
sensitive habitats.
F Please be patient and queue orderly and quietly,
especially if the species is on private land and be
patient as viewing might be limited to give others a
chance to see the bird.
F There is often a donation ‘bucket’. If not, consider
organising a voluntary collection at the access point
to the site to support the land owner or a local and/
or wildlife charity/cause. Rare breeding birds are at
risk from persecution and egg-collectors so funds
are always welcome to help the cause. Everyone
wins.
F It is therefore important to support the appeal in
your quest to see the species, even if you fail to see
the bird!
F If you are fortunate to see the rare bird, enjoy it,
but do not let your enthusiasm overcome common
sense and rational behaviour.
F Not everyone likes to see or agrees with an
‘organised flush’ and it should never be done in
important wildlife habitats or where there are other
nesting and/or roosting birds nearby.  A ‘flush’ should
not be organised more frequently than two hour
intervals and certainly never within two hours of
sunset of after sunrise to allow the bird to feed
and rest.

6. Make all your sightings count:
F Always send in all of your sightings (i.e. for every
outing, for each site visited) to the Society’s County
Recorders.

F The County Recorders are the mainstay of
producing meaningful data from the many records
received in the UK and help to build each County’s
ornithological history in the form of annual Bird
Reports.
F For a list of the Essex Recorders refer to your
Society Membership Card/Fixture List, or visit the
website: www.ebws.org.uk or visit: www.britishbirds.
co.uk/countyrecorders if you are in another county.
F In some instances, irrespective of anyone’s ability, a
written description of the species seen is also required
in order for the sighting to be considered and/or
subsequently accepted. This is standard/normal
practise to maintain the highest ornithological
standards throughout the country. Each county
endorses these identical procedures.
F Should anyone unfortunately have a sighting
rejected for any reason, as many of us have, it is
certainly not personal and please do not be put off
submitting all future sightings.
F All data and sightings are very important to
compile the current changing trends for all species.
Without this data it makes issues difficult to identify,
along with the necessary and required conservation
measures that much more difficult to implement.
F Not only can you get involved in Essex but also
other UK wide bird monitoring schemes, such as
Breeding Birds Survey, Nest Records Survey, the
Wetlands Bird Survey, etc. For further details visit:
www.bto.org and www.rspb.org.uk
F If you birdwatch abroad, you can forward your
sightings to the BirdLife International Partner in that
country. For specific country contact details visit:
www.worldbirds.org. Your data will be important
in helping to protect sites and/or species in the
countries visited.
Having outlined the above and put the guidelines
into print of ‘The Birdwatchers Codes’ along with
recommendations and details where to access
‘The Countryside Codes’, the Society members known
to me do have good field-craft skills, they know
how to behave and are naturally considerate to
birds, habitats, to other people and respect other
people’s property.
If you are new to birdwatching we hope the above
information is of interest and helpful. By everybody
following ’The Birdwatchers Codes’; coupled with
applying that little bit of common sense and by taking
the above into consideration it will help in many ways.
We can then all enjoy seeing both rare and common
species without endangering them and/or harming
their habitat, and engage better with farmers,
landowners and the public alike.
These basic standards and ‘The Birdwatchers Codes’
should not only apply when attending a ‘twitch’ and
when visiting nature reserves, but also whenever
watching wildlife generally in the countryside both
in the UK and abroad.
Let’s all continue to enjoy our birdwatching hobby
together in a responsible and considerate fashion.
(References: BTO and RSPB)
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Bird Reports

November 2014 –April 2015

The Society wishes to thank all the members that contribute to these Reports and the members that collate
them together to give a ‘feel’ for the species that are seen throughout the different areas and habitats around
the County.
Most notes published in this section of ‘Essex Birding’ are gathered by individuals or groups of other local birders.
Some records come from logs, kept at wildlife trust and other centres. Casual birders, as well as experienced and
proficient field observers and some professional naturalists, have access to these, so logs have been carefully
checked and in some obvious cases ‘unlikely’ sightings will have been expunged at that stage. Records of some
commoner species added to logs by members of the public visiting a site may be happily accepted, but there is
still potential for errors and mistakes. Therefore, as always, the advice is read, enjoy but recognise that while
almost all news is accurate, authenticated records will appear only in the Essex Bird Report. For the Langdon Hills
& Thameside and Wat Tyler reports, Andrew Cox has used a few records from the Southend RSPB website; Graham
Mee has given permission for this.
Many thanks are expressed to all those who make the effort and report their sightings, to the diligent log
scrutinisers and not forgetting the dedicated reporters and to those birdwatchers who share their records with
them. If not done so already can you please send all your relevant records for 2015 into the Senior County
Recorder, Les Steward (les.steward@btinternet.com) or the County Recorders, Terry Jeffreys (terry.jeffreys@
btinternet.com) or Mick Tracey (micktrac@aol.com), not forgetting to use the six-column ‘Excel’ format to make
things easier to process the thousands of records received. When submitting records, please look at the Society
website or the most recent Essex Bird Report to see whether any full descriptions are required in the case of
species which are currently considered rare or vagrant in the County. Thank you.

Abberton Reservoir
November
Mid-morning on the first, there
was a juvenile Peregrine in the
field opposite Billets Farm and six
Corn Buntings were seen there.
30 Fieldfares flew over Layer
Breton causeway. Two Great
White Egrets remained at the
western end of the reservoir and
two more were present midafternoon.  A variety of raptors
included two Marsh Harriers
three Common Buzzards, four
Kestrels, a Merlin and two
Peregrines. Two Black-tailed
Godwits and three Ruff were in
Hide Bay and a Tawny Owl was
heard in woodland adjacent to
the reserve. From here two
Short-eared Owls were viewable
although distant in the late
afternoon, Three Stonechats
were there and a Kingfisher, 20
Fieldfares and two Cetti’s
Warblers were at Layer Breton
causeway. Next day two adult
Bewick’s Swan were in Peldon
Bay, a Scaup was off Abberton
Church and a Black-necked
Grebe present. The four Great
40

by David Wimpress

White Egrets remained and three
Marsh Harriers, a Peregrine, a
Water Rail, a Grey Plover, a
Knot, 16 Dunlins, 25 Ruff, seven
Common Snipe, 23 Black-tailed
Godwits, a Short-eared Owl, a
Stonechat and six Corn Buntings
were recorded. The 3rd began dry
but heavy rain followed: a
Red-throated Diver was between
the Dam and Abberton Church.
The Black-necked Grebe
remained on the 5th and by the
9th four more had appeared while
the Red-Throated Diver was still
about as was at least one
Short-eared Owl.  A
Sparrowhawk was seen
from Gwen’s Hide.  An
immature drake Red-breasted
Merganser, four Goosander,
two Great White Egrets and
Peregrine were reported. Waders
consisted of four Ringed Plovers,
25 Dunlin, 18 Ruff, eight
Black-tailed Godwits, a Curlew,
two Redshanks and two Green
Sandpipers.  A Water Rail, two
Short-eared Owls, a Kingfisher,
two Grey Wagtails, four

Stonechats, a Cetti’s Warbler
and 61 Corn Buntings were also
present.
Two Barnacle Geese and a
drake Goosander were present
on the 16th when two Great
White Egrets remained. There
were also two Marsh Harriers,
14 Dunlins, ten Ruff, seven
Common Snipe, a Woodcock,
nine Black-tailed Godwits, four
Redshanks, a Green Sandpiper, a
Kingfisher, two Grey Wagtails,
three Stonechats, a wintering
Chiffchaff and 52 Corn Buntings.

Kingfisher
(glyn evans)
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were present.  
A Rock Pipit was
on mud by Layer de
la Haye causeway
and 14 Fieldfares
got up near the
centre car park.

December
By the morning of the 23rd new
arrivals were two White-fronted
Geese, five Shelduck and a drake
Red-breasted Merganser while
there was still just a single
Goosander. 120 Great Crested
Grebe and a Slavonian Grebe
were seen.  Also present was a
Ringed Plover, 160 Dunlins, a
Ruff, 12 Black-tailed Godwit,
a Redshank, and a single
Stonechat. The 26th was misty
with poor visibility. Whitefronted Geese had increased
to six and there were now two
Goosander. Birds of prey
consisted of four Marsh Harriers,
a Common Buzzard, a Merlin and
an adult female Peregrine.
200 Golden Plovers and two
Common Snipe, a Redshank, a
wintering Greenshank, a Green
Sandpiper were among waders
seen while there were also a
Green Woodpecker, three
Stonechats, 50 Blackbirds, 35
Fieldfares, seven Song Thrushes
and 60 Redwings. Next day there
were ten Redwings by Abberton
Church and a male Peregrine was
in the field opposite Billetts Farm
and five Ruff were seen feeding in
the Lapwing flock by Later Breton
causeway where seven Common
Snipe lurked to the west on the
scrape islands. On the 28th there
were at least 150 Shoveler at
the western end, some groups
creating eddies to trap
food.  Around ten Goldeneye
were counted. The two Great
White Egrets were in Hide Bay,
the last record of this species for
the year. Four Marsh Harriers and
two Common Buzzards were
seen at Layer Breton causeway.
Four Kestrels were hunting and
200 Golden Plover field flocked
with around 500 Lapwings while
two Ruff were at Layer de la Haye
causeway. 50 Common Gulls

At 07:45 on the
morning of the 5th there were
five adult and two immature
Bewick’s Swans on fields to the
northwest of Peldon Road,
between Abberton and Peldon,
just at the back of Peldon Bay.
On the 7th seven Goosander
were present and two Marsh
Harriers and a Common Buzzard
were seen. Waders included,
34 Dunlins.  A Kingfisher was
seen as was the Rock Pipit which
remained until the 14th.  Also
remaining was the Stonechat
pair at the reserve centre and
these and a second male were
seen regularly throughout the
period. Early on the10th a Barn
Owl was hunting adjacent to
Layer Breton causeway. Wildfowl
reported on the14th included a
Smew pair a drake Red-breasted
Merganser and seven Goosander,
six of them drakes.  A Merlin,
six Ringed Plovers, 37 Dunlins,
five Ruff, two Common Snipe,
eight Black-tailed Godwits, a
Curlew, two Redshanks, two
Green Sandpipers and a
first-winter Mediterranean Gull
were also seen.

There were three Peregrines
present on the 21st when,
unusually, seven Bar-tailed
Godwits were reported. Careful
counting on the 23rd revealed the
presence of seven Shelduck,
22 Gadwall, three Pintail, circa
150 Shoveler and 64 Pochard,
three Smew, a Red-breasted
Merganser and 24 Great Crested
Grebe. 520 Golden Plovers were
among 1,000 Lapwings and
21 Dunlins, five Ruff and just a
single Common Snipe seen. 300
Common Gulls were gathering
pre-roosting with more arriving in
fading light! A Grey Wagtail and
30 Pied Wagtails were recorded
and there were 30 Linnets near
Abberton Church. Visiting early
and late on the 28th revealed
that there were four Bewick’s
Swans, three White-fronted
Goose, four Shelduck, eight
Pintail, the drake Red-breasted
Merganser, nine Goosander, a
Black-necked Grebe, three
Marsh Harriers, a Common
Buzzard, a Merlin tiercel, 35
Dunlins, seven Ruff, six Common
Snipe, two Green Sandpipers, a
Kingfisher, a Grey Wagtail, and
30 Linnets around the site.
15 Ruff were seen on the 30th.

January
Bird highlights on New Year’s Day
included nine Bewick’s Swans, a
Bittern, and a Smew, numerous
Goldeneye, a Kingfisher, a
Fieldfare flock and the reserve

Goldeneye (glyn evans)

41

Best Annual Bird Report
1992-95

1997

2000 (3rd =)

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk
Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122
1

centre’s Stonechat pair. The three
White-fronted Geese remained
and also present was a Shelduck,
a drake Red-crested Pochard, a
Smew pair, four Goosander,
three Marsh Harriers, a Common
Buzzard, a Peregrine, 59 Dunlins,
25 Ruff, eight Curlews, a
Redshank and two Green
Sandpipers. Little Egrets were
present daily throughout the
period and were at their breeding
site with Grey Herons by March,
numbering at least a dozen there
on two occasions.. Smew were
regular with up to eight, four of
these adult drakes, nearly always
at the western end of the site. On
the 2nd Shelduck had increased
to four; there were a Pintail pair,
160 Shoveler, 40 Goldeneye;
18 of them adult drakes, plus
12 Goosander, half of them
males, off Abberton Church as
well as 600 Golden Plovers,
1,100 Lapwings, 90 Dunlins,
25 Ruff, a Black-tailed Godwit,
two Redshanks and two Green
Sandpipers. On the 3rd seven
Bewick’s Swans were on fields
at the western end of the site.  
A Barn Owl and a Goldcrest were
also seen. The 4th produced
records of a Bittern, a Water Rail,
five Redshanks, two Green
Sandpipers, an adult Yellowlegged Gull, and a Kingfisher.  
A Rock Pipit was on the Layer de
La Haye causeway on the western
side, remaining until the 17th at
least.  A Grey Wagtail and two
Goldcrests were seen and the
Stonechat pair was still in the car
park area by the centre. By the
6th Bewick’s Swan numbers had
increased to nine and at least 70
Fieldfares and 13 Redwings were
in a field towards Abberton village
.A Scaup and three ‘redhead’

Garganey (derek johnston)
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Smew were present on the 9th
and by the 16th two drakes of the
latter species had arrived.
12 Egyptian Geese,
11 Common Snipe and two
Bitterns were at Layer Breton
causeway on the morning of the
17th. Ten Dunlins, two Ruff, nine
Curlews and a Redshank were
present.  A duck Scaup, two
Green Sandpipers and a Barn
Owl were seen from the visitor
centre. Next day four Shelduck,
35 Pintail, a Red-breasted
Merganser, two Goosander,
three Marsh Harriers, two
Common Buzzards, a Merlin, two
Peregrines, a Water Rail, six Ruff,
a Black-tailed Godwit, three
Curlews, a Redshank, a Barn
Owl, a Little Owl and 40 Linnets
were recorded. In the early
afternoon of the 21st there were
two Bitterns west of Layer Breton
Causeway both seen in reeds and
in flight.  A Little Owl in its usual
tree by Garlands Farm and three
Whitefronts in with the
Graylags at Layer Breton
Causeway as were three Smew.
Two Water Rails were calling
there.15 minutes later viewing
from the front of the church area
car park, revealed two Barn Owls
hunting and a Short-eared Owl
perched on fence post at the
bottom of the field. Earlier three
Goosander were off the Dam.
On the 22nd there was a report
that a Cormorant ringed by
Graham Ekins in June 1996 in the
tree-nesting colony and which
had been wintering on the north
coast of Spain at Ares since 2003
was again sighted this
month.  Antonio Gutierrez has
kindly kept Graham up to date
with sightings. The bird was now
18 years old and the longest-lived

locally ringed Cormorant extant.
This bird had not been recorded in
the U.K. since it left Abberton two
weeks after fledging. Graham
thinks it likely to been breeding in
one of the many French colonies
as he had several such past
records. It could be Spanish
breeder but Graham had no
evidence of a summer sighting
that far south.
Possible returnees on the 25th
were three White-fronted Geese
viewed on fields from footpath
between the causeways.  Also
present were 30 Pintail and the
duck Scaup. Separate drake and
duck Red-breasted Merganser
were seen from Abberton Church
and 17 Goosander reported.  
A falcon Merlin was chasing
Skylarks by Wigborough Bay,
Waders included 13 Dunlins,
20 Ruff: these in fields near Billets
Farm, six Common Snipe and a
Black-tailed Godwit, seven
Curlews, and a Redshank.
A Woodcock flew around the
reserve centre entrance road,
where there was also Barn Owl to
go with one seen earlier off
Wigborough Bay. 20 Meadow
Pipits were notable as was a Grey
Wagtail and a Bullfinch pair and
two Corn Buntings by Abberton
Church. By the 27th there were
six White-fronted Geese on site.
The month ended with 500
Lapwings, a Dunlin, 18 Ruff, a
notable 36 Common Snipe on
the scrape islands west of Layer
Breton causeway with four
Redshanks.  A Mediterranean
Gull, found by Howard Vaughan
was with 500 Common Gulls and
also seen were a Stock Dove, a
Barn Owl and 50 Fieldfares.

February
On the 5th there was a Ringed
Plover, over a thousand Golden
Plovers and 600 Lapwings, nine
Dunlins, 35 Ruff, a Redshank and
two Green Sandpipers, all on the
saturated field opposite Billets
Farm. The Slavonian Grebe was
near the visitors centre in the
afternoon. Five Tundra Bean
Geese were reported from
Wigborough Bay late morning
on the 8th and these flew off

Best Annual Bird Report
1992-95

1997

2000 (3rd =)

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk
Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122
1

towards Peldon Bay; Six Whitefronted Geese were between the
causeways. The Beans were not
seen after the 10th but the
Whitefronts were around much
of the time until the 18th.  A
Barnacle Goose, three Shelduck
were seen and there was a great
increase in Goldeneye numbers
with 120 counted. Two Redbreasted Merganser were off
Abberton Church), and 33
Goosander was the highest
number all winter and after this
there was a gradual falling away
of numbers until the last seen in
the period: a drake on April 26th.  
A Bittern was in reeds at the
western end just before dark. Four
Marsh Harriers was a site high for
the period and after this just an
adult female, an adult male and an
immature male were to be found,
except on the 14th (QV). Other
raptors included four Common
Buzzards and a Peregrine. The first
Oystercatcher of the year was
harbinger of up to five pairs
through to May. Other waders
were 19 Dunlins, 56 Ruff: an
excellent count for winter, eight
Curlews, six Redshanks and three
Green Sandpipers.  A Barn Owl
and a Grey Wagtail were seen.
There was now a Stonechat pair in
Wigborough Bay and 40 Linnets.
The Swan Goose was at its usual
haunt on the west side of the
Layer Breton causeway with the
White-fronted Geese at Layer
Breton causeway on the 9th. Here
were over 50 Wigeon and 20 or
more Goldeneye.  A Jack Snipe
was seen in flight, moving from
one island to another.  A Common
Buzzard sat on a fence post while
a Water Rail accompanied four
Moorhens on an adjacent muddy
field, More than 200 each of
Golden Plover and Lapwing,
20 Common Snipe and 30 Ruff
were on the flooded field across
from Billets Farm.  A surprise was
a wintering Common Sandpiper
near Billets Farm, More than
50 Common Gulls were counted
and there were five Stock
Doves.  A Green Woodpecker was
near the visitor centre, At least five
Skylarks were in song and this
species was omnipresent in the

Skylark (bill perkins)

reserve area for the rest of the
report period. Further passerines
included 16 Fieldfares, two
Redwings and a Mistle Thrush.  
A tame White-fronted Goose was
feeding on Layer Breton causeway
on the 13th around 30 scattered
Goldeneye were on the central
lagoon and around 300 Golden
Plovers were with Lapwings and
80 Dunlins on saturated fields. The
19 Shelduck seen was a sign that
spring was on the way and the
number of this species increased
from this date on.
The site appears to attract more
Red-breasted Merganser and five
were present on the 14th. There
were three Little Grebes, close
to150 Great Crested Grebes, a
big increase in numbers and a
period high of five Marsh Harriers;
three of them males as well as two
Common Buzzards, a Merlin, a
Water Rail, an injured Grey
Plover, around 1,500 Lapwing,
48 Dunlins, 28 Ruff, 15 Common
Snipe, three Curlews and two
Redshanks.  A notable five
Stonechats were seen plus a
Bullfinch pair. Three Water Rails
were seen at Layer Breton
causeway on the 18th with
two territorial males chasing one
another plus a female. There were
20 Common Snipe and a Grey
Wagtail there.  A male Reed
Bunting was singing. Plovers on
the south side appeared to be
field-roosting on the evening of
the 27th with an estimated total
of 500 Golden Plovers and
600 Lapwings concentrated
on two large fields.

March
A Grey Partridge pair crossed the
road to the south of Layer Breton
causeway. On the10th a drake
Red-crested Pochard was
reported from Layer Breton
causeway where a Kingfisher
was seen. Highlights on the
22nd included two or more
Chiffchaffs, two Sand Martins, a
Black Redstart, a Black-necked
Grebe, a tiercel Peregrine, ten
Common Buzzards, a Green
Sandpiper, three White-fronted
Geese, two Ruff and a Barn Owl,
as well as single Goosander and
Goldeneye: a nice mix of winter
hangers-on and early spring
arrivals. In the late afternoon two
Marsh Harriers; an immature
male and a female seen in the
field in front of Garr House Farm
flew off east, both with full crops:
then a third bird, an adult male,
was seen about a half hour later
from the Layer Breton end
flushed six Common Snipe from
the islands as it flew across
northwards.
On the 23rd a male Black
Redstart appeared below Layer de
la Haye Church where there were
17 Fieldfares and two Redwings.
Nine Chiffchaffs were seen Six
White-fronted Geese passed
through.  A Slavonian Grebe was
in Peldon Bay and a Black-necked
Grebe in Hide Bay. Five Common
Buzzards were reported. The
29th was a red-letter day.  A
drake Green-winged Teal was
found in Peldon Bay and two
Velvet Scoter were by the
entrance to Wigborough Bay.
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Four Little Ringed Plovers were
opposite Billets Farm. Other waders
consisted of five late Golden
Plovers, 21 Ruff, three Dunlins,
a Curlew, two Redshanks and a
Green Sandpiper.  An adult
Mediterranean Gull and nine
Kittiwakes were also in Peldon Bay.
Two Barn Owls were seen and the
year’s first 11 Sand Martins passed
through.  A male White Wagtail
was at the south-east end of Layer
de La Haye causeway. On the 30th
the Green-winged Teal and three
Kittiwakes remained in Peldon Bay
and three Little Ringed Plovers
were on the partially-flooded field
opposite Billets Farm.

April
On All Fools’ Day the Greenwinged Teal was seen again in
Peldon Bay; a Slavonian Grebe and
a Green Sandpiper were west of
Layer de la Haye causeway and a
Kingfisher and four Sand Martins
and six early Swallows were flying
over the central lagoon. Remaining
winterers on the 3rd included five
Goldeneye. Three Little Ringed
Plovers and three Swallows were
recorded as was a Barn Owl.  A
likely second Barn Owl was
hunting fields to the south-west of
the site on the evening of the 4th
and three Sand Martins over the
Grey Heron nesting trees nearby.

Peregrine (glyn evans)
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Four Little Ringed Plovers, two
male Wheatears and two male
Yellow Wagtails had arrived next
day and two Blackcaps were in
song. The two Velvet Scoter were
off Island Hide and remained until
the 8th. 120 Great Crested Grebe
were counted and three Slavonian
Grebes present Also of interest
were another Barn Owl, a Little
Owl, eight Sand Martins, ten
Swallows, and around 50
Meadow Pipits seen clearly
indicated numerous passage birds.
Seven Corn Buntings present
included four singing males.
On the 8th three to five Little
Ringed Plovers were on the field
opposite Billets Farm, where a
flooded area continued to attract
them, though it gradually dried
out. There also were two Meadow
Pipits.  A tardy Rock Pipit and a
late Fieldfare were seen. Singers
included a Cetti’s Warbler, five
Blackcaps and at least14
Chiffchaffs.  A Hobby flew over
Billets Farm on the 10th.  After 18
had been reported two day’s
previously there was only seven
late-staying Goldeneye, including
three pairs present on the 11th
when the heronry by Layer Breton
causeway was busy with ten adult
Grey Herons and a dozen Little
Egrets on the trees and nests. Two
Common Terns were south of the
reserve centre and ten singing
Skylarks were over the meadows
there. On the 13tth a ‘ringtail’ Hen
Harrier was seen from Layer de la
Haye causeway, Common Tern
now numbered ten and a Ringed
Plover and a Green Sandpiper
were seen. Four Egyptian Geese
were opposite Billets Farm on
the15th and a White Wagtail
and two Wheatears and a singing
Willow Warbler were seen nearby.
Next day an injured drake
Goldeneye was on the road along
Layer de la Haye causeway.  A
Red-legged Partridge pair was
seen. New were two Common
Sandpipers; one on each
causeway, Two Common
Whitethroats were near Billets
Farm and there were five
Yellowhammers north of the
western end of the site. On
the18th A Coal Tit was heard

near ‘duck’ gate where a
Nightingale was in song.  A
Garganey drake was seen at
Layer Breton causeway and there
were 30 Yellow Wagtails with as
with many Pied cousins at Billets
Farm and a late Golden Plover
and five Little Ringed Plovers
were in the field opposite.  A
Greenshank flew over both
causeways and a Hobby was
hawking over the area.
By the 19th there were only
four duck Goldeneye present.
Waders that day included seven
Little Ringed Plovers, a Common
Snipe, a Redshank, eight
Greenshanks and two Common
Sandpipers.  Also seen were two
Mediterranean Gulls, six Little
Gulls, an Arctic Tern, a Little Owl
and ten Swifts, there were seven
singing Nightingales and a Ring
Ouzel was along the hedge below
Abberton Church. Other singers
included two Cetti’s Warblers,
a Sedge Warbler, two Lesser
Whitethroats and two Corn
Buntings. On the 23rd a
Greenshank was in Wigborough
Bay, a Common Sandpiper on
Layer Breton causeway and a
Black Tern was viewed distantly
from Visitor Centre.  A Willow
Warbler was singing by Abberton
Church.  A Garganey pair was
close to the islands to the west
of Layer Breton causeway. One
Little Tern, a good bird for
Abberton, was seen, initially
roosting with other terns on the
spit to the east of Gwen’s Hide
and then feeding in front of the
pumping station.  A Peregrine
was still present on the 24th
when six Little Ringed Plovers
and four Black Terns were seen
from Layer de la Haye causeway,
a Cuckoo was calling, and there
were 16 Yellow Wagtails at
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Billetts Farm, including a
grey-backed male variant.  
At least one Arctic Tern remained
in the afternoon and two
Whimbrels were seen.
On the 26th three Wigeon,
three Common Buzzards, three
Hobbies, seven Little Ringed
Plovers, six Whimbrels,
18 Greenshanks, a Green
Sandpiper, three Common
Sandpipers, a first-summer
Mediterranean Gull, ten or more
Arctic Terns, a Cuckoo, a Barn
Owl, a Little Owl, five Swifts,
nine singing male Nightingales,
three Wheatears: two of them
males, a reeling Grasshopper
Warbler at Layer Breton
causeway, two Reed Warblers,
at least five singing male Willow
Warblers and six singing male
Corn Buntings were recorded by
Daryl Rhymes.

Next day100 Swallows were
off Layer Breton with 20 House
Martins and 15 male Yellow
Wagtails were feeding on the
causeway banks. In the morning
on the 28th Plovers three passage
Greenshanks had come in and s
ix Arctic Terns were with
Common Terns off Layer de la
Haye causeway. Six Nightingales
and two Lesser Whitethroats
were in song. That evening five
Little Ringed Plovers and a
Greenshank were seen; a male
Turtle Dove was singing at Layer
Breton causeway, where a Cuckoo
called and there were 20 Sand
Martins, around 50 Swallows and
five House Martins hawking
overhead. Of 20 Yellow Wagtails
gathering at Layer Breton only
one was a female. There were
three Yellowhammers by Billets
Farm.  A ‘ringtail’ Hen Harrier

drifted south-east from
Wigborough Bay.  A Turtle Dove
was singing at Layer Breton
causeway and three Cuckoos, a
Barn Owl, ten Yellow Wagtails,
a Greenland Wheatear, and a
singing Willow Warbler and two
Corn Buntings were also recorded
on the 30th
Your reporter and Ken Barnard
spent a challenging 20 minutes
driving a errant pen Mute Swan
along the Layer de la Haye
causeway. She was unable to take
off and quite weary when finally
persuaded to go though the gate
leading back to safety on the
western side.  As soon as she took
to the water a busking cob
approached at speed and we
feared for her. There was a happy
ending though – this bird proved
to be her mate and we left them
swimming side by side!

Foulness by Chris Lewis
Foulness passes are available for anyone willing to help with the monthly bird counts.
For more information please visit our website: http://sites.google.com/site/foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
The WeBS count on 9th produced
a Light-bellied Brent Goose on
Potton and a fine selection of
raptors: three Marsh Harriers,
one Hen Harrier, four
Sparrowhawk, five Buzzards,
12 Kestrels, two Peregrine, two
Merlin and well as all the usual

wildfowl and waders. Notable
counts were made of 1794
Black-tailed Godwit, 23
Stonechat and 50 Magpie – in
each case the 2nd highest count
on record for the Foulness area.
On the same day a Snow Bunting
was seen at Wakering Stairs.

Three Hen Harriers came to roost
on 29th.
A Great White Egret was on
Foulness on 7th along with
114 Little Egrets in the Foulness
area.  Also seen that day were:
two Barn Owl, three Short-eared
Owl, 19 Stonechat, 321 Fieldfare
and a Chiffchaff. A Black
Brant was at Fishermans
Head on 21st
A Long-tailed Duck was
reported by a Foulness resident
on 9th. The Great White Egret
was seen again on 17th and the
only White-fronted Geese of the
winter were seen the same day
and only two of them. On the
WeBS count on the 18th we saw:
three Light-bellied Brent Geese
and a Black Brant amongst 7134
Dark-bellied Brent Geese; peak
counts for the winter of 1252
Wigeon and 2114 Teal; six
Common Scoter, 55 Redthroated Diver; new record high
counts for Foulness of Buzzard
Ring Ouzel (richard allen)
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and Peregrine – seven of
each; three Marsh
Harriers, four Hen
Harriers, 17 Kestrel, two
Merlin and five
Kingfisher.
One Black Brant and
two Light-bellied Brent
Geese were found on
Potton on 8th,
constituting the 25th
record of Black Brant for
the Foulness area.  Also
seen from Potton on 8th
were five Goldeneye
– the first record for the
Foulness area since 2008.
On the WeBS count on
8th two Black Brant and
one Pale-bellied Brent
Goose were found on Potton
with 11729 Dark-bellied Brent
Geese in the Foulness area; two
Barnacle Geese joined the
Canada Goose flocks; as in recent
years the Aythya ducks arrived in
the Foulness area late in the

Little Egret (george brown)

winter season with 62 Pochard
and 28 Tufted Duck appearing
this month; the Great White
Egret was seen again on Potton;
winter raptors continued to be

present in numbers –
four Marsh Harrier,
five Hen Harrier, seven
Buzzard, 21 Kestrel,
two Merlin and two
Peregrine
Sustained easterly
winds brought promise
of some good migrants
this month. The count
on 17th produced
eight Whimbrel, three
Green Sandpiper, a
Spotted Redshank
(which had been
present over-winter),
five Greenshank, two
Short-eared Owls, two
Mediterranean Gulls,
five Cuckoos, two
Yellow Wagtails, two Wheatear,
a Ring Ouzel and a Wryneck.
Two Nightingale were singing
at Wakering Stairs on 25th and
a male Redstart and another
Ring Ouzel were seen on
Foulness on 26th.

Hanningfield Reservoir by David Acfield
November
As the leaves fell exposing them
to view so the Barn Owls left their
regular tree. With water levels still
falling, up to six Ruff, 11 Green
Sandpipers and over 60 Blacktailed Godwits as well as three
Little Egrets continued to find the
feeding to their liking.  A Dunlin
joined them on the 1st with up
to 23 present over the next few
weeks and a Marsh Harrier was
soaring over the lagoons; two
were seen on the 6th and another
on the 13th. Four drake Redcrested Pochards were still
present on the 2nd whilst, on the
4th, six Ringed Plovers put in a
very brief appearance, a Common
Sandpiper was still present on the
West Bank and the North Lagoon
Cetti’s Warbler was still vocal.  
A Redshank was opposite the
Fishing Lodge on the 7th with two
on the 9th which stayed for a few
days, a couple of Yellow-legged
Gulls were still regularly reported
there and a drake Mandarin was
46

off the causeway. Bearded Tits
were still present on the North
Lagoon with at least six on the
9th and small numbers were
regularly seen or heard over the
next few months. The winter’s
first, and only, Caspian Gull, an
adult, was seen from the
Causeway on the 13th and the
first Goosander was outside the
Rawl Hide on the 16th.

December
Water levels rose rapidly and by
the beginning of the month the
only waders left were up to six
Green Sandpipers on the West
Bank and up to three Ruff from
the hides in mid-month ; another
was on the Causeway field on the
31st. The male Marsh Harrier was
present during the first week and
was seen interacting with the
female on the 7th and then
regularly throughout the period
under review.  Additional males
joined the pair on the 13th and
14th. Goosander numbers

continued to rise with 17 on the
8th; whilst a few were present
during the day, most continued to
use the reservoir as a roosting
place, arriving late and often
leaving almost at first light.  A
Brent Goose flew through on the
14th and a Slavonian Grebe was
seen from the Rawl hide on the
16th. Two Egyptian Geese were
regular visitors at this time and
they were joined by another five
on the 27th. Two Dunlin flew past
Point Hide on the 28th when a
Chiffchaff was amongst the
Chaffinch flock on the Island.  
A Water Rail showed well on the
North Lagoon on the 30th and
two Common Snipe were on the
Grazing Meadow.

January
There was little change and
little of note during January.
Goosanders were ever present
and numbers peaked at 21 on the
11th whilst the pair of Marsh
Harriers, the seven Egyptian
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Geese, up to seven Green
Sandpipers and at least 20
Bearded Tits were regularly
recorded. Both Barn Owl
and Kingfisher were seen at
Crowsheath on the 13th and the
Chiffchaff was still present on the
Island on the 17th. Woodcock
were scarce this winter but a few
were seen during the last week
when five Red Deer reappeared
after a lengthy absence; small
numbers were reported
subsequently.  At least one
additional Marsh Harrier, a
juvenile, was present on the 25th.

February
A Great Black-backed Gull in
Fishing Lodge Bay on the 3rd
had been ringed as a pullus at
Stavangar, Norway in July 2010.  
A rare sunny day on the 8th
encouraged six Common Buzzards
to soar and there was a sizeable
party of Redwings and Fieldfares
on the Meadow.  A Grey Wagtail
and one Green Sandpiper were
still on the West Bank and
Goosander numbers reached 24.
The same day saw the arrival of
six Barnacle Geese, a week later
than 2014 and the fourth
consecutive winter that between
five and 11 have frequented the
reservoir. They were to stay until
the first week of March, an earlier
departure than in previous years.
Two Chiffchaffs were found
together on the West Bank on

the 10th, one of which showed
characteristics of the Siberian
subspecies tristis but it declined
to call. Both were present, though
elusive, into March.  A first winter
Yellow- legged Gull was off the
Causeway on the 11th and
40 Golden Plover circled the
Reservoir on the 15th before flying
out east.  A Peregrine was sparring
with the Harriers on the 17th and
was seen on a couple of occasions
during the month. Water Rails
were regularly heard but one gave
good views on the North Lagoon
on the 18th and three Redcrested Pochard reappeared there;
numbers decline rapidly from
about September and they then
tend to be very scarce until they
start moving back in early spring.
The Marsh Harriers continued
to hold territory and at least
two additional birds were seen
during the month. Red-crested
Pochard numbers had increased
to at least seven by the 22nd when
a Grey Wagtail was outside the
Rawl Hide.

March
A Cetti’s Warbler was singing
from the top of the South Lagoon
on the 4th and stayed there until
the end of the period under review.
The new reed beds attracted seven
Common Snipe on the 8th by
which time the water levels had
finally risen enough to create the
Island and three Oystercatchers

Blackcap (richard allen)

reappeared after a winter’s
absence; the pair subsequently
showed every intention of
breeding there again. The
following morning a Peregrine
was hunting, a Kingfisher was on
the North lagoon and a Dunlin
was feeding on the island. The
Peregrine, a juvenile, was seen
regularly during the month.
Common Buzzards were out in
force on the 10th and 13th with
eight birds soaring over different
parts of the reservoir.  An
intermediate White/Pied Wagtail
was on the Fishing Lodge field
on the 11th and two pairs of
Oystercatchers were engaging in
territorial disputes the next day.
The first singing Chiffchaff was
near the Fishing Lodge on the
12th and easterly winds midmonth produced a Brent Goose
and a Black-necked Grebe on the
13th and two Garganey on the
14th. Two Ruff and a Redshank
dropped in briefly in wet, misty
weather on the 17th by which
time there were five singing
Chiffchaffs on the West Bank and
a Dunlin did the same the next
morning. Common Snipe were
enjoying the remaining mud near
Point Hide with a highest count
of eight on the 20th. The first five
Sand Martins arrived the same
day as well as two Common
Scoter and three Red-breasted
Mergansers paid a brief visit on
the 21st.The Marsh Harriers were
now carrying nesting material and
they were occasionally joined by
others with two additional birds
present for a few days from the
21st. The first Swallow was near
the Centre on the 22nd (but there
appear to have been no other
sightings of hirundines during the
month) and a couple of White
Wagtails were reported on the
Island. The first Little Ringed
Plover landed there the next
morning and a Jack Snipe was
flushed on the North Lagoon.
Fourteen Red-crested Pochard
were counted on the 28th with
pairs prospecting both the North
Lagoon and the Island and a Barn
Owl was seen early morning
quartering the fields at South
Hanningfield.
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April
Interesting raptor reports during
the first week included Red Kite
and Goshawk and, on a day when
there was a significant movement
of Common Buzzards through
the county, nine were counted on
the morning of the 5th, five of
which appeared to be migrating
birds.  Also on the 5th a couple
of Blackcaps were singing and
a Little Ringed Plover flew
through. One or two Little Egrets
were regular visitors to the
Lagoons during the month as
were a couple of Green
Sandpipers and Red-crested
Pochards continued to frequent
the Island with 18 counted there
on the 6th, the majority being
drakes. The following day a White
Wagtail was on the Fishing Lodge
field and a Black-necked Grebe
was asleep in the reeds on the
North Lagoon. It was there again
on the12th and two were
reported from the causeway on
the 8th.  A Cuckoo was heard
from the Point Hide on the10th
and a second summer
Mediterranean Gull and two
Arctic Terns joined the hundreds

of Back-headed Gulls briefly the
next day.  A Willow Warbler was
singing on the 12th, a Reed
Warbler arrived between the
lagoons on the 15th and a
Common Sandpiper was on the
West Bank the next morning.
Summer visitors continued to
trickle in with Common Tern,
Common Whitethroat, Garden
Warbler, Common Swift and
House Martin all recorded on the
17th. The juvenile Peregrine put
in a brief appearance on the
18th and the next day the WeBS
counters found a pair of Grey
Wagtails on the North Dam and
no less than 38 Red-crested
Pochards. Greenshank and
Yellow Wagtail were both new
on the 22nd and cloudier weather
the following day produced
30 Common, three Little and two
Black Terns, two Greenshank,
two Little Ringed Plovers
displaying on the Island, three
Bar-tailed Godwits and a
Redshank. The 24th saw the
resident pair of Oystercatchers
see off an intruding couple, the
newly arrived Little Ringed
Plovers did the same with a
hopeful male and a Nightingale

Short-eared Owl (George Brown)

was singing at Crowsheath.
The Oystercatchers and the
Plovers both staged a repeat
performance on the 29th. Seven
Arctic Terns on the 25th were
part of a significant movement
through the region and a couple
remained the next day when
single Redshank, Dunlin and
Common Sandpiper were on the
Island, a Hobby flew through and
a Nightingale was heard near the
North Lagoon.

Langdon Hills and
Thameside Nature Park by Andrew Cox
November
The month on Langdon Hills
started with at least 15 Redwings
and 55 Fieldfares (groups of 15
and 40); along with two Song
Thrush, three Mistle Thrush, two+
Nuthatch, two Treecreeper and 3
Bullfinch.  Also noted were
Sparrowhawk, Green
Woodpecker, Great-spotted
Woodpecker, Stock Dove,
Goldcrest, Coal Tit, Long-tailed
Tit and Goldfinch. Next day there
was a Kestrel, four Goldcrest and
20 Long-tailed Tits.
Tawny Owl and Buzzard were
recorded on the 5th as were seven
Bullfinch: three from the Dunton
Plotlands and four from Willow
Park. Four Crossbills flew over the
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former. Tawny Owl and Buzzard
were reported again two days
later, with a Sparrowhawk in
addition; Kestrel and Kingfisher
were seen next day.
On the 15th there were three
Green Woodpeckers, Nuthatch,
five+ Redwings, Song Thrush,
Mistle Thrush, at least two
Goldcrests, seven+ Goldfinch and
four Bullfinch.
Down at Thameside on the 1st
there were eight Brent Geese,
Kestrel, Kingfisher, two Water
Rails and 30 Corn Buntings. 20
Brent Geese were here on the 4th
as were a female Marsh Harrier,
Short-eared Owl, two Water
Rails and a Red Admiral
butterfly.  A Short-eared Owl was

seen again on the 14th while a
Dartford Warbler was found here
on the 18th, with at least two
Stonechats. Remarkably, next day,
there were two Dartford
Warblers; these stayed and were
frequently seen until the month’s
end.
Back on Langdon Hills Peregrine,
Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and Tawny
Owl all featured on the 21st, with
20+ Redwings, 17 Goldfinch and
four Bullfinch on the 22nd. Next
day a Kingfisher appeared again
at Dunton Lake; five+ Fieldfare, a
flock of 20+ Blue Tits, six+
Chaffinch and two Bullfinch were
also present.  A Red Admiral was
noted on the wing at Laindon
West on a very sunny 29th; next
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day there was fog and 72
Black-headed Gulls and at least
ten Common Gulls haunted the
recreation ground adjoining
Lincewood with 17 Mallards being
counted on Dunton Pond.
During the latter days of the
month, apart from the already
mentioned Dartford Warblers,
Thameside held 183 Teal, nine
Red-breasted Mergansers,
Common Scoter, Kestrel, 35
Curlew, 25 Common Redshank,
840 Dunlin, six Avocet, 40
Black-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel,
Grey Plover, Turnstone, Arctic
Skua, Mediterranean Gull and
eight Stonechats on the 21st.
Next day eight Red-breasted
Mergansers were counted along
with four Eider and eight Pintail;
waders included 39 Common
Redshank, 50+ Curlew, 1000
Dunlin and 200+ Avocets.
Peregrine and two Pomarine
Skuas were also notable.
On the 26th 300 Avocet and
400 Black-tailed Godwit were
counted in addition to 100
Curlew, 40 Common Redshank,
five Pintail, 31 Meadow Pipits
and three Stonechats. 40
Meadow Pipits were counted on
the 28th, with two Arctic Skuas
and a Pomarine Skua along the
river. The 29th saw counts of
500+ Avocets and 200+
Black-tailed Godwits.

December
Counts at Thameside Nature Park
on the 2nd included 660 Avocet,
1200 Black-tailed Godwit,
2500+ Dunlin, 364 Teal and two
Pintails. Next day there were
100+ Curlew, 200 Avocet and
300 Dunlin with a Common
Buzzard and an Arctic Skua were
also noted.
Barn Owl and Goldeneye were
reported on the 4th, when the
two Dartford Warblers present in
November were also seen again.
These last appeared next day and
also on the 6th; on this last date
a male Marsh Harrier, two
Kestrels, and a Common Buzzard
also featured. Waders included 46
Curlew, 50+ Common Redshank
and 27 Knot while other species
noted were two Green

Dartford Warbler (david cornwell)

Woodpecker, eight Skylark,
18 Redwings, two Fieldfares,
25 Linnet, six Stonechat and two
Reed Buntings.
A Dartford Warbler showed
again on the 9th when a Pomarine
Skua was also seen, while a Little
Owl showed on the 11th; next day
there were 29 Ringed Plover, 300
+ Dunlin and two Pintails.
Treecreeper, Bullfinch and
Woodcock were reported from
Langdon Hills on the 12th; next
day there were four Green
Woodpeckers, five Great-spotted
Woodpeckers and a Lesserspotted Woodpecker in addition
to at least two Nuthatch,
Treecreeper, 18 Goldfinches and
six-seven Goldcrest. 15 common
gulls searched for grubs on the
playing fields at Great Berry.
A Kestrel made a welcome
sighting on the 18th, with
Sparrowhawk, Common Buzzard
and Tawny Owl all being reported
as well. Nuthatch, Bullfinch and
at least seven Long-tail Tits were
also seen. Kestrel was seen again
on the 21st as were 12 Goldfinch;
Great-spotted Woodpecker and
Mistle Thrush were heard
drumming and singing
respectively.
Christmas Day brought 16
Goldfinches, ten+ Chaffinches
and a Sparrowhawk. Two days
later there was a Common
Buzzard searching for worms
in Willow Park, four Green
Woodpeckers, 12+ Long-tailed
Tits, at least nine Goldfinches
(possibly 18) and three
Bullfinches. Meadow Pipit,
Redwing and Goldcrest were
also recorded.

Back at Thameside, on the 14th,
there were 1055 Black-tailed
Godwits, 680 Dunlin, 165 Avocet
and a Stonechat. Next day 226
Teal and 1840 Black-headed
Gulls were counted. Two
Stonechats, male and female,
were seen on the 16th while a
male Black Redstart was located
close to the visitor centre on the
17th, with two Barn Owls and a
Little Owl reported. The Black
Redstart was still present on the
19th. Late in the month, on the
29th, Peregrine, Common
Buzzard, 76 Ringed Plover and
656 Avocets were seen.

January
Finches featured early in the
month, with a Bullfinch noted
from Langdon Hills while my
garden in Laindon West held
18 Chaffinch, 12+ Greenfinch
and five Goldfinch. I get through
prodigious quantities of sunflower
hearts.
A Red Kite was notable from
Langdon Hills on the 6th, with a
Kestrel seen on the 9th and again
next day when two Nuthatches
and a Treecreeper were seen in
Hall Wood.  Already the sunny but
breezy weather had tempted the
Nuthatches into their spring song.
Bluebell leaves were already
spearing up through the woodland
floor. Back at Hall Wood on the
11th, an adult Peregrine graced
the skies above while the Westley
Heights area generally held a
Lesser-spotted Woodpecker in
addition to the commoner Green
and Great-spotted, six Goldcrest,
four Nuthatch, three Treecreeper,
Coal Tit and seven Lesser
Redpolls. These last fed tamely
in a birch tree and included a
couple of rosy-breasted males.
Five Tawny Owls and a
Kingfisher were reported on
the 14th; two days later a
Sparrowhawk appeared close
to the Dunton pond where 20
Mallard and 60 Black-headed
Gulls were counted. Other birds
noted on this date included six
Fieldfares, two Mistle Thrushes,
eight Long-tailed Tits, 20+
Chaffinch, 12+ Greenfinch
and two Bullfinch.
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A Little Egret was of interest
on the 23rd while the 30th saw
Buzzard, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel
and Kingfisher reported.
Down at Thameside Nature
Park on the 1st were 60 Wigeon,
20 Black-tail Godwits and a
Stonechat. The last named
featured throughout the month
with three on the 24th the
highest number.
The Black Redstart from
December was seen again on the
3rd as were nine Brent Geese,
Kittiwake, Little Owl and 150
Dunlin. Next day Dunlin has
increased to 2800; 268 Avocet
and 320 Black-tail Godwit were
in addition. Eleven Pintails on
the 7th, Marsh Harrier on the
8th and five Snipe on the 9th
provided further records.  A
Firecrest was reported from
Stanford Warren on the 10th.
On the 11th there were
sightings of Peregrine, Kittiwake,
Sanderling and Black-throated
Diver. Counts of more regular
waders included 356 Avocet, 350
Black-tailed Godwit and 1500
Dunlin. 14 Grey Plovers and 210
Turnstones were reported on
the 14th, with Marsh Harrier,
Peregrine, two Kestrels, 465 Teal,
189 Common Redshank and 172
Black-tail Godwits on the
19th.  A Mediterranean Gull was
seen on the 20th, as were two
Kittiwake and a Peregrine.
A Kingfisher on the 23rd was
joined by Sparrowhawk, Marsh
Harrier, Barn Owl and an obliging
Merlin, which perched on a fence
post adjacent to the entrance
track. Marsh Harrier (an
immature male) and Hen Harrier
(ringtail) were also seen next day
while 500 Black-tail Godwits
and 300 Avocets gathered on the
mudflats and a couple of Reed
Buntings haunted the scrub.
Eighteen Meadow Pipits were
here on the 25th, with 302 Teal
counted.  A Chiffchaff was
recorded on the 26th as were 200
Teal, 400 Avocet, 1000 Dunlin,
16 Grey Plover, 30 Wigeon and a
Kingfisher. Peregrine, Kestrel
and Mediterranean Gull were
seen on the last day on the
month.
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February
A Bullfinch was noted from
Langdon Hills on the 15th; next
day the songs of Dunnocks and
Great Tits sounded a kind of
vanguard for the approach of
spring. Song Thrush and
Long-tail Tit were also seen while
Redwings provided a reminder
that winter was still very much
with us. Buzzard and Woodcock
were reported on the 6th while
six House Sparrows at Laindon
West was the highest winter
total for some years.
A Water Rail was reported from
Thameside Nature Park on the
2nd, with Snipe and Kestrel on
the 4th, a Yellowhammer on the
5th, Marsh Harrier and Peregrine
on the 6th. Two days later a
Ring-necked Parakeet, still quite
scarce in this part of the county,
was in addition to two Buzzards,
Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and
Peregrine. Small birds included
Rock Pipit, Reed Bunting and
three Stonechats. Most notable
was a Bittern, putting in an
appearance at Heronry Shaw,
part of the old gravel pits opened
at the end of last year. Wader
counts on the 9th comprised 404
Black-tail Godwit, 403 Avocet
and 19 Grey Plover. Further
sightings from mid-month
included Little Owl on the
10th, Kingfisher on the 11th,
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel on
the 12th.
16 Magpies gathered in trees
to the rear of my garden on the
9th was a notable total; 15-20
Greenfinches depleted my
sunflower hearts and wallet
simultaneously. Next day six
Goldfinches did much the same.
Don’t mind, though.
Reports from Langdon Hills on
the 13th comprised Sparrowhawk, Tawny Owl, Woodcock,
Kingfisher, Treecreeper and
Brambling.  A Buzzard was seen
next day.
Sparrowhawk on the 15th was
in addition to two each of Green
and Great-spotted Woodpecker,
60 Fieldfares NE over Lincewood,
four Bullfinches (two males and
two females) also in Lincewood
and 15 Goldfinches.

Greenfinches added their wheezy
notes to the early singers.
A Woodcock featured on the
20th; next day there was a
Buzzard, five Green Woodpeckers,
seven Great-spotted
Woodpeckers, three Mistle
Thrush, nine Song Thrush (all
singing), ten+ Long-tail Tits, three
Nuthatch, a Treecreeper, ten+
Chaffinches and three each of
Goldfinch and Greenfinch.
Back at Thameside on the 18th,
records included 700 Avocet, 500
Dunlin, Kestrel and Kingfisher.  
A Short-eared Owl was reported
on the 21st, when 286 Teal and
21 Curlews were counted. The
following day Teal numbered 300,
Black-tailed Godwit 833.
One thousand Avocets thronged
the mudflats on the 25th, being
joined by 200 Common
Redshank. Elsewhere around the
Nature Park, Kestrel and Little
Owl were of interest as was a
Lesser-spotted Woodpecker.
Two days later Avocets numbered
1330 and vied for space with 1696
Black-tailed Godwits and 400
Dunlins. Peregrine and Marsh
Harrier were recorded.

March
Thameside on the 1st held 700
Dunlin and 1080 Black-headed
Gulls. Pintail was notable among
the wildfowl. Counts of these on
the 6th saw 270 Teal and 161
Wigeon present; other birds here
on this date included 117
Common Redshank, 30 Curlew,
275 Avocet, a Peregrine and a
Stonechat. Stonechat was also
recorded next day, along with
Marsh Harrier, Water Rail and
a small tortoiseshell.  A Tree
Sparrow was notable on the 8th,
when waders present included
600 Black-tailed Godwits and
300+ Dunlins.
Waders are not usually such a
feature on Langdon Hills, so a
Snipe in flight over arable fields
between Lincewood and the
Plotlands was of interest on the
7th. More typical species on this
date comprised one or two
Buzzards, Sparrowhawk, four
Green Woodpeckers, Nuthatch,
ten Goldfinches, three Mistle
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Thrush and at least three
Bullfinches.  A pair of Stock
Doves appeared to be
prospecting a suitable sized hole
in an ash tree; it was already
occupied by honey bees.
Continuing in the insect vein, a
red admiral was noted from
Laindon West.  Another of these
spectacular butterflies was active
next day, at Dunton Plotlands;
two Buzzards, Red Kite and at
least four Goldfinches were also
seen.
Back down at Thameside on the
10th, Black-tailed Godwits
numbered 2000+. Next day 1000
Avocets were counted in addition
to Kingfisher, two Stonechats, a
Lesser-spotted Woodpecker,
Marsh Harrier and Common
Scoter. The last named also
featured on the 12th, with six
Cettis Warblers on the 13th.
Species seen on the 15th included
1600 Black-tail Godwit, 600
Black-headed Gulls and 590
Teal, Peregrine, 109 Common
Redshank and 39 Curlews.
Seventy Wigeon, 23 Shovelers
and a ring-tail Hen Harrier were
seen on the 20th. Wildfowl on
the 21st included 330 Teal and
80 Wigeon; 465 Teal were
counted next day. Recorded on
the 27th were two Water Rail, a
Common Sandpiper, 30 Great
Tits, 15 Blue Tits, a Bearded Tit
and two Yellowhammers.
Black-tailed Godwit numbers
had dropped to 850 by the 29th.
Buzzards were reported from
Langdon Hills on the 10th and
11th, with, on the latter date,
Sparrowhawk, 13 Song Thrushes
(including ten males) and eight
Bullfinches (six males and two

Black Redstart (david cornwell)

females). The 15th saw a Kestrel
from the Dunton Plotlands while
six Goldfinches at nyger seed in
my back garden at Laindon
West.  At least eight Goldfinches
graced Langdon Hills on the 20th
where, next day, Sparrowhawk,
Buzzard, four Green Wood
peckers, two Nuthatches,
Treecreeper and three
Bullfinches featured.

April
Common Redshank and Dunlin
numbered over 100 of each on
the 1st at Thameside, with 600
Black-tailed Godwits also
counted. On the 5th there were
145 Avocets and 40 Curlew, two
Kestrels, a Buzzard and a Little
Owl.  A Sandwich Tern flew past
the hide at close range, heading
down river, while my first
Swallow of Spring passed over
Standford Warren. Other
passerines noted in the area
included Skylark, Meadow Pipit,
Linnet, Goldfinch and
Greenfinch.
A female Black Redstart was
found close to the visitor centre
on the 9th. Next day there were
317 Teal, 77 Common Redshank
and a Peregrine. 2000 plus
Black-tailed Godwits thronged
the mudflats on the 11th.
Up on Langdon Hills at the
beginning of the month were two
Sparrowhawks, four Greenfinch
and six Goldfinch on the 3rd
while the 6th saw Sparrowhawk
and Buzzard in addition to 12
Green Woodpeckers, five plus
Great-spotted Woodpeckers,
Nuthatch, Goldcrest, three
Mistle Thrush, three or four Coal
Tits and four Goldfinch.  At least
two brimstone and four Peacock
butterflies were also noted. Two
Common Buzzards drifted over
Laindon West that afternoon.
The 11th saw much of interest
with Sparrowhawk, seven or
eight Green Woodpeckers, four
plus Great-spotted
Woodpeckers, Stock Doves,
Mistle Thrush, many Chiffchaffs
and Blackcaps, singing Goldcrest
and Coal Tit, four Nuthatch and
five plus Long-tail Tits. In the
afternoon the Dunton Plotlands/

Lincewood area boasted a Red
Kite, Common Buzzard, three
Sparrowhawks (mobbing the
kite), Kestrel, three Green
Woodpeckers, two Mistle
Thrushes and a Bullfinch.
Butterflies comprised Peacock,
Small Tortoiseshell, Comma,
Red Admiral and Speckled Wood.
Large White, Small White and
Brimstone featured next day with
eight Long-tail Tits, four plus
Greenfinch, six plus Goldfinch
and three Bullfinch.
Back at Thameside, mid-month
brought four Whimbrel and
27 Linnet on the 14th, 127
Common Redshank on the 15th
and 13 Common Terns on the
17th. Next day three Cuckoos
(two males and a female)
were joined by at least five
Nightingales; other sightings
included five Dunlin, Barn Owl,
Marsh Harrier, Grasshopper
Warbler and Wheatear.
Two Short-ear Owls were
notable on the 21st while on the
22nd four Bar-tailed Godwits,
Whimbrel and Greenshank lent
northern flavour. Five Whimbrel
and a Greenshank on the 24th
were in addition to 748 Blacktailed Godwits and two
Common Terns. Greenshank
featured again on the 25th with
six Whimbrel and 20 Dunlin.
Orange Tip and Red Admiral
were butterflies recorded from
Langdon Hills on the 16th.
Orange Tip featured again on the
18th when a Common Redstart
was reported from the Dunton
Lake area; elsewhere five Green
Woodpeckers, Lesser- spotted
Woodpecker, three Nuthatch
and three Coal Tits were noted.
The 19th saw six Common
Buzzards over the Dunton Lakes
and Meadows, with five Common
Whitethroats and a Lesser
Whitethroat. The 24th brought
Tawny Owl, Willow Warbler,
Linnet and Bullfinch. On the last
day of the month there were six
Green Woodpeckers, Lesserspotted Woodpecker and three
Nuthatch; at least six Swallows
skimmed the grass at Westley
Heights. Two Common Buzzards
again flew over Laindon West.
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Mersea Island

by Steve Entwistle

November

December

On the 1st at Cudmore Grove
Country Park, seen from the hide
overlooking the pond, a Little Owl
and a calling Cetti’s Warbler, there
were two pairs in the summer, it or
them stayed all month. Nearby on
Coopers beach a Stonechat. On
the 2nd 800 Wigeon, 400 Teal, 800
Golden Plover and a pair of
Stonechat at the park.  A Barn Owl
at the park on the 3rd was the first
report for a couple of months there.
The regular Little Owl still at the
youth camp on the 4th, also that
day off Stonepoint East Mersea a
Pale-bellied Brent and a Harbour
Porpoise. Nearby at Reeves Hall a
Spotted Redshank and a Water
Rail, the first Harrier roost count
from Shop Lane overlooking
Langenhoe for November had no
Hen Harriers but 19 Marsh
Harrier came to roost.
A Red-throated Diver, 30
Sanderling and a pair of Stonechat
at the park seen on the 6th. The 7th
a Black Brant along the Strood,
where it was seen off dabchick’s
sailing club throughout the month.
The introduced Red Squirrel’s are
still doing fine with one along Firs
Chase on the 9th, but still very hard
to see with possibly 20 plus now
about.
A Purple Sandpiper off Stone
point on the 12th, a Common
Scoter seen from Victoria
esplanade on the 16th. The big
news was of 40 Long-finned Pilot
Whales found by a fisherman
off-shore on the 18th and they
stayed around until 20th, mainly off
the park (Colne Point area).
A Gannet and five Eider flew in
the Colne on the 19th and a Black
Redstart at Cooper beach the same
day. The next day a Great White
Egret (fly over), Grey Wagtail,
Kingfisher and Merlin at Cooper
beach.  A Guillemot off Cooper on
the 21st and again off West Mersea
on the 25th, also a Velvet Scoter
off West Mersea the same day. The
month ended with a Peregrine
at Stonepoint on the 29th.

The Black Brant stayed around the
hard all month, seen from the car
park at the Hammer Head pier, also
a Shag there. Also on the 1st a
Pintail, Mediterranean Gull and
Lesser Redpoll at the park.  A
Red-throated Diver off the park on
the 5th, three Whooper Swans
seen from the seawall in a field the
far side of the Strood channel in
Peldon direction, they were still
there the next day, the first since
1/1/2002 in our area.
Two Water Rails seen throughout
the month from the park pond hide
with plenty of patience needed. The
Web count along the Pye Fleet on
the 8th recorded three Kingfishers,
two Stonechat, Buzzard,
Goldeneye, seven Sanderling and
a Green Sandpiper. Three
Slavonian Grebes, 26 Redbreasted Mergansers and 30
Great-crested Grebes off the park
on the 13th.
Maydays farm not short for
Yellowhammer’s also had 20 Corn
Buntings and 20plus Reed
Buntings on the 16th. Off the park
on the 17th 1000 Knot recorded,
17 Marsh Harrier came to roost on
the 21st at Langenhoe.  At Maydays
on the 26th an Egyptian Goose
and a White-fronted Goose were
in with the Brent Geese.  At last a
ringtail Hen Harrier on the 26th off
the Point.  A Jack Snipe found on
the golfhouse pools on the 29th
and 30th.

Shag (steve grimwade)
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January
The year started with a Peregrine
and Goldeneye off Langenhoe
Point, Kingfisher at Ivy Dock and
Stonechat at the Park. The Jack
Snipe was still around the
golfhouse pools throughout the
month but only seen if flushed,
which was done a couple of times.
The Pale-bellied
Brent near the point
on the 4th, a Red
Kite flew over the Strood
channel on the 5th also
three Stonechat seen
there.  A Green Sandpiper
at Mayday on the 6th,

a Great Northern Diver on the
9th and 18th.
One of two Shags still seen
around the boats at the hard all
month, also the Black Brant
showed in that area all month.
Two pairs of Pintail, five Common
Buzzards in the Maydays area on
the 19th, also a Spotted Redshank
off East Mersea point that day.
Slavonian Grebes off Cooper
beach on the 20th, three Goldcrest
at Shop Lane on the 23rd,
Chiffchaff at Cross Lane on the
24th and the month ended with a
pair of Bullfinch at Gyants Marsh
on the 27th.

February
On the 1st three Red-throated
Divers, two Slavonian Grebes and
a Shag off West Mersea sea front.  
A Spotted Redshank and two
Buzzard seen at Maydays. The next
day a Great Northern Diver off
West Mersea, the 4th a Peregrine at
the park, Little Owls and Cetti’s
Warbler still there at Park pond all
month.
A Common Scoter and two
Red-throated Divers off Seaview
on the 5th, on the 8th 300
Great-crested Grebes, 22
Red-breasted Merganser and
11 Slavonian Grebes seen, with
eight Slavonian Grebes on the
10th along with 450 Great-crested
Grebes.
A ringtail Hen Harrier at Maydays
on the 8th, 17th and 18th. On the
10th the first House Sparrow for
the park for 15 plus years.  A Water
Rail on the flooded field at the park
the next day.  A pair of Grey-legged
Partridge at Maydays on the 14th

Black Brant (steve grimwade)
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were there until the month end
(both Partridges are a hard year
tick for Mersea with very few)
At the Langenhoe roost 13 Marsh
Harriers on the 15th and also one
Merlin. The first Adder out of
hibernation on the 27th at the Park.
The month ended with a leucistic
Starling at Reeves Hall on the 28th.

March
On the 1st two Black Brant in with
1500 Brent Geese and nearby 100
Knot and a Stonechat along the
Strood channel. Two Grey-legged
Partridge and a Buzzard at
Maydays, and the pied Blackbird
returned to Firs Chase for the
breeding season.
Two Red-legged Partridge
started showing now and again in
the field behind the park house.  
A Siskin and a male Pochard at

the park on the 8th, a ringtail Hen
Harrier and eight Marsh Harrier
came to roost at Langenhoe on the
10th.  A male Goldeneye along
the Pye Fleet and nearby at the
park two Red-throated Diver and
eight Slavonian Grebes seen the
same day.
A Firecrest and Goldcrest at
the park on the 11th and 20th.  
A Short-eared Owl over on
Langenhoe on the 15th, the first
record this year for the Mersea
gang. On the 22nd at Reeves Hall
a Jack Snipe and a ringtail Hen
Harrier. Pale-bellied Brent at
the park and also a changing
colour Slavonian Grebe and
two Common Scoter off
Coopers beach.
The month ended with a Green
Sandpiper at Coopers on the
30th and 31st.

April
Two Chiffchaff singing at the park
on the 1st and also a Peacock
butterfly at Maydays. Blackcaps
started singing in most places from
the 4th, a Swallow at East Mersea
on the 5th also three at Maydays
with a Sand Martin on the 6th.
A Common Tern and a Little-

ringed Plover along the Strood
channel and a Red Kite flew over
Firs Chase on the 10th, two
Whimbrel at the Strood channel
on the 13th, Whitethroat,
Wheatear, Sedge Warbler and
three Brimstones at East Mersea on
the 14th.
On the 15th two Ring Ouzel, a
Cuckoo, Willow Warbler, Lesser
Whitethroat, three Common
Whitethroat, a Sedge Warbler
and five Blackcap in and around
the park.
A Great-white Egret and two
Whimbrel off Maydays on the
19th. The Yellow-legged Gull was
back on its block off the Strood
causeway from the 20th, and the
first House Martin at West Mersea
that day.
The 25th was a good migrant day
with Sedge Warblers at the Strood
and at Maydays, two or three Reed
Warblers, five Greenshank, seven
Whimbrel, two Yellow Wagtail
and two Common Tern.
Sedge Warblers none bred last
year we now have six plus this year,
but no Nightingale so far this year.
The report ended with another
Ring Ouzel and eight Wheatear
at Rewsalls on 26th and 27th.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area) by Howard Vaughan
November 2014
Short-eared Owl was probably
the bird of the month with
sightings from several spots
including Grays and Dagenham
Chase (2nd), Beckton (15th),
Wanstead Flats (20th) and Fairlop
Waters CP (30th). The Thames was
quiet with several Brent sightings,
Mergansers off West Thurrock
Marshes and Gallions Reach

Slavonian Grebe (alan shearman)

(eight and four respectively on the
22nd) and a Spotted Redshank at
the latter site on the 23rd. The
female Smew lingered on
Connaught Water throughout and
the KGV Reservoir held Blacknecked Grebe and Goosander
(2nd) and three Red-crested
Pochards (30th) while 20
Egyptian Geese over Corbets Tey
on the 30th was exceptional for
our area away from the Lee
Valley.  A Goshawk was seen over
Woodford Green (7th) and a
Mediterranean Gull was on
Wanstead Flats on the 11th. The
odd Brambling, Siskin and
Redpoll were reported and a
Hawfinch over South Weald on
the 1st hopefully suggested that
one or two may still be lingering in
this traditional area. Firecrests
were found once again at

Waterworks NR, Leyton Flats and
Wanstead Park and the first site
continued to host two Jack Snipe.
There were some unseasonal
records including a Black Redstart
still in Bow, Reed Warbler in
Stratford on the Greenway (16th),
the magic traffic island in Leyton
with its wintering two
Whitethroats and another Reed
Warbler (into December) and a
Swallow over the KGV Reservoir
on the 11th. Local rarity of the
month went to the Nuthatch at
Walthamstow Reservoir on the
14th which may have been the
first for 40 years....

December 2014
At least five Bitterns are wintering
around Seventy Acres Lake in the
Lee Valley and another was still
being reported from the
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Ingrebourne Valley. Walthamstow
Reservoirs hosted wintering
Common and Green Sandpipers
and a male Scaup arrived on the
15th with a Mediterranean Gull
there on the 17th and five
Whooper Swans north on the
28th.  Another Common
Sandpiper was found at Bow
and a pair of Smew and several
Goosander and Goldeneye
were seen around Hooks Marsh.
The Smew continued its stay at
Connaught Water but Mandarin
Duck only reached 23 while a
Goosander through Dagenham
Chase on the 29th was a good
site record. Down on the Thames
there was an Iceland Gull at
Gallions Reach on the 21st and a
Merganser and Brambling there
on the 27th.  A Water Pipit was
seen at Barking Bay (25th). The
magic traffic island in Leyton
continued to hold a wintering
Reed Warbler and a Whitethroat
with the former staying into the
New Year and 1100 Ring-necked
Parakeets were logged over there.
Two Firecrests were seen around
the Crown Courts at Snaresbrook
with another at Blackshots on the
18th while the only Siskins were
ten over Kelvedon Hatch on the
13th. Wanstead Park held a new
record of 418 Gadwall on the
26th and a Jack Snipe was seen on
the nearby Flats on the 6th with
an Oystercatcher the day before
over Snaresbrook being very out
of place. Short-eared Owls were
seen at Fairlop waters CP on
several dates including two on the
15th and a Rough-legged Buzzard
circled over two lucky observers at
Cely Woods on the 13th. The
Rainham Marsh Harriers regularly
visited the Ingrebourne and
Ravens were seen once again
in the Stapleford Tawney area.
The adult Mediterranean Gull
continued to be seen in Valentines
Park.  And possibly a taste of things
to come... four Waxwings were
seen at the Treacle Mine in Grays
on the 30th.

January 2015
Walthamstow Reservoirs
continued to host wintering
Common Sandpipers and the
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male Scaup was joined by two
immature drakes from the 4th till
at least the 25th.  An amazing
12 Scaup were also seen on the
murky 4th at Gallions Reach as
they headed down river and
Casper the adult Caspian Gull
at long last returned to the Royal
Albert Dock on the 4th for his
18th winter.  Another adult was
also seen at the Reach along with
six Brent Geese and Brambling
(3rd), Water Pipit (10th), three
Ruff (17th) and two Mergansers
(20th).  A Slavonian Grebe spent
15 days from the 3rd showing
incredibly well in Wanstead Park
and the two Firecrests remained
at Snaresbrook throughout. A
juvenile Brent Goose was seen
Cornmill Meadows from the 5th
and two pair of Smew and at least
seven Goosander were on the
Seventy Acres complex. The female
Smew was still at Connaught
Water and ten Mandarin Ducks
were seen in Gidea Park. Six
White-fronted Geese were seen
heading up the Mardyke on the
16th and Bitterns were seen in
the Ingrebourne and about five
were once again around Seventy
Acres Lake. Two Short-eared Owls
were seen at Fairlop Waters till
the 4th and a Jack Snipe in the
Mardyke and another Common
Sandpiper at Bow were the only
waders of note. There were three
encouraging Goshawk sightings
which bodes well. Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers were seen in
Harrow Lodge Park and Dagnam
Park and a Hawfinch was a
great find at Holyfield on New
Year’s Day.

February 2015
Goosanders in the Lee Valley
topped an impressive 52 between
the KGV and Wm Girling with
another four on the Seventy Acres
complex along with four Smew.  
A pair of Goosander were also on
Connaught Water and another pair
in the Ingrebourne Valley on the
26th were a good site record.  
A pair of Red-crested Pochards
were also found that day. The three
White-fronted Geese ranged
between the Valley and Belhus
Woods CP all month and a single

Brent Goose remained at
Waltham Marsh till the 6th.
Broods of short lived Egyptian
Geese were seen in the Lee valley
and in Valentines Park where the
Mediterranean Gull continued to
reside.  At least one Bittern was
still being seen around Seventy
Acres Lake and two were seen at
Berwick Pond on the 25th. Seven
Black-necked Grebes were seen
on the Wm Girling and the three
Scaup were still on Walthamstow
throughout along with wintering
Common Sandpipers.  Another of
the latter was still at Bow and
down at Beckton there was a
Grey Plover (1st) and 63
Black-tailed Godwits (8th) at
Gallions Reach.  A similar number
were seen at Barking Bay were a
Caspian Gull was also seen on the
1st while at very impressive 41
Avocet were seen at West Thurrock
Marshes on the 14th. Elsewhere
there were Woodcock reported at
several sites around Bedfords Park
and at Wanstead and the Gadwall
congregation at the latter topped
360. Two Ravens were seen at
Upshire (8th) and another was
over Cornmill Meadows the
following day.  A Red Kite was
seen around Great Warley Hall
on a couple of dates around the
9th and Firecrests remained at
Snaresbrook and Woodford Green.

March 2015
Red Kites were undoubtedly the
highlight species for March with
no less than 14 records from across
the area with no particular date
pattern. RSPB Rainham Marshes
continued to share its Marsh
Harriers with the Ingrebourne and
migrants were seen over Chingford
(10th) and Gallions Reach (12th).
The pair of Scaup continued their
residence at Walthamstow
Reservoirs with four there on the
22nd and the KGV hosted a max
of six Black-necked Grebes (24th)
along with 11 Goosander (18th)
and a Scoter (27th).  A Wood Lark
was also seen there (16th) and two
Wheatear (18th) and both
Swallow and White Wagtail
(27th) gave the site some of the
first local migrants. The first Sand
Martins were seen over Redbridge
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Lakes and Alexandra Lake on the
8th and other Wheatears were
seen at Wanstead Flats (18th) and
Walthamstow Res (21st).  A female
Smew and several Goosanders
were still to be found around
Seventy Acres Lake on the 17th
and the last Bittern left there on
the 26th. Another Bittern was
seen in a ditch out at Noak Hill on
the 5th. A Great White Egret was
seen on the 12th, 19th and 23rd in
the southern Mardyke and the four
Red-crested Pochards were seen
between the Ingrebourne Valley
and Belhus Woods CP till the 13th
at least. Firecrests were seen again
in Leyton at Woodford Green and a
Hawfinch was seen at the latter
site on the 18th. The juvenile Brent
Goose was still being seen at
various Lee Valley sites during the
month and Mediterranean Gulls
dropped into Mayesbrook Park
(27th) and Dagenham Chase
(28th) while a Kittiwake and early
Common Tern were at Gallions
Reach on the 30th. Nearby Barking
Bay had a Greenshank and 13
Black-tailed Godwits on the 8th
and 71 Avocets at West Thurrock
Marshes on the 4th was a new
London record while 16
Yellowhammers on Orsett Fen
(9th) was a winter high.

North East Essex
November
The discovery of a drake Surf
Scoter in the Stour Estuary by
Suffolk-based Ed Keeble drew
observers to the area from far and
wide! Seen briefly on the 4th, the
identification was confirmed and
the news disseminated the
following day and the bird
obligingly divided its time

April 2015
Red Kites were once again centre
stage with at least 23 sightings
including two records of two birds.
Surely they will breed in the area
soon? Marsh Harriers and
Buzzards were reported in good
passage numbers and the signs
were good once again for local
Goshawks and Peregrines.  A
single Osprey was seen over
Gallions Reach on the 18th.
Seventeen Ring Ouzels were
seen at seven different sites
making for a fine passage along
with six Redstarts, six Whinchat,
six Tree Pipit and a good
smattering of Wheatears and a
few White and Yellow Wagtails.
Nightingales were back on
territory in the Lee Valley from the
12th and Grasshopper Warblers
were likewise reeling at five
sites.  A Hoopoe in the Valley at
Waterworks NR on the 16th was
probably the best bird on April but
did not linger long. The KGV
Reservoir was superb with a good
passage of waders and terns during
April including Arctic Terns on six
dates (with a peak of 25 on the
30th), Little and Sandwich Terns
(two of each on 23rd), Little Gull
(nine on 16th and 44 on 23rd).

Add to this two late Goosander
(22nd) and a Merganser (21st) as
well as waders that included
Avocet (4th), Bar-tailed Godwit
and Knot (23rd), it was certainly a
good place to call your patch.
Further south a Merlin was seen at
Walthamstow Reservoirs (4th) and
the pair of Scaup lingered till the
8th.  A pair of Garganey were seen
here on the 21st with another pair
at Fairlop Waters CP (20th). The
wintering Brent Goose lingered in
the Lee Valley will the 24th. Down
on the Thames Gallions Reach had a
great month with an adult Puffin
on the 6th stealing the show. They
also clocked up a good selection of
terns with Arctic Terns on several
dates and a Sandwich on the 13th.
Six Mediterranean Gulls were
seen there on the 19th and an
adult Iceland Gull was seen on
several dates from the 12th-29th.  
A second year Iceland Gull was
also seen at the Olympic Park in
Stratford (26th) where Little
Ringed Plovers and Cetti’s
Warblers are also settling in.
The first Swift was over the
Ingrebourne Valley on the 16th
and nine Green Sandpipers (13th)
and a Wood Sandpiper (20th)
were also seen there.

bySimon Cox
between both Suffolk and Essex
stretches of the river thus making
it the second county record. Other
sightings in the estuary during the
month included two Great
Northern Divers, single Slavonian
and Black-necked Grebe, two
Shags, a Scaup, three Velvet
Scoters, 105 Red-breasted
Mergansers and, on the 7th, a

Grey Phalarope.  A Bittern was
seen at Cattawade and a Snow
Bunting at Wrabness.
A Black Brant frequented The
Naze and Hamford Water early in
the month with this individual
probably one of two seen later at
Holland Haven where a Palebellied Brent was also identified.
Other Holland Haven records in

Above, left to right: Goosanders (SEAN NIXON), Mediterranean Gull (simon cox), Nightingale (derek Johnston)
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the first fortnight included a
Peregrine, up to seven Purple
Sandpipers, two Pomarine Skuas
(8th, also seen passing Frinton),
two Short-eared Owls, Black
Redstart, Ring Ouzel and five
Stonechats, whilst at nearby
Frinton, a Shag was seen on the
8th, a late Wheatear moved
through on the 9th and a
Red-necked Grebe flew past
on the 12th.
In the St Osyth area, Ring
Ouzels were seen on the 1st and
7th at Wigboro Wick Farm where
up to 14 Tree Sparrows were
regular; a Spotted Redshank was
present in Flag Creek and a Water
Rail at Howlands Marsh; Peregrine
and Black Redstart were seen
near St Clere’s Hall, and a Merlin
at Colne Point. The Colne Avocet
flock reached 320, a Common
Sandpiper was at Wivenhoe where
35 Redwings and 55 Fieldfares
were counted on the 6th, two
Swallows and a Brambling were
of interest at Alresford on the 4th,
two Spotted Redshanks and four
Green Sandpipers were seen at
The Hythe whilst in the north of
the county at Wormingford, a
Merlin, five Grey Partridges and a
Green Sandpiper were notable.
The month’s second major rarity
was a Black Stork, seen briefly
over Wigboro Wick Farm and later
in south Suffolk on the 15th and
on the same day six Bearded Tits
were present at Holland Haven
and at least nine Chiffchaffs at
The Naze where a Blackcap
wearing a Swedish ring was
trapped and released. Three
Black-throated Divers passed
Frinton on the 16th and next day
saw a strong offshore movement
there with counts of 148 Gannets,
a Pomarine and two Great Skuas,
and 16 Red-throated Divers. A
flock of c30 Pink-footed Geese
rested briefly at Colne Point on the
19th but the main interest there
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that day revolved round a sizeable
pod of Long-finned Pilot Whales
viewable from the car-park area.
Seven Pink-feet and two
White-fronts, also four Snow
Buntings, were present at Holland
Haven on the 22nd and there were
further sightings at the same
location of a Razorbill (25th), two
Common Cranes (28th) and a
ring-tailed Hen Harrier plus,
unusually for this site, 15
Yellowhammers (29th).
Other noteworthy sightings late
in the month were a Slavonian
Grebe in Walton Channel, two
ring-tailed Hen Harriers and at
least three Water Rails at The
Naze, up to five Velvet Scoters,
115 Common Scoters, 31 Eiders
and another Pomarine Skua off
Frinton (all 21st), eight Snow
Buntings at Jaywick and single
Little Gull and Arctic Skua at
Colne Point.

December
Two Bewick’s and three Whooper
Swans paused briefly at Holland
Haven on the 2nd and two
White-fronts, three Barnacles
and an Emperor Goose were all
recorded there early in the month.,
as was a single Snow Bunting. Two
Velvet Scoters and three Great
Skuas passed Frinton on the 3rd;
two Peregrines, a Merlin and up
to 50 Corn Buntings were regular
at Colne Point where 67 Great
Black-backed Gulls on 6th were
more than usually present there.
On the same day, a Goosander
and a Merlin were seen at The
Naze and another Merlin crossed
the river at Mistley. The Jaywick
Snow Bunting flock had increased
to 27 by the 7th with a maximum
count of 31 later in the month and
a White-fronted Goose was
associating with the Greylags on
Howlands Marsh. Tree Sparrows
featured with eight at Wigboro
Wick, five at Gt Horkesley and 11

Above, left to right: Black-necked Grebe
(SEAN NIXON), Goldeneye (SEAN Nixon),
Short-eared Owl (Chris Balchin)
Below left: Stock Dove and (below right)
Surf Scoter (Sean Nixon)

at Langham and 13 presumed
Lesser Redpolls were seen at
Wivenhoe where a Common
Sandpiper and two Kingfishers
were of interest later in the month.
Observers continued to be drawn
to the River Stour where the Surf
Scoter remained all month and
three Shags and a Slavonian
Grebe were also present in the
estuary.  Another Slavonian Grebe
was seen in Hamford Water where
the Avocet flock topped 400 and a
Rough-legged Buzzard was
hunting on the 20th.  A single
Bearded Tit, four Purple
Sandpipers and four Stonechats
were recorded at Holland Haven
mid-month and 152 Red-throated
Divers passed Frinton on the
17th.  At least 20 Redpolls,
probably all Lesser, were at
Stanway Green from the 26th and
five Bewick’s Swans were briefly
present at Wigboro Wick on the
28th and 16 flew over Mistley
towards Hamford Water the same
day. Several wintering Blackcaps
and an odd Chiffchaff were
located and there was a small
influx of Fieldfares and Redwings
during the final week.  A Bittern
was seen at Fingringhoe Wick, also
up to 11 Bullfinches and two
Merlins, a Red Kite flew over
Alresford, and at Langham, nine
Egyptian Geese, ten Grey
Partridges and ten Siskins were
on view. One or two Hen Harriers
and Short-eared Owls could be
seen over the coastal marshes
on occasion.

January
The Surf Scoter remained faithful
to the Stour Estuary all month and
back-up attractions included
Great Northern Diver, Shag,
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Scaup, up to 75 Great Crested
and four Slavonian Grebes and a
single Black-necked Grebe which
could be viewed from Mistley Quay
on the 5th at least.  Ardleigh
Reservoir also had a Black-necked
Grebe on the 6th.
Sightings at Holland Haven
included a Black Brant on several
days, Great Northern and
Black-throated Diver plus a
Velvet Scoter offshore (16th),
White-fronted Goose, Yellowlegged Gull, Goshawk (17th), four
Purple Sandpipers, Bearded Tit,
Firecrest and three Snow
Buntings.  A Red Kite (31st) may
have been the individual seen a few
days earlier at Wivenhoe, Alresford
and Howlands Marsh.
There were up to 28 Goosanders
on the University of Essex lake with
single-figure numbers also at
Ardleigh Reservoir and on the
Colne below the Colchester Castle
Park; the lagoon at Stone Point,
Walton, held up to 54 Gadwall and
77 Shoveler and a single Eider was
regular offshore there; the Scottishringed Greenshank was once again
present on the River Stour at
Manningtree and two each of
Spotted Redshank, Common
Sandpiper and Jack Snipe were
recorded in the area, also single
Green Sandpiper and Ruff. A
count of 125 Kittiwakes off Frinton
was the most seen this winter and
there were also counts from there
of 39 Red-throated and four
Black-throated Divers and 850
Herring Gulls.  As in January, a few
small flocks of Tree Sparrows
remained, Yellowhammers were
also reported in modest numbers
and 12 Bullfinches were
encouraging in the reserve at
Wrabness. Four Lapland Buntings
were identified amongst Reed
Buntings at Walton and at
Wormingford there were 80
Skylarks, 22 Meadow Pipits, three
Stonechats and ten Siskins.
Two Whooper Swans flew over
Horsley Cross (22nd), a Bittern
was seen in flight at Cattawade and
five White-fronts were on
Howlands Marsh (28th), and a
Waxwing was reported at
Brightlingsea and a Pale-bellied
Brent at Wrabness (31st).

February
A Merlin was seen inland at
Copford and a Blackcap present
at Wivenhoe on the 1st and there
were two Jack Snipe at The Hythe,
formerly a regular site for this
species, on the 2nd.  At Langham
on the 4th, 27 Meadow Pipits,
three Tree Sparrows, 50
Yellowhammers and 60 Reed
Buntings were a welcome sight
and there good numbers of these
two buntings, also Linnets, at
Sunnymead Farm, Wivenhoe, and
42 Meadow Pipits elsewhere in
the village on the 9th.  A Black
Brant was seen again at Holland
Haven amongst 1,800 Darkbellied Brents, four Purple
Sandpipers remained there on
the seawalls and breakwaters,
one Yellow-legged and three
Mediterranean Gulls also visited
the site and two Short-eared
Owls and up to four Stonechats
could often be seen there. Probably
a different Black Brant was feeding
near Titchmarsh’s Marina on the
12th and the small flock of
White-fronts on Howlands Marsh
increased to eight whereas the
Jaywick Snow Bunting flock had
reduced to 12 by the 27th.
A Bittern was seen again at
Fingringhoe Wick, two White-fronts
were unusual at The Hythe, two
Grey Partridges at Moverons
Farm, Brightlingsea, deserve a
mention and a count of 210 Pied/
White Wagtails at Copford
Sewage-works was impressive as
were nine Buzzards together at
Gt Horkesley. The drake Surf
Scoter, now in smart plumage, was
reported on the River Stour to at
least the 21st and two days earlier
a Jack Snipe was seen at Bradfield.
The 28th produced records of three
Twite on Walton Hall Marshes and
20 Redpolls, probably Lesser,

again at Stanway Green.  A
Black-headed Gull seen at Point
Clear on the 15th had been ringed
at Barcelona Zoo in 2009 and seen
three times in The Netherlands.

March
The opening week saw
11 Goosanders on Colchester
Castle Park Lake, two Grey
Partridges, a Ruff and a Red Kite
at Holland Haven and, all on the
5th, five singing Chiffchaffs at
Brightlingsea, a Rock Pipit and
two White Wagtails at Langham,
a Firecrest by Alresford Creek and
six Redpoll sp in Wivenhoe. The
two Red-breasted Geese that have
attempted to nest in Hamford
Water in recent years were in the
area again on the 7th when five
Ruffs were on Walton Hall Marshes.
Three Spoonbills at Holland Haven
and 12 Shags and a Black Redstart
at Frinton were recorded on the 9th
as were two Red Kites at Marks Tey.
Five Spoonbills were seen in flight
over Kirby Cross. Counts of
White-fronts at Howlands Marsh
and Goosanders at the Castle Park
edged up to nine and 12
respectively and Purple Sandpipers
at Holland Haven increased to
five.  A Cape Shelduck was
photographed at Moverons Farm,
Brightlingsea, on the 12th but the
surprise bird of the Spring was an
immature White-tailed Eagle
which, having previously been seen
at N. Fambridge, flew over one
lucky observer’s garden in
Wivenhoe on the 14th. There was
another report on the 24th, yet
to be fully confirmed, of probably
the same bird on Horsey Island.
Now six Ruffs at Walton Hall
Marshes, a Caspian Gull at
Wrabness, a pair of Egyptian Geese
with goslings at Brightlingsea, a pair
of Mandarin Ducks at Gt Holland
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and a Peregrine at Boxted were all
reported mid-month and a single
Brambling was attracted to
feeders at Sunnymead Farm on
the 22nd and there were three
Sand Martins there next day and
a Wheatear at Holland Haven,
also several hundred Redwings
and some Fieldfares at Wivenhoe
on the 24th. Two escaped
Trumpeter Swans remained
at Dovercourt for several days.
Several Black Redstarts passed
through in the final week, a
Fulmar was seen at The Naze and
there was a Swallow at Mistley on
the 31st.  A Crane in flight on the
22nd was the first of a flurry of
reports from Jaywick which, in late
March, included two Shags, single
Black-throated Diver, Purple
Sandpiper and Guillemot, an
astonishing 65 Mediterranean
Gulls (26th), 30 Kittiwakes and
a Wheatear (24th).

April
During the first few days, Black
Redstarts put in appearances at
Holland Haven, Colne Point and
Brightlingsea; a Merlin and three
Ruffs were recorded at The Naze;
a Goshawk was seen over Friday
Wood; a ring-tailed Hen Harrier
flew along Alresford Creek; three
Short-eared Owls were on view
at Holland Haven, and three Twite

were reported at Colne Point.
A Nightingale was singing at
Fingringhoe Wick on the 6th and
by the month’s end, at least 28
were present there. Several pairs
of Little Ringed Plovers were
located, though not all remained,
and waders clearly on passage
included a Woodcock at Jaywick,
up to 21 Greenshanks, three
Spotted Redshanks and three
Green Sandpipers at The Hythe
and small groups of Whimbrel at
several sites. There were still two
Purple Sandpipers at Holland
Haven on the 18th. Single
Spoonbill and female Garganey
were reported at Dovercourt on
the 8th when a lone White-front
appeared at Moverons Farm.
Single Red Kites were noted at
seven different locations in the
area though some of the sightings
may have involved the same
individual. Firecrests were seen
at Holland Haven and in the
John Weston Reserve mid-month,
and there was a pair of Grey
Partridges on territory at
Sunnymead Farm. More reports
from Jaywick included two
Fulmars, a Manx Shearwater, two
Black-throated Divers, an Eider,
up to ten Sandwich Terns and five
Kittiwakes.  Additional reports of
both Bonaparte’s and Laughing
Gull passing there will require

submission to, and acceptance by,
the National Rarities’ Committee
in order to take their place in the
official Essex literature.  An
estimated 30 Chiffchaffs, mostly
in song, were present at
Fingringhoe Wick on the 12th.
At least four Ring Ouzels showed
well at Wrabness during the third
week and there were others at
Dovercourt (two), The Naze,
Holland Haven and Wigboro Wick
Farm (two). Both Spoonbill and
Fieldfare were recorded at Holland
Haven on the 18th and on the
following day there, one observer
watched a Red-rumped Swallow
for some 20 minutes but it moved
on just as several locals were
reaching the site. Seven Yellow
Wagtails were nice but didn’t fully
compensate for missing out on the
swallow! A Hoopoe was reported
at Lawford (17th); Fulmar and
Spoonbill at The Naze (18th) and
three Sandwich Terns and eight
Wheatears also there (25th);
Grasshopper Warbler at Holland
Haven (23rd and subsequently)
and, at the last-mentioned site,
two Whinchats and seven
Wheatears (26th). Turtle Dove
and Garden Warbler were both
recorded in the area late in the
month, both species now being
scarce in NE Essex.

RSPB Rainham Marshes by Howard Vaughan
November 2014
Often a quiet month unless we
get some ‘proper’ weather and
this was no exception. The Ravens
probably stole the show with
sightings of the pair becoming
daily and three together on the
14th. Such a great addition...  A
single Brent Goose came in on
the 3rd and is still around and
other ones and two were also
noted. Lapwing and Golden
Plover remained in the low
hundreds and Black-tailed
Godwit numbers peaked at 270
while singles of Ruff, Avocet,
Common Sandpiper and Spotted
Redshank were noted. Two Jack
58

Snipe were to be found fairly
regularly on Purfleet Scrape even
after we re-profiled and removed
the vegetation! A single
Merganser was seen with a
Goldeneye on the 11th with
seven more Mergansers on the
22nd and a Little Gull on the
26th. Up to eight different Marsh
Harriers have been seen
including Mr Wonky and his
damaged leg which was good
after a five week absence and
Peregrine activity has
progressively increased. Winter
thrushes were scarce and two
Water Pipits on the 5th amongst
the Rock Pipits were the only

sightings. Bearded Tits were seen
occasionally and Cetti’s Warblers
were especially vocal while
Chiffchaff, Blackcap and a
corking Siberian Chiffchaff
(24th) were good finds.

December 2014
Marsh Harriers and Raven
dominated most days out on the
reserve with at least five harriers
and the regular corvid duo out
doing the rounds much to the joy
of the visitors and consternation
of the other wildlife. There was
the odd Buzzard and Merlin
sighting and Peregrine activity
increased and a Red Kite drifted
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through on the 8th. There was
little in the way to suggest winter
was with us although Fieldfare
and Redwing numbers increased
in the last week and ten Whitefronted Geese west (18th) and
three Bewick’s Swans in at dusk
on the 27th were pleasing. Two of
the swans were still around the
following morning. Two Ruff and a
single Avocet were occasionally
seen at the Spotted Redshank
was picked up roosting on the
barges while the Jack Snipe
continued to be seen on the
islands in Purfleet Scrape.  A Great
White Egret was seen on the 6th
and there were still five Little
Egrets to be found but no Bittern
sightings as yet.  A pair of
Bullfinch are wintering in the
woodland and the Siberian
Chiffchaff along with at least five
‘normal’ ones were to be found
around the trail along with
numerous Stonechats. The
Bearded Tits have become elusive
and the only Water Pipit was
found amongst the Rock Pipits on
the 19th. Caspian Gulls were seen
on the 6th and 30th with at least
23 Yellow-legged Gulls on the
latter date.  A single juvenile Brent
Goose was around all month and
a Short-eared Owl was seen on
the 28th.

January 2015
The westerly winter prevailed and
the standard fare on the marsh
changed little as we headed into
2015 with duck and wader
numbers remaining stable.

Black-tailed Godwits were scarce
again with rarely more than 30
seen although a whopping 398
were counted roosting on the
barges on the 4th but not
subsequently. Jack Snipe, Ruff,
Avocet and two Common
Sandpipers were reported
occasionally along with up to
seven Grey Plovers, two
Turnstones and singles of early
Oystercatcher, Knot and Spotted
Redshank so all in all a good haul
for the first month of the year.
Marsh Harriers reached a new
high with ten birds now using the
marsh while Buzzard, Merlin and
the Peregrines spiced things up.
We still have two daily Ravens and
one even landed in the car park to
grab a scrap of bread! With mild
conditions we still had Little
Egrets with five most days and a
Bittern was seen on the 17th and
20th. Up to four Egyptian Geese
dropped in and three Whitefronted Geese on the 18th were
probably the three that have spent
the last few winters in this area.
Out on the trails at least three
Bullfinches were seen quite
regularly and the Siberian

Chiffchaff was seen again on the
20th along with five wintering
‘normal’ birds. Bearded Tits were
difficult but Water Rails certainly
were not with several incredibly
showy individuals. Down on the
foreshore a male Lapland Bunting
was seen on the 13th and at least
three Water Pipits were to be
found amongst the Scandinavian
Rock Pipits. Gulling picked up with
a third-winter Iceland that had
been ringed in Norway seen on the
16th and at least ten Caspian
Gulls were recorded during the
month along with several
Yellow-legged Gulls and a single
adult Mediterranean Gull.

February 2015
Things ticked along but there was
not cold weather to pull anything
else into the reserve. Seventeen
Brent Geese on the 2nd was
about as exciting as the Thames
got and gulling produced at least
eight Caspian Gulls, a couple of
Mediterranean Gulls and a new
1st winter Iceland Gull (16-17th).
Ruff increased to three and 11
Black-tailed Godwit was the
month high on the 7th. The
Spotted Redshank was seen a
couple of times and there were
two on the 12th. Singles of
Avocet, Turnstone, Jack Snipe
and the first returning
Oystercatchers added interest.
Marsh Harriers were still in daily
attendance and the elusive
Bittern made sporadic
appearances. Blackcaps found our
apples to their liking with at least
six around the centre and the
Bullfinches continued to be
seen.  A Tawny Owl was heard on
the 12th and our first Short-eared
Owl was seen a few days later.  A
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was
seen once again on the 4th and
the Ravens remained daily.

March 2015
Spring was somewhat lagging
behind in Marsh and although
there were warmer interludes it
was generally very chilly and
Top: Firecrest (Rchard allen)
Left: Red-legged Partridge
(George Brown)
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windy and as such migrants were
a little scarce. The first Little
Ringed Plover arrived on the 14th
with a pair the next day with a
Wheatear on the 19th and the
first Sand Martin on the early
date of the 8th but these were
not the vanguard of an invading
force and little else followed on
from them. Two Swallows on the
30th snuck into March and a
Whimbrel on the 23rd was
genuinely early for us. The
wintering Bittern remained till at
least the 7th and a Great White
Egret was seen on the 19th. The
sub-adult Norwegian ringed
Iceland Gull reappeared on the
6th along with the last Caspian
Gull of the winter and a
Kittiwake was seen on the 31st in
rough conditions. There were a
few other waders to see including
the Spotted Redshank, six Knot
(15th), up to four Ruff and
Avocet and a flock of 67 smart
Golden Plover on the 19th.
Marsh Harriers and Buzzards
were very active and Red Kites
were seen on the 17th and 27th
with a single Merlin on the 19th.
The male Bullfinch was last seen
on the 12th and a Coal Tit was
very rare visitor on the 15th while
the Corn Buntings and 50 late
Fieldfares were seen on the 11th.

Five Scoter on the Thames on the
24th were almost expected given
the weather but a Red-legged
Partridge on the 3rd certainly
was not and bizarrely was the
rarest bird seen in March...

April 2015
Although 24 species of wader
were seen in April on the reserve
it was a funny month and
numbers were actually quite low
with just a couple each of
Sanderling, Jack Snipe, Bartailed Godwit, Turnstone and
Wood Sandpiper to shout about
although the Pectoral Sandpiper
on the 29th and 30th was a
bonus. Breeding Lapwing and
Redshank are at a record high
and four pair of LRPs seem to be
nesting.  A pair of Garganey
arrived on the 2nd and stayed
into May and Scoter were seen
on the river on the 2nd and 18th
with a Merganser on the 10th
and the long staying Brent Goose
till the 22nd. Our second Great
White Egret of the year was seen
on the 18th and river watching
produced a few Arctic Terns
among the Common Terns but
only one each of Sandwich Tern
and Little Gull.  A Caspian Gull
was seen on the 24th and pairs of
Mediterranean Gulls drifted

through. The 5th and 6th saw a
very healthy passage of Buzzards
and Marsh Harriers with 51 and
15 respectively, along with a male
Hen Harrier and Merlin on the
first date.  A male Goshawk was
seen and the first Hobby was
catching insects on the 15th and
up to 12 were seen later in the
month. Passage Short-eared
Owls were seen on four dates and
there were five Red Kite sightings.
Three adult Spoonbills were
present briefly on the 7th and
an immature bird was also seen
that day and stayed till the 13th.
Wheatear numbers were
generally low although 18 on
the 18th was noteworthy and
unusually there was a good
Whinchat passage after the first
on the 14th with perhaps ten
birds reported during April. There
was only one Redstart (14th) and
Yellow Wagtails were very scarce
while the four Ring Ouzels seen
were all very mobile. The last
Water Pipit was seen on the 10th
and Tree Pipits were noted on the
14th and 24th.  A Firecrest was
seen on the 2nd and there was
plenty of breeding warbler
activity with perhaps three
Grasshopper Warblers and
a record 74 singing Cetti’s
Warblers across the site.

Southend area by Paul Baker
November
Two Willow Emerald Damselflies
continued to survive at Star Lane
pits on the 1st as did the Clouded
Yellow at the same site with
another at Gunners Park the same
day, where the only Brambling of
the month flew through.  A third
ringtail Hen Harrier arrived on
Wallasea on the 1st with all three
ringtails present intermittently
through to the end of the
year.  Another ringtail Hen Harrier
at Bowers Marsh on the 4th was a
good site record. Nearby, the
Great White Egret showed for the
last time at Wat Tyler C.P. on the
4th when a Coal Tit put in another
appearance at Coombe Wood.
Both Blackcap and Chiffchaff
60

were noted on Two Tree Island on
the 5th; the Chiffchaff was one
of four recorded this month
whereas Blackcaps numbered
five with an obvious influx of four
males in the last week of the
month. The Glossy Ibis put in a
final salvo of visits when it
roosted at Wat Tyler C.P. on the
6th, 11th, and 15th after being
absent for four weeks.
Seawatching was relatively
productive on the 6th with four
Eider, four Red-breasted
Mergansers, 107 Common
Scoter, and a lingering Grey
Phalarope all noted off Gunners
Park, and the only Little Auk of
the year past Canvey. A Purple
Sandpiper roosting on the Pier on

the 8th was the only record from
here this year and only the
second record from the entire
area. Two Slavonian Grebes were
a welcome find off Shoebury East
Beach on the 9th whilst a little
further up the coast a Snow
Bunting was reported from the
seawall at Wakering Stairs the
same day.  A Woodcock was
disturbed from the rough ground
behind Waitrose in Southend on
the 9th. In what turned out to be
an excellent winter for Shorteared Owls a minimum of five
were present on Wallasea from
the 9th through to early
December with singles also on
Two Tree Island on two dates and
offshore Gunners Park on the
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23rd.  A Ring Ouzel and a Merlin
were reported from Two Tree
Island on the 10th, the same day
that a Bittern arrived for the third
consecutive year at Wat Tyler C.P.
where it remained through to
early January. Remarkably it was
joined briefly by a second bird on
the 11th, the first such multiple
instance locally. Mild conditions
on the 15th saw the last Small
Tortoiseshell of the year at
Rochford and the last of six Red
Admiral butterflies this month in
Rayleigh. There was a light
passage of Lesser Redpolls
mid-month with 1-5 birds at
Gunners Park, Leigh, and Great
Wakering.  A first-winter Black
Redstart was found in Gunners
Park on the 18th. It was often
elusive but remained around the
beach and seawall until the 23rd.
Siskins remained remarkably
scarce with just two birds through
Gunners Park on the 19th being
the only record this month with
none at all in December. The Pier
produced a few records of note
on the 20th with a group of three
Great Northern Divers flying out
of the estuary along with 27
Gannets and two Guillemots.
Seawatching off Gunners Park on
the 21st proved most productive
with ten Red-throated Divers, a
Black-throated Diver, and a
Great Northern Diver along with
23 Eider (the highest count for
four years), an Arctic Skua, a
Little Gull, and a Kittiwake.

Night Heron (Russell neave)

A Ruff on Wallasea on the 21st
was the first seen since the
autumn.  A Shag arrived at the Pier
on the 22nd and remained in the
area for much of the winter.  Also
present off the Pier on the 22nd
was an incredibly late Arctic Tern
which was also noted off Canvey
the same day and is the latest ever
Essex record.  A pair of Bullfinches
by the visitor centre at Wat Tyler
C.P. on the 27th was a good site
record and gives hope that a few
birds still survive here. Wandering
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
were reported from Pound Wood
on the 28th and near Rayleigh
on the 29th. The first returning
Goldeneye were noted on the
29th when nine birds were
counted on Paglesham Lagoon the
same day that three Spotted
Redshanks were at their favoured
wintering site in the creek at
Wat Tyler C.P. marina. Two drake
Mandarins arrived back in Friars
Park on the 30th as they invariably
do each winter. Nearby at
Shoebury East Beach, three Grey
Wagtails completed a strong
showing for this species with
records from eleven sites this
month.

December
The first of just two Blackcaps
this month was a male noted in
a Benfleet garden on the 2nd.
Seawatching from Canvey on
the 3rd was successful with 20
Red-throated Divers, a Great
Northern Diver, 15 Gannets, a
Pomarine Skua, a Great Skua, a
Little Gull, and a Kittiwake all
providing interest. The Roughlegged Buzzard on Wallasea, now
considered to be a different bird
to the one present in October,
became very predictable and
dependable from the 6th onwards
and rarely disappointed and one or
two Merlins there became much
more reliable. On the 6th the pair
of Coal Tits in Hockley Woods
were recorded for the first time
since March and were seen
regularly into 2015. By contrast
the Bittern at Wat Tyler C.P.
became far less reliable being
noted on only the 7th and 10th
this month although a report of

one at Vange Marsh on the 30th
may explain its apparent absence.
Mid-month was noticeably quiet,
however on the 19th a Tundra
Bean Goose was found among
the 65 Greylag Geese on
Wallasea. Somewhat surprisingly
it had gone the following day as
had more than half the Greylag
flock.  A Red Admiral in a Leigh
garden on the 19th was most
definitely late and was
unsurprisingly the last butterfly of
the year.  A juvenile Iceland Gull
was seen well on the private tip at
Pitsea on the 20th but did not
surrender itself to gull watchers
at the more accessible Vange
Wick or Bowers Marsh by the
year’s end. The three drake
Mandarins at Friars Park were
recorded daily from the 22nd into
2015 whilst nearby at Shoebury
East Beach a Slavonian Grebe
was seen offshore again.
Seawatching from the Pier on
the 23rd was slow going with ten
Red-throated Divers, a Shag, and
a Great Skua the highlights. Two
wintering Green Sandpipers were
at Bowers Marsh on the 24th with
singles also on Vange Marsh and
Wallasea this month.  A Muntjac
was heard calling from a new
site near Rayleigh on the 24th.
Hockley Woods was most
productive on the 26th and 27th
with a Woodcock, a Firecrest,
eight Goldcrests, a female
Blackcap, five Treecreepers, a
Coal Tit, and a mobile flock of
55 Lesser Redpolls which held
three Mealy Redpolls.
Perseverance with seawatching at
Canvey on the 27th was generally
not rewarded although did
produce a Black-throated Diver,
two Kittiwakes, and a single
Common Scoter which
remarkably was the only record of
the entire month. Two
Chiffchaffs were seen this month
with both found less than a mile
apart on the 28th at Wat Tyler
C.P.  And Benfleet. Short-eared
Owl numbers on Wallasea
continued to swell, reaching at
least nine on the 28th, surely one
of the highest concentrations in
East Anglia. The following day
at the same site Corn Buntings
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peaked at 320 whilst Linnets
numbered 500, and just for the
record there were no confirmed
sightings of Twite among them!
Nearby at Lower Raypits a
Common Sandpiper was found
on the 29th, the same day that a
pair of Nuthatch were discovered
in Belfairs Woods. Following their
recent extinction in Hockley
Woods they proved popular and
were still present into 2015 along
with two Treecreepers.  Arguably
the most unexpected record of
the winter was the juvenile Night
Heron which dropped onto
Wallasea late on the 30th after
crossing the Crouch from
Burnham where it had been found
earlier that day. Unfortunately
it was not seen again locally and
is believed to be the bird that
arrived in Hythe, Kent in early
January.  As dusk fell on Wallasea
on the 30th a single adult
Bewick’s Swan was picked out
among the 47 Mute Swans
feeding across the creek at
Paglesham Church End. In
summary, a mediocre 211 species
were reliably recorded in 2014
including Tundra Bean Goose,
Glossy Ibis, three Great White
Egrets, Night Heron, three
Rough-legged Buzzards, two
Black-winged Stilts, Dotterel,
Red-necked Phalarope, two
Grey Phalaropes, Wryneck, and
Red-backed Shrike, but the
seawatching season was notable
for being one of the poorest in
recent years. Top billing goes to
the twitchable Barred Warbler
in Gunners Park in September,
the first locally for twenty
three years.

January
Seawatching continued to remain
slow although a count of nine
Red-throated Divers off the
Pier on the 1st proved to be the
highest count of the first winter
period; an immature Pomarine
Skua past was less expected and
Kittiwake managed just a single.
The pair of Nuthatch in Belfairs
Woods proved popular
throughout the month and two
Treecreepers were also regularly
seen.  A Chiffchaff at Paglesham
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Lagoon on the 1st was one of
only three seen this month. Six
Barnacle Geese were seen to fly
onto Bowers Marsh late on the
1st; they were not seen here again
until the 21st but were noted on
West Canvey Marsh in the
interim.  A Woodcock was flushed
from the seawall at Gunners Park
on the 1st with a further two
noted throughout the month at
their more traditional stronghold
on Hadleigh Downs where a Coal
Tit put in a surprise visit from the
2nd to the 4th. The Coal Tit in
Hockley Woods was joined by a
second bird from the 2nd as was
the wintering Firecrest whilst
Goldcrest there peaked at just
three. The adult Bewick’s Swan
flew over Paglesham on the
2nd but continued to prove
untwitchable. The Bittern was
seen at Wat Tyler C.P. for the final
time on the 3rd when a Weasel
put on a good show at Hadleigh
Downs after losing its prey to a
Magpie.  A female Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker was reported from
Pound Wood on the 5th along
with three Bullfinch and two
Treecreepers, but was not seen
subsequently despite searching.
Two Twite were the ‘real deal’ on
Two Tree Island on the 5th but
frustratingly only stayed ten
minutes before heading off in
the direction of Canvey Point.
Wallasea hosted three Ruff on
the 7th which moved to Lower
Raypits on the 10th (and still no
Twite!).  A Shag was seen from
the Pier on the 9th. Last month’s
Lesser Redpoll flock in Hockley
Woods had fragmented by now
with small mobile flocks of six
and five seen this month on the
10th and 23rd.  A Red Kite was
photographed over Canvey Wick
on the 10th, the first record of
what turned out to be a bumper
spring for this increasing
wanderer. The three drake
Mandarin Ducks at Friars Park
performed their usual
disappearing act after the 11th
and were not to be seen again
during the first half of the year.
There was an interesting report of
four Bewick’s Swans on Wallasea
on the 13th.  A Short-eared Owl

was on Two Tree Island on the
16th and a Long-eared Owl was
noted at one site in the south on
one date mid-month. The Corn
Bunting flock on Wallasea peaked
this month at an impressive 300
on the 17th whilst next day 100
Corn Buntings were counted at
an inland field near Rochford
which has been left fallow in
readiness for becoming a housing
estate in the near future.
Remarkably this one field also
held 20 Yellowhammers, 10 Reed
Buntings, and 30 Skylarks.  At
Wakering Stairs two Pale-bellied
Brent Geese were reported on
the 18th. Short-eared Owl
numbers remained fairly steady
on Wallasea throughout the
month with eight counted on the
19th.  Also present throughout
the month were four Marsh
Harriers, two ringtail Hen
Harriers, seven Kestrels, two
Merlins, three Peregrines, a
Barn Owl, and the ever popular
juvenile Rough-legged Buzzard.
The flock of six Barnacle Geese
appeared back on Bowers Marsh
on the 21st where they were seen
through to the 25th although
they still went missing on the
24th when they visited West
Canvey Marsh. The only Great
Northern Diver of the month
showed well off the Pier on the
21st.  An immature Glaucous
Gull was at Bowers Marsh on the
22nd with two immature birds
present on the adjacent tip on
the 24th. Both birds commuted
between the tip and Holehaven
Creek to roost through to the 5th
February.  A flock of nine Lesser
Redpolls perched up in a silver
birch along Prittlebrook in Leigh
for a short while on the 25th
when both a Weasel and a
Muntjac showed well on Hadleigh
Downs.  A Dartford Warbler was
an excellent find in Gunners Park
on the 26th and was the first
record in the area for eight years.
Frustratingly it was only seen
briefly but was well photographed
but to everyone’s relief it was
refound in a different area of
Gunners Park on the 30th keeping
company with some of the six
Stonechats wintering there.
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Remarkably the finder of the
Dartford Warbler went on to find
and photograph two male Serins
in Gunners Park on the 29th. They
proved hugely popular during
their prolonged stay and were last
reported on the 21st March. They
could even be heard singing
regularly towards the end of their
stay. Interestingly a lady
subsequently forwarded some
photos of the Serins which she
had taken a few days earlier on
the 25th unsure of what they
were! A slightly tricky larus was
photographed on Pitsea Tip on
the 31st and showed a suite of
characteristics to suggest a
Kumlien’s type Iceland Gull
although there may have been a
small element of impurity about
it; the jury is still out! Blackcaps
ended the month with a flourish
with at least three birds in
Benfleet and singles in North
Shoebury, Canewdon, Coombe
Wood, and Leigh.

February
The month began with an
unconfirmed report of a Glossy
Ibis at Wat Tyler C.P. on the 2nd.
The Lesser Redpolls in Hockley
Woods regrouped this month
with a flock of 32 on the 3rd
when Goldcrest numbers had
increased to a paltry six and two
Treecreepers remained. The two
immature Glaucous Gulls
continued to be noted through to
the 5th with a single thereafter
remaining throughout the month
and continuing to commute
between Pitsea Tip and
Holehaven Creek. The Thames still
held little of note although two
Red-throated Divers and a Great
Northern Diver were off the Pier
on the 6th whilst on the 8th a
Slavonian Grebe drifted out past
Gunners Park and three Eider
were off Wakering Stairs.
Short-eared Owl numbers on
Wallasea fell away slightly this
month with six recorded on the
8th.  Also on Wallasea the juvenile
Rough-legged Buzzard continued
its presence along with two
Marsh Harriers, one ringtail Hen
Harrier, a Sparrowhawk, five
Kestrels, two Merlins,

a Peregrine, and three Barn Owls.
Just two Chiffchaffs were seen
this month with singles on
Benfleet Downs on the 9th and in
Priory Park on the 13th. By
contrast Blackcap numbered four
which included the three still in
Benfleet and a single still in Leigh.
Last month’s Dartford Warbler
was claimed again on the 9th and
10th in Gunners Park where the
two Serins continued to perform
to the crowds all month. Bowers
Marsh hosted the first Common
Sandpiper of the year on the
10th along with two Ruff and
twenty Snipe. The Shag was seen
again on the Pier on the 11th but
the estuary continued to remain
unusually quiet. Bowers Marsh
held a respectable 60 Snipe on
the 14th and an unseasonal
gathering of five Green
Sandpipers the following day. The
flock of Lesser Redpoll in Hockley
Woods now numbered forty on
the 15th and also held within
their midst a Mealy Redpoll. The
wintering Firecrest was proving
elusive but was noted on the 15th
and 19th this month. The pair of
Nuthatch in Belfairs Woods were
recorded for the last time on the
15th but only due to lack of
observer effort subsequently.
Despite significant effort in
Hockley Woods there were again
no records of Nuthatch since the
last bird which was seen in April
2013.  A Red Admiral brightened
up the day in Leigh on the 18th
where the sunshine held promise
of a not too distant spring.  A
Long-eared Owl was again seen
on one date at one site in the
south. The only Red Kite of the
month was reported over
Rochford on the 21st.
The pair of Coal Tits in
Hockley Woods were
loosely joined by a third
bird on the 22nd and
23rd.  A Water Vole showed
well on Two Tree Island
on the 24th when the
Red Admiral was
busy sunning itself
again in Leigh.  

An Adder on Hadleigh Downs on
the 27th was unsurprisingly the
first of the year.

March
The white-wingers put in another
appearance early on in the month
with the immature Glaucous
Gull roosting at Holehaven on
the 2nd and the problematic
immature Iceland Gull there the
next day. Small Tortoiseshell,
Red Admiral, and Peacock were all
noted during the opening week
of the week. The over-wintering
Firecrest in Hockley Woods was
seen for the final time on the
5th.  A Glossy Ibis was reportedly
seen on Two Tree Island on the
8th but eluded the locals who
arrived quickly on scene.  At least
one Red Kite wandered around
the Southend and Leigh area on
the 8th when there was an
apparent influx across Essex.  
A Long-eared Owl was again
noted at a site in the south on
the 8th. The strengthening sun
encouraged five Adders and four
Common Lizards out on West
Canvey Marsh on the 12th and a
newly arrived Black Redstart was
reported along the foreshore at
Gunners Park.  At dusk on the
12th a pair of Tawny Owls were
dueting at Rayleigh Mount. The
first returning Chiffchaff was
back on territory and singing on
Benfleet Downs on the 13th with
a further seventeen holding
territory across the area by the
month’s end.  A drake Goosander

Bittern (Sam shippey)
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Serin (Peter triston)

was a surprise find on Bowers
Marsh on the 14th although it
only stayed for a short while only
to be reported the next day from
Vange Marsh where it again only
stopped briefly.  A Bittern at
Vange Marsh on the 16th was
unexpected and may have been a
transient bird relocating through
the country as it was not seen
subsequently.  A Blackcap passed
through a Leigh garden on the
18th whilst three could still be
found in gardens in South
Benfleet. The solar eclipse on the
20th may have been a
disappointment but it did
produce the only male Hen
Harrier of the winter which
appeared momentarily confused
as it considered roosting at Vange
Marsh. Two Sand Martins passing
through there at the same time
were particularly early given the
unfavourable weather and cold
temperatures. The 20th held a
few more surprises in the shape of
a Woodcock sitting out on a
Prittlewell lawn and a Red Kite
over Wallasea. The two Serins in
Gunners Park were noted for the
last time on the 21st.  A drake
Scaup visited West Canvey Marsh
on the 21st and 22nd and was
‘the real deal’ this time after
numerous reports which had
misidentified the over-wintering
Aythya hybrid.  After almost
giving up hope this year, a female
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was
finally found in Hockley Woods
from the 22nd to the 27th.
Unfortunately no male was seen
this spring and so the fear is that
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker will
go the same way as Nuthatch in
Hockley Woods and become
locally extinct next year.
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Another Black Redstart was
reported on the 22nd in Southend
but again managed to avoid the
local yearlisters.  A migrant
Firecrest put in a brief
appearance in Gunners Park on
the 23rd. Red Kites passed over
Two Tree Island on the 23rd and
Paglesham on the 26th. Good
numbers of Short-eared Owls
persisted with singles on Two Tree
Island and at South Fambridge
along with four still on Wallasea
on the 27th.  Also present on
Wallasea at this time were four
Barn Owls, a ringtail Hen Harrier,
three Marsh Harriers, a Merlin,
a Peregrine, and the site faithful
juvenile Rough-legged Buzzard.
Hockley Woods yielded a
Woodcock and four Treecreepers
on the 27th being the last time
that the Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker was seen.  A
Brimstone through a Rochford
garden on the 27th brought to
four the number of butterfly
species for the year.  An Osprey
flying low upriver past Canvey
Point on the 29th was the
unexpected highlight of an
otherwise uneventful seawatch.
Yet another Red Kite was seen
from Wat Tyler C.P. over Vange
Wick on the 30th when the first
Blackcaps were back holding
territory at Rayleigh Mount.
The month ended with an
unconfirmed sighting of Glossy
Ibis at Wat Tyler C.P. on the
31st where an early Swallow
passed through along with
another at Rochford.

April
The first Wheatears of the year
were two reported from Bowers
Marsh on the 2nd.  A Merlin
flashed past Fleet Head on the
3rd when the first two Sandwich
Terns of the year passed Canvey
Point. The following day saw the
last Red-throated Divers of the
winter when three flew East off
Gunners Park as did a Gannet
whilst two House Martins were
claimed over Vange Marsh.  Also
off Gunners Park were the first
Common Terns of the year on the
5th on the day which saw the
final appearance of the juvenile

Rough-legged Buzzard at
Wallasea where four Short-eared
Owls could still be found with
one lingering into May. The 6th
saw a Red Kite over Battlesbridge
along with limited signs of wader
passage when two Spotted
Redshanks and three Green
Sandpipers dropped in to Vange
Marsh.  A Black-necked Grebe
was a pleasant find at Bowers
Marsh on the 6th; it remained
into May and was joined by a
second bird for several days
mid-month.  At Bowers Marsh on
the 9th the erratic immature
Glaucous Gull was seen for the
last time despite several claims
subsequently by those unfamiliar
with the multitude of hybrids and
leucistic individuals frequenting
Pitsea Tip and its environs.
Gunners Park experienced a small
fall of migrants in the rain on the
9th with a long overdue
Wheatear, four Fieldfares, three
Redwings, eight Song Thrushes,
and a male Brambling which was
surprisingly the first of the year,
whilst a Red Kite was reported
over Daws Heath the same day.
The first Willow Warbler was
singing on Two Tree Island from
the 10th where a Short-eared
Owl was also reported. Wallasea
hosted twenty Yellow Wagtails,
twenty Pied Wagtails, and two
White Wagtails on the 12th and
the Merlin was recorded there for
the final time.  A Short-eared
Owl at Gunners Park on the 12th
was an interesting record of an
apparent migrant. Little Ringed
Plovers arrived back at Bowers
Marsh on the 13th with others
noted this month at Lower
Raypits and Wallasea with Bowers
Marsh also playing host to a
Common Sandpiper. Meanwhile
on Two Tree Island on the 13th
the first Cuckoo was heard. The
following day the familiar and
welcome sound of a reeling
Grasshopper Warbler came from
the west end of Two Tree Island
and a Red Kite was patrolling the
nearby Hadleigh Downs. The
highlight of the month, and not
altogether unexpected, was the
pair of Black-winged Stilts found
on Bowers Marsh on the 14th.

Best Annual Bird Report
1992-95

1997

2000 (3rd =)

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk
Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122
1

They were present until the 21st
although did go missing several
times and tantalised with
thoughts of what may happen,
but just as they appeared to be
settled for the summer they
moved on, perhaps to Cliffe. The
immature Iceland Gull was seen
for the one and only time this
month when it came to roost at
Holehaven on the 15th. The first
Whimbrel was noted at Lower
Raypits on the 15th and the first
Hobby flew across Two Tree
Island on the 16th when a flock
of five summer plumaged Little
Gulls flew by Gunners Park.  A
pair of Ring Ouzels proved
popular at West Canvey Marsh
from the 16th to the 18th and
were a good spring record as
were two Black Terns following
a ship upriver off Canvey on the
17th. The last remaining Hen
Harrier on Wallasea was seen for
the one and only time this
month on the 19th when by
contrast, a Whinchat there was
the first of the year. There was an

unseasonal high count of three
Short-eared Owls claimed at
Wakering Stairs on the 19th.
Nightingales duly arrived back
from the 22nd with two on
Canvey Wick; additional sightings
included three at Wakering Stairs
and one at Wat Tyler C.P. before
the end of the month.  A
Spoonbill was reported from
Bowers Marsh briefly on the 23rd
when two more White Wagtails
were found, this time in Gunners
Park.  A drake Garganey was
reported from Bowers Marsh on
the 24th but remained hidden
until early May. It was pleasing
to note four Turtle Doves at
Wakering Stairs on the 25th
although here is rapidly becoming
the last bastion of this much
declined visitor.  A smart male
Redstart was a good find in
Gunners Park on the 26th where
two Ring Ouzels also spent most
of the day.  A trip of three
Dotterel spent just one hour on
Wallasea on the 26th where at
least one Arctic Tern was also

singled out.  An early stroll along
the seawall at Wallasea on the
27th was rewarded with a
Montagu’s Harrier lifting up out
of the grass and four Wheatears
were also present along with a
further three in Gunners Park, two
at Wakering Stairs, and five others
across the area.  A male Redstart
was claimed on the 28th from
Wallasea when another
Grasshopper Warbler was found
reeling on Canvey Wick on the
28th and two Willow Warblers
were also singing. The Montagu’s
Harrier on Wallasea was possibly
seen again on the 29th. Small
Coppers and Holly Blue brought
the number of butterfly species
up to twelve this month along
with odonata represented by
Large Red Damselfly and Hairy
Dragonfly. The last day of the
month saw two Whinchat and
an escaped Cape Shelduck at
Bowers Marsh and a Garden
Warbler and Common
Sandpiper on Two Tree Island.

Wat Tyler and Vange Marsh by Andrew Cox
November
On the 3rd at Wat Tyler there were
three Marsh Harriers, a Peregrine,
Kestrel, two Black-tail Godwits,
seven Snipe, a Dunlin, 14 Little
Grebes, a Yellow-legged Gull and
30 Goldfinches. Marsh Harriers
were recorded throughout, with a
maximum of three on several
dates.  A ringtail Hen Harrier was
recorded from Bowers Marsh on
the 4th.
The regular Glossy Ibis appeared
on the 6th, in addition to a
Common Buzzard, and again on
the 11th when it was joined by
two Bitterns, a single having been
seen the day before. One or 2 were
seen regularly until the month’s
end.
Wildfowl on the 13th included
30 Gadwall, 15 Teal, 25 Wigeon
and 20 Pochard; with 11 Snipe
and a Green Sandpiper also here.
Next day there was a Peregrine,
three Water Rails and 20

Black-tailed Godwits. The Glossy
Ibis came into roost again on the
15th when other notable records
included a Sparrowhawk, two
Kestrels at least two Water Rails,
20 Black-tailed Godwits (across
the road on Pitsea Marsh), two
Snipe, a Kingfisher and Green
Woodpecker; while at least 2000
Starlings put on a late afternoon
display before going to roost in the
reeds.
The only records from Vange
Marsh were also on the 15theight Black-tail Godwits, a Ruff,
20 Snipe, four Bearded Tits and
two Stonechats.
A Kingfisher was seen again at
Wat Tyler on the 16th when a
Snow Goose was also reported,
doubtless the individual recorded
on and off over the last couple of
years. Peregrines were seen on the
17th and 25th and a Kingfisher on
the 22nd. Water Rails featured
regularly late in the month while

two Bullfinches on the 27th were
a welcome record for Wat Tyler, as
was a Merlin, reported on the
29th.

December
A Sparrowhawk and three Marsh
Harriers were noted from Wat
Tyler on the 2nd, with 26
Gadwall and 65 Pochard
counted.  A Bittern was seen on
the 3rd; two Marsh Harriers
appeared each day on the 5th and
6th.  A Bittern was seen again on
the 7th when other species noted
included Great-crested Grebe,
seven Little Grebes, two Kestrels,
at least two Water Rails, seven
Black-tailed Godwits, a Spotted
Redshank and a Kingfisher.
Two Bitterns were reported on
the 12th, with two Marsh
Harriers also recorded. Marsh
Harrier numbers increased to 5
on the 20th with at least one bird
being recorded regularly until the
65
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end of the month. Sparrowhawk,
Kestrel, 24 Pochard, Water Rail
and Green Sandpiper were also
here on this date.
Vange Marsh on the 28th saw
500 Wigeon scattered across
the flood; smaller numbers of
Shoveler, Teal and Mallard
comprised the other wildfowl
present. There were five Snipe and
six Common Redshanks, with
Curlew and Green Sandpiper also
seen. Peregrine, Sparrowhawk
and Kestrel were noted at Wat
Tyler on this date as were 11
Black-tail Godwits, two Water
Rails, three Chiffchaffs and a
Goldcrest.  A Bittern was seen
at Vange on the 30th and again
at Wat Tyler on the 31st when
60 Shoveler and 142 Coots
were counted.

January
A Grey Wagtail and two Marsh
Harriers were seen on the 2nd
when the Bittern from the end of
2014 also put in an appearance.
This was seen again next day but
not reported subsequently.
The next couple of weeks
reported little of note but Vange
Marsh on the 16th held Marsh
Harrier, eight Pintail, 24 Snipe,
a Green Sandpiper and 20 Pied
Wagtails. Peregrine and Water
Rail were logged from Wat Tyler
on the 18th and notably a
Bearded Tit. These seem to have
been scarce so far this winter.
Two Marsh Harriers appeared
on the 23rd.
Back at Vange on the 20th were
seven Pintail in addition to larger
numbers of Mallard, Teal,

Pintail (George brown)
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Shoveler, Gadwall and
particularly Wigeon.  At least
50 Snipe flushed from the flood
and a Green Sandpiper was seen
again. Common Redshank and
Curlew were noted. Two Marsh
Harriers included a well marked
adult female sporting a lovely
copper coloured tail; the other was
an immature bird. Common
Buzzard and Kestrel were other
birds of prey seen and a Water
Rail called unseen. Small birds
included at least ten Meadow
Pipits, Grey Wagtail, male and
female Stonechats and a male
Reed Bunting, already wearing the
black head feathers of spring. Later
in the afternoon, at Wat Tyler, two
more Marsh Harriers graced the
reed beds, an adult male and what
appeared to be another adult
female, this one showing plain
brown tail feathers. Fourteen
Moorhens gathered on the grass
verge at the rear of the scrape.
Twelve Pintails (six male and six
female) were reported from Vange
Marsh on the 29th in addition to
20 Gadwall and 30 Shoveler.  A
Marsh Harrier was also present.

February
Wat Tyler on the 1st produced
typical wildfowl and waderMallard, Teal, Gadwall, Pochard,
Lapwing, Curlew, Common
Redshank; in addition to seven
Black-tailed Godwits and a
Kestrel. Next day the Glossy Ibis
reappeared briefly, with two
Marsh Harriers and a Merlin also
here. The last named perched upon
a fence post at the back of the
scrape. Two Marsh Harriers and

a Kestrel were seen on the 6th
while a Bittern was reported on
the 8th.
Records from Vange Marsh on
the 8th comprised Marsh Harrier
(immature male), Buzzard,
Kestrel, 125 Wigeon, five Pintail,
20 Pochard, 55 Snipe, two Green
Sandpipers and two Song
Thrushes. These last were singing.
Come the 14th, sightings
included Kestrel, Great-crested
Grebe, six Pintail (four males and
two females), a solitary Avocet, at
least 80 Lapwing, 36 Snipe, and
30 Black-tail Godwits (these
flew in a flock around the flood
before disappearing to the creek
beyond the old tip). Passerines
included 14 Meadow Pipits, Grey
Wagtail, two pinging Bearded
Tits and a pair of Reed Buntings.
Round at Wat Tyler on this date
were two Marsh Harriers (adult
female and immature), Peregrine
and two Water Rails.
Another visit to Vange on the
21st saw three Pintail, two
Oystercatchers, three
Stonechats (male and two
females) and a Grey Wagtail
present. Reports for the 24th here
comprised Marsh Harrier, two
Kestrels, 100+ Teal, 40 Shoveler,
four Pintail, 50+ Wigeon, 40
Snipe, 16 Avocets, four Curlews
and two Green Sandpipers.
Three Marsh Harriers and two
Green Woodpeckers were seen
at Wat Tyler on the 21st.

March
Marsh Harrier and Kingfisher
showed at Wat Tyler on the 7th,
with Marsh Harrier and Kestrel
seen next day, when five Little
Grebes, four Pintail (two pairs),
34 Snipe, three Cettis Warblers
and two Reed Buntings were
seen at Vange Marsh.
Marsh Harrier and Buzzard
appeared at Vange on the 11th,
while next day there, 27 Avocet,
15 Black-tail Godwit, 12
Common Redshank, seven
Curlew and a Dunlin comprised
wading birds noted along with a
Mediterranean Gull and a
Kingfisher.
Among the wildfowl at Vange
on the 15th were 44 Shoveler, 56

Best Annual Bird Report
1992-95

1997

2000 (3rd =)

Published by

www.ebws.org.uk
Printed by
Healeys Print Group, Unit 10, The Sterling Complex, Farthing Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 5AP. Tel: (01473) 461122
1

Wigeon, two Pintail and a male
Goosander, which dropped in for
20 minutes or so before heading
off North-East. Waders included
ten Avocet, ten Lapwing, three
Black-tailed Godwit, 20 Snipe,
at least four Common Redshank
and two Green Sandpipers. There
were also Kestrel, Kingfisher,
two Water Rails and two
Bearded Tits.
Round at Wat Tyler on this date
were two Great-crested Grebes,
at least four Little Grebes, three
Marsh Harriers, a Peregrine, a
male Kestrel, 22 Black-tailed
Godwits, a Greenshank and a
Bearded Tit.
Back at Vange on the 23rd there
were 100+ Teal, 60+ Shoveler,
40+ Wigeon, ten Gadwall, two
Pintail (pair), eight Shelduck, 15
Avocet, 40 Black-tailed Godwit,
a Greenshank, three Green
Sandpiper, four Oystercatcher,
13 Curlew, a Ruff, 35 Common
Redshank and two Marsh
Harriers.
Towards the end of the month,
on the 27th, at Wat Tyler, two
Ospreys were reported passing
over at high altitude; in addition
were 15 Black-tailed Godwit,
five Curlew, three Green
Woodpecker, Kingfisher and
25 Fieldfares.  At Vange on this
date were three Marsh Harriers,
Peregrine, 50 Shoveler, four
Water Rail, 13 Black-tailed
Godwit, ten Avocet, at least
six Snipe, at least four Common
Redshank, two Green Sandpiper
and three Reed Buntings.
Records from Wat Tyler on the
last days of the month included
Peregrine on the 30th, with
Marsh Harrier, Glossy Ibis,
Bearded Tit and the first Swallow
on the 31st.

at least four Snipe, two Common
Redshank, a Black-tailed Godwit
and a Green Sandpiper. Two
Bearded Tits were at Wat Tyler
on the 3rd.
Vange Marsh on the 6th held
60 plus Shoveler, 18 Avocet, four
Snipe, three Green Sandpipers,
two Spotted Redshanks, 20
Black-tailed Godwits, three Ruff,
Peregrine and Sparrowhawk.
Peregrine and Marsh Harrier
were seen at Wat Tyler next day.
Two Wigeon were of interest
at Vange on the 10th. Other
wildfowl included Teal, Shoveler,
Gadwall and Mallard. Three
Marsh Harriers and a Kestrel
were seen as were 17 Blacktailed Godwits, a male Ruff,
a Spotted Redshank, two
Greenshanks, five plus Swallows,
50 Sand Martins and a Reed
Bunting. Next day 20 Blacktailed Godwits were counted,
with five Avocets, the male Ruff,
five Snipe, a Jack Snipe and
three Sparrowhawks.
Sparrowhawk, Marsh Harrier
and Peregrine were at Wat Tyler
on the 13th, with five Bearded
Tits and four Reed Buntings at
Vange next day.
Staying at Vange on the 16th
records included 20 Black-tailed
Godwits, three Snipe, three
Green Sandpipers, two Spotted
Redshanks, 30 Shoveler, eight
Wigeon, a Common Tern, two
Sedge Warblers and six Bearded
Tits. Next day a quick after work
visit brought two Great-crested
Grebes, Marsh Harrier, a female
Merlin, two Little Ringed Plovers,
two Snipe, four Black-tailed

Godwits and a selection of
hirundines, mainly Sand Martins
with a few Swallows and the odd
House Martin.  A Cuckoo was
reported from Wat Tyler.
Two Goosanders were at Vange
on the 19th, with eight Spotted
Redshanks and a Greenshank
next day.
A Water Rail called from Wat
Tyler on the 23rd when Vange
held 20 Black-tailed Godwits,
18 Greenshanks and three
Common Terns.
Two days later wildfowl at
Vange included five Wigeon, six
Teal, five Shoveler, five Gadwall
and two Pochard. There were at
least two Little Grebes and
records of Marsh Harrier
(immature male), Sparrowhawk,
Kestrel and Cuckoo. Waders
included two Oystercatchers,
four Avocets, four Snipe, seven
Black-tailed Godwits, at least
four Greenshanks and five
Spotted Redshank.  A good
variety of passerines included
four Meadow Pipits, a Yellow
Wagtail, seven plus Swallows,
fifty plus Sand Martins, seven
singing Cettis Warblers, 13 Reed
Warblers, eight Sedge Warblers,
Common Whitethroat, Linnet,
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, at least
seven Bearded Tits and five
Reed Buntings.
Towards the month’s end
records from Wat Tyler included
two Hobby, Marsh Harrier,
Common Tern, Swift and six
Bearded Tits on the 27th, Water
Rails on the 28th and 30th with
a Kingfisher noted on the
latter date.

April
A female Marsh Harrier at Wat
Tyler on the 2nd was joined by
three Great-crested Grebes,
six Little Grebes, two Water
Rails and a male Bearded Tit.  
An immature male Marsh Harrier
appeared at Vange on this date;
two Water Rails were present
here too in addition to 50 Teal,
two Oystercatcher, six Avocet,

Male Teal (Richard Allen)
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THE
ESSEX BIRD REPORT
The Barn Owl nest box that Richard Stanley made and handed over
2011
to Rosalind Gourgey – Sustainability Adviser, at the MOD Police
HQ at Wethersfield. It will beEditor:
erected on the outside of one of the
Graham Smith
Dutch Barns over near the woods
by the new on-site contractors.
Art Editor: S. Patient
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