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where does the year go to, another new year has 
arrived and i hope your bird lists for 2016 are well 
and truly started by now (if steve has his way i know 
ours will be!) we have a poem in the topic of ‘listing’ 
which i hope will make you smile. 

Profits from the Conservation event in March will 
be shared between The north Thames gull group 
(nTgg) and Black-tailed godwit colour ringing 
project. with that in mind Paul roper has written a 
superb follow up from his article in issue 124, so you 
can see what great work they are doing at nTgg. 
This article updates on Black Headed, Herring and 
Lesser Black-backed gulls, and in the next issue he 
will update on great Black-back and Caspian and 
Yellow-legged gulls. i hope you agree this is a very 
worthy cause for us to give our support to. 
dr Jennifer gill, who works on the Black-tailed 
godwit project, gave us a talk at our March 2015 
meeting and you can read gerry’s write up in issue 
126. dr gill is one of our speakers at the conference; 
a full agenda for this is printed on page 8.

 as we have tried to do in the previous few issues, 
we have a couple of articles from reserves that we 
will be visiting in the next few months – rye 
Harbour (february) and Old Lodge reserve (June). 
hopefully these articles whet your appetite to join 
us on a field trip.  although getting up early on a 
sunday for the drive to chelmsford does not suit us 
all, you can then go back to sleep on the coach and 
wake at the breakfast stop (i do!)  This issue will be 
out after our field trip to fingringhoe wick but i 
hope you enjoy the update following the breach of 
the sea-wall, which has resulted in a salt water 
lagoon and a new 360° hide. 

we have some thought provoking articles, one 
being about the Hen Harrier day by John smart and 
another on Conservation by simon Tonkin; we are 

editorial 
 Lesley Collinsn 

hopeful that this will become a regular slot  
from simon. 

we are also pleased to announce that EBws 
members will be helping Jeff Martin with the essex 
tawny Owl survey. we have a few details on page 
15 with more to appear on the website as we get 
them (activities tab) we are also hoping for regular 
updates on this from Jeff.

never far away in any issue is a birding trip abroad, 
and in this issue we have the continuation of John 
and diana camp’s Falklands trip – every bit as 
enjoyable as part 1. i have also had the time to write 
up our Canada trip as promised – i left steve to add 
in all the birds we saw! it was lovely to recall the 
great time we had and i hope you enjoy reading it.

now a plea.... for more photographs on our website 
please, especially from the south of the county! we 
are really pleased to be able to use so many of your 
colour photos in Essex Birding now and we are 
choosing from those that have appeared on the 
website. on the subject of photography, please see 
page 9 to find details of our first photography 
competition, and also details of our first eBws 
Birdathon race. full terms and conditions can  
be found at the back of the magazine and also on 
the website.

we are really pleased that Judith ross offered to 
provide recent sightings in the dengie, especially as 
we have lost a few areas recently, please let us know 
if you would like to provide a report of recent 
sightings in some of the areas of the county that  
we are missing.

lastly, we now have a generic email: 
essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com this will be 
monitored by the members of the executive 
committee and can be used for any of your letters, 
comments or questions about society matters. 

Tree Swallows at Frank Lake Conservation Area, Calgary (lEslEy collins)

2

EBS Journal no127 pp.indd   2 19/1/16   09:22:25



Contents 
 summer/Autumn 2015n

Please note that opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of 
the society, Trustees, officers or Executive committee.

printer swallowtail Print ltd, drayton industrial Park, Taverham road, drayton, norwich, 
norfolk nr8 6rl. Telephone: 01603 868862. www.swallowtailprint.co.uk

publisher The Essex Birdwatching society.

Front cover illustration hen harrier by richard allen.

society Logo  Barge and Brent skein by richard hull

editor details steve and lesley collins, 37 springham drive, colchester co4 5fn. 
Telephone 07733 003048 (after 7pm). Email: stephencollins247@btinternet.com  
or lesleydc21@gmail.com

editorial 2
lesley collins 
Chairman’s watchpoint 4
gerry Johnson
notice of 2016 Annual general Meeting 5
news and information 6
Margaret’s Musings 7 
by EBws President Margaret Mitchell 
Archivist report 7 
by Terry Jeffries 
Migration – Out of Africa 8 
agenda
eBws photography Competition 9
eBws Birdathon 9
A Falkland’s Odyssey 10 
John and diana camp
Conservation 14 
simon Tonkin
essex tawny Owl 15 
Jeff Martin
An update of Colour ringed gulls from 
pitsea Landfill site essex 16 
Paul roper – north Thames gull group
Correspondence 19
‘the List’ 19 
a poem by arnold hitchon
rye Harbour nature reserve 20
Barry yates
indoor Meetings 22 
gerry Johnson
Field trips 26
Hen Harrier day 32 
John smart
ewt Fingringhoe wick Visitor Centre 33
Alberta 34 
lesley and steve collins

programme of 2016 38
Old Lodge nature reserve 39 
Mark Monk-Terry

Birding For All 41
Bird reports 42
Abberton reservoir 42 
david wimpress 

dengie peninsula 46 
Judith ross

Foulness 48 
dr chris lewis

Hanningfield reservoir 49 
david ackfield

Langdon Hills and thameside nature park 52 
andrew cox &  
southend rsPB website (graham Mee)

Mersea island 55 
steve Entwistle

Metropolitan essex 57 
howard Vaughan

north east essex 58 
dr simon cox

rspB rainham Marshes 62 
howard Vaughan

southend area 63 
Paul Baker

wat tyler and Vange Marsh 68 
andrew cox

eBws photography Competition and  
eBws Birdathon rules 71

3

EBS Journal no127 pp.indd   3 19/1/16   09:22:29



through the superb efforts of the executive 
Committee the society will be holding its  
3rd Conservation Conference on saturday  
19th March 2016 at writtle College’s, 
northumberland Lecture theatre.  
This conference has the title of Migration – Out  
of Africa, but it will also include so much more  
with species from outside of africa.  amongst the 
excellent speakers we have professor ian newton 
OBe, Frs, Frse, with the full list of top quality 
speakers and interesting subjects being covered 
shown later in this issue of Essex Birding.  attendance 
is restricted to just 100 delegates maximum and, 
with the extensive advertising, places are, as 
expected, going quickly. Therefore to avoid 
disappointment members are encouraged to book 
places early with secretary Louise and John sykes 
(01245 355132) or Vice chairman steve Collins 
(07733 003048). Tickets are amazingly just £15.00 
each for the full day, including the ‘light’ sandwich 
lunch, and are being snapped up fast.  accompanied 
juniors under 16 are only £5.00 just to cover the 
lunch cost. 

with very grateful thanks to grOUnd COntrOL 
Ltd., of Billericay who are kindly sponsoring two of 
the speakers, the proceeds of the conference will to 
be divided for two quite different but equally 
important conservation projects. one being The 
North Thames Gull Group, who with paul roper 
have been carrying out extensive research through 
capturing and processing of gulls at key sites in 
Essex along the Thames corridor every winter to 
establish where they come from and how long they 
live, etc. over many years they have built up 
considerable data for species such as Black-headed 
gull, herring gull, great and lesser Black-backed 
gull as well as less common gulls like yellow-legged, 
Mediterranean, caspian and the rarer Kumlien’s. The 
second benefactor will be the Black-tailed Godwit 
project which is achieving real meaningful 
migration data following the first 26 years of 
ongoing surveying lead by dr Jennifer gill with an 
army of dedicated observers in Essex, iceland, across 
mainland Europe and north africa. 

in the lecture Theatre foyer there will be  
exhibits and displays from many other supporting 
wildlife organisations covering many interests for 
you to view during registration, during the lunch 
break and after the conference.

The conservation projects for Turtle doves and 
Kestrels, benefactors from our two previous 
conservation conferences, are proceeding well,  
but we cannot be complacent. if you know of a 
site that can be managed for Turtle doves and/ 
or you know where additional Kestrel nest boxes 
might be erected, please contact a member of  
the Executive committee with the details. 

if you have a passion for a specific species or 
‘group’ of birds and have ideas what actions can 
be undertaken to achieve some positive and 
meaningful conservation please forward them  
to the secretary for future consideration.

you still have the opportunity to purchase a 
2016 society calendar, but only a few remain  
so you will need to be quick. including the cover 
this calendar depicts thirteen splendid images  
by Alan Knight, of some of our well know  
and frequently seen birds. The calendars can  
be obtained from sales goods organiser  
peter dwyer (01787 476524).

our annual general Meeting is just around the 
corner and i would be more than pleased to 
receive all nominations for the positions on the 
Executive committee, no later than the middle of 
february. Please see the full list of positions on the 
agM agenda later in this Essex Birding. no 
experience necessary, just a willingness to become 
involved and join a positive group of members 
that wish to move the society still further forward 
based on the success of what has already been 
achieved; on new and wider platforms. if you are  
a little unsure about full commitment then why 
not start as an assistant to the committee? 

at times like this when there is a plan to grow 
the society further in many directions across the 
county, i cannot help but wonder what it takes to 
nudge members to become involved? Might it be 
when our splendid website is not maintained, or 
when the annual Essex Bird Report fails to get 
produced due to the lack of an Editor(s), which 
then shakes members into action? But please let’s 
not get to that unacceptable position. 

finally, congratulations to Editors Lesley and 
steve Collins on this winter/spring issue of Essex 
Birding and thank everyone for the interesting 
articles, quality artwork, photographs, area 
reports, etc. as submitted by our members.  
Enjoy the journal and have a great 2016. 

Chairman’s watchpoint
 gerry Johnsonn 
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notice of 2016 Annual general Meeting
to be held on Friday 4th March 2016, in the Hall at the Quaker Meeting House, rainsford road, 
Chelmsford, CM1 2QL – commencing 19:30. 

Agenda topics
 1. apologies for absence
 2. Minutes of the annual general Meeting held on 6th March 2015
 3. Matters arising from the previous year’s annual general Meeting 
 4. report of the Executive committee for 2015, presented by the chairman
 5. Presentation of the 2015 audited accounts, presented by the Treasurer
 6. Election of hon. President for 2016
 7. Election of hon.  auditor for 2016
 8. Election of hon. solicitor for 2016
 9. Election of hon. officers for 2016
 10. Election of any new Trustee(s) 
 11. Election of up to ten additional members as assistants to the Executive committee 
 12. Proposal(s) for adoption by the members
 13. address by society President 
 14. close of annual general Meeting, followed by an illustrated lecture

can all members of the committee (officers and assistants) who have not already done so, please advise 
gerry Johnson, by the end of January 2016 latest, if they propose to nominate for the same and/or any other 
positions. if nOt advised it will be taken that you do nOt wish to nominate again for 2016–2017.

what is the role of an Assistant?
Becoming an assistant is a great way of helping the society run smoothly without having to commit the 
amount of time that holding an officer post requires. 

 you would be more than welcome to attend committee meetings, but this is not essential. we may ask you to 
provide a brief report prior to the committee meetings if you are assisting with a specific task.

what could you be asked to assist with? Perhaps helping out at the indoor meetings – meet & greet, help take 
the entrance money or in the kitchen during the break. we might ask you to help distribute posters and leaflets 
in your local area, or even help with the printing (costs are repaid). you could help at the event stands that we 
attend throughout the year, or at the conference – where there are always plenty of tasks to be done! you may 
also have an idea of a particular role that you would like to help with, everything is open to discussion and this 
is an evolving role. 

Please consider becoming an assistant and if you are interested let gerry Johnson know as soon as possible 
before the 4th March agM on 07775 663166 (after 7pm).

essex Bird report
graham smith has informed the committee that he will step down as Editor of the Essex Bird Report once the 
2014 report has been completed (2013 report will be at the printers next month). 

The role does not have to be taken by just one person, and this could be something you feel able to do with 
co-editors. Maybe you feel you could help by being a section editor.

if you are interested please contact gerry Johnson for more details on 07775 663166 (after 7pm).
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Hanningfield reservoir 
permits
as members will have seen from 
the information in the annual 
Essex Bird Report the society 
(EBws) has a formal 
arrangement with Essex & 
suffolk water company (E&sw) 
regarding a small number of 
permits for EBws members that 
visit the hanningfield reservoir 
site on a regular basis. The 
issuing of these permits by 
E&sw to the advised chosen 
EBws members, is considered a 
very special ‘privilege’ and they 
must be used as such to their full 
potential, by active recipients, 
for the regular recording and 
constant monitoring of the birds 
at the hanningfield reservoir 
site. This is the reason stipulated 
by the water company for the 
permits issue, which are being 
monitored to a higher level.

The ten permits have been 
distributed at the discretion of 
Executive committee based on 
continued information and 
guidance received from the 
recorders.  all permits are 
reviewed and renewed on the 
basis that regular records have 
been submitted to the EBws 
recorder, unless there are 
mitigating circumstances. while 
the majority of permit holders 
comply with this condition of 
issue, and do submit regular data 
for the hanningfield reservoir 
site, unfortunately there is a 
minority that do not, which has 
been brought to the Executive 
committee’s attention by 
E&sw.

Please be advised that should 
this unacceptable situation 
continue, then the offenders will 
have their permit cancelled and 
a request for it be returned to 
the water company. You have 
been advised!  

news & information

‘ Migration is more than 
just simply moving north 
to south and back again. 
It’s a gruelling journey 
made immeasurably 
more difficult by habitat 
destruction and hunting. 
Come to the Migration – 
Out Of Africa Conference 
to find out how we can 
help migratory birds.’David Lindo – The Urban Birder

two events
we are holding two Birding 
events in conjunction with 
swallow Birding. sunday 31st 
January at fingringhoe wick EwT 
and saturday 2nd april at 
abberton reservoir EwT reserves.

guided walks with steve.  
liz huxley will be selling her 
photography, and we will be  
there with our stand.  
refreshments available 
throughout the day in the  
visitor centres. 
come and join us!

payments received  
by cheque
Please note that all banks have 
tightened up during 2015 on the 
payee of cheques received.  as 
there may be a company actually 
called ‘EBs’ or ‘EBws’, Barclays 
Bank are no long able to accept 
cheques for the society made out 
to ‘eBs’ or ‘eBws’. from october 
2015 there is now an official note 
on our bank account stating that 
we have been informed. To assist 
our Treasurer, if you make any 
payments to the society by 
cheque (i.e. for your subscription, 
for field trips, for conference 
tickets, etc.), can you please make 
sure that they are made out to 
our full name of ‘essex 
Birdwatching society’. if not 
they will have to be returned to 
you for changing accordingly, 
which causes unnecessary delays 
and administration. we trust that 
you understand our position and 
thank you for your co-operation. 

2016 subscriptions
Just to remind members that the 
2016 subscription of just £16 
each were due to be paid on 1st 
January 2016. if you have yet to 
pay yours, can you please help to 
make Membership secretary 
peter dwyer’s position just that 
little easier, by paying when you 
read this reminder.  
Thank you.

Finding Birds
dave gosney 
(Easy Birder) 
has offered  
to give a 
donation for 
each sale of 
his ‘finding 
Birds’ range 
of dVds and 
books. we 
have a supply 
that will be 
on sale at 
indoor meetings and events, if we 
do not have the one you wish 
please ask and we will try to get 
this for you. dVds £15.95 (£5 to 
EBws), books £7.50 (£2.50 to 
EBws) or £19.95 if you buy both 
together. Email: essexbird 
watchingsociety@gmail.com
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Margaret’s Musings
 by Margaret Mitchell, eBws president n 

like many regulars at hanningfield, i have been 
worried about the impact the wind in the willows 
Trail is having and will have on birds, particularly 
breeding passerines, in the woodland area between 
the centre and the rawl hide. The EwT’s reason for 
starting the trail is to get more families with young 
children into the reserve and interest them in 
wildlife. The first objective has been achieved: when 
the trail opened the reserve was overrun with 
hundreds of children whose behaviour gave real 
cause for concern: many tearing through the 
undergrowth shouting, climbing on log piles in spite 
of warning notices, most of them out of control, 
showing little or no concern for real badgers, water 
voles and toads. Things have quietened down since 
then, but work party volunteers report that damage 
is still being done by children who regard the  
reserve as an adventure playground and who run 
about unchecked by parents or grandparents. is the 
second objective being achieved? up to a point:  
i have seen parents with young children identifying 
butterflies, but they are few compared with the 
numbers of adults chatting away to one another or 
inspecting their mobile phones while their charges 
commit mayhem.

what is the answer? we (almost) all agree that 
getting children interested in wildlife by visiting 
nature reserves is a good Thing. one way of 
coping would be to have more Trust Members 
patrolling the area during peak periods – any 
volunteers? another, which i have tried, is for 
birders themselves to talk to the children and 
explain the importance of being quiet. This can 
have surprising effects: two youngsters after 
listening to me asked in lowered voices, ‘Excuse me, 
are you a weasel?’ i am sure that when parents pay 
for the trail, they are reminded that hanningfield is 
a nature reserve, and asked to keep children’s 
behaviour to acceptable levels: what more can the 
Trust do.

Chairman’s footnote
Our President, Margaret Mitchell, is quite right to 
make it known through Essex Birding magazine 
that some members, who have been visiting the 
Hanningfield Reservoir Reserve for many years and 
importantly recording the species seen for the 
annual Essex Bird Report, have reported that they 
are unhappy and concerned at what has been 
happening at this Reserve during 2015 at the hands 
of some of the ‘new’ visitors.

However, the Society is first and foremost a 
‘recording organisation’ and has never been 
involved, nor wishes to get directly involved, in any 
of the Essex Wildlife Trust policies and/or decisions 
regarding how the Reserves and Country Park 
centre’s are managed by the Trust. Therefore, any 
suggestions of what might be undertaken at the 
Hanningfield site to help improve the situation 
should be forwarded directly to Mr Andrew Impey, 
the new CEO of the Essex Wildlife Trust.

In the interest of balanced and transparent 
reporting, the Society will invite the Essex Wildlife 
Trust to provide a formal reply to the concerns 
raised in ‘Margaret’s Musings’, together with what 
actions are being taken, for printing in the next 
issue of Essex Birding.

Archivist update 
terry Jeffries

i’m happy to report that the EBws archive is 
alive and well. when i took on the role of 
archivist, a lot of material was retrieved from all 
over the county. This is now stored in the dry, in 
containers and continues to be catalogued. 

There hasn’t been much new material 
received in recent months but there are still 
gaps in the archive that i am striving to fill. of 
course, there is some stuff that i do not know is 
missing and it would help me if the membership 
could suggest books, reports, catalogues etc., 
that should be in the archive. it may be that i do 
not know of it, but at least i know what i am 
looking for? i think that makes sense!

i continue to scan Ebay and amazon for items 
which i consider that would be useful. i am also 
in contact with a couple of dealers who alert 
me when they receive anything which they 
think would interest me.

so if you are having a clear-out and are going 
to throw away anything that you would think 
would interest the archive, please let me know. 
donations are always gratefully received.  also if 
you have a think about stuff that should be in 
the archive, please e-mail me with details so 
that i can check that we have it.  as i said earlier, 
for the moment, i do not know what is missing. 

Please email Terry at essexbirdwatching 
society@gmail.com and we will forward it on 
for you.
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Morning session 

Chaired by Mrs MArgAret MitCHeLL,  
eBws president 

10:05-10:40 ‘Migration’ 
Professor ian nEwTon oBE,  
frs, frsE, ornithologist, Ecologist 
and author

10:40-10:50  Beyond the podium
up to ten minutes of delegate’s 
‘Questions & answers’ with 
Professor ian newton 

10:50-11:25 ‘western palearctic–African 
wader Migration” 
grahaM EKins, Ecologist, 
Photographer and naturalist

11:25-11:35  Beyond the podium – 
up to ten minutes of delegate’s 
‘Questions & answers’ with 
graham Ekins

11:35-12:10  ‘winter Migration Of Blackcaps’ 
dr KaTE PluMMEr, BTo research 
Ecologist, Terrestrial Ecology

12:10-12:20  Beyond the podium
up to ten minutes of delegate’s 
‘Questions & answers’ with  
dr Kate Plummer

12:20-13:40  ’Light’ lunch break
Time for informal discussions with 
the speakers and to view the 
displays

Afternoon session 

Chaired by dr siMOn COX, eBws Vice president

13:40-14:15  ‘tales of the Unexpected’  
new insights from tracking our 
Afro-palaearctic Migrants 
dr chris hEwson,  
BTo senior research Ecologist, 
international research Team

14:15-14:25  Beyond the podium
up to ten minutes of delegate’s 
‘Questions & answers’ with  
dr chris hewson

14:25-15:00  ‘Migrant Birds Benefiting  
from ‘team peanut work’ in  
west Africa’
siMon TonKin, conservation 
grade & rsPB senior farmland 
conservation officer

15:00-15:10  Beyond the podium 
up to ten minutes of delegates’ 
‘Questions & answers’ with  
simon Tonkin

15:10-15:45  ‘Migration of Black-tailed 
godwit’
Professor JEnnifEr gill, school of 
Biological sciences, university of 
East anglia, norwich

15:45-15:55  Beyond the podium
up to ten minutes of delegate’s 
‘Questions & answers’ with 
Professor Jennifer gill

15:55-16:30  summing up and ‘grand raffle’ 
draw with so many splendid 
prizes to be won.

3rd eBws Conservation Conference                                                                                                                                

Migration – out of Africa
saturday 19th March 2016

northumberland lecture Theatre, writtle college, lordship lane campus, writtle, chelmsford, cM1 3rr
Tickets still available at £15 including light lunch. to book email: john.sykes@btinternet.com

AgendA
08:45-09:45 registration and refreshments – with time to view the displays 

10:00-10:05 welcome by gerrY JOHnsOn, eBws Chairman
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eBws photography Competition

eBws Birdathon race 
Our first eBws Birdathon will take place from 00.01am on 
saturday 1st and end midnight Friday 7th October 2016. 
get together with a few friends (a group of 2–5) give your team a 
name, pick a day that suits you all and then go out and see how many 
species you can spot in those 24hours! 

sightings must be recorded on official forms and submitted for 
counting no later than midnight on 9th october 2016. Entry fee is 
£5.00 per adult, under 18s £2.50 and children under 8 free. There is a 
non-refundable deposit of £10.00 and all monies collected will go 
towards the society’s Migration ‘Out of Africa’ campaign.

for full terms and conditions please see the inside back cover  
or the ‘activities’ page on the website www.ebws.org.uk 

Please contact steve Collins at essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com 
or 07733 003048 (after 7pm) for entry and recording forms.

Our first eBws photography competition will 
run from 1st January to 31st december 2016.
There are two age groups: 

• Under 18s 

• Adults

The 1st prize in each group is a cash award of £100 plus a 
year’s membership of the Essex Birdwatching society, 
2nd prize is £50 plus a year’s membership of the Essex 
Birdwatching society. 

all images must depict wild birds which are not in any 
way restrained, within the boundaries of the Essex 
county, and including Metropolitan Essex, as covered by 
the Essex Birdwatching society. 

for full terms and conditions please see the inside  
back cover or the ‘activities’ page on the website  
www.ebws.org.uk. 
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A Falklands Odyssey   
 text and photos by John & diana Campn

part 2
Visibility was good as we took off and flew over part 
of the island and headed east for Pebble island 
airfield where the wrecks of argentine Pucara aircraft 
destroyed in a daring raid by the sas could still be 
seen. we then flew over west falkland and Port louis 
before flying along the waterfront at stanley and 
over the wreck of the Lady Elizabeth to land at the 
airport to set down passengers and refuel. we took 
off in a westerly direction affording excellent views 
of stanley and beyond Mount Tumbledown and Two 
sisters, scene of battles in the falklands war. we 
then changed to a south westerly heading along the 
coast towards our next destination at Bleaker island 
where there was an argentinean wildlife film crew 
waiting to board our plane.

after lunch we headed for the large imperial shag 
colony just inland from the cliff edge. we did not 
venture too close as we did not want to disturb the 
nesting birds and expose their young to predation by 
the many Falkland skuas which were themselves 
nesting on the outskirts of the colony. other 
predators included Kelp gulls, dolphin gulls, and 
Brown-hooded gulls. we then went to areas of the 
cliff edge where rockhopper penguins were nesting 
and amongst them a single Macaroni penguin. 
scavenging amongst the birds were sheathbills in 
their snowy white plumage. looking at the flat bed 
rocks below we could spot ‘V’ formations of imperial 
shags returning from their fishing trips and 
rockhoppers emerging from the sea to begin their 
climb up to the colony. looking across an inlet in the 
cliff we saw a number of rock shags nesting on 
narrow ledges, many with chicks. Making our way 
back to the lodge we had to be careful not to get 
too close to the adult Falkland skuas who were 
keeping a watchful eye on their young in the long 
grass.  after dinner we went to the nearby jetty and 
small beach to watch the sun set, with perched 

imperial shags and Kelp and dolphin gulls 
silhouetted against the sky. 

for our first full day on Bleaker the weather was 
bright but very windy. a pre-breakfast walk produced 
Kelp gull, dolphin gull, Crested duck, Magellanic 
Oystercatcher, Black-crowned night Heron, and 
steamer duck in the bay. after breakfast we decided 
to explore the centre of the island and the Big Pond 
as well as the penguin colonies in sandy Bay. 
heading up over the high ground we spotted ruddy-
headed geese, Upland geese, with turkey Vulture 
and southern giant petrel soaring overhead. 
hunkered down from the wind on the gently sloping 
ground by the Big Pond we had very close views of 
several two-banded plovers and a juvenile 
rufous-chested dotterel. on the water there were 
two pairs of Black-necked swans and both silvery 
and white-tufted grebes drifted close in as we sat 
there.  a white-rumped sandpiper worked its way 
along the shoreline towards us. we had our lunch 
near the Magellanic penguin burrows but not too 
close as their burrows are infested with fleas! a 
second smaller pond supported a pair of ruddy-
headed geese and their brood, but a third pond was 
completely dry. on the beach of sandy Bay we 
watched gentoo penguins emerging from the sea. 
Mixed in with this colony were two more non-
breeding King penguins. There was an abundance of 
Falkland skuas and we noticed many skeletons of 
both birds and lambs so clearly they were eating 
well. By now the wind was strengthening and 
blowing the sand about so we moved off to the cliff 
top rockhopper penguin colony we had visited the 
previous afternoon.  amongst the colony were some 
imperial shags and sheathbills and a Falkland 
pipit. The colony produced a lot of activity with 
juveniles strengthening their wings and dashing 
around. The return journey was through the nesting 
area of the skuas and keeping a discrete distance we 
secured some good photographs of the adults and 

From left to right: Dark-faced Ground Tyrant; Ruddy-headed Goose; Two-banded Plover
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their young. The day ended with a much weaker 
sunset than the previous evening.

our final day on Bleaker dawned overcast and very 
windy. in the bay were a number of dolphin and 
Kelp gulls, imperial shags, Falkland skuas and Kelp 
geese and on the little pond outside the lodge 
three Crested ducks. we made for the Big Pond 
again, wanting to see the silver teal that were 
known to be there and after a while scanning the 
reeds on the far side we were rewarded by sighting a 
pair sheltering from the wind. on the slopes down to 
the pond were a number of female Black-chinned 
siskin and several rufous-chested dotterel were 
working their way along the shoreline. The second 
pond produced more dotterel and a two-banded 
plover and some Upland geese. we lunched on the 
beach and watched gentoo penguins porpoising off 
shore before coming onto the beach where two 
Magellanic Oystercatchers and a dolphin gull 
were patrolling. There was more activity on the 
beach today and a number of gentoo penguins 
were marching up the beach to their colony on the 
high ground. we made our way slowly along the 
beach and then across the high ground to the 
rockhopper colony where today there were over 
twelve sheathbills scavenging, as well as a 
dark-faced ground tyrant. we saw more of them 
as well as a Falkland thrush on our way back to the 
lodge. The sky cleared in the evening and we spotted 
two turkey Vultures and two striated Caracaras on 
the beach as well as dolphin gulls, imperial shags 
and Crested ducks.

The next morning we transferred to sea lion island 
but not before we had seen a tussacbird, imperial 
shags, a Black-crowned night Heron, Kelp gulls, a 
turkey Vulture, and Upland geese. it was sunny 
when we arrived at sea lion island which is about 30 
miles south. The stone airstrip was right 
by the lodge so we were able to 
walk from the aircraft.  
a surprise awaited us as 
there was a large gentoo 
penguin colony with 
many young no less 
than 200 yards from 
the lodge! There  
were a number of 

tussacbirds and Kelp gulls in the vicinity of the 
colony, which had a number of chicks still in the nest 
and some adults still on eggs, which were unlikely to 
survive. if you sit down quietly the gentoo chicks 
very soon come up to you to see what you are up to. 
The island has been designated a national nature 
reserve and a raMsar site, and since we were there 
its management has been invested in falklands 
conservation.  after refreshments we walked past 
the ponds to the beach. By the ponds there were a 
number of two-banded plovers, Magellanic snipe, 
a few Black-throated Finches, and white-rumped 
sandpipers.  after lunch the lodge manager, Jenny, 
took us on a familiarization drive around the island. 
we went to the small Pond which had Chiloe 
wigeon. Moving to the long Pond we had a good 
view of a silvery grebe with her chicks, one riding 
on her back. There was also a pair of Crested ducks 
and their brood plus a Flying steamer duck and her 
chicks and a rufous-chested dotterel. on the 
northern coast we looked down the cliffs on the 
edge of the tussac grass and spotted a group of 
southern sea lions with their pups and a group of 
southern Elephant seals. returning to the lodge for 
a refreshment break we then went for a walk to the 
east to the beach where there was a colony of 
gentoo penguins and amongst them two non- 
breeding King penguins. There were also more 
dolphin gulls, south American terns and turkey 
Vultures.  a giant southern petrel soared overhead. 
By the evening the wind was strengthening but we 
managed to spend some time with the nearby 
gentoo colony being entertained by the antics of 
the chicks.

up early on the first full day on sea lion island we 
managed a fleeting glimpse of a female orca and 
her calf. The resident researcher told us the orcas 
circle around the East falkland mainland and its 

islands. we decided to spend the 
day at the southern end of the 
island and Jenny kindly gave us 
a lift. starting at rockhopper 
Point by the memorial to hMs 

sheffield, the first British warship 
to be sunk in the falklands war, we 

observed the rockhopper penguin colony 

Dolphin Gull (above) and Silvery Grebe (above right)

Macaroni Penguin
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on the rocks below. Jenny had told us that storms 
along the shore had destroyed most of the young 
and predators had killed most of the survivors. 
interspersed was an imperial shag colony and 
Falkland thrushes and tussacbirds were foraging 
amongst them. nearby in the grass we spotted 
Cobb’s wren, Magellanic snipe and more 
tussacbirds. offshore a lone Black-browed 
Albatross skimmed across the waves. we now 
headed towards the long Pond which had Black-
throated Finches feeding in the grass with south 
American terns fishing in the sheltered water. it was 
by now very windy and gusty so we decided to move 
across the vast beds of diddledee, the berries of 
which make fine jam. however, the poor weather 
that summer and the invasion of Buttonwood had 
made for a poor crop and we were denied the 
pleasure of sampling some. There were a few Cobb’s 
wrens feeding in the beds, as well as Upland geese 
and dark-faced ground tyrant and even more 
snipe. from the shelter of the tussac grass we 
scanned the coast and spotted two pairs of Flying 
steamer ducks, Kelp gulls, Crested ducks and 
Magellanic Oystercatchers and on the rocks 
southern sea lions and southern Elephant seals.  
we settled down in the sheltered area by a small 
pond to eat our lunch and watch a family group of 
Magellanic penguins swimming in the sheltered 
water on which there were a large group of 
Brown-hooded gulls, some Crested ducks and 
speckled teal. 

after lunch we made our way to the orca watch 
point on the south beach where there were more 
southern Elephant seals, tussacbirds, a flock of 
Black-throated Finches, a two-banded plover and 
Magellanic Oystercatchers foraging amongst the 
rocks. There was a Kelp goose with a chick and 
some Crested ducks and, in the shallows,  
steamer ducks. we spent the evening in the 
gentoo penguin colony and later watched  
the sun set over the settlement.

on our second full day on sea lion island 
we went for a pre-breakfast walk to the 
orca watch point and observed 
some Elephant seal bulls 
fighting on the beach. on 
the beach further along 
were some Magellanic 

penguins and on the rocks tussacbirds, Cobb’s 
wren, Magellanic Oystercatchers, and dolphin and 
Kelp gulls. By now the clear blue sky had clouded 
over and on our return to the lodge we were caught 
in a sudden hail shower, illustrative of how quickly 
the weather can change.  after breakfast we headed 
for the long Pond where on the water we spotted 
silvery grebes with their brood, and a Crested 
duck brood, one of which was stealing a ride on the 
mother’s back. There were also rufous-chested 
dotterel, Black-throated Finches and tussacbirds, 
while turkey Vultures and a southern giant petrel 
flew overhead. we decided to take a morning break, 
‘smoko’, as the islanders call it, and sheltered in the 
tall tussac grass. we had just finished when around 
the corner walked a striated Caracara who began 
feeding on the left over crumbs of our snack. This 
made for another magic moment as he was only a 
couple of feet away and oblivious to our presence as 
he fed and we were able to get some good photos. 
we then moved off to the pond near the lodge 
where today there were seven dolphin gulls, a 
group of Magellanic penguins, several Upland 
geese and four turkey Vultures. it was here that 
another magic moment on our trip occurred when 
an adult tussacbird mugged John for the meat 
filling in his roll! 

after lunch on the way towards the beach we 
visited the gentoo colony where there was the 
usual activity with some Magellanic penguins and 
marauding Falkland skuas. we passed the small 
pond where there were ruddy-headed ducks, a 
white-rumped sandpiper and two two-banded 
plovers. in the grass there were skua chicks hidden 
away and some Upland geese.

The next day we were flying out to stanley but still 
had time for one last pre-breakfast walk on a rather 
overcast morning with the wind strengthening. 
There were Magellanic penguins and Upland geese 

on the beach near the orca watch-point. 
amongst the rocks were Magellanic 

Oystercatchers, Kelp gulls, 
Falkland thrushes, a Cobb’s wren 
and rock shags.  a female Kelp 
goose shepherded her ever 
dwindling band of goslings, now 
down to two, up the beach.  a few 

From left to right: King Penguins; Black-browed Albatross; Striated Caracara

Imperial Shag
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gentoo penguins emerged from the sea while a 
flock of two-banded plovers worked their way 
along the shoreline. There were a number of 
southern Elephant seals both on the beach and in 
the water. By now it was starting to rain and we 
returned to the lodge for breakfast.  any hope of 
spending our remaining time with the gentoo 
colony was dashed by heavy and persistent rain 
which made for a bumpy flight in poor visibility  
to stanley airport. fortunately we had taken  
some good photos on our previous flight along 
stanley’s waterfront.

after checking into our hotel where we enjoyed 
lunch with an excellent view of stanley harbour and 
the ships’ names marked out in stone on the 
opposite wireless ridge, we did some sightseeing. 
stanley is laid out along a linear waterfront and near 
our hotel was the memorial to the 1982 falklands 
war commemorating all the fallen and the ships and 
raf and army units that participated. whilst we 
were looking at this we spotted three commerson’s 
dolphins that had come in on the tide.  a rock shag 
and an imperial shag were perched on the jetty as a 
turkey Vulture flew past. walking along to 
government house we spotted a flock of House 
sparrows and on the lawn a tussacbird.  a 
peregrine Falcon flew past the wreck of the Jhelum 
near where we later spotted some south American 
terns. further along the waterfront was another 
memorial to the Battle of the falkland islands when 
on 1 november 1914 the german fleet was 
defeated and sunk. we walked back into town to see 
the 19th-century christ church cathedral with its 
whalebone arch. it also contained a stained glass 
window dedicated to the1982 falkland war and 
outside were the remains of the mizzen mast of the 
ss Great Britain.  after dinner we went out to view 
the waterfront with the Post office and both the 
memorials lit up, their reflections visible in the  
still waters.

we were up early next day for a 4 hour drive to 
Volunteer Point, home of the huge King penguin 
colony. we had been told by the organisers that they 
had saved the best for last and how right they were! 
as we approached the narrow isthmus in our guide’s 
4 wheel-drive vehicle we gasped at the sight of over 
1000 King penguins in their colony. we, and another 
couple, were lucky to have the whole reserve to 
ourselves and were told we could go anywhere but 
not to cross the boundary of white marker stones 
surrounding the colony.  as with the other penguins 
they would come very close to you if you sat down 
and there were some delightful chicks in their brown 
fur coats. some adult birds had chicks or eggs under 
their brooding patches. we were delighted by the 
wonderful colours of the adult birds’ plumage, a 
greyish blue with an orange bib under their bills 
matching a similar coloured skull cap. we were 
treated to the spectacle of adult birds calling, they 
point their bills skywards to emit their trumpeting 
call and then allow their head to flop down on their 
chests when they have finished. when they walk 

they really have a superior air about them and we 
were entertained by one group of adults that 
processed to the water’s edge, appeared to hold a 
discussion and then walked back without entering 
the sea.  along the beach were groups of gentoo and 
Magellanic penguins that had no such reservations. 
in the dunes were two-banded plovers, white-
rumped sandpipers, Upland geese, ruddy-headed 
geese and dolphin gulls. on the rocks we spotted 
the rock shags and Falkland skuas, whilst offshore 
there was a group of steamer ducks.

all too soon it was time to commence our return 
journey to stanley and we reluctantly took our last 
views and photos of the colony.  as we left we drove 
past some Magellanic penguins at the mouths of 
their burrows. our route took us past the 
settlements of Johnson harbour where the made 
road began and Port louis. The rugged landscape 
supported Magellanic snipe, Kelp geese, Upland 
geese and. on one of the pools, speckled teal. near 
Mount Kent we came across the remains of an 
argentine chinook helicopter. returning to stanley 
we spotted a flock of House sparrows and a turkey 
Vulture. we enjoyed our last dinner in the hotel 
looking at the bay, before venturing out one last 
time to see stanley at night.

our last morning dawned sunny after heavy 
overnight rain and during an early breakfast we 
spotted Kelp gull, House sparrows, rock shag and 
a turkey Vulture. The journey to Mount Pleasant 
airport along the stony roads took us through 
stunning landscapes and we saw our final birds, 
speckled teal, steamer ducks and Falkland pipit. 
on the airfield as we taxied out on the raf airtanker 
we caught glimpses of Upland geese and hung onto 
every last view of the islands as we headed north 
east over the south atlantic. it had been an epic 15 
days in what can only be described as a stunning 
paradise, which afforded us a true wilderness 
experience. we had seen 54 species of birds 
including 5 species of penguins plus 6 mammals and 
had taken some 7000 photos. it had truly been a 
dream come true for which we must thank libby 
weir-Brown of www.islandholidays.co.uk and sue 
smith of the local www.falklandislandholidays.com 
for organising everything so well. we hope to return 
some day.

Cobbs Wren
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Conservation   
 By simon tonkinn

‘He that breaks a thing to find out what it is 
has left the path of wisdom.’

gandalf – J.r.r. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

as i’m writing this it’s halloween, i’ve been watching 
Lord of the Rings and my social media news feed is 
full of environmental peril; prolific fires in indonesia 
and the amazon, Vultures vanishing from Europe 
and africa, puffins and turtle doves with 
increasingly bleak outlooks for their populations, 
melting icecaps and continued bird of prey 
persecution. in fact some of the scenes wouldn’t 
look out of place in apocalyptic Middle Earth or the 
fiery pits of isengard.

it’s all too easy to become overcome and, as a 
result, ineffective in fighting these issues that affect 
us, as well as the Birds and wildlife that we so 
lovingly observe both at home and abroad. for 
instance i have signed four petitions this morning, in 
fact i’m bombarded by them on issues i do really 
care about, but i do wonder how effective that is, but 
at least i added my voice and what harm can that 
do? right?

yet as i did it i didn’t really think about my own 
place in these issues: there was an absolving of 
responsibility as i signed it, if i’m truthful and i’m 
guessing you might have done something similar?

it is all too easy to accept these things as the norm; 
suddenly these issues have just become part of the 
background noise somehow? like tinnitus for some, 
you get so used to it, you just live with it.

i hear folk express the view that we are all fed-up 
with hearing about the peril and want the solution; 
you can see many approaches to conservation 
expressing just that, largely ignoring the parlous 
state of the species or situation, to me that is just 
papering over the cracks. There is a real need to 
present the situation in all of its 
gory, truthful detail with 
the solution, but that 
solution has to 
become about us 
not some far 
mythical being, 
politician or 
corporate entity or 
else we just moan 
about it and move on 
and we end up in the 
same tired cycle  
of depressing, 
predestined, reality. 

This has become all too apparent when talking to 
others about Turtle dove conservation, often the 
first response is blaming the cypriots or Maltese for 
the disastrous uK decline, yet uK breeding birds 
don’t even pass through there (Balkan populations 
likely pass through that area), the way our land is 
managed has a huge part to play in their decline, 

we have to accept responsibility as well as support 
the antidote.

conservation as a movement has to stop being so 
worried about proselytising and overly concerned 
with avoiding a fight, we should be making a stand 
for nature.

‘Courage will now be your best defense 
against the storm that is at hand-—that 
and such hope as i bring.’ 
gandalf – J.r.r. Tolkien, The Return of the King

conservation has solely relied upon political 
decisions to provide the benefits needed, yet 
looking at the increasingly worrying state of 
farmland birds, political decisions have not helped 

at all, we have a worse situation now than 
ever, with limited funds being allocated 

for conservation practices. yet there 
are still large volumes of public 

cash being spent on no 
quantifiable public 

benefits whatsoever  
to agriculture. 
agriculture Plc has 

Corn Bunting (siMon TonKin)
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caused more harm to nature and the environment 
than any other business and we even paid for the 
privilege! which puts benefit fraud into some 
context, yet there is little or invariably no public 
outcry about this situation, why not?

i’m all for a good bit of government led regulation 
that ensures a baseline of environmental protection 
and enhancements but that doesn’t incentivise 
those to do the right thing because it makes 
economic sense to do so. we all have to create 
opportunities whether politicians, corporates and we 
as enlightened advocates. The best situation is when 
you marry these all together and even better when it 
becomes completely unsociable to do anything but 

the right thing. like buying or selling products that 
promote slave labour are now completely sociably 
unacceptable, why isn’t it yet the same for nature? 

one other way of looking at this is to believe that 
the fight has already been lost, many do and are 
willing to accept that and move on and leave the 
next generation to live in a bleached world. yet if we 
believe that to be true then we have already lost 
everything.

some may accuse me of being an idealist, but 
what else is there to believe if you don’t strive to 
make things better?

we are voters, consumers, commentators, workers 
and society – that gives us all a lot of power to 

change the world for the 
better and ensure our 
children can enjoy the 
wonder of nature too.

‘it is not despair, for 
despair is only for those 
who see the end beyond 
all doubt. we do not.’ 
gandalf – J.r.r. Tolkien,  
The Fellowship of the Ring

essex tawny Owl survey 
 By Jeff Martinn

on January 1st a survey of the tawny Owl (Strix aluco) will commence in Essex and this has the support of the 
Essex Birdwatching society and the Essex field club. 

The tawny Owl is often regarded as a common species which requires no special conservation effort. however, 
the latest ‘state of the nation’s Birds 2015’ once more confirms that this bird is undergoing a steady, shallow, long 
term decline, though unlike many other bird species, there are no firm baseline figures with which to confirm this. 
consequently, to the best of my knowledge, this will be the first countywide survey in Britain that will set out to 
provide a solid baseline population figure for the tawny Owl that can be used for future monitoring.

it may be that this over-looked species may prove to be a useful indicator with which to monitor the health of 
our woods, which in turn might have important implications for other woodland species, and not just birds.

Please help with this survey if you can. it’s quite simple.  all we require are records throughout the year of hooting 
birds. in the next edition of Essex Birding there will be further details, but in the meantime the survey will be 
officially launched on the occasion of the Essex field club’s annual Exhibition and social at the wat Tyler country 
Park on december 5th, where all are welcome. details will be available on the web-sites of both supporting 
organisations from January 1st. 
Editor note: For more information look on the Survey tab under Activities on www.ebws.org.uk

Griffon Vulture (siMon TonKin)
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introduction
This is an update on a previous paper by the north 
Thames gull group which looked at the initial 
results from colour ringing of Black-headed gulls. 
This short note looks at recent sightings of 
Black-headed gulls and also gives information on 
movements of herring and Lesser Black-backed 
gulls ringed at Pitsea landfill site in Essex.

changes in legislation in the uK mean that landfill 
sites will very soon disappear from the uK. whilst 
this is an environmentally good thing to do there 
may very well be implications for the gull 
populations using these sites as winter feeding 
areas or migration staging points.  The nTgg are 
working to understand what will actually happen to 
these populations of gulls when landfills close and 
the programme of colour marking is starting to 
reveal some initial indications of what may happen 
in the future. 

some observations have already started to 
suggest that birds move very quickly to other 
landfill sites when waste coming in changes or 

reduces. other interesting observations are changing 
in feeding behaviour and feeding patterns and this is 
still being investigated at Pitsea.

ringing
overall totals of gulls ringed by the north Thames 
gull group are now in excess of 40,000 birds with 
around 8,500 birds marked with individual colour 
rings from 2008.  as many large gulls of all species 
are colour ringed. however, due to the large number 
of Herring and Black-headed gulls caught often 
only a sample of these two species are colour ringed.

table 1. Number of Black-headed, Herring and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls ringed at Pitsea and 
resighted between 2008 and 2015.

species Colour  recovered/ 
 ringed resighted

Black-headed gull 1354 249
herring gull 3861 1750
lesser Black-backed gull 328 186

An update of Colour ringed gulls  
from pitsea Landfill site essex
 paul roper – north thames gull groupn 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (naoMi huig)
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results and discussion
Black-headed gull
it is still early days for Black-headed gulls and the 
information so far (Map 1) correlates with known 
information. what is interesting is the increase in 
records in iberia and finland. clearly there is also 
good numbers coming from central Europe and 
Poland provides a large number of birds found at 
breeding colonies. some multi record observations 
of individuals show wintering and breeding site 
fidelity. interestingly some individuals are also 
faithful to the uK as a wintering area but will spend 
subsequent winters in different locations in the uK. 
compared to Herring gull Black-headed gulls do 
not appear to be dependent on landfill sites and for 
this species there are much lower numbers of birds 
resighted at Pitsea or on other landfill sites. The 
majority of sightings are currently from breeding 
colonies or at locations other than landfill sites. it 
would seem that due to the ability for this species 
to feed on smaller food items and to use multiple 
sites to feed they may not be affected as much as 
some of the larger gull species. what is also very 
evident in the winters of 2012 to 2015 is that the 
numbers of Black-headed gulls on the landfill site 
at Pitsea are greatly reducing.  although no specific 
analysis has been undertaken there does not 
appear to be a higher mortality of this species 
currently taking place over winter.

Herring gull
understanding the complex nature of Herring 
gulls using the landfill is starting to become clear. 
There are probably four or five sub populations of 
Herring gull using the tip which can be seen on 
Map 2. firstly and the most dependent throughout 
the year are local breeding birds which breed in the 
Thames Estuary and are extremely sedentary. we 
have multiple records of individuals now that have 
not moved outside of london and are regularly 
resighted on the tip. These birds are likely to be the 

most affected by reductions in food availability  
at Pitsea.

The second population is the uK population of 
Herring gulls. it is becoming apparent that there 
are probably a number of uK birds including a 
group from nE scotland that move around the  
uK only throughout the year and clearly are aware 
of the food availability on landfills. 

The third population are what we call the north 
sea triangle population that breed on the East 
coast of the uK, france, Belgium and holland.  
These birds are highly mobile even during the 
breeding season between their breeding colonies 
and landfill sites in the uK and Europe. This 
population breeds and winters in the same area  
but ranges regularly depending on their need.

The fourth population which may also be part  
of what we call the north sea triangle population 
are birds that have been found (again mainly on 
breeding territory) in germany, denmark and 
southern norway and sweden. There are few 
records currently from these areas and this  
may also be birds prospecting other areas or 
wandering around in their first few years of life 
before securing a breeding territory. some early 
evidence suggests that after wandering around as 
sub adult birds they become sedentary nearer to 
their breeding territory.

The last sub population are the birds which have 
been sighted in the far north of norway. These are 
true northern argentatus birds of which we know 
we catch a number each winter. They are very 
different to the argenteus birds which are local to 
the Thames Estuary. what is also quite interesting 
about this population is that we have records of 
individuals now that show the timing of the arrival 
in the uK is around late november and they very 
rarely stay much past the end of february. They 
may actually be constantly migrating in a loop 
migration mode for those short winter months. 
individual records also show that this is not just 

Map 2 – Locations of all Herring Gulls sighted of birds colour 
ringed between October 2012 and March 2015 at Pitsea 
Landfill Site Essex.

Map 1 – Locations of all Black-headed Gull sighted of birds 
colour ringed between October 2012 and March 2015 at 
Pitsea Landfill Site Essex.
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wandering sub adult birds with some birds returning 
to the uK on a regular basis in subsequent winters 
as adults. further analysis in the future of this sub 
population may reveal some interesting things 
about this sub population of gulls which appears to 
breed on the norwegian/russian boarder just 
within the arctic circle.

Lesser Black-backed gull
numbers of Lesser Black-backed gulls ringed by 
the group are relatively low. however, they are a 
target species for many observers and we are 
starting to build up some very interesting life 
histories.

There are a few things that are becoming very 
clear about this species. numbers are increasing in 
the uK in winter. however, from catches at Pitsea 
the usage of the landfill is more during migration 
times with few birds of this species truly using the 
tip for winter feeding. it is clear though that the tip 
is used by migrating norwegian breeding birds and 
although Map 3 appears to show only two locations 
in southern norway this is of multiple sightings of 
multiple birds. These birds also end up in iberia and 
along the west coast of africa. 

as with Herring gulls the population of what we 
call the north sea triangle are clearly attached to 
feeding on landfill sites and records show that 
breeding birds from the same mixed colonies with 
Herring gull behave in the same way as herring 
gulls do. interestingly we are receiving more 
records from within the uK but some of these birds 
stay for the first part of the winter but then move 
down to iberia later on in the winter. it is not clear 
what triggers these late winter movements but 
they can be quick with one bird seen in the uK in 
leicestershire in January being on the west coast of 

africa in mid-february.  again we believe that 
different sub populations of this species are likely to 
still be evolving wintering and migrating strategies 
which may or may not be related to food availability 
on landfill sites. we hope to build a bigger picture of 
the next few years and undertake some further 
analysis perhaps teasing out different approaches by 
the different sub populations.

Conclusions
it is still very early days in terms of the colour ringing 
of gulls on landfill sites and it is hoped that longer 
term analysis of a larger dataset will answer a 
number of further questions specifically around over 
winter survival and potential changes in distribution 
driven by reducing food availability on landfill sites. 

Multiple sub populations of each species using 
landfill sites in winter complicate analysis and the 
lack of ability to separate these sub populations in 
the hand means analysis is not always possible until 
birds are sighted on the breeding grounds. only a 
small percentage of ringing carried out at Pitsea has 
been in the summer months and again with 
different species migrating at different times it 
further complicates the picture.

however, the current data is consistent with our 
current knowledge that wintering Black-headed 
gulls consist of uK breeding birds and birds from 
central European colonies. uK breeding birds can be 
found wintering in the uK and the near continent 
but also small numbers winter in iberia particularly 
first year birds. wintering Herring gulls consist of a 
larger number of sub populations with local and 
sedentary birds, British breeding birds, European 
breeding birds and far north argentatus birds from 
the north of norway and finland. Lesser Black-
backed gulls probably present the most interesting 
data with increased numbers wintering in the uK. 
however, there is still much migration of norwegian 
breeding birds through the uK on route to iberia and 
west africa. some of this is also being delayed and 
birds can stay in the uK up to late in the year and 
only moving down to iberia and west africa in 
february or March whilst others are already 
returning by this time. There is also much 
interchange and use of landfill sites from the 
population we call the north sea triangle 
population. This makes the picture with lBB’s the 
most complex and again unless sub populations can 
be specifically identified it is difficult to say how 
these respective populations are using the landfill 
sites and for what duration of time at specific times 
of the year.

detailed information on all sightings can be found 
on the nTgg web site at http://www.ntgg.org.uk/ 

references
The Migration Atlas: movements of the birds of Britain 
and Ireland. Page 356-360. wernham, c.V., Toms. 
M.P., Marchant. J.h., clark, J.a., siriwardena, g.M.,  
& Baillie, s.r. (Eds). 2002. T. & a.d. Poyser, london.

Map 3 – Locations of all Lesser Black-backed Gulls sighted 
of birds colour ringed between October 2012 and March 
2015 at Pitsea Landfill Site Essex.
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Correspondence
in a light-hearted poem, acknowledging 
both the fascination of chasing a big 
‘life-list’ and the frustration of decreasing 
mobility, Arnold Hitchon urges all observers 
to keep on ‘listing’!

the List 
by Arnold Hitchon

some years ago, in the twitching game – 
a list of four hundred would bring you fame.
But, no longer is this the final test
to  find out who’s the very best.
To reach four hundred, no-one needs to fail.
five hundred seen is now the twitcher’s  

holy grail.
There’s more ‘megas’ now and longer British list, 
these days helped out by endless ‘splits’.
My progress is slow towards this new goal –
as ages catches up to take its toll.

There’s many ahead of me whom i just  
cannot name.

They stay out in front, these masters of the game.
Behind me is a young, fit pack, 
it snaps at my heels to pull me back.
and in the field, i puff and pant to reach the bird, 
the ‘young turks’ roaring past – an endless herd.
My bins are shaking and i croak – 
“oh, for the one with a gyroscope!”
i see the bird and fall down flat upon the ground,
my heart still thumping with its ceaseless pound.
The truth is, now, i cannot stand the pace
of this exhausting birding race.

as knees and hips fail and i lose my last ‘thatch’
i’ll continue to bird my very good local patch.
for it’s here i see lots of great ‘rarities’ free  

of the itch
to chase after new ones i know i can see  

on a twitch.
so, it’s not a huge British list that matters,  

but instead – 
it’s the end game that you should be planning 
for great birding years far ahead.

arnold adds: ‘The ‘end-game’ should include lots of 
birding abroad, to create more wonderful memories 
and so that your world list soars.  for inspiration, 
read Life List by olivia gentile (biography of Phoebe 
snetsinger: 8674 species seen).

A very professional printing by 
swallowtail.  Coloured headings make such 
a difference.  An excellent issue, well done.

John and Louise sykes

Very impressed by latest eBws magazine 
great content and presentation. My only 
gripe is photo on page 2 – caption should 
be ‘2 sleeping American Avocets (and some 
geese)’!!!

nick green

Many thanks for the superb presentation 
of the article re bird parasites in the latest 
issue of essex Birding. Much appreciated.

John smart 

Just a note to say how delighted we are 
with the revamped layout of essex Birding 
with all colour. the quality of our photos in 
our Falklands article is astounding for 
which the new printer must be 
congratulated. the direct mailing must also 
be saving money as well as peter’s time in 
despatching them at the post Office.

Kind regards, diana & John Camp

received my copy of essex Birding when 
we got home from devon yesterday 
evening. great job, it looks so different 
with the extra colour and updated layout. 
All your hard work was certainly worth it.

sam shippey

received the latest copy of essex Birding - 
congratulations on a first class 
publication!  it represents a lot of hard 
work, but worth it as the finished product 
is very professional and full of interesting 
stuff.  well done!

Liz Huxley

Many thanks for the copy of the latest 
essex Birding: the Birdtrack article has 
come out well.

nick Moran
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one of the most important 
conservation sites on the sussex 
coast, rye harbour nature reserve 
has been recognised as a site of 
special scientific interest, a special 
Protection area for birds, a special 
area of conservation under the Eu 
habitats directive and a candidate 
ramsar site that takes account of 
its importance as a wetland on an 
international scale.

The nature reserve was 
established in 1970 and is a 
partnership led by sussex wildlife 
Trust and includes the Environment 
agency, the friends of rye harbour 
nature reserve and private 
landowners. The site management 
is undertaken by the sussex 
wildlife Trust staff and a dedicated 
team of volunteers from the 
friends of rye harbour nature reserve.

The 465 hectares (1149 acres) are generally flat 
and low lying with no natural feature above 6m, and 
entirely within the dungeness, romney Marsh and 
rye Bay sssi (9,137ha.). The high points are the 
crests of shingle storm ridges built up over hundreds 
of years by the combined action of tides and storms. 
The low points are the sheltered areas between the 
ridges where saltmarsh developed on the regularly 
inundated land. we have a mosaic of coastal 
habitats – shingle, saltmarsh, saline lagoons, coastal 
grazing marsh, freshwater gravel pits and reedbeds. 
Explore its changing coastline and military history, 
or simply enjoy a walk beside the sea.

The influence of the sea has been greatly reduced 
during the last one hundred years by man-made sea 
defences. in addition, the naturally high water table 
has been lowered by a drainage system emptying 
into the rivers. These two factors have enabled a 
traditional agriculture of grazing with some arable. 
The loss of wetland has been partly offset by the 
extraction of the largest shingle ridges, creating pits. 
within the nature reserve there are many habitats 
resulting from: a variety of soils; a gradient of 

rye Harbour 
nature 
reserve
 Barry Yatesn

salinity; varying degrees of exposure to wind and 
flooding by the sea; water level; and different 
management practices. The main habitats can be 
broadly described as: intertidal; saltmarsh; reclaimed 
saltmarsh; drainage ditches; shingle ridges; sand; 
marsh; pits; scrub and woodland. consequently there 
is a great variety of species with 3,540 recorded so 
far. These include more that 200 that are considered 
rare and endangered in Britain.

The area also contains considerable historic 
interest with military fortifications from the 16th, 
19th and 20th centuries, a lifeboat disaster and 
evidence of man’s early and continuing efforts to 
defend the land from the sea. This flat, open and 
historic landscape, with its low level of development, 
proximity to the sea and network of footpaths is 
popular with visitors. it can provide a very special 
experience. There is a good network of footpaths 
that enables much of the nature reserve to be 
visited from access points in rye Town, winchelsea 
Beach and rye harbour. There is a small, unmanned 
information centre in the car park at rye harbour, 
but our main centre, at lime Kiln cottage, is opened 
on most days by volunteers (10am–4pm).  all five 
bird watching hides are accessible to some 
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wheelchairs and provide visitors with a close view of 
much wetland wildlife.

we have extensive areas fenced to exclude 
badgers, foxes, people and dogs so that our ground 
nesting and roosting birds have the best chances of 
success – more than 90 species breed here. we have 
also created many new islands and wetlands over 
the last ten years, including 20 hectares of 
saltmarsh. 

The nature reserve could not exist without the 
support of two charities, the sussex wildlife Trust 
and the friends of rye harbour nature reserve.  as 
residents of Essex please consider supporting this 
nature reserve by joining the friends. Thank-you.

you can find out more by visiting: www.sussex 
wildlifetrust.org.uk/ryeharbour or follow us on 
facebook at www.facebook.com/ryeHarbournr

what to see at rye Harbour in February
There are few flowers to be found, but gorse is  
nearly always in bloom and common whitlowgrass 
(a tiny white flower), winter heliotrope, groundsel 
and daisies may be in flower. during warm weather 
some of the early butterflies may be tempted to 
emerge from hibernation, look for Brimstone, small 
Tortoiseshell and Peacock.  a few moths may also be 
on the wing on milder nights such as herald and 
angle shades.

despite the short days some birds will have started 
their breeding season – ringed plovers will be 
displaying on the beach, great-crested grebes will 
be going through their elaborate courtship on the 
pits and the Cormorants will be nesting at castle 
water. There should be large numbers of golden 
plover and Lapwing roosting by day near the 
gooders hide as they try to avoid the attention of 

peregrines. hundreds of wading birds such as 
Oystercatchers and dunlin feed along the shore  
at low tide and congregate to roost inside our fences 
at high tide, and gull numbers will be starting to 
build up. 

if the winter is cold many birds will be forced 
south, so flocks of white-fronted geese and many 
ducks, especially wigeon, shoveler, teal and 
perhaps pintail may be present, a rare one to look 
out for being the smew. in freezing weather flocks 
of birds may depart (e.g. Lapwing), or arrive (e.g. 
skylark). offshore, great-crested grebe, red-
throated divers and guillemot may be fishing, 
especially after winter storms and rafts of Common 
scoter may be swimming in long black lines, 
sometimes accompanied by eider. gannets and 
flocks of Brent geese may already be starting their 
eastward return passage to their breeding grounds.

at castle water, especially near the viewpoint, 
there may be wintering stonechats and Chiffchaff. 
in the reeds there look and listen for Cetti’s warbler, 
water rail and Bearded tit, while overhead the 
Marsh Harriers will be hunting. dusk is the best 
time to look for the Bittern.

editors note: Our Field trip to this reserve is 
on sunday 7th February, if you wish to come 
along then please contact gerry Johnson on 
01245 356633 after 7pm.

Lapwing from Gooders Hide (Barry yaTEs) Gooders Hide (Barry yaTEs)

Golden Plover from 
Gooders Hide 
(Barry yaTEs)

21

EBS Journal no127 pp.indd   21 19/1/16   09:23:49



 4th september 2015n

Birds of Morocco
By gerry Johnson

david walsh has been visiting Morocco since 1995 
and clearly has a passion for the country, its people 
and the splendid birds that can be seen from the 
atlantic coast, up in the atlas mountains and in heat 
of the desert. david was a member of southend 
ornithological group (sog) between 1985–1992 
and it was good to see sog members with us 
tonight. we also welcomed guests from the other 
sog (suffolk ornithological group). 

following the short three hour flight to agadir on 
the atlantic coast, you can be out watching birds in 
the hotel grounds soon after arrival. Common 
Bulbul, House Bunting and Yellow-legged gull are 
common and even peregrine Falcon can be seen on 
the ninth floor of the hotel.  as you explore a little 
further afield, good local birding can be found close 
to town – Black wheatear, Blue rock thrush and 
thekla Lark with its ‘smart’ plumage are all 
relatively common and can be located during the 
first morning, along with Barbary partridge, 
Moussier’s redstart and great grey shrike. 

we then moved two-hours north and to the coast 
where Cattle egret, ruddy shelduck, Lesser-
crested tern, Laughing dove, Barbary Falcon and 
the very rare Bald ibis can be seen, but visiting 
should be restricted to only outside the breeding 
season and patients are required to be successful.

The ‘Masa Valley’ with its river to a fresh water 
lagoon isolated from the sea is located a couple of 
hours south of agadir and is an excellent habitat for 
all wildlife where wild boar, terrapin, various ‘blue’ 
butterflies and fifteen species of beautiful 
dragonflies can be seen. There are many birds in this 
area and david demonstrated this with excellent 
images including Flamingo, isabelline shrike, 
Crested Lark, Blue throat, spoonbill, Black-winged 
Kite, Marbled duck, squacco Heron, Brown-
throated Martin, great egret, glossy ibis, 
white-breasted Cormorant, Little swift at a 
nesting site inside a garage workshop with six nests 
and Zitting Cisticola (Fan-tailed warbler) to name 
a few were all displayed with photographs of 
stunning dragonflies. 

from the coast we then moved inland through 
Marrakech up into the snow capped high atlas 
Mountains and then into the desert, where quite 
different species can be seen in ‘Paradise Valley’. 
Moroccan wagtail, tristan warbler, Babbler, 
red-rumped wheatear, desert wheatear,  

indoor Meetings

spotted sandgrouse, desert Lark, Long-legged 
Buzzard, Crag Martin, scrub warbler, trumpeter 
Finch, Cream-coloured Courser (a favourite species  
of david’s), Atlas Crossbill, Alpine Chough, Lanner 
Falcon, egyptian nightjar, Levaillant’s green 
woodpecker, Alpine Chough, Crimson-wing Finch, 
Hoopoe Lark, Bar-tailed Lark, rufous Bush robin, 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, desert sparrow, and 
thick-billed Lark on its nest.

The species just kept flowing, accompanied with a 
very interesting commentary about the species, the 
habitats, the people and the places visited during  
17 visits in a 20-year period. Morocco is not a 
country that has developed into a ‘general’ holiday 
destination venue, so it has remained relatively 
undeveloped and unchanged over the years; you 
could appreciate why david has a passion and is so 
enthusiastic for birding in this part of north-west 
africa hence keeps returning.

Correspondence received 

Hi Gerry

Thanks for getting in touch so quickly.  I have to say 
I’ve arrived home with a real ‘buzz’ as it was so obvious 
that people enjoyed the talk! As you could see, I am a 
real enthusiast not least about birding in Morocco so 
it was great that the audience were so responsive.  It 
was great to see you again, as well as John & Louise 
and my friends from SOG (Southend SOG not Suffolk 
SOG!).  And I had lots of conversations this evening 
with people I hadn’t previously spoken to. Please pass 
on my thanks to Peter and his crew for the smooth 
technical side of things - such a help. Keep in touch 
– and it’s spurred me on to prepare a new talk, 
perhaps about Hungary.
Best wishes, David Walsh

Hi Gerry
And thanks for organizing the lecture last night  
(David Walsh, The Birds of Morocco). Fascinating stuff 
with as much intriguing emphasis on the landscape 
and culture as there was with the special birds of  
the region.
Regards, John Smart.
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ashley gooding, from suffolk ornithological group, 
first described a little about the geography of this 
unEsco world heritage site, advising that the water 
for the okavango river starts in the highlands of 
central angola, is very deep, fast flowing and clear, and 
never actually reaches the sea but it empties and 
disappears into a swamp in the Kalahari desert, 
known as the ‘okavango delta’. The greatest inland 
delta in the world!

what might be the first thing people do after a few 
hours on a plane to a destination in africa? no, being 
a birder, you go out into the hotel grounds and start 
to see some of the beautiful birds, including red-eyed 
dove, Black-faced waxbill, dark-capped Bulbul, 
Birch’s starling, African Hoopoe with its rich colour 
and one of ashley’s favourite species – the beautiful 
brightly coloured Lilac-breasted roller.   

Part of the trip included a three day trip on the 
okavango river, on a precarious looking handmade 
boat. But ashley confirmed that it had excellent 
visibility over the tall papyrus grass from the second 
level veranda. it also provided good food and all the 
necessary requirements and amenities needed, 
including two small dinghies that each take six guests 
– these looked to be a little flimsy against the 
four-metre long crocodiles as they slid off the 
embankment and passed under the dinghy.  along the 
river African pygmy goose (the size of Teal), 
spur-winged goose (the size of canada geese), 
Malachite Kingfisher, pied Kingfisher, African 
wattled Lapwing, white-face whistling duck, 
Jacana (lily-trotter) with its huge toes, African Fish 
eagle, African skimmer nesting on a sand bar with 
young, African Marsh Harrier, pel’s Fishing Owl (the 
size of European Eagle owl), African Fish eagle, 
Black-shouldered Kite, Cape glossy starling and 
hundreds of squacco Heron that roost along the 
embankment. Early in the mornings a pair of ‘fluffy’ 
wire-tailed swallows warmed up in the sunshine 
before taking on the expected swallow ‘jizz’ and flying 
off, only to return each night, further along the river, 
to again roost somewhere under the boats 
superstructure. 

after the boat it was then into four-wheel drive 
vehicles carrying everything required with them, 
including all the camping equipment, to trek through 
the bush, which was another experience to saver! 

not only more beautiful birds were shown, but also 
colourful metre long Monitor lizards, spotted hyena, 
Jackal, leopards, wild dogs, sable antelope, 
hippopotamus, giraffe and green Vervet Monkeys 
were seen and even two lions were encountered in 
one of the encampments!! gentile Elephants also 
passed quietly through camp on occasions, but 

 2nd October 2015n

Birds of the Okavango delta, Botswana
 By gerry Johnson

without any issues. well at up to 4000kg each who 
would argue with them? 

ashley also took time to demonstrate how 
important Elephants are to so many other species in 
the bush! species like red-billed spurfowl, 
Helmeted guineafowl and ground squirrels. The 
images of some of the birds shown included Harrier-
hawk – famed for its double-jointed inter-tarsals 
(ankle) allowing its long legs and feet to be inserted 
at extraordinary angles into otherwise normally 
impenetrable crevices to prey on bats that roost or 
small birds that nest in holes in trees. Bateleur 
eagle, tawny eagle, Yellow-billed Oxpecker on 
giraffe, red-billed Oxpecker and African pied 
wagtail both on hippopotamus; Yellow-billed 
stork, the small green-backed Heron, the large 
goliath Heron, African spoonbill, namaqua dove 
(Long-tailed dove), Birch’s Coucal, southern 
Masked weaver, palm swift, Corry Bustard, 
white-crowned robin-chat, Fork-tailed drongo, 
sacred ibis, white-backed Vulture, white-fronted 
Bee-eater, grey Lourie (go-away Bird), the Turkey 
sized southern ground Hornbill and Marabou 
stork to name a handful…the stunning photographs 
just kept coming, and would take another two pages 
to do them all justice.

ashley is not a tour leader and, by self-admission, 
is not a professional photographer, but we were 
treated to an evening of stunning images with an 
excellent presentation of ashley’s visit to this 
fantastic part of africa, which was very much 
appreciated by the members and guests that 
attended to support the evening. it was clear that 
once making a visit to africa, there is always that 
‘lure’ to return again. 

Lilac-breasted Roller (ashlEy gooding)
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Bill coster has entertained the society, on a number 
of occasions previously, with his own special style 
of presentation. due to the popularity of Bill’s 
original talk about Britain, he had subsequently 
produced a second set of images with commentary 
and to music, covering totally different species 
from other parts of the uK. normal power point 
presentations use up to 160 images, but with  
Bill’s unique presentation, over 550 images are 
incorporated, to form a seamless flow of  
stunning photographs.  

The presentation started in Bill’s garden in winter 
with resident Blackbirds competing with a migrant 
Fieldfare for apples in the snow. we then moved on 
to north Essex, to the stour Estuary, where the 
winter light was excellent to capture the colours of 
shelduck, Lapwing and visiting Black-tailed 
godwit. still in East anglia we then saw huge flocks 
of Black-tailed godwit at welney wwT reserve 
along with whooper swans and pochard.

Elmley Marsh on sheppey, Kent is home to many 
species and a good site for short-eared Owls, 
especially in the late afternoon.  as one short-
eared Owl image faded another emerged to 
replace it in so many different poses. The new 
forest provided the next setting for many 
woodland species, including nuthatch, redpoll and 
splendid male siskin.

we were then back to Essex, the snowdrops in 
Thorndon Park, a fox, frog and frog spawn in the 
garden and then to rainham Marshes, an area Bill 
knew prior to it being developed as an rsPB 
reserve. Female reed Bunting feeding on reed 
Mace proved more confiding than the male, also a 
trio of Collard dove and Bearded tit/Bearded 
reedling (many must wonder why they were  
called ‘Bearded Tit’, when they are not of the tit 
family, nor do they have a beard, but the male does 
have a fine moustache!). Then we travelled a little 
further down the Thames Estuary to Two-Tree 
island reserve with Mallard, Coot and Magpie  
on flowering laburnum looking splendid; 
whitethroat, Blackcap and nightingale, which  
all breed on the reserve.

it was then north, and over the border to oban  
for the caledonian MacBrayne ferry to south uist 
in May, where breeding Oystercatcher, Lapwing 
and ringed plover showed well, as did a Corn 
Crake that called in an adjacent field to the hotel 
accommodation and turned up at the front door! 
The Mainland on orkney has many breeding 
Curlew, with their evocative calling in the cool 
early morning air, redshank and snipe on 
weathered fence posts, plus small numbers of 

terns, skuas, gulls and Oystercatcher. Various 
coastal plants, including the northern Marsh 
orchid, with its very dark flower spike, and the 
interesting rugged landscape of the coast line  
held our attention. 

Briefly back south to sussex for water Voles,  
then in to East anglia and Minsmere with Avocet 
vigorously defending its nesting site and young 
from potential predators. Quartering Marsh 
Harriers and Bittern were amongst the reedbeds 
and Blackbird, this time with redwings, feeding 
on cotoneaster berries. 

The caerlaverock wwT reserve, just in  
scotland and home of BBc autumn watch in  
2015, provided splendid images of wigeon, 
shoveler, whooper swan, tree sparrow and 
thousands of beautiful Barnacle geese. The finale 
was more from scotland, included the spectacle  
of starling murmurations with a sparrowhawk 
hunting amongst them and 7,000 greenland 
white-fronted geese and 35,000 Barnacle geese 
on Jura. it was truly unique and an excellent 
presentation of sight and sound from right  
across Britain.

 6th november 2015n

Bill does Britain, Again
By gerry Johnson

Nightingale (Bill PErKins)
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when you have our President and no less than four 
Vice Presidents attending, you know that 
expectations are high and you are in for a special 
evening! graham Ekins was invited back following 
previous excellent presentations, this time we were 
journeying to the relatively unknown but beautiful 
country of Bolivia. graham and wife Evie spent six 
weeks travelling from the andes to the amazon 
experiencing fantastic species with local guides used 
on previous trips to south america. 

To avoid the long immigration and security delays 
at north american hub airports, graham found 
travelling via amsterdam or Madrid to be very 
favourable alternatives for south america.  arriving 
at la Paz, the highest capital in the world at 4,058 m 
(13,313 ft) altitude, it was wise to take a drink every 
ten minutes to help avoid altitude sickness. in the 
clean, clear, rare air the andes mountain range 
appeared to be so close to the centre of la Paz.  an 
image of weather beaten locals, wearing up to seven 
brightly coloured petticoats to combat the extreme 
cold, set the scene. up to seven years ago Bolivia had 
been a difficult country to visit and it still has very 
poor roads due to the mountainous terrain and vast 
forests.  a one hour internal flight would take over 30 
hours on uncomfortable roads! 

stunning images of Andean Lapwing, Aplomand 
Falcon, Capped Heron, Orinoco geese, Large Billed 
tern with its huge yellow bill, were followed with 
white-winged swallow, sand-coloured 
nighthawk and King Vulture which can rip open 
tough carcasses with its large bill, something the 
smaller Black Vulture appreciates. greater 
Yellow-headed Vulture, smooth-billed Ani, 
tropical screech Owl, great Black Hawk which 
prey on egrets, Black skimmer, scribble-tailed 
Canastero (not unlike our dunnock), peruvian 
sierra Finch, Ochre-napped ground tyrant (twice 
the size of wheatear), streak-throated Canastero, 
Lesser Yellowlegs, Andean gull, Cinnamon teal, 
Andean Coot (1/3 larger than our coot),  tawny 
tit-spinetail,  Blue-crowned trogon, straight-
billed woodcreeper, red-necked woodpecker,  
red and green Macaw, scarlet-billed Mountain 
tanager, santa Cruz siskin, 
Andean James’s Flamingo, 
Yellow-billed pintail, Fulvous 
wren, Baird’s sandpiper, Andean 
Avocet, Chilean Flamingo, puna 
Canastero, Marked trogan, plain-breasted 
earthcreeper, Andean tinamou, Andean 
parakeet, Black-throated Flowerpiercer, 
giant Hummingbird, giant Coot (the size of 
Brent geese), inca or green Jay, red-capped 

 4th december 2015n

Birds of Bolivia
By gerry Johnson

Cardinal, titicaca grebe plus the prehistoric looking 
Hoatzin all featured. 

one photograph was of a bright green poisonous 
tree snake with a Chaco puffbird firmly held in its 
mouth! The poison fangs are at the back of its mouth 
and the bird was still alive. The snake noticed 
graham’s presence, lost concentration for a split 
second and the Chaco puffbird managed to escape. 
The snake had to move on and hunt elsewhere on 
some unsuspecting prey for a meal.    

amongst the many birds yacare cayman, Black 
cayman, poisonous jumping spider, spiny Tree rats, 
long-nose Bats, red howler Monkeys, Tree anteater, 
Viz cacha (a type of squirrel), yellow-headed Turtle, 
frog, cane Toad, capybara and white-lipped Peccary 
were all included in the first class presentation.

one of the target bird species was the fulmar sized 
Oilbird. To reach a reliable site many obstacles were 
encountered and had to be overcome, one being a 
river crossing in a metal bucket dragged from one 
side to the other and back by hand dangling on a 
rope. secreted within a deep cave complex it was not 
easy to obtain acceptable photographs of the Oilbird, 
but with skills obtained from years of travelling and 
patience, graham succeeded and we were privileged 
to share the results.

Bolivian endemics included were Black-hooded 
sunbeam, Bolivian Blackbird, Bolivian earthcreeper, 
Bolivian Brushfinch, red-footed Coot and, only 
added to the Bolivian list just four years previous  
and for the first time recorded in Bolivia, a Lined 
seedeater.        

To achieve the excellent results displayed, graham 
was often up and out by 03:30 when, during the 
cooler mornings, many beautiful coloured butterflies 
were seen at mineral ‘licks’. Evenings comprised of a 
good meal, washed down with a beer and writing up 
the sighting and notes from the day.

with 286 images included in the presentation, all of 
different species, the audience were attentive for the 
complete evening and appreciative of the stunning 
photographs and excellent commentary to make the 
evening totally complete.    

graham’s attention to detail when it comes to any 
trip is second to none, so it was no surprise that 

870 species were seen plus an additional 30 
heard during the six weeks across Bolivia. 

graham is venturing off to the Philippines in 
february 2016, shortly followed by time 

in eastern australia, so we can look 
forward to more stunning talks 

with fantastic photographs in 
the not too distant future.

Campo Flicker (grahaM EKins)

Nightingale (Bill PErKins)
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Field trips

Cley
14th June 2015 by steve Collins
an early start for all at 7.00 am wasn’t the only 
difference for our last trip for the 2014–15 season. 
There would be no gerry, so he has left the 
organising to me (foolish man!). The weather was 
forecast to be quite wet and it was greeted with grey 
skies in chelmsford, so much for flaming June and 
the spirits of the 27 travelling up the M11 dropped 
further when it started to rain, quite heavily.

never the less we all felt better after stopping at 
the 5-way roundabout where coffee and sausage 
baps were consumed.  added excitement when a 
stone hit the coach’s windscreen and the cracking 
was advancing in both directions at an alarming rate, 
and the usual fun of a large coach navigating 
through the narrow street of the village cley. we all 
arrived safety and even better the rain had stopped.

we all trooped up to the visitor centre and were 
met with the new extension which sir david 
attenborough had only opened two days before,  
and personally i was very impressed with what the 
norfolk wildlife Trust had done. Entrance fees paid 
and a quick look at the new electronic sightings 
board showed that there had been a white-rumped 
sandpiper reported on the northern scrape and  
a paddyfield warbler had been reported at 
Blakeney Point. 

Everyone dispersed in all direction to explore the 
reserve, which has had its fair share of troubles in the 
last couple of years with the floods and helicopter 
crash. we chose to visit the avocet, dawke’s and  
Teal hides (mainly because everyone else was 
heading toward the Bishop’s hide). looking out at 
simmond’s scrape there were a number of Avocet 
nesting, Black-tailed godwit which always look 
stunning in their summer plumage, four Little gulls 
were a treat, a few redshank, shelduck, Mallard and 
teal, with plenty of reed Buntings flitting round 
along with singing reed and sedge warblers.  at 
least two Marsh Harriers set everything up as they 
flew over. one idea i particularly liked was that nwT 
had posted an expert in each hide, with radios, 
pointing out what was what and where.

a quick five minute walk round to Bishop’s hide 
overlooking Pat’s Pool.  whilst walking to the hide  
up the path, there was a sedge warbler singing its 
heart out by the tree next to the hide and we 
managed to get very close to it before it flew over 
the reed bed, only to fly back to the tree. we 
managed to add greenshank and Oystercatcher  
to our list. when walking back to the visitor centre 
for a welcome coffee we watched all three of the 
hirundines – swift, House and sand Martins flying 
over the reed beds, all pretty low because of the 
weather, which continued to remain dry but was 

quite cool and cloudy.
after coffee and lunch (and a fleece), a quick walk 

into the village, well the book shop was open and it 
would have been rude not to go! i decided to take a 
walk round to the northern scrape, Mrs c decided 
that she wasn’t going to walk along the shingle so 
off i set.  i was quite unprepared for the change in 
the landscape as a result of the winter’s storms, the 
shingle is moving quite rapidly.  and, you guessed it, 
just as i was walking along the beach the sun came 
out so i was rather hot and bothered by the time i 
got to swarovski’s hide overlooking the northern 
scrape.  i say hide, but in reality there is only a blind 
left now, but boy was it worth it, i managed not only 
to see the white-rumped sandpiper, but a Little 
stint in the same binocular view with it along with 
ringed plover, Curlew, a few Cormorants, and a 
Barn Owl quartering over the southern end of the 
scrape.  a short while looking out to sea, produced 
next to nothing a few Common terns and Black-
headed gull, carrying on round to the East Bank, 
and looking over arnold’s Marsh nice views were 
obtained of Little, Common and sandwich terns. 
continuing to walk along the East Bank, a ping ping 
call alerted me to brief views of Bearded reedings, 
flying amongst reeds, and just to please steve 
grimwade a fly past of a Mediterranean gull (a pity 
he wasn’t there). i walked back to the visitor centre 
to be reunited with lesley and a welcome ice-cream, 
and we sat on the new terracing to watch the 
various EBs members walk round the reserve. 

it was now time to head for home, the weather 
had closed in again and there was definitely a nip in 
the air now.  a count was made and a grand total of 
78 species were seen, including a short-eared Owl 
by many of the group, and as we were driving out of 
cley, Brian olds managed to spot a red Kite, a 
fitting end to a great day out and to the EBs season 
of field trips.

i would like to thank gerry Johnson for his 
organising of all of the field trips this season, i now 
know a bit of how much hard work goes into getting 
these trips together, so gerry i hand over the ship 
back to you. i am pretty sure we didn’t lose anyone. 
until rutland in august when we kick off next  
year’s programme.

Reed Warbler (Bill PErKins)
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we had a number of members joining us on their 
first coach Field trip Meeting, including Mo 
Jackson, Jill Jordan, John smart and emily Broad, 
plus three Vice presidents. following a minor 
hiccup on arrival regarding the suggested ‘soft’ field 
parking area for the 17,500 kg coach (without 
passengers), our group of 31 arrived in good time 
for the 09:00 opening time.

Being sunday, the number of visitors was less 
than on the friday and saturday, thus allowing 
everyone a leisurely stroll around the 380 exhibits 
with reduced crowds in the 16 huge marquees and 
outside events. Many of our group were instantly 
recognisable around the fair by their smart society 
polo shirt with embroidered or printed logo. 
walking round with Treasurer anthony harbott and 
Membership secretary Peter dwyer we came 
across members of our group in all locations, one 
had put down a deposit for a trip to uganda, 
another more modestly had purchased some 
artwork, but i think Emily Broad can claim the most 
items purchased/collected based on the number of 
bags carried back onto the coach! 

some brushed shoulders with celebrities like 
david Lindo, Bill Oddie, simon King, tony Marr, 
Mark Avery, Chris packham, iolo williams, Mark 
Carwardine, stephen Moss, Johnny Kingdom, 
nick Baker, Martin Hughes-games and Jonathan 
& Angie scott, either in the marquees or at the 
‘Mastermind-style’ Quiz; some had new 
publications signed by the authors; some posted 
pledges at the auction hoping to secure a bargain 
and some collected useful ‘freebees’ from 
exhibitors. others attended some of the many 
interesting lectures and everyone encountered 
throughout the day expressed at having an 

enjoyable and relaxing day in the pleasant warm, 
dry conditions.

Visiting the Bird fair also permits us the 
opportunity to talk with potential speakers for our 
future indoor Meetings and investigate new ideas 
and sites to visit for field Trip Meetings.

The excellent three-day Bird fair just keeps 
getting bigger and better (organised by Tim 
appleton oBE and lorraine Eatenton), closing at 
17:00 as the forecasted light rain started to get 
heaver. in spite of the many vehicles entering the 
site, to collect their stand exhibits in the wet 
conditions to get off home as soon as possible, we 
departed on time at 17:30.

having completed all the formalities on the coach 
and approaching a slow moving traffic jam on the 
M11 half-way between duxford and the a11 
junction our coach suddenly juddered to a halt! 
our driver richard tried in vain to get it restarted 
but without success. fortunately, in pleasant 
conditions, we only had to wait for forty minutes, 
taking the time to look for species flying overhead, 
before the replacement coach despatched from the 
garage arrived to ‘rescue’ us from the hard shoulder. 
for those interested, an airline pipe supplying the 
pneumatics to the gear box had fractured, totally 
immobilising the coach. This was an unavoidable 
and most unfortunate incident to say the least and 
something that has never happened to us before 
and trust will not happen again. 

The society and J. w. lodge & sons apologise to 
everyone on the trip and trust that you were not 
inconvenienced too much by the delay and you will 
join us for next year’s Bird fair trip to rutland 
water, the largest event of its type in the world to 
support another important conservation project.         

the ‘Bird Fair’, rutland water 
23rd August 2015 by gerry Johnson

the ‘naze’
13th september 2015 by gerry Johnson
it was a beautiful september morning for our trip to 
the naze. hardly a ripple on the sea and not a breath 
of air disturbed the leaves in warm sunshine. some 
parked for free in green lane or in naze Park road 
but the majority opted to use the ‘pay-and-display’ 
naze car park, which was still showing an august 
date! we welcomed Thomas (lesley and steve’s 
nephew) and Ellen, both joining us for the first time. 
we assembled by the naze café and the part 
constructed EwT centre (due to be open sometime 
in 2016) where fourteen pied wagtail were counted 
and a Meadow pipit before departing for the farm 
building under the leadership of steve grimwade 
from ’swallow Birding’.

The thick masses of bushes by the farm were laden 

with ripe fruit in the form of rosehips, hawthorn 
berries, Elderberries and Blackberries with Blackcap, 
Lesser whitethroat, Blackbird, Common 
whitethroat, dunnock and garden warbler all 
tucking into the fruit. Jackdaw, Collard dove, 
woodpigeon and Feral pigeons perched on the old 
farm barns, but due to the thick undergrowth it was 
unfortunately not possible to inspect the pond as in 
previous years.

Moving on we had more good views of these 
warblers amongst the double hedgerow, eight 
Magpies, a pair of Jays and groups of siskin 
amounting to 20 flying overhead. Towards the coast 
the silhouette a Kestrel hovered and a Carrion 
Crow were noted.  walking along the hedge row was 

27

EBS Journal no127 pp.indd   27 19/1/16   09:24:12



To make the most of the day in north norfolk, and 
get our ‘autumn fix’ for the area, we departed at the 
earlier time of 07:00, so some from more remote 
parts of the county snoozed on route on a dull 
morning, while others caught up on news and 
sighting seen during the summer. we welcomed 
many regular members, Emma robinson on a first 
trip and some members returning after a number of 
years, who were all most welcome. 

The comfort/refreshment stop at the Barton Mills 
services produced some interesting species, as  
it so often does when heading in this direction, 
including grey wagtail, Coal tit, a Lesser spotted 
woodpecker which soon disappeared into the thick 
covering of leaves, and the first of many goldcrests 
to be seen during the day. other species seen on the 
journey included Jay, rook, Carrion Crow, Kestrel, 
egyptian goose, red-legged and grey partridge, 
and pheasant.

The rsPB reserve at Titchwell was our first 
destination where we had three hours to enjoy the 

so pleasant with few other visitors where we added 
‘garden species’ – Blue tit, great tit, robin with 
more Blackcap and Common whitethroat. 
overhead swallows and House Martins were flying 
south on the start of their ca. 9,660 km (6,000 mile) 
migration to south africa.

from the escarpment we viewed the area below 
and noticed that some of the tree foliage was already 
showing signs of autumn. Taking the diagonal 
footpath we came across a family group of Long-
tailed tits, but the reported earlier sightings of 
Common redstart, Firecrest and pied Flycatcher all 
eluded us as we spent time scanning the area around 
the sycamore trees so we proceeded to the sea wall 
with suffolk on the far side of hamford water.

The remains of a camp fire smouldered on the far 
side of the lagoon with a pair of smart upright 
wheatear bobbing about. Cormorant perched on 
exposed posts and four early Brent geese flew into 
hamford water. steve first heard and then located a 
grey wagtail, which did not stay for long on the 
ground before heading off towards dovercourt/
harwich. six sanderlings flew low along the shore 
line and a seal bobbed about off shore. The walk to 
the far end of the sea wall was rewarding with 
sightings of Mute swan, shelduck, redshank, grey 
plover and dunlin in the saltings. The John weston 
reserve produced starling, male pheasant and the 
rough ground between where we stood and the 
reserve permitted good views of a hovering male 
Kestrel and the unmistakeable call of a Cetti’s 
warbler was heard.

francis hall and david Turner opted to continue 
around the circuit, but with darkening skies the 
remainder of the group decided to try again for the 
reported species amongst the sycamore trees before 
refreshments in the café. from the sea wall we 
added a pair of sandwich terns, a Mediterranean 
gull and a superb flypast by a Barn Owl.

we were a month earlier than our previous visit  
to the naze and benefited by seeing some of the 
warblers prior to them migrating. By the time we 
reached the Tower the forecast light rain had started 
and subsequently increased in intensity as we 
enjoyed our refreshments before concluding the 
good day in excellent company, with thanks to steve 
grimwade for leading the trip and finding the birds.

titchwell Marsh rspB and Holme dunes nwt 
reserves
18th October 2015 by gerry Johnson

many species to be seen at this time of year.  
The feeder station behind the centre provided 
nourishment for siskin, greenfinch, Chaffinch, 
goldfinch, Marsh tit and a fine male Brambling. 
The path leading to the beach was busy with 
visitors.  along the path, with the marsh to the left,  
a Kingfisher perched for many to enjoy. in the same 
area we also noted ruff, Linnet, skylark, Meadow 
pipit, dunlin, grey Heron, reed Bunting, Little 
egret, a water rail and heard the call of Cetti’s 
warbler. on the opposite side, over the reedbeds,  
a female Marsh Harrier quartered a section of  
the reeds.

some of the group took the path leading to the 
fen hide where les Bird, John Eaton and Terry 
Poskitt had good views of ring Ouzel, while david 
and Kate smith added stonechat to the day’s list.

as we approached the first lagoon, it was a typical 
winter scene that can be seen and appreciated at 
many estuaries and bodies of water across East 
anglia, especially in Essex. The shallow lagoon was 

Pied Wagtail (lEslEy collins)
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‘littered’ with wildfowl and waders – wigeon, teal, 
gadwall, shelduck, shoveler, pintail, pochard, 
Mallard, tufted duck, redshank, greenshank, 
Avocet, Common snipe, ringed plover, ruff, green 
sandpiper, Lapwing, Curlew, grey plover, 
Bar-tailed and Black-tailed godwit and Little 
grebe. not forgetting the skeins of Brent geese 
that kept flying in. other geese seen included 
pink-footed, Canada and greylag.

on the freshwater lagoon a flock of 250-300 
golden plover were resting, many on one leg!  
all calling – ’pu-peee, pu-peee’ – producing a very 
atmospheric feeling, along with many more waders, 
ducks and geese.

on reaching the beach, with the tide ebbing away, 
Oystercatcher, sanderling, turnstone, Common, 
Black-headed, great and Lesser Black-backed 
gulls moved about the tide line, plus 80–100 
Cormorant were resting.  Paul frampton walked 
along the beach to the point and was rewarded with 
the sighting of an eider. out on the water Common 
scoter, great Crested grebe and gannet were also 
seen. Titchwell had again produced so many species 
to be seen.        

it was all too soon time to board the coach for the 
fifteen minute drive to holme dunes national 
nature reserve, acquired by the norfolk wildlife 
Trust (nwT) in 1965, with the option to also visit 
the adjacent norfolk ornithological association 
(noa) observatory and ringing station.

on arrival at holme dunes the nwT centre 
advised the earlier locations of a pallas’s warbler 
and two great grey shrike, which sent the group 
out to search the dunes. The conifer trees between 
the centre and the sea were ‘full’ of goldcrests 
together with a Firecrest found by richard stanley. 
on the previous day over 150 goldcrests were 

trapped and processed at the noa observatory, so 
it was no real surprise at the number our group 
encountered across the dunes.

during the search for the pallas’s warbler we met 
up with Peter livermore, a former EBws member 
before retiring and moving to holt a few years ago. 
Peter’s directions to a thicket of sallows produced 
more goldcrest, Chiffchaff, dunnock, Blue, great 
and Long-tailed tits and steve collins was over 
50% confident at seeing the pallas’s warbler, but it 
was not a long lingering view. But concerns were 
feared when a sparrowhawk emerged with a small 
prey species in its talons! finding former society 
members proved to be easier than the pallas’s 
warbler which eluded most (the short squall didn’t 
help) as did the great grey shrikes, which were 
reported to have moved on somewhere else, 
possibly further along the golf course? 

The grazing marshes proved to be much more 
productive with short-eared Owl, Barn Owl, grey 
Heron, Little egret, Brent geese, pink-footed 
geese, Buzzard, Mute swan, green woodpecker 
and the expected wildfowl. Many of these migrants 
would be spending winter feeding on the 
saltmarshes and grazing marshes of the area. The 
vast expanse of holme beach also provided more 
sightings of Black-tailed godwit, redshank, 
sanderling, turnstone and gulls.

our group were all back on the coach after another 
three hours at holme, in time to make sure we were 
clear of the reserve before the gate gets locked at 
17:00. it had been a bird filled day with the day’s 
total of species identified by the group a very 
impressive 104. it had been sometime since we 
reached over the hundred species in a day, 
confirming just how good north norfolk can be at 
this time of year.

Ruff (lEslEy collins)
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it was another month when we welcomed more 
members; sian Bewick, sue and alan watts, joining 
our friendly field Trip for the first time. it was 
blustery as we boarded the coach in chelmsford 
with showers forecast during the day. no sooner 
reaching white hart lane on the outskirts of north 
chelmsford, some on the coach caught a brief 
sighting of a raptor at it glided over! with its very 
light plumage the first thought was an Osprey, but 
due to the time of year when most Ospreys are now 
in west africa, it was more likely to be a Common 
Buzzard. following the stanway pickup, where we 
were joined by ‘swallow Birding’ tour leader steve 
grimwade, we were soon heading for north-east 
norfolk, seeing pheasant, many grey partridge, 
Common Buzzard, various Corvids and egyptian 
geese on route. 

our first site, horsey Mere, was a venue to be 
experienced for the first time. while predominantly 
an area of freshwater, the ‘Broads national Park’ 
extends to the coast at horsey, providing us an 
opportunity for an undemanding walk around this 
intriguing area, and taking in the only colony of grey 
seals living in the norfolk Broads.  as we approached 
horsey it started to rain, but the strong wind meant 
that the shower soon passed. we left the coach at 
the national Trust car park in windy conditions, 
hearing pied wagtail before heading for the high 
sand dunes. we had hardly gone 100 metres when 
Bill Perkins located a Barn Owl hunting along an 
embankment to our right, fighting against the wind. 
it was a little surprising to find an owl out hunting 
on such a windy morning, but being wet the 
previous day it probably needed to feed and was 
taking advantage of the now dry weather.

with the ‘nelson head’, a traditional norfolk 
Public house, on our left, the group strung-out along 
the foot path. steve grimwade pointed out a Merlin 
flashing across the rough area to those at the front 
of the group. Little egret, grey Heron, Marsh 
Harrier and Meadow pipit were also seen. on the 
dead trunk of a small willow a pair of stonechat 
moved around, perching long enough for sian to get 
some good photographs.  a wren also joined them 
around the stump base.

on reaching the high sand dunes we joined many 
other visitors climbing the steps, purpose built to 
prevent damage to the dunes. once reaching the top 
of the dunes, and away from the steps, the seaward 
side was quite sheltered from the strong wind.  as far 
as you could see in each direction there were grey 
seals hauled out, resting on the beach and being 
‘sand-blasted’ as the sand whipped across the beach. 
with the off shore wind the sea was relatively calm, 
and many of the group saw great Crested grebe, a 

Horsey Mere & Hickling Broad/stubbs Mill 
raptor watch point
15th november 2015 by gerry Johnson

number of gannets in adult plumage close to shore, 
Cormorants, various gulls and a red-throated 
diver seen by simon Banks.  

we commenced the return walk and it was not 
long before steve grimwade located a fine 
short-eared Owl, quartering behind a blind of 
bushes sheltering the ground from the wind. Before 
re-joining the coach for the short drive to hickling 
Broad and the stubbs Mill raptor roost watch Point 
we added goldfinch and greenfinch on a stand of 
decaying sunflowers.

as we moved on to hickling Broad the clouds gave 
way to sunshine and, although windy, the 
temperature was a balmy 14-15°c – very warm 
compared to the freezing conditions experienced on 
previous visits made to the stubbs Mill reserve. 
Probably due to the mild conditions, winter thrushes 
were in short supply as we moved down the lane, 
although pheasant, red-legged partridge, 
Blackbird, song and Mistle thrush were present in 
the fields and hedges.

our group had only just mounted the raptor 
watch Point and started scanning the area when 
two Common Crane were found grazing some 
500m away, with excellent ‘scoped views 
appreciated by all. from the moment we arrived 
Marsh Harriers were coming in from all directions 
and settling down to roost. in the far distance a 
single female Hen Harrier was also seen, with its 
shallow ‘V’ wing formation and white rump. small 
groups of woodpigeon, stock dove and redwing 
flew overhead and a single Fieldfare arrived on a 
berry laden Hawthorn bush. Blue, great, Long-
tailed tits and Chaffinch moved along the hedge 
behind the elevated watch Point along with reed 
Bunting and a female Yellowhammer out in front of 
the group. Meanwhile small skeins of pink-footed 
geese and noisy greylag geese passed overhead in 
the clear sky. 

as the afternoon progressed the ‘bugling’ sound of 
Cranes could be made out and it was not long 
before three more Common Crane, including a 
juvenile, elegantly flew in from behind us, circled 
around in front of our position before turning again 
and disappeared behind the dwelling and trees to 
our right. These new arrivals encouraged the two 
grazing Cranes to take to the air and join them. as 
the light faded larger groups of 25 redwing and 
Fieldfare circled looking to feed prior to roosting. 

it had been a splendid visit to the two areas 
enjoyed by all in mild november conditions, with 
new birds seen by some of the 40 strong group 
amongst the 62 species identified at the two sites, 
including the target species, plus the bonus of the 
grey seals.
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The brave souls that arrived at 
Thameside nature Park were 
greeted by a mild, but very strong 
wind blowing from the west, and 
there isn’t much cover at 
Thameside. Much more welcome 
was a fly past of a juvenile male 
Merlin before we had even had 
time to walk to the visitors 
centre.  after speaking to steve 
swinney, we all decided to head for 
the roof of the visitors’ centre to 
have look round the reserve, high 
tide was 09.00am, so the waters 
were just starting to recede when 
we got there. looking round there 
were numbers of redshank (150) 
and Curlew (40) on the exposed 
mud, all busily feeding away. Lesser 
redpoll, green & greater spotted woodpecker 
were seen, looking jet propelled when they were 
flying with the wind. Then it was decided to go onto 
the hide, where it would be a little more sheltered. The 
hide boasts of one of the most comfortable chairs i 
have ever seen, as richard stanley can tell you! 
around 150 teal could be seen, along with Avocet, 
shelduck and a number of gulls following a small 
container boat up the river, despite steve grimwade’s 
best efforts, even he couldn’t find a Mediterranean 
gull for us.  amongst the feeders by the hide there 
was plenty of activity with great and Blue tits 
flitting back and forth and dunnocks on the ground. 
once we had all warmed up we were then brave 
enough to venture outside again, this time taking the 
path following the Mucking creek and going toward 
the Park’s entrance. The habitat was one of low scrub 
and once past the sluice of reedbeds, as it was more 
sheltered here, there were more birds to be seen.  a 
couple of nice stonechats on the path and the wire 
fence, and once into the reeds Cetti’s warblers could 
be heard and seen by the lucky few. otherwise the 
reeds were fairly quiet, and we made our way back to 
the entrance. we could hear ring-necked parakeets 

calling in the trees nearby in the 
direction that we were headed,  
and we were still lucky and we all 
managed to see an excellent 
female sitting in the trees. curses 
were made to the people who 
hadn’t got cameras; this was a treat 
especially for the travellers from 
the north of the county, a year  
tick for more than one member  
of the party. 

as time was pushing 1.30pm and 
the clouds looking darker, most of 
the party made the short trip over 
to rainham Marshes reserve, 
managing to avoid the christmas 
shoppers on their way to lakeside, 
despite dodgy directions from all 
three steves.  as we would not have 

time to walk all the way round the reserve before the 
light faded, a decision was made to walk the southern 
end of the marshes, along the Thames foreshore. The 
first hide we went to we were all promised by richard 
that you always see snipe there, and, thanks to the 
eagle eyes of steve grimwade, we found two. walking 
further along the shore line we encountered around 
200 Lapwing, and 40 odd ringed plovers. Just as we 
came to the most south westerly point a short-eared 
Owl flew from the river into the reserve, and after 
careful spotting another three were seen quartering 
and hunting the marshes, along with a lone distant 
Marsh Harrier. By now the light was fading so we 
turned round to return to the visitors centre for coffee 
and cake, although there was still enough light to see 
3 grey seals on the far shore, beached on the mud.

all in all we managed to see 52 species in total 
which, considering the weather and the light, was very 
good. Thanks again to both of the steve’s, grimwade 
and swinney, for their spotting and guidance 
generally. it is also fortunate that i am writing this as i 
am able to thank gerry for all of his hard work that he 
has put into organising the field trips throughout the 
year.  and here’s to 2016 when it all starts over again. 

Field trip to thameside nature park  
& rainham Marshes
6th december 2015 by steve Collins

Apologies for not being able to attend the June and December 2015 trips to NWT Cley Marshes and  
EWT Thameside & RSPB Rainham Marshes respectively, but I know that you were well looked after by 
Lesley and Steve Collins in my absence, for which I thank them. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the members and guests that have supported our 
Friendly Field Trip Meetings and Interesting Indoor Meetings from the current 2015–2016 Fixture Card.  
I hope that you have enjoyed them as much as I have and I look forward to seeing you again on some of 
our trips and at our talks in 2016. Please see the full list of meetings in Essex Birding, on the website 
(www.eBws.org.uk) or on social media. gerry Johnson

The group at Thameside (lEslEy collins)
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along with so many others and incensed by the 
illegal slaughter of birds of prey in Britain by 
shooting, trapping and poisoning, neil sumner and i 
were keen to attend Mark avery’s day of protest in 
the Peak district both in august of 2014 and 2015. 
The former was held in the upper derwent Valley, 
the latter at goyt Valley near Buxton. More than five 
hundred of us turned up on each occasion to register 
our protest at the demise of the Hen Harrier on the 
upland driven grouse moors. it is estimated that the 
upland moors of scotland are ‘missing’c.1000 pairs 
of Hen Harriers and in England it is estimated that 
c.300 pairs of Hen Harriers are ‘missing’. Potential 
harrier habitat that remains effectively unoccupied. 
in England in 2013, no pairs of Hen Harriers bred 
successfully, in 2014 four or five pairs bred and in 
2015 only six pairs were known to be successful. 
Those birds that were radio tagged mysteriously 
disappeared. The self-interests of some grouse moor 
owners and their employees are having a 
devastating effect on the harrier population.

we are dealing here with an entrenched elitist 
cultural tradition, perpetuated as a sport from the 
Edwardian days, whose consequences have long 
been scientifically quantified as disastrous to wildlife 
generally. with respect to the hen harrier in 
England, it is now threatened with extinction as a 
breeding species. The view has been put forward that 
driven grouse shooting requires illegal activity to be 
viable. The time for change is well overdue. The 
power of public opinion, even more so with the 
advent of social media and e-petitions1, is a very 
powerful force.

To maintain a viable grouse moor involves 
rotational moorland fires, drainage and eradication 
of raptors generally, plus crows, foxes, hares and 
stoats, to create vast areas of altered habitat with a 
much depleted level of biodiversity. The Hen Harrier 
is just one of many predators that suffer persecution; 
classified as vermin in the eyes of the self-serving. 
until there is some meeting of minds, if that is 
possible, between conservationists and the shooting 
and hunting fraternity over this issue, the problem of 
how a lucrative business and conservation can 
coexist will be like an open wound.

driven grouse shoots are big business with some of 
the top venues charging considerable sums of 
money and some clients even arriving by helicopter. 
Those grouse moors that are run with legality in 

Hen Harrier day – 10 August 2014  
& 9 August 2015
A protest against driven grouse shooting and the inglorious twelfth

  John smartn

mind need have less to worry about. But the 
persistent and hardened criminal elements amongst 
both the grouse moor owners and the shooting 
fraternity, whose mindset is cast in stone, take 
solace in knowing full well that the policing of these 
vast and remote areas are well-nigh impossible.

Background
historically, the Hen Harrier used to additionally 
breed on lowland heaths, wetlands and downland 
but rarely so now. it is thought that only when the 
population of the upper moorlands become 
significant will a slow expansion occur outside this 
range and back into the wider habitat. 

There are two types of grouse shooting, ‘walked-
up’ and ‘driven’. The former involves dogs to flush up 
a less dense number of grouse and allows for a 
greater density of raptors in the area to flourish. The 
latter requires a line of beaters to flush up a greater 
density of grouse towards a line of static shooters 
and it is this that requires such intensive raptor 
persecution. 

whereas pheasants and red-legged partridges 
can be raised in pens and released, red grouse, on 
its near exclusive diet of heather, are required to 
breed on the upper moorland itself. it is this fact that 
warrants such intense habitat management.

Legal Approaches
1 The law in scotland as it stands holds that 
landowners are guilty of ‘vicarious liability’ should 
their employees commit a wildlife crime. But in 
England that is not the case at present, although 
there is pressure to come into line with scottish law.
2 There has also been pressure to introduce a 
licensing scheme for grouse moors. should wildlife 
crime occur then the license can be withdrawn for 
operating grouse shoots until ‘the house is put in 
order’. The rsPB has eventually subscribed to this. 
3 another angle that has been put forward is to 
criminalize the unlicensed possession of certain 
poisons. But so far this is another piece of legislation 
that has failed to reach the statute books.

grouse moors are considered a way of farming as 
game birds are marketed for human consumption. 
Thus with a measure of caP interpretive 
inventiveness, grouse moors receive a farm subsidy 
per hectare. This has recently been increased from 
£30 a hectare to £56 a hectare by the government. 
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and that is money paid out of our taxes.
at the upper derwent Valley in 2014, when it came 

time for the impassioned speeches by Mark avery 
and chris Packham, the heavens promptly opened 
and it rained the proverbial stair rods. however, it 
was a good opportunity to test out one’s all weather 
birding gear (mine needed upgrading!).  afterwards, 
neil and i went up on the moors to birdwatch and 
although no Hen Harrier was evident (or expected), 
amongst a rather thin bird list, we did locate a red 
grouse!

similar protest gatherings were held this year in 
dorset, lancashire, durham, Perth and Kinross, and 
argyll and Bute.

needless to say this is a very emotive issue and is 
just one of a whole series of ongoing wildlife 
concerns, the Mediterranean area a particular case in 
point. The irony is that British conservationists are 
calling for a common sense and a humane attitude 
elsewhere with respect hunting protocol but we 
have similar unresolved issues on our own doorstep. 
despite the anomaly, the fight goes on to rectify 
both issues.

The sky-dance by the male Hen Harrier can be 
viewed on: http://www.arkive.org/northern-harrier/
circus-cyaneus/video-09a.html

hen harrier day (now an annual event) is initiated 
by Bawc (Birders against wildlife crime), organized 
and orchestrated by Mark avery, chris Packham, the 
rsPB and the north west raptor Protection group.

1 E-petitions require a minimum of 10,000 signatures to 
evoke a government response and a minimum of 100,000 
signatures for it to be discussed in Parliament.

by tonie wilson

exciting news from essex wildlife trust Fingringhoe wick 
Visitor Centre & nature reserve 

Essex wildlife Trust have, thanks to an appeal,  raised over £125,000 which enabled them to purchase land, 85 
hectares to the north of their fingringhoe wick nature reserve, to create a new intertidal habitat; a mix of 
saltmarsh, mudflat and saline lagoon.

work is still on-going, but on the 30th september the sea wall was breached, and already the area is proving to be 
very popular with Common tern, grey Heron, Lapwing, Curlew, Brent geese and Little egret already been seen.

a new fantastic hexagonal bird hide has been installed and, which will open shortly, will give birdwatchers 
amazing views and work on the new reed bed has also started. *

There is no access to the new area at present but we will make the announcement in the press and via social 
media when this unique area is open.* if you have not been to the reserve recently it is well worth a visit.  
* These may have taken place by the time this publication reaches you

the Blood and the purple

in a habitat of raw elements
squalls sweep across in flurries
over ancient ridges and carved valleys
all along the waving folds of calluna
where thrives the bilberry and the 

sundew
and the upland ways of wild things
a theatre for a circus turn!
soars adeptly in his cyaneus livery
The laws of physics surpassed!
To sky-dance above the purple haze 
a suitor’s crazy spirals to impress!
against the broad bright skies
on the killing grounds of the driven
Trodden in and stamped upon
crushed by the self-serving
in the blood and the purple
another budding dance troupe lay inert
as victims of dark days and biased ways.

[JS 11/09/14]                                                            
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well i guess the day we decided to plan a trip to 
canada was in april 2013, as we waved my son off at 
heathrow airport for his new life in grande Prairie, 
alberta. we started saving and planning. we decided 
on two weeks in May 2015, which would give us a 
canadian bank holiday weekend with Matt and a uK 
one when we got back to help us recover from the 
journey! steve worked out a route that would give us 
some time touring, some time to go bird watching 
and some time with family. on the internet we found 
a local birder (dan) from calgary and booked him for 
our first 2 days, on facebook we found someone 
happy to show us the bird areas of grande Prairie and 
another for Elk island, near Edmonton, for our last day.

after our 9 hour flight we arrived in calgary only 2 
hours after we left! we picked up our hire car and 
headed towards the city. steve is an excellent 
navigator so i drove, i was a bit worried when he didn’t 
let me know which lane i needed but instead shouted 
‘American Avocet’! we did find our hotel and, after 
dropping off our bags, we went out for a walk. The 
area had not looked too good when we drove in, so 
we broke the birders’ rule and went out without 
binoculars or camera – never again! as we walked 
around the corner we found ourselves walking 
between two cemeteries and watching American 
Magpies, American robins – including one feeding 
young, and above us a sharp-shinned Hawk was 
being chased off by a pair of red-tailed Hawks!  
we also watched Black squirrels and richardson’s 
ground squirrels among the gravestones. we found 
somewhere to have a salad and then went to bed 
ready for our 5.30am meeting with dan (who turned 
out to be calgary’s answer to steve grimwade!) 

dan was on time and we had agreed to drive the 
first day.  after heading south for 45 minutes we 
turned off the main road and found ourselves on the 
first of the many gravel roads we would encounter in 

Alberta
 Lesley and steve Collinsn   

alberta.  along the track we saw our first Brown-
headed Cowbirds and further along arrived at frank 
lake. frost still on the ground we headed towards the 
‘blind’ with Yellow-headed and red-winged 
Blackbirds watching us.  a Marsh wren was busy 
hoping around the reeds and on the lake itself there 
were plenty of ruddy duck, Cinnamon teal, 
Bufflehead, Canvasback and eared grebes 
swimming around, Canada geese and Franklin’s 
gulls were annoying each other wanting the same 
spot in the reeds, and up to a hundred white-faced 
ibis flew by in formations. Forster’s terns called 
overhead as we walked a corner and found a pair of 
wilson’s phalarope very close to the bank, along with 
California gulls.  American white pelicans kept their 
distance on the far side of the lake. we drove back up 
the track and stopped by a discharge pump. on the 
walk from the car a willet was flying around us, and 
down at the bank we found American Avocet, 
Canada geese with goslings and we watched the 
willet perform to, and succeed in wooing, his lady. 
Forster’s terns started fishing and an Osprey 
watched from a nearby platform. we left this area and 
drove further away from the main road, watching 
savannah and Clay-coloured sparrows along the 
fence wires, and Brewers Blackbirds in the fields. dan 
stopped us and pointed up into a tree where two 
great Horned Owlets, with mum close by, were 
watching us; we would never have seen them without 
dan’s local knowledge, nor would we have found the 
next part of frank lake – Basin 3. tree swallow nests 
lined the route and we saw plenty flying around and 
sitting on the posts watching us as we walked down to 
the pools.  a Marsh Hawk sat watching from a 
distance and a Killdeer moved away from us as we 
approached the pools. There we found greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs, semipalmated plover, 
semipalmated, Baird’s and Least sandpipers, 

American White Pelicans (lEslEy collins)
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Marbled godwit, short-billed dowitcher and more 
American Avocet. The ‘peeps’ decided to move as 
one to the far end of the pool and it was a fantastic 
show. we wandered along and they put on another 
show moving back to where they had started from! 
we then headed back to calgary and arrived at 
lafarge Meadows, the southernmost part of fish 
creek Provincial Park (fcPP). Three trumpeter swans 
were resting on the bank, and above us we had our 
first Bald eagle. Jet lag caught up with me and i 
headed back to the car for 40 winks while steve and 
dan did a circular walk of the area. i woke up to see a 
swainson’s Hawk sitting on a lamp post just ahead 
of me and then a flock of Black-capped Chickadees 
started flitting between the bushes. steve and dan 
also had a successful walk, resulting in them seeing a 
Le Conte’s sparrow, a rarity for the area. we moved 
to fcPP Bursmead in the hope of seeing a wood 
duck, he had moved on but on the small pools we 
had Blue-winged and green-winged teal. from 
there to fcPP Boat launch which produced a pair of 
Mergansers, a couple of downy woodpecker and 
also a Belted Kingfisher, along with our only shower 
of rain! we then stopped at fcPP The ranch and saw 
three great Horned Owlets, they were agitated and 
we were told that the parent had just been scared off 
by a ‘drone’ flying too close – something that is illegal 
in alberta. Just around from these beautiful birds we 
found a northern Flicker atop one of the pine trees. 
we dropped dan off for his jeep and drove an hour to 
our next hotel, which was halfway to Banff, and went 
straight to sleep!

5.30am again next morning and, as we were waiting 
for dan, a Coyote sauntered through the car park. it 
was another cold morning and we set off in dan’s 
jeep to upper Kananaskis lake. The lake was still 
frozen in many places, with snow still on the ground. 
a ruby-crowned Kinglet started singing, and then 
came out to give us good views. on lower Kananaskis 
lake we found a pair of Barrow’s goldeneye and the 
drake gave a lovely show of courting his lady. steve 
noticed a solitary sandpiper and we also had a pair 
of Varied thrush. on another pool we found 
wilson’s snipe, ring-necked duck, Lesser scaup, 
widgeon, spotted sandpiper, green-winged teal 

and Common Loons. driving further we had gray 
Jay and dark-eyed Junko along the verges and 
red-tailed Hawks on the higher poles, white-tailed 
and Mule deer and a snow-shoe hare. we drove 
down and into canmore where we bought fresh filled 
bagels for lunch and drove on to Banff. we parked up 
at the cave & Basin area and had not gone far before 
we were watching a sora rail skulking in the reeds, 
and a Chipping sparrow singing in the bushes. one 
of the horse riders warned of a Brown Bear on the 
trail, so dan went back to the jeep for his bear spray 
(we didn’t see it as the rangers had moved it on). 
along the trails we found townsend warbler, 
Common Yellowthroat, Lincoln’s and white-
throated sparrows, Yellow-rumped warbler, 
red-breasted nuthatch and Boreal Chickadees.  an 
Orange-crowned warbler kept singing and moving 
along in front of us, but eventually we caught it up 
for some lovely views.  a Blue Heron that had flown 
past us then gave good views whilst fishing in the 
shallow pools, and a raven landed nearby. from Banff 
we travelled back towards calgary before then 
heading away from the highway towards grand 
Valley road. we had Mountain Bluebirds using nest 
boxes along the route, and a ruffed grouse that 
made its way very slowly back into the woods. we 
were looking for sandhill Cranes, but sadly we were 
a little early for them. dan took us into a saloon in 
the middle of nowhere for Buffalo burgers before 
dropping us back at our hotel, and after saying our 
goodbyes we drove back to Banff to our hotel for the 
night. 113 birds and 92 lifers seen in two days!!  
we thoroughly recommend dan to anyone going to 
the calgary/Banff area, and will certainly book him 
for our next trip–www.bowvalleytours.
squarespace.com 

The next morning we woke just in time to get 
breakfast, it was great to just take our time and enjoy 
the hotel. we then drove the scenic route to lake 
louise and had to stop for a herd of long-horned 
sheep and we also spotted Elk and white-tailed deer 
walking back into the forests.  at the lake there was 
still snow on the ground and the lake itself was only 
just starting to thaw. Clark’s nutcrackers were 
everywhere and were very tame due to being fed by 

From left to right: Cinnamon Teal, American Robin, Clark’s Nutcracker (lEslEy collins)
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the day-trippers. from there we drove through the 
ice-fields, a very picturesque route through the 
mountains, past glaciers and green/blue lakes, 
eventually arriving in Jasper. we had a pleasant walk 
into the town for our first sit-down evening meal, 
and saw our first and only passenger train (the trains 
we saw were only freight, often a mile long and 
pulling containers two high). in the morning we 
walked around the town again and had Violet-green 
swallows flying around us, the sun reflecting on 
their colours was fantastic. we set off out of the 
mountains, stopping at Trout lake to see Common 
Loons. we parked up at william switzer national 
Park where we had a picnic lunch overlooking Jarvis 
lake and watching goldeneye, Canvas Back and 
Common Loons. we finally arrived in grande cache, 
a very small mining town with very few shops or 
eateries and the last gas station for 180kms. we 
checked in, had a meal and caught up on emails. 

Early breakfast the next day, lunch chosen from the 
gas station, and we set of for grande Prairie (gP). 
The route took us through logging territory; the 
roads were straight for miles and very little traffic. 
we were amazed how fast the lorries were, even 
when fully loaded they left us standing! without any 
suitable stopping areas we drove straight through 
gP and found Matt at work.  after a slightly tearful 
reunion (it had been 2 years) and plans made for 
meeting up, we headed to the tourist centre. with 
18 km of trails, Muskoseepi Park runs through the 
entire city from north to south. starting at Bear 
creek reservoir we had lunch and walked this area 
and centennial Park, finding red-necked grebe. we 
then moved round to crystal lake, on which we 
found 1000s of Franklins and ring-billed gulls. we 
also had Yellow-headed and red-winged 
Blackbirds and a Hairy woodpecker. we met Matt 
at the hotel and checked in, able to unpack properly 
for the first time as we were staying 6 nights!

next morning was steve’s birthday, so after 
opening his presents and cards we met up with Matt, 
nikki and Jordon and took a drive out to Bear lake, 
where we introduced the family to a spot of 
birdwatching! we needed the scope to find 

white-winged scoters on the lake, and we had two 
wilson’s warblers flying around the tree tops, we 
also had a snow-shoe Hare come out to see us. we 
started to get surrounded with mosquitoes so beat a 
hasty retreat.  as this was the ‘tourist’ part of the 
holiday we drove to a few areas of local interest, 
pointing out tree swallows and Matt found us a 
field of Buffalo. we headed back to their apartment, 
collected their dog and set off for a circular walk 
along part of Bear creek south, listening to warblers 
along the way but not quite finding them. 

saturday morning we had arranged to go out early 
with sylvain (who we found via facebook, he lives in 
gP and knows the best spots to go birding). we went 
to a different part of Bear lake, and visited ferguson 
and Kleskun lakes. it was cloudy with a bitter cold 
wind but we saw pelicans, ring-billed gulls, 
Marbled godwit, and a red-tailed Hawk sitting on 
her nest. we arrived back at our hotel at lunch time 
and spent the rest of the day in gP with Matt and 
nikki. sunday we all drove to saskatoon island 
Provincial Park, we looked out on the lake for the 
trumpeter swans and found…one! But it was a 
lovely area and we had Bufflehead, Canvasback and 
goldeneye on the lake, and walking the circular 
route back to the car we had savannah sparrows 
singing from the saskatoon bushes. we drove onto 
Beaverlodge for our picnic lunch by the giant Beaver 
and then back to gP. we left one car in the north car 
park and then walked the Bear creek corridor from 
Matt’s house, crossing the river a few times, finding 
Hairy and downy woodpeckers, northern Flicker, 
Belted Kingfisher (i missed it again), ravens, two 
Chipmunks and red squirrel. Monday was a lazy 
morning followed by a drive to o’Brien Provincial 
Park just south of the city, walking along the wapiti 
river. here we watched a Hermit thrush and a 
Hooded Merganser we also saw swallowtail 
butterflies and a hummingbird hawk-moth. we 
drove up to nitehawk ski area and found an 
Olive-sided Flycatcher singing in the top of a tree 
(but almost at eye level as we were so high) The rest 
of the bank holiday gave us a chance to meet Matt’s 
friend and work colleague rorik, his wife loralie and 

From left to right:  Townsend’s Warbler (dan arndT), American Avocet (lEslEy collins), Red-winged Blackbird (lEslEy collins)
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their 3 boys, where we spent time chatting and had a 
lovely meal in their home. on the way back we saw 
white-tailed deer at the roadside. Tuesday was to 
be our last day in gP and we spent it shopping – at a 
cowboy store! The leather boots were amazing, and 
expensive. Matt wanted a hat (to go with his boots, 
shirt and belt) so spent time trying them on but he 
left empty handed with one still on his wish list. we 
bought some lunch and took it to crystal lake; all the 
gulls that we had seen on there a few days earlier had 
gone, although we still had the calling red-winged 
Blackbirds and a couple of trumpeter swans. our 
last evening was at a Teriyaki restaurant which was 
fun, and then drinks back at our hotel. 

Matt and nikki met us after breakfast the next 
morning for a tearful goodbye, we then drove east to 
slave lake and arrived at the lesser slave lake Boreal 
centre early afternoon. we picked up maps and 
walked the ‘songbird walk’ and then drove up Marten 
Mountain, where we had a fantastic view of the lake 
and surrounding area, we found a number of 
swallowtail butterflies but it was quiet of birds. Early 
next morning we drove to the obs centre and we 
saw a Black and white warbler flitting about the 
trees where the mist nets had been set up. we were 
told that the migration had slowed down and we 
only saw the team with an American Black redstart, 
but it was lovely to see this little bird so close.  as it 
was quiet we made our way back to the Boreal 
centre, and although it was closed, we could still walk 
the area. we found a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
which was new for us, but otherwise it was quiet here 
too. on the way back to slave lake 
township we drove along the beach 
road and stopped to see a 
Bonaparte’s gull, white-throated 
sparrows and Yellow-rumped 
warblers, we also parked up and 
walked along a boardwalk where we 
watched a House wren flitting 
about and photographed a sparrow 
that was singing on the bushes (once 
home we identified this as another new 
bird, a swamp sparrow). we drove south 

to fort saskatchewan and to a lovely little B&B just 
outside of the city, surrounded by fields, this was to 
be our base for our last 2 nights. 

in the garden we watched American robins, tree 
swallows, and two red tailed Hawks. friday 
morning we met up with wayne, who we had 
booked for the day to show us the best spots in and 
around Beaver hills. we started at cooking 
lake-Blackfoot Provincial recreation area just to the 
south and watched red-necked grebes on the lake, 
we also saw dragonflies and damselflies, butterflies 
and moths and a party of Baltimore Oriole flew 
through the trees. There were a lot of parking areas 
to stop in, with walks into the wooded areas. wayne 
prepared a wonderful outdoor lunch for us and after 
we drove through Elk island national Park stopping 
to watch Bison feeding and we called into the visitor 
centre. Throughout the day we spotted wilson’s 
snipe, Mountain Bluebird, Blue-winged teal, 
red-winged Blackbirds, Canada geese with 
nurseries of goslings, a flock of white pelicans 
feeding close by and, rare for this area, a trumpeter 
swan. To top it all as we headed back to the B&B,  
we saw a very close golden eagle being mobbed by 
two red-tailed Hawks, a wonderful end to our visit. 
our last evening was spent having a lovely meal in 
town, followed by a visit to the local ice-cream 
parlour with its vast selection of flavours to choose 
from, double scoops needed! saturday morning we 
made our last visit to Tim horton’s for coffee and 
donuts and then drove around Edmonton to the 
airport for our short flight to calgary and then 
overnight flight home. 

our total number of birds for the two weeks was 
132 with 112 being lifers for us. now we just hope 

that Matt and nikki get approved permanent 
residency so we can visit again in a few years 

time, maybe a september/october so we 
can find a different selection of birds! 

Update – Matt and Nikki have just 
been granted PR so 2018 is now in 
the planning!!

From left to right: Ruffed Grouse (lEslEy collins), Great Horned Owlets (lEslEy collins), Le-Contes Sparrow (dan  arndT)

Yellow-headed Blackbird (lEslEy collins)
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Friday 8th January 2016
derek Howes – ‘wiLdLiFe of BrAZiL, 
eCUAdOr & perU’ 
derek takes about his travels through parts of 
south america with stunning photographs of 
humming Birds and Jaguars along with many more 
birds and mammals 

Friday 5th February 2016
Martin davies – ‘wiLd CAnAdiAn rOCKies’ 
a wealth of birds and other wildlife that inhabit 
these northern forests and alpine meadows.  also 
home to a wonderful variety of splendid mammals, 
flowers and butterflies

Friday 4th March 2016 (Following AgM at 19:30)
edward Mayer – ‘swiFts’ 
founder of ‘swift conservation’ Edward talks about 
this spectacular and charismatic urban species. 
Their decline and surprising results of 14-years 
surveying will be revealed with superb photos    

Friday 1st April 2016
Kate risely from BtO – ‘gArden Birds’ 
organiser of the annual BTo garden Bird watch 
scheme enlightens us with some of the secrets 
about the vast variety of species found in and 
around our ‘own patches’

sunday 7th February 2016  
rYe HArBOUr reserVe – 
Mediterranean gull, red-breasted Merganser, smew, 
Bittern, divers, grebe

sunday 10th April 2016
grOVe FerrY & stOdMArsH rspB reserVe
little ringed Plover, yellow wagtail, spotted 
redshank    

sunday 8th May 2016
MinsMere rspB reserVe 
Bittern, Marsh harrier, dartford warbler, Bearded Tit, 
wheatear, avocet, Terns

sunday 5th June 2016 
OLd LOdge reserVe, AsHdOwn FOrest
Tree Pipit, Turtle dove, woodlark, redstart, hobby, 
Bullfinch

programme of 2016 
indoor Meetings

All talks start at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting 
House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2QL. 
Members £3.00, Non-members £4.00 on the door. 
Refreshments served during the interval.   
All welcome. 

saturday 19th March 2016

‘MigrAtiOn – OUt of AFriCA’ COnFerenCe 
To be held in  northumberland lecture Theatre, lordship campus,  

writtle college, nr chelmsford, cM1 3rr
By advanced booking only with John & Louise sykes (01245 355132)

full day event with exhibitors stands to enhance the experience
attendance is restricted to 100 delegates, so to avoid disappointment book early

Entrance includes ‘light’ lunch and refreshments  
during the 09:00 to 09:45 registration

For more details, a full list of speakers and the subjects to be covered  
please see our website www.ebws.org.uk – guests very welcome
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when you think of the classic landscapes of sussex, 
the ashdown forest may not spring immediately to 
mind. yet it must be one of the largest, least-
changed landscapes in our county, designated a 
hunting forest by the normans and maintained by 
man ever since.

years of grazing, industry and military activities 
have left us with a diverse landscape rich in dry, wet 
and humid heaths with acid grassland, rush pasture, 
mires, bogs and pools. There are stands of ancient 
beech, and combinations of wet woodland, gorse, 
dry birch woodland and blocks of scots pine. 

Plants include dodder, heath milkwort, heath 
bedstraw, heath spotted-orchid, lousewort, 
mat-grass, tormentil, alder buckthorn, bog asphodel, 
cotton grass, deer grass, heath rush, marsh 
pennywort, marsh st. John’s-wort, star sedge, 
round-leaved sundew, bog pimpernel and water-
purslane.

old lodge local nature reserve is set in the heart 
of the ashdown forest and is well known by wildlife 
enthusiasts and walkers alike as a place to enjoy 
wide open views over the open forest towards both 
the south and north downs, and also as a place 
where it is possible to see specialist heathland 
wildlife such as woodlark, tree pipit and nightjar.

nevertheless, it doesn’t quite ’feel’ like sussex, but 
somewhere altogether different, somewhere a bit 
more western, or northern. This feeling of 
displacement is rooted in the forest’s altitude. 
although much of it may still be classified as 
lowland heathland, at 700 feet or so there’s a 
noticeable difference in climate compared to the 
sun-drenched, sun-baked greensand heaths around 
Midhurst in west sussex. This difference in altitude 
makes a huge difference to the invertebrate species 
seen on site and also to their emergence times. 

in addition to the reserve’s sssi designation, it is a 
special Protection area – a European designation 
given to sites especially important to 
birds and old lodge is one of the few 
remaining places in sussex 
where the delightfully 
coloured redstart breeds 
regularly, thanks in part to 
the nest boxes put up and 
maintained by sussex wildlife 
Trust volunteers. walking here in 
the summer always offers good 
views of the redstarts alongside the 
classic heathland species like stonechats 
with their staccato calls from the top of 
gorse bushes and nightjars purring from the 
pines on warm summer evenings usually 
preceded by a woodcock on its ‘roding’ flight, 

Old Lodge nature reserve
 By Mark Monk-terryn 

marking out a giant circle just above tree level to 
stake its territory. old lodge has a greater density of 
redstart, tree pipit and woodlark than the rest of 
ashdown forest.

grazing has been restored to old lodge and in 
conjunction with scots pine, birch and bracken 
control by our trusted volunteers, is steadily 
improving the reserve for heath and acid grassland 
species. There are also several boggy ponds dug and 
maintained by the volunteers and a small stream 
lightly shaded in places by young alder, all of which 
prove very popular with species of dragonfly that are 
generally uncommon in sussex. These include the 
golden-ringed dragonfly, black darter, keeled 
skimmer and even the extremely rare red damselfly. 
several other interesting species are just occasional 
visitors at present, including brilliant emerald, downy 
emerald and white-legged damselfly.

it is the views, however, which form a lasting 
impression of old lodge: relatively free from 
development, this is a landscape that is perhaps one 
of the ‘wildest’ to be found in sussex.

Martin wilkinson volunteers for sussex wildlife 
Trust and helps run a weekly conservation work 
party at the reserve on Tuesdays. he also prepares 
bird count figures each year. Below are some of his 

comments from 2014. 
Martin said, ‘a short-toed eagle was the star 

visitor last year liking the terrain with 
adders, lizards and grass snakes. The area 

is not so productive for the more 
usual predators such as Buzzards, 

Kestrels, peregrines and 
sparrowhawks but these 

are regularly seen in 
small numbers. since 

2005 ravens have 
become regular 
autumn and winter 
visitors - in recent 

reserves Manager for the sussex wildlife trust (swt)

Old Lodge Nature Reserve (ToM s. B. lEE/swT)

Male Stonechat  
(daVE KilBEy/swT)
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years they have bred successfully, mobbing any 
Buzzards that stray too close.

tawny Owls have a number of territories in the 
woods and recently a Barn Owl has developed an 
interest in the reserve. some birds find the top of the 
high weald good for roosting, while feeding mainly 
off the forest. Hen Harriers have a winter roost 
nearby and were often seen last year (though their 
numbers have declined recently).

Martin has helped undertake a bird survey on site 
for many years (this was originally set up in 1983) 
and this gives us a very good indication of the 
number of species on site (56–72 species annually) 
and the numbers of species breeding – usually 
between 38 and 49 species with around 320 pairs or 
singing males recorded. since 1992 monitoring of 
nest box use has shown that up to 50 of the 65 
boxes are used each year, with around 35 boxes 
fledging young birds. These are mostly great tits, 
but redstart, Blue and Coal tit are always found.

There are a few resident redpolls and siskins and 
Crossbills breed irregularly. Linnets are welcome 
summer visitors (alongside the redstarts) attracted 
by the gorse and in the winter, Brambling flock to 
the few stands of ‘bundled’ beech trees. some birds 
like the domestic properties on the edge of the 
reserve such as spotted Flycatchers, Bullfinch and 
Marsh tits but sightings of Collard dove, House 
sparrows and starlings are rarities.

late wet snow cover for two consecutive springs 
has hit the dartford warblers but they are now 
re-establishing near-by. 

turtle dove, wood warbler and grasshopper 
warbler are only occasional visitors now and we do 
sometimes see Hen Harrier and great grey shrike.

our specialities are redstart, woodcock, nightjar, 
stonechat and tree pipit. on sunny days between 
January and october woodlarks will be singing 
somewhere on the reserve.  as well as these 
heathland classics, a walk out here in June should 
give over 30 species including spotted Flycatcher, 
siskin, redpoll, Blackcap, whitethroat, willow 
warbler, Linnet, Marsh tit, Coal tit, goldcrest, 
Yellowhammer, nuthatch, tree Creeper, Bullfinch 
and raven.

The valleys and ridges on the reserve can be 
feeding stop overs on migration routes with oddities 
spotted in recent years including Bee-eater, Marsh 
Harrier, Osprey, wheatear, Firecrest, green 
sandpiper, ringed plover and even Brent geese. 

overall, old lodge is a great place for birdwatching 
– not bad for a ‘brown field’ area having been used 
by a massive iron industry and army training ground 
for two wars.

for further details about the sussex wildlife Trust 
and its nature reserves including 

old lodge please visit: www.
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

From left to right: Bullfinch (dErEK MiddlETon/swT), Redstart (Jon hawKins/swT), Spotted Flycatcher (dErEK MiddlETon/swT)

Raven (ToM s. B. lEE)
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Birding For All is a relatively young organisation 
seeking to improve access for people with 
disabilities to reserves, facilities and services for 
birding. when set up in 2000 it was known as the 
disabled birders association but changed its name to 
Birding for all in 2010 in order to be more inclusive, 
after all there is no improvement to facilities, 
services or equipment designed to improve access 
for disabled people that makes them worse for 
anyone else, indeed, improvements for disabled 
people may well improve things for all sorts of 
people, young and old, of both genders and  
all abilities.

we would never compromise the 
needs of birds or other wildlife with our 
push to get better access for people, but 
do believe that good design that gives 
access to people with mobility problems 
etc. improves access for EVEryBody. 
half our members have a disability  
and half do not – we welcome all as it 
will only be by an alliance of disabled 
and able-bodied people that change  
will happen. 

one of the major aims of Birding for 
all is to encourage universal access to 
facilities designed for birders. There is a 
page on the website devoted to a 
‘template’ for assessing your local reserve, please 
use this template so that we can compare like with 
like. when you have made your assessment please 
send the details to us (in a word document if you 
can) and we will include it in our reserves section. 
feel free to contact us with news, ideas or reports on 
reserves etc. our primary objective has always been 
to try and improve access to all facilities that birders 
use, whether they be reserves and hides, birding 
equipment or accommodation and transport.

wheelchair Access – Hides
To enable wheelchair users to use a hide three 
features need to be addressed, as well, of course, as 
ensuring that benches at an adapted viewing slot 
can be moved out of the way. 
•	 ‘Leg’ room – there needs to be sufficient space 

for a wheelchair user to get to lean their elbows 
on the ledge and this means a slot for the front of 
the chair and the users knees to be forward of the 
ledge. 

•	 Ledge height – the ledge needs to be low enough 
for someone to lean their elbows from the sitting 
position of a wheelchair. 

•	 View slot – this obviously needs to be at the 
right height (probably being overall bigger) than 
the ‘normal’ slots and, if there are covers, their 
catches need to be accessible from a sitting 
position 

walking restricted Mobility Access – 
Benches
The single most useful enhancement for anyone 
who is ‘hard of walking’ is the provision of simple 
benches every 100m to 150m along paths and 
tracks. Many people who have restricted mobility 
find it hard to walk very far, either because they are 
very slow, very stiff, getting stiffer the further they 
walk, or who get more pain the further they walk. on 
their ‘good days’ they may manage as much as 300 
metres, but this is a round trip so 150m in one 
direction is a limit for many. The provision of a bench 

means they can rest, ‘unlock’ and wait 
for the pain top go away before 
retracing their steps or pushing on to 
the next rest spot. it is vital that each 
resting place is measured accurately 
and the distance given to the next 
stop (obviously geography and 
conservation needs may inform the 
exact positioning, so 100m–150m is a 
guideline). it is also important that the 
resting walker can view wildlife from 
where they rest. The minimum 
provision is a ‘perch’, this is a pole 
between two uprights at a height 
where one can ‘perch’ rather than be 
seated. Better still is a simple ‘bench’ 

of two uprights and a plank at ‘normal’ seat height 
(higher is better than lower as it is easier for people 
with mobility problems to rise from a higher 
position). The absolute ideal rest stop is a bench that 
has some form of backrest, not only is this more 
restful, some people with balance issues will be 
unhappy where there is nothing to lean against. in 
some places i have seen natural features (such as 
storm downed trees or boughs) converted into rest 
stops. The most bird-friendly mobility aid i’ve ever 
seen was a boardwalk having ‘lay-bys’ with seating 
opposite handrails that acted as small water troughs 
catching rainwater for birds to drink from.

Birding For All

please join us – Membership is Free for all,  
we treat all contact details as confidential, we 
do not share that information with other 
organisations and we do not send members lots 
of e-mails but will just keep them up to date 
with what’s happening at Birding for all a couple 
of times per year. 

any membership questions can be sent to ann 
davies – annrsPBnBucks@hotmail.co.uk.  and 
think about taking our template with you when 
you visit a reserve. www.birdingforall.com
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This time the report has been 
composed species by species with 
comments where appropriate and 
the dates of passage migrants, 
less common and rarer birds as 
recorded, mainly on the society 
blog. Those species present but 
not meriting special mention are 
listed at the end. 
Mute swan regular with few 
breeding but a notable non-
breeding summering population, 
140 being present on May 29th.
greylag goose 50 including 
three goslings with a pair was 
recorded on May 29th, the 
highest estimate count for this 
common goose.
swan goose This feral bird loafed 
and fed along with three potential 
christmas meals; descendants of 
the foregoing goose species, for 
much of the period.
Canada goose 385 counted on 
May 29th was the highest 
estimate of the number of this 
very common species.
emperor goose five feral birds 
were among canada geese on 
september 17th and among 
them was a hybrid possibly of this 

Abberton reservoir  by david wimpress 

and Barnacle goose.
red-breasted goose The two 
ringed escapees were reported 
from June 25th.
They were around moulting 
through to the end of august
egyptian goose numbers of or 
more ten were 13 on June 25th 
and ten on July 31st but no 
breeding was reported.
shelduck a single bird on June 
28th was the only breeding 
season record.  another was seen 
on 27th october.
wigeon The first of the autumn 
were two on august 19th and 
there were five on september 
5th.Thereafter numbers increased 
to the 100 plus reported from 
wigborough Bay on the 24th and 
again on october 11th and there 
were 20 seen elsewhere on the 
30th.
gadwall small numbers present 
until July 28th when c40 were 
seen. 50 were at the western end 
on september 17th.
teal The only record up to 
september was of two seen on 
July 6th. By september 15th 100 
plus were present. one was killed 

Bird reports May–October 2015

The society wishes to thank all the members that contribute to these reports and the members that collate them 
together to give a ‘feel’ for the species that are seen throughout the different areas and habitats around the 
county.

Most notes published in this section of Essex Birding are gathered by individuals or groups of other local birders. 
some records come from logs, kept at wildlife trust and other centres. casual birders, as well as experienced and 
proficient field observers and some professional naturalists, have access to these, so logs have been carefully 
checked and in some obvious cases ‘unlikely’ sightings will have been expunged at that stage. records of some 
commoner species added to logs by members of the public visiting a site may be happily accepted, but there is 
still potential for errors and mistakes. Therefore, as always, the advice is read, enjoy but recognise that while 
almost all news is accurate, authenticated records will appear only in the Essex Bird report.  For the Langdon Hills 
& Thameside and Wat Tyler reports, Andrew Cox has used a few records from the Southend RSPB website; Graham 
Mee has given permission for this. 

Many thanks are expressed to all those who make the effort and report their sightings, to the diligent log 
scrutinisers and not forgetting the dedicated reporters and to those birdwatchers who share their records with 
them. if not done so already can you please send all your relevant records for 2015 into the senior county 
recorder, Les steward (les.steward@btinternet.com) or the county recorders, terry Jeffreys (terry.jeffreys@
btinternet.com) or Mick tracey (micktrac@aol.com), not forgetting to use the six-column ‘Excel’ format to make 
things easier to process the thousands of records received. when submitting records, please look at the society 
website or the most recent Essex Bird Report to see whether any full descriptions are required in the case of 
species which are currently considered rare or vagrant in the county. Thank you.

by a Peregrine on the 12th!
pintail a single bid was seen on 
august 12th and nine were 
present on september 15th while 
up to five frequented hide Bay at 
the end of that month. numbers 
in its favoured haunt of 
wigborough Bay increased from 
40 on september 17th to 50 by 
the end of the period of this 
report.
white-cheeked pintail This 
escapee was seen at the western 
end on May 29th.
garganey a drake appeared on 
May 29th and remained next day 
to be joined by a second drake on 
the 31st and June 1st. return 
passage was represented by two 
on august 24th and two on 
september 6th.
shoveler There were five birds on 
July 28th and by september 17th 
150 were present, the majority of 
them being drakes.
pochard Present throughout with 
90 on May 29th being 
noteworthy. 16 on June 28th were 
probably unsuccessful breeders. 
some remained in July and 
increased to a maximum of 
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around 50 by september 5th.
red-crested pochard There had 
been twos and threes in late 
august but this species appeared 
in larger numbers from 
september 6th when ten were 
reported on the wigborough arm. 
Thereafter, up to 23 were seen 
there through to october 10th 
and there were still six on the 
25th. Two birders noted that 
among the flock – for they fed 
together, there were three birds 
which appeared definite females 
but were leucistic: possibly the 
progeny of one pair. The birds 
may well have come from 
holland; long thought to be the 
source of such late summer 
arrivals. (The hybrid x Mallard was 
reported with the aberrant 
Mallard/farmyard mongrel loafers 
on the west side of layer Breton 
causeway several times).
Ferruginous duck one was 
reported on august 21st  
and 22nd.
tufted duck Ten were reported 
on 28th June. common and 
present in small numbers with a 
steady increase from mid-august. 
goldeneye an apparent pair was 
present on May 1st.
little grebe a maximum of 20 
were counted on september 6th.
great Crested grebe Present 
throughout with 400 counted on 
July 31st.
slavonian grebe single birds 
were seen on september 11th 
and 25th and six were present on 
october 30th
Black-necked grebe likely two 
summer-plumaged birds were 
seen on May 21st and one was 
present from June 12th to 20th. 
single autumn birds were 
recorded on september 6th 
through to at least the 10th and 
there were two from the 17th to 
the 21st. with a winter-plumaged 
bird on october 25th and 30th.
grey Heron Present throughout 
and nesting in trees on the 
northern side of the western 
lagoon at the layer Breton end of 
the reservoir.
great white egret one appeared 
on august 20th and was present 
into september when two birds 
graced the reservoir from the 5th, 

usually in hide Bay with three 
seen on the 17th and 18th and 
one remaining into late october.
Little egret now breeding in the 
heronry on the north-west side of 
the western lagoon, the 
maximum count of this species 
was 80 on october 25th as the 
winter roost settled in.
Bittern one was seen on the 
early date of august 11th in the 
usual favoured reedbed haunt at 
the western end of the reservoir. 
another was reported on 
september 1st. 
spoonbill one was present on 
May 1st and roosting with grey 
herons and little Egrets.  another 
which had a damaged leg 
appeared on september 17th and 
stayed around until the end of 
october, often being seen from 
the reserve centre and usually 
feeding in wigborough Bay.

Osprey one was regular at the 
western end of the site from 
august 7th to september 5th and 
was seen fishing, and both eating 
prey and preening on its favourite 
tree perch there.
red Kite one on May 10th and 
another on July 25th.
Marsh Harrier single birds were 
seen on many occasions after 
June 11th with males on the 20th, 
25th and 31st.  a female was 
identified on august 13th and 
there were two on the 22nd; 
otherwise the sex of individuals 
was not recorded that month. 
however, september 5th saw five 
present, including two females 
and two young birds and three 
were still there next day and twos 
reported on three later dates with 

five again on the 21st. four, 
comprising an adult female, two 
immature females and an adult 
male were seen towards the 
eastern end of the main reservoir 
on october 27th.
sparrowhawk single birds were 
seen on May 11th, and from 
august 20th on several days with 
two on 5th and 21st september.
Common Buzzard Two on May 
4th and single birds on the 7th 
and11th were the only birds seen 
early in the period but from the 
end of July when there were three 
together on the 6th and another 
on the 31st numbers increased 
with twos and threes through 
august and then nine on 
september 5th and six next day. 
five were reported on  
october 30th.
Kestrel reports of more than one 
bird included a family party of 
four seen on July 31st so very 
likely to have bred on the site.
Merlin one on october 25th.
Hobby ones and twos were 
reported through May, then a gap 
until July 6th when two were 
seen. single birds were recorded 
on five dates through august with 
three seen on the 22nd. Two were 
seen on september 5th and 6th 
and three, including two juvenile 
birds, watched on the 12th.
peregrine single birds were seen 
on June 25th, July 25th and 
august 9th, 20th and 24th. 
Possibly the same individual 
frequented the favoured pylon at 
the western end on september 
3rd, 5th, 6th and 12th. on 
october 10th two were at the 
pumping station and on the 25th 
three were reported.
water rail one on october 25th.
Coot numbers re-built from 
around 100 on June 28th and 
c500 by July 28th to the 1,500 
logged on september 24th with a 
vast herd in wigborough Bay. 
Oystercatcher single birds 
reported on May 26th, June 28th 
and July 6th.
Avocet Two seen on september 
9th and 12th.
Lapwing a dozen birds were 
present through the first two 
months and nesting took place. 
flocking was noted from 28th 

Osprey (glyn EVans)
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July when 83 were counted and 
august 19th (50 present) with 
150 on september 1st, 300 on the 
17th and more than 50 most days 
and 350 plus on october 27th.
grey plover single birds were  
seen on september 12th and 
october 25th.
golden plover 550 were present 
in wigborough Bay on october 
25th and there were 1,100 on site 
on the 30th.
ringed plover Ten were present 
on May 30th and a single bird was 
recorded on July 6th. Periodic 
flocks occurred through august 
and september, the notable dates 
being august 24th with 35 present 
and september 6th (24), 11th and 
12th with a maximum of 45. 
Thereafter only six on the 17th 
was of interest but on the last day 
of october 40 were counted!
Little ringed plover Breeding 
period May birds were limited to 
three save for four on the 1st and 
28th.  a bird was seen on July 6th 
and there were 15 on the 25th. 
There were six on september 1st 
and numbers fell thereafter with 
the last individual seen on the 
21st.
Common snipe an early bird on 
august 23rd was followed by  
three on september 11th and 
individuals on the following  
day and 14th plus three on 
october 25th.
Black-tailed godwit 13 were 
present on June 25th and 35 on 
July 6th. 12 were seen on august 
9th and the next report was of a 
single bird on the 19th. There were 
15 on the 22nd and ten on the 
29th. The september totals were 
never more than eight but 
numbers built up in october 
however, with 30 present on  
the 25th. 

whimbrel There were two spring 
records: one on May 1st and two 
on the 8th.
Curlew one on august 20th.
green sandpiper five on the 6th 
July indicated post-breeding 
passage. Thereafter a single bird 
remained through the period with 
two reported on July 28th and 
august 24th and september 6th 
and 21st.
Common sandpiper a spring 
passage bird was seen on May 
11th and a late-moving bird on 
the 31st.  a returning bird was 
seen on July 6th. Three were 
present on august 19th and ones 
and twos for the rest of the 
month with four on the 29th. in 
september there were again 
between one and two present 
and three on the 6th; the last 
being seen on the 14th.
spotted redshank as passage 
built up from June 19th, when 39, 
probably females, were present 
and the bulk of this species were 
seen in the week that followed 
with a maximum of 40 on the 
22nd, tailing to single birds by the 
24th.  a second movement by 
males and juveniles in september 
produced a single bird on the 5th 
and 8th and seven on the 10th, 
11 on the 12th with ten seen on 
the 21st.  a late bird was reported 
on october 25th.
greenshank spring passage 
continued in early May with two 
on the 1st, one on the 4th and 
7th and a late bird on the 24th. 
autumn returnees began with 
two on July 25th and another two 
appeared on august 12th with 
single birds on the 24th and 
september 8th and 12th. in 
october there were four on the 
10th and six on the 25th. 
wood sandpiper one was at 
layer Breton causeway on July 
6th and two present on the 31st.
redshank sightings limited to 
one on June 25th and a juvenile 
bird on september 12th.
pectoral sandpiper on 
september 6th a juvenile was 
seen at layer de la haye 
causeway.
sanderling an unusual visitor 
with just two on september 6th.
little stint one was present from 

september 17th to 21st.
Curlew sandpiper Just one on 
august 17th, this autumn not 
being a good one for passage by 
this species.
dunlin Passage numbers were 
small with one to four between 
september 6th and 15th but 50 
on the 17th. 21 were seen on the 
30th.
ruff Two arrived on June 15th 
and there were three on the 30th 
and a single bird on July 6th. from 
august 12th numbers increased 
from five to 28 by the 20th with 
40 two days later the highest 
number recorded. 30 were 
present on the 29th and into 
september there were at least ten 
reported daily with a peak of 30 
on the 12th and 20 plus until the 
25th with a reduction to 11 by 
the 30th. There were six on 
october 10th and 25 on the 25th 
but only a single bird was seen 
from the 27th to 30th. 
Black-headed gull Bred on  
the tern raft off island hide and 
omnipresent, supplemented by 
visitors from nearby breeding 
colonies 100 were reported on 
June 28th but almost certainly 
this number was regularly 
exceeded after the breeding 
season.
Mediterranean gull Two were 
present on May 24th.
Little gull Two 1st summer birds 
were near gwen’s hide on May 
29th and remained until the 31st.
Lesser Black-backed gull Two 
were seen on august 30th.
Common gull an early returning 
bid was present on July 21st with 
four back by september 5th.

Common Sandpiper (sTEwarT BElfiEld)

Ruff (sEan nixon)
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Bittern (PETEr TrisTon)

Black tern one was present from 
June 26th to 28th.  autumn 
movement began with one on 
august 19th and there were six 
on the 24th with up to four 
reported most days from the 
27th through to september 21st 
when the last individual of the 
year was seen.
white-winged Black tern one 
was seen on august 30th.
Common tern Bred, though 
numbers appeared lower this 
year.  at least 30 were present in 
early May. The last reported was  
a juvenile on september 14th.
Arctic tern one was seen on May 
2nd.  autumn passage was 
represented by a juvenile bird 
seen on september 11th with 
two on the 13th, another next 
day and three on the 17th.
stock dove up to five were 
reported on four occasions in 
May. Thereafter six on July 6th, 
two on the 28th, seven on 
september 10th and eight on the 
17th were the only birds recorded.
Turtle dove Two on May 4th, 
three on the 7th and a single bird 
on the 10th was the total record 
for this declining species.
Cuckoo a single male was singing 
on May 7th and thereafter three 
were reported, two of them 
males, up to the 24th when five 
were seen, including a hepatic 
female. Two males were calling on 
the 26th and 30th. single males 
remained in song on June 25th 
and 28th. 
Barn Owl single birds were  
seen on May 7th and July 6th.
tawny Owl one was heard near 
layer de la haye church on 
august 7th and one seen on  
the south side of the site on 
october 25th.
short-eared Owl a bird was seen 
to fly in from the east on august 
19th and three were reported on 
october 25th.
Kingfisher single birds were  
seen, usually at the western end 
on May 10th, 20th, July 6th, 
august 19th and september 6th.
swift large numbers in the 
summer period, always a 
confirmation of poor weather, 
were 100 on May 20th, 150 on 
May 29th and 200 next day.  

There were c300 on the 31st.  
28 on June 25th were seen in 
warm, breezy conditions.  a large 
passage flock of c150 were 
reported on august 24th and 
there was a relatively late couple 
on september 5th and a final bird 
on the 17th.
great spotted woodpecker 
surely under-recorded with just  
a single bird reported on  
22nd august.
green woodpecker The same 
applies to this species with single 
birds seen on May 26th, august 
7th and september 30th.
skylark good numbers present 
through the breeding period with 
ten males still in song around the 
reserve area on May 26th and a 
flock of 15 on october 10th.
sand Martin several were 
reported on May 4th after which 
none were blogged until 
september 1st when there were 
c250 with swallows.  around 100 
were present on the 5th and c25 
on september 17th after which 
eight on the 30th were the only 
birds reported. 
swallow a single bird on May 2nd 
and two apparent breeding birds 
at Billetts farm on the 4th and six 
on the 25th were the only birds 
actually reported in May. There 
were 25 moving through on 
august 21st and then a heavy 
passage of 100 plus on the 27th. 
on september 1st. 600 were 
around the reservoir and ‘many 
hundreds’ were counted on the 
5th. 50 were present on the 8th, 
150 on the 17th and 18th and 
150 on the 24th. The last of the 
period recorded were a party of 
just four on the 30th.
House Martin Early May provided 
26 on the 2nd but on the 10th 
there were around 100 present in 
adverse weather conditions, this 
repeating on the 30th when c150 
birds were hawking over the 
reservoir.  autumn movements 
actually noted were few with four 
on august 4th, two next day and 
ten on the 8th. The 150 hawking 
over layer Breton causeway with 
other hirundines on september 
17th was both the peak and end 
of reported autumn sightings.
Meadow pipit one on september 

6th was probably the first since 
the spring and nine were counted 
on the 17th. nine were with Pied 
wagtails by wigborough Bay 
viewpoint on october 27th.
pied wagtail Present throughout 
with notable numbers on June 
28th (20) and august 22nd and 
23rd with 20 and 50 respectively. 
17 were recorded on october 
27th.
Yellow wagtail during May up to 
12 birds were recorded and pairs 
were clearly present while 50 
seen on the 11th probably 
included a good number of late 
passage birds, .There were 12 
present on June 25th. return 
passage began in earnest on 
august 22nd and peaked with 25 
between the 29th and september 
2nd. There were five on the 5th, 
seven on the 8th and the last 
noted were three on the 17th.
grey wagtail single birds on 1st, 
14th, and 30th september and 
30th october.
Mistle thrush one seen on 
september 21st.
nightingale all reports are from 
May and likely all refer to singing 
males. There was one on the 1st, 
four on the 5th , six next day and 
five on the 10th with just one in 
song on the 20th, 24th, 26th,  
and 30th.
stonechat one was seen by 
Peldon Bay on september 21st. 
Two were recorded on october 
25th and a male present on the 
27th and 30th.
whinchat autumn birds only 
with two on august 22nd and one 
on september 5th.
wheatear one perched on top of 
island hide on May 1st and 
another was seen between this 
and gwen’s hide on august 4th.  
a second returning migrant was 
seen on october 25th.
goldcrest one was seen on  
May 4th.
spotted Flycatcher The single 
record of this declining species 
was on september 6th.
Cetti’s warbler a male in song 
was reported from the western 
end of the site on august 9th and 
september 6th 
reed warbler a male in song on 
May 11th at the western end.
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willow warbler Two males were 
singing in the reserve plantations 
on May 6th and 11th and a single 
in song on the 24th and 28th with 
six autumn birds on september 
6th and a late bird on the 30th.
Chiffchaff singing males were 
seen in May and June and there 
were ten present on september 
6th, two on the 17th and a late 
bird was seen on october 25th.
Blackcap six males were singing 
on May 6th and two on the 26th.
garden warbler one singing male 
on May 6th.
Common whitethroat Eight were 
in the young plantations of the 
reserve area on May 4th and ten 
were seen two days later there. 
Three males remained in song and 
a female was close to one of this 
just west of hide Bay hide on May 
26th. Two were near Billett’s farm 
on the 20th and three were seen 
on the 24th with a male in song 
there two days later.
Lesser whitethroat one was in 
song on May 4th and there were 
two on May 10th.  a further bird 
was reported on the 25th and 

26th singing south of Billett’s 
farm.  autumn passage was 
demonstrated by five seen on 
september 6th.
Brambling five reported on 
october 25th.
siskin six were seen on september 
5th when good numbers were 
moving through East anglia. 
another was seen on the 12th.
goldfinch commonly seen.  
a flock of 40 were reported on 
october 10th. 
Lesser redpoll Three were seen on 
october 25th.
Linnet a few pairs were recorded 
in the breeding period with four on 
May 4th and on september 1st a 
flock of 40 was seen. nine were 
together at the western end on 
the 17th and on october 27th 
there were 17 with two 
goldfinches and 15 Pied wagtails 
just east of the wigborough  
Bay viewpoint.
twite one was reported on 
october 30th.
Bullfinch a female was seen  
by abberton church on  
september 30th.

Yellowhammer Birds were 
reported on May 30th and July 6th 
and autumn reports were as 
scanty with one on september 
21st and a male on october 10th.
reed Bunting There were several 
pairs among the reserve area 
young trees through the breeding 
period.
Corn Bunting one was in song by 
Billetts farm on May 20th and five 
counted on the 24th and a single 
male on the 30th. none were then 
reported until two were present 
on september 21st and flock of 30 
was seen on october 25th.
also present were the following 
common species which appear to 
have not merited mention on the 
society blog by visiting birders:
Mallard, Cormorant, red-legged 
partridge, pheasant, Moorhen, 
Herring gull, wood pigeon, 
Collard dove, wren, dunnock, 
song thrush, Blackbird, robin, 
sedge warbler ?, great tit,  
Blue tit, Long-tailed tit, Jay, 
Magpie, Jackdaw, rook,  
Carrion Crow, starling, 
greenfinch and Chaffinch.

My coverage of this area at present 
is mainly extracts from Bradwell 
Bird obs. log, plus records and 
casual observations from my BBs 
site at asheldham Pits, my places 
of work mainly Mark farm 
Tillingham and orplands, Bradwell; 
my home village of st lawrence 
Bay and my local patch (and weBs 
count site) ramsey Marsh where a 
colony of Avocets breeds annually 
with variable success.  
i would welcome any other records 
from the dengie hundred area to 
include in future reports, please 
email them to me at 
judyross47@gmail.com 

dengie peninsula by Judith ross

May
The Avocets had already returned 
to ramsey Marsh in april with 
nests noted on the 18th of that 
month. on May 3rd i counted 78 
birds with at least 19 nests but 
possibly about twice that number, 
and on the 16th 54 adults and 21 
confirmed nests. unfortunately 
this did not last as near the end of 
the month, with the first chicks 
already hatching, the entire 

colony was wiped out 
almost overnight, 

it was thought 
by fox 
predation.
on the migrant 

front, Hobbies were 
arriving with several 

sightings at Bradwell; 
four turtle doves were 

regularly 
visiting the 
obs. feeders, 

and on the 10th there were two 
singing willow warblers, seven 
singing Blackcaps, ten 
whitethroats, four sedge 
warblers and a notable count of 
25 Yellow wagtails. on the same 
day a Cettis warbler was singing 
on othona pond, and four Marsh 
Harriers were seen; an adult and 
immature male and two females. 
a female Hen Harrier was seen 
on the 6th. There was a spotted 
Flycatcher in the obs. garden on 
the 13th and six wheatear seen 
on the 20th; on the latter date 
meanwhile 18 lingering Brent 
geese were noted.

several whitethroat, Blackcap 
and Chiffchaff pairs were already 
established at Mark farm, and on 
the 8th Lesser whitethroat, 
whitethroat, sedge and reed 
warblers were all singing.  at 
nearby stansgate, a nightingale 
was heard on the 15th.

Yellow Wagtail 
(doMiniQuE 
consadinE)
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at asheldham Pits on the 30th a 
turtle dove was singing along 
with three Chiffchaffs, four 
whitethroats, one Lesser 
whitethroat and eight 
Blackcaps.  a Buzzard was also 
seen on the same visit. on the 
17th a red Kite was over the 
Bradwell wind farm.

June
four Little grebes were recorded 
on the ramsey Marsh weBs 
count. on the 14th a count of the 
Peewet island (Bradwell) gull 
colony produced 91 pairs of 
Herring gull with one chick, 156 
Black-headed gull, 82 lesser 
Black-backed gull, 26 pairs 
Common tern with six chicks, 
one pair Little tern and a 1st 
summer Mediterranean gull. 
also three ringed plover and 40 
Oyster Catcher. on the 24th 
three Lesser Black-back gull 
chicks were noted.

on the 22nd an Osprey was 
circling over new Moor farm 
(southminster) reservoir.

July
on the 5th an observer at 
Bradwell logged 15 Cuckoos 
flying south, seven of them 
between 6pm and dusk.  autumn 
migration had begun! on the 8th 
a great white egret flew over 
the obs.  a very early or late 
Fieldfare was seen on the 21st!

12 Little egrets were recorded 
on the 29th, and there were signs 
of wader passage with 800 
Oyster Catchers, four Curlews, 
20 Bar-tailed godwits, two 
greenshanks, seven whimbrel, 
one adult sanderling, ten dunlin, 

ten ringed plover and two 
turnstone. of the passerine 
movements, 50 swallows, 40 
sand Martins, ten swifts and 
another (juv.) Cuckoo were  
of note.

at Mark farm, 19 House Martin 
nests were counted under the 
eaves of one of the cottages.

August
notable records at Bradwell obs. 
included Hen Harrier, Black tern, 
and six Bar-tailed godwit on the 
9th; 2nd-year female and juvenile 
peregrines on the 19th, along 
with six Arctic and 15 Common 
terns; and a wheatear and eight 
Yellow wagtails on the 25th. 
There were swallow counts of 20 
on the 26th and 250 on the 30th.

at deal hall (Bradwell) on the 
25th there were 40 wheatear,  
15 whinchat, 30 willow 
warblers, four whitethroats  
and a female redstart.

on the 7th there were counts of 
18 and 40 swallows on overhead 
wires in different parts of st 
lawrence Village.  at orplands on 
the 11th there were 40 swallows 
plus a pursuing Hobby, with a 
further 20 swallows seen soon 
after from the Bradwell road.

There were several whimbrel 
sightings from st. lawrence Bay, 
including three flying down river 
on the 1st and two or more 
calling as the flew over on  
the 7th.

september
a busy month of arrivals and 
departures! among the obs. 
records on the 2nd were five 
sparrowhawks, Hobby, turtle 
dove, 12 willow warblers, one 
garden warbler, 15 white-
throats, two reed warblers, pied 
Flycatcher, 20 Yellow wagtails, 
tree sparrow and two Buzzards.

on the 6th a Quail was calling 
in the st Peter’s chapel wild 
flower meadow.

on the 9th there were sightings 
of Arctic skua, whinchat and 60 
House Martins; on the 12th Hen 
Harrier, juvenile turtle dove, two 
Little gulls and two juvenile 
Black terns and on the 17th two 
Marsh warblers, a swift, 
sandwich tern and 80 siskin.  

a wing tagged (yellow on the left, 
green on the right) Marsh Harrier 
was seen on the 20th, also 100+ 
golden plover, 20 goldcrests, 
four Firecrest, 18 Bearded tits, 
30 swallows, one swift, a peak of 
60 Chiffchaffs and 40 Blackcaps, 
35 siskins and a redpoll.  a mixed 
flock of c150 swallow and House 
Martins were hawking insects 
over the chapel field.

on the 23rd there were Merlin, 
another Arctic skua, Common 
scoter and another pied 
Flycatcher, and on the 27th a 
red Kite and a redstart.

at deal hall there was a 
short-eared Owl on the 29th, 
and a count of 177 Brent geese.

a flock of 20 siskin were in the 
trees at Mark farm on the 16th, 
there were also 15 swallows with 
seven sand Martins, four 
Chiffchaffs, one whitethroat 
and one Lesser whitethroat. 
flocks of Linnets were starting  
to gather on the hls winter  
seed plots.

October
 at Bradwell obs. on the 4th 20 
Chiffchaff, seven Blackcaps, five 
Lesser redpoll, ten siskin and 
four stonechat were logged, plus 
28 pied wagtails on the othona 
centre roof. on the 14th c5000 
starlings were noted flying n. 
The 18th had an interesting mix 
of records including Black 
redstart, 80 goldcrests, 30 
siskins, 60 Corn Buntings, 20 
redpoll, Brambling, Fieldfare, 
seven redwings, three Merlins, 
24 Little egrets, 15 red-breasted 
Merganser, four Marsh Harriers, 
three Hen Harriers, a peregrine 
and eight swallows. 

 on the 22nd there were two 
Firecrest in the obs garden, a 
Cettis warbler at sales Point, 20 
great-crested grebes offshore, 
11 redpoll and 20 goldcrest. The 
whole region had its share of the 
goldcrest invasion, with birds 
seen or heard in the hedges 
around Mark farm, the garden i 
do near orplands and my own 
garden and others around my 
village. some of these birds seem 
to be settling in for the winter 
where there is good habitat. 

Whitethroat (anTony Braun)
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Foulness by Chris Lewis

please note that weBs counts are available on the FaBs group website: https://sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/

Breeding Birds 
99 species were recorded during 
the 3 months May to July. of 
these 69 species bred or probably 
bred and a further 7 species 
possibly bred in 2015.

our survey on foulness was 
hampered by lack of available 
personnel and coverage was 
consequently incomplete. 
reported numbers of breeding 
pairs are therefore likely to be 
more of an underestimate than 
usual for many species.

Three pairs of Mute swan built 
nests and attempted breeding but 
no young were seen. seven pairs 
of greylag were seen but again 
no young were reported. 39 pairs 
of Canada goose produced 69 
juveniles.  a feral Barnacle goose 
remained with the non-breeding 
Canada goose flock at least until 
the end of June. Three summering 
Brent geese were seen on 13th 
June only. 30 pairs of shelduck 
were about average for recent 
years but the number of juveniles 
seen was well down at only nine 
(102 in 2014). four pairs of 
gadwall and three pairs of teal 
were seen and possibly bred. 69 
pairs of Mallard were seen with 
22 juveniles. The undoubted 
highlight of the summer wildfowl 
sightings was a pair of migrant 
garganey on new England island 
on 17th May (my first record of 
this species on foulness and the 
7th record for foulness, last 
recorded 1995). 20 pairs of 
pochard and 23 pairs of tufted 
duck were seen and one pair of 
each species was subsequently 
seen with young. no shoveler 
were seen between May to July.

a record high of ten pairs of 
Little grebe bred this year; five of 
these pairs were seen with 
juveniles later in the season.

There were 11 occupied nests of 
Little egret and four of grey 
Heron in the East newlands 
pines; both species produced 
young. Two pairs of Little egret 

bred at wakering stairs, building 
on last year’s probable pair.

a female Marsh Harrier was 
seen regularly during the summer 
but there was again no good 
evidence of breeding in the 
foulness area. Buzzard were also 
seen regularly and an apparent 
pair was seen in the fleet area on 
27th June but there was no better 
evidence of breeding – it can only 
be a matter of time! five pairs of 
Kestrel were recorded and there 
were sightings of Hobby 
(migrant) and peregrine (possibly 
bred in the Thames estuary?) in 
May. no sparrowhawk were 
recorded during the breeding 
season this year. 

12 pairs of Moorhen and 14 
pairs of Coot were more than we 
have seen in recent years – but 
there have been more in the past.

Breeding waders were again on 
the low side, but this may have 
been due to incomplete coverage: 
Oystercatcher 51 pairs, Avocet 
21 pairs, redshank 25 pairs. Both 
ringed plover and Lapwing made 
a further slight recovery with four 
and seven pairs respectively.

Black-headed gulls had a 
record year with 346 pairs 
recorded in colonies on the coast 
road, East newland scrape, 
borrow dykes along the crouch 
and roach and on the raft in new 
England creek. The roof-nesting 
large gull colony in the fleet area 
had nine pairs of Herring gull 
with 17 juveniles and two pairs  
of Lesser Black-backed gull  
with three juveniles.  

five Mediterranean gull were 
seen at foulness Point on 20th 
June, but there was no evidence 
of them breeding.

only two pairs of Common 
tern were seen attempting to 
compete with the Black-headed 
gulls on the new England creek 
raft. four pairs bred at the East 
newlands scrape and the 
adjacent borrowdyke – and two 
juveniles were seen here. 
sandwich terns were seen in May 
and June but there was no 
evidence breeding. no Little 
terns were seen May to July.

Quail are occasionally reported 
by farmers during the late 
summer while harvesting their 
crops – but this is the first year in 
which i have heard the 
unmistakable call of the Quail on 
foulness during the breeding 
season – in a pea field behind the 
churchend heritage centre on 
7th June. 

our survey recorded five singing 
turtle dove, all at wakering 
stairs, but islanders have 
informed me that they were also 
present on foulness. we recorded 
12 ‘singing’ Cuckoo. chris harris 
reports that two pairs of Barn 
Owl and one pair of Little Owl 
fledged young. no other owl 
species was seen during the 
breeding season this year.

one pair of green woodpecker 
was seen with three juveniles at 
wakering stairs. There were no 
records of any woodpeckers 
breeding on foulness itself this 
year – but this may be because  
of the absence of the crouch  
& Quay survey (this being the 
‘patch’ in which breeding  
usually occurs).

The following passerine records 
are worthy of mention: skylark 
-110 singing males; House 
Martin – 12 occupied nests 
(equalling last year’s record low); 
Meadow pipit – 12 pairs (same as 
last year, but low compared with 
previous years); Yellow wagtail – 
16 pairs; nightingale – seven Ring Ouzel (cliVE aTKins)
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singing at wakering stairs 
(highest ever); stonechat – one 
pair with one juvenile (5th 
breeding record, one pair having 
bred in consecutive years from 
2006-2009); ring Ouzel – one on 
10th May (migrant); song thrush 
(two pairs); Cetti’s warbler –  
two singing at foulness Point 
(first evidence of breeding on 
foulness island) and one singing 
at wakering stairs; grasshopper 
warbler – one singing at foulness 
Point and three singing at 
wakering stairs; sedge warbler - 
three singing (very low); reed 
warbler seven singing (average); 
Blackcap 20 singing (highest 
ever); Lesser whitethroat – 12 
singing (average); Common 
whitethroat – 152 singing; 
Bullfinch – one singing at 
wakering stairs on 10th May but 
not seen subsequently; reed 
Bunting – 17 pairs; Corn Bunting 
– five pairs (lowest ever).

August
The weBs count on 16th 
produced: 178 Little egret; ten 
Marsh Harrier, three 
sparrowhawk, four Buzzard, 21 
Kestrels and a Hobby; 22 
whimbrel, 22 Common 

sandpiper, 32 green sandpiper, 
81 greenshank, a wood 
sandpiper (stillwaters) and a 
spotted redshank (Potton);  
one each of Barn, Little and 
short-eared Owls; seven green 
woodpecker, two Kingfishers, 
620 swallows, 69 Yellow 
wagtails, a Cetti’s warbler  
and two pied Flycatchers. on 
22nd two ruff were seen in  
new England creek, 45 Little 
tern at foulness Point and two 
whinchat in stillwaters.  and on 
28th a redstart and a spotted 
Flycatcher were in the 
churchyard at churchend.

september
The weBs count on 13th was 
hampered by lack of available 
personnel – ‘no counts’ were 
recorded at four of our 11 
counting stations in the foulness 
area. consequently recorded 
numbers of most of our regular 
species were lower than usual 
and few migrants of note were 
seen. 11 whimbrel; a good 
hirundine passage with 872 
swallows; and eight siskin at 
wakering stairs are worth 
mentioning. The only other 
noteworthy sighting this month 

was a Firecrest at rugwood  
on 26th. 

October
again the count on 18th was 
affected by lack of personnel, 
with ‘no counts’ at five of the 11 
counting stations. nevertheless 
there are some significant 
records to report for the count 
weekend: 127 Mute swan 
(highest count since 1996), two 
pink-footed geese with 110 
greylag, 15327 dark-bellied 
Brent geese (highest october 
count since 1993), a Black Brant 
at fishermans head, a drake 
Velvet scoter flew past close 
inshore at wakering stairs (last 
recorded 2006), seven Buzzard 
(equal high count, seven having 
been recorded last october as 
well), a Merlin, two peregrine, 
353 sanderling, two short-
eared Owls, 15 stonechat, 
three ring Ouzel and four 
redpoll. later in the month a 
rough-legged Buzzard was at 
Pictons Post on 25th and two 
Brambling in the churchend 
churchyard on 31st.
If anyone is able to help Chris 
with his counts at Foulness, then 
please contact the editors (Eds)

Hanningfield reservoir by david Acfield

 The months under review have 
often been the most interesting of 
the year but there was little to get 
excited about this year. There were 
no rarities of any description and 
numbers of common waders were 
generally very low.        

May
up to three Little egrets 
continued to frequent the north 
lagoon where the female Marsh 
Harrier appeared to be sitting and 
the Cetti’s warbler continued to 
make its presence known. Possibly 
three pairs of Common Buzzards 
were present in various areas and 
red-crested pochards were 
probably nesting on the north 
lagoon and the island where a 
pair of Lapwing was showing 
interest and the Oystercatchers 

had a nest. four Hobbies were 
hawking on the 1st and a couple 
of Little-ringed plovers joined the 
incumbent pair on the island on 
the 3rd, as did a dunlin on the 6th 
and the 10th. some 200 Common 
swifts visited on the 5th and up 
to 40 Common terns were 
present during the first week or so 
but their numbers soon declined 
to a few pairs interested in the 
raft; two Little gulls joined them 
on the 6th with one or two 
recorded over the next few days. 
Butterfly counts on the 7th and 
13th revealed the continued, if 
precarious, existence of both the 
green hairstreak colony and the 
green winged orchids on north 
dam Meadows as well as Painted 
ladies flying north and possibly 

the first record of Brown argus in 
the county this year. Two 
peregrines were reported on the 
8th and Hobbies continued to be 
much in evidence during the 
month with six on the 8th, five 
on the 17th and four on a few 
dates. red deer, too, were still 
being reported with two seen on 
the 9th when the north lagoon 
nightingale was heard again. 
Two pairs of Lesser Black-
backed gulls were showing 
interest in the island at this time 
(breeding occurred here in 1961 
and 1962) but, despite being 
present for much of the summer, 
there was no evidence they bred. 
The Little-ringed plovers 
seemed to have given up in their 
rather half-hearted attempts to 
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grebe in suitable breeding habitat 
on the north lagoon on the 30th, 
where one had been seen in late 
april, raised hopes. it was to stay 
throughout much of the summer 
but no second bird was seen. 
however, two Lapwing chicks 
were on the island but, a few days 
later, both they and the young 
Oystercatchers had disappeared.

June
Two redshank were present on 
the 4th and the nasal saddled 
Common pochard from france– 
f43 – returned to the north 
lagoon where it was recorded in 
May 2014, having spent at least 
some of the winter in the Val de 
loire. The Cetti’s warbler (with 
two on the 23rd), the Little egrets 
and a couple of Hobbies were 
regularly seen, the two Marsh 
Harriers put in occasional 
appearances and five pairs of 
Common terns had settled on the 
raft amongst the Black-headed 
gulls. hairy dragonflies, a very 
recent colonist, were recorded on 
the north lagoon at this time. 
water levels started to recede 
from mid- month and a Little-
ringed plover reappeared on the 
island on the 12th and the 
19thand the weBs counters found 
dunlin and green sandpiper at 
the north end on the 14th. other 
waders reported mid-month 
included redshank and Common 
sandpiper whilst the lapwings 
and the Oystercatchers appeared 
to be trying again but no young 
were reported.  sightings from 
crowsheath at this time included 
nesting Barn Owls and a pair of 
egyptian geese with nine young. 
a ruddy shelduck was reported 
from the causeway on the 19th 
and was subsequently a regular in 
the fishing lodge collection and 
over 100 Jackdaws were 
frequenting the trees and fields 
around the stone Bridge. 
Butterflies were unremarkable on 
the north dam Meadows but 
there were ten Pyramidal orchids 
there and a good number of Bee 
orchids flowering near the water 
company buildings.  an adult 
Yellow-legged gull was outside 
Point hide on the 24th and was 

nest although one or two were 
regularly recorded during the 
month. sedge warblers are still 
scarce at the reservoir but one was 
heard on the north lagoon on the 
12th. weBs counters on the 17th 
recorded an impressive 40 
red-crested pochard and there 
were doubtless more females 
invisible in the reeds.  an Osprey 
was perched on the south lagoon 
early on the 19th but flew west 
and was not seen again and a late 
female wigeon was on the north 
lagoon the same day; it or another 
was seen very occasionally 
throughout the summer but no 
drake was seen.  a Cuckoo took up 
residence on the north lagoon at 
this time; it was joined by another 
on the 27th and a juvenile was 
seen in the same area on the July 
17th. Three juvenile Bearded tits 
on the north lagoon on the 22nd 
and four Oystercatcher chicks on 
the island on the 24th proved that 
both species had repeated last 
year’s success and the first brood 
of red-crested pochard was on 
the north lagoon on the 25th. 
despite the large numbers, 
however, only three broods were 
recorded. other wildfowl broods 
at this time included shelduck 
and great-crested grebe. There 
were, however, no sightings of the 
Marsh Harrier pair during the last 
week, a sad end to five months of 
courtship but a Black-necked 

joined by an eclipse drake 
garganey for two days from the 
27th whilst the Barn Owls were 
found to be back in the tree with 
the nest box on the reserve on  
the 29th.

July  
The first brood of tufted ducks 
and six Little-ringed plovers were 
reported from the hides on the
2nd. four remained on the 4th and 
were joined by single Black-tailed 
godwit, greenshank, and 
ringed plover. in addition up to 
eight redshank and a few ruff 
and green sandpipers were 
reported in the second week  
and small numbers of these 
commoner waders were present 
on and off during the month.   
a turnstone was seen from the 
hides on the 13th, the first Purple 
hairstreaks were found around the 
lagoons on the 18th and the weBs 
count the following day added 
Curlew to the wader list as well as 
26 Common sandpipers, two 
families of grey wagtails and four 
broods of Common pochard. an 
Avocet was feeding outside the 
Point hide on the 20th and up to 
three adult Yellow-legged gulls 
were regularly reported from the 
hides from mid-month. The first 
two juvenile Common terns from 
the raft were being fed outside 
Point hide on the 21st and a 
peregrine was an early morning 
visitor to the lagoons the next 
day. wet and windy weather on 
the 24th and overnight caused 11 
Black-tailed godwits and a 
couple of dunlin to drop in the 
next morning. 20 whimbrel were 
reported flying through on the 
27th and one was briefly in front 
of the Point hide the following day 
when a red Kite was seen from 
oak hide. The very few Broad-
leaved helleborines by the path  
on the reserve did not survive  
to flower but 16 were alongside 
the north lagoon late in the 
month and nineteen were found 
at crowsheath.

August
The waders continued to move 
through, the highlights of the first 
couple of weeks being up to 13 
Black-tailed godwits, another 

Tufted Duck (and Lesser  
Black-back Gull (daVid halE)
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turnstone on the 2nd with up to 
three on a number of dates, four 
Avocets on the 3rd, a wood 
sandpiper on the 8th which 
stayed for a week and 11 ringed 
plover and two sanderling on the 
11th when 25 Arctic terns paid a 
brief visit. small numbers of 
redshank, Little ringed plover 
and dunlin were regularly 
reported.  a female wasp spider 
was found on the 8th and a 
silver-washed fritillary, still a 
rarity, was on the reserve on the 
9th. Two juvenile spotted 
redshank and four garganey 
were seen from rawl hide on the 
13th; one of the former stayed for 
a few days and up to four of the 
latter were a regular feature in 
raw hide Bay throughout the 
month.  a murky morning on the 
14th saw six Common scoter land 
briefly and a flock of over 60 
redshank, circled the reservoir a 
few times when the rain cleared. 
The following day another four 
turnstones arrived as did a ruff, 
three Black terns, one sandwich 
tern, two juvenile Mediterranean 
gulls and a Marsh Harrier; both 
male and female were reported 
occasionally.  a Little stint was in 
front of Point hide for a few days 
from the 16th and weBs counters 
found six Yellow and three grey 
wagtails, a turnstone, 25 
Common and 22 green 
sandpipers as well as 42 
red-crested pochard and the first 
pintail of the autumn. Three 
Bar-tailed godwits were a brief 
addition to the wader tally early 
on the 17th, a solitary Black tern 
was present the next day and 
three whimbrel dropped in for a 
short stay on the 20th when 
the20th when first wigeon of the 
autumn arrived.  a juvenile 
peregrine harassed the waders the 
next morning and again on the 
23rd when four Black terns were 
seen and heavy rain on the 24th 
produced a Knot which stayed 
until the 27th.  at least two 
Common Buzzard families were 
seen soaring at this time and up to 
five adult Yellow-legged gulls 
were regularly reported with a 
second year bird on the 28th. 
More rain on the 26th saw a large 

gathering of hirundines which 
attracted the first juvenile Hobby 
of the year and an Osprey circled 
the reservoir a few times; it, or 
another, was reported two days 
later along with another wood 
sandpiper. four Black terns, two 
Oystercatchers, three Knot and a 
juvenile Mediterranean gull were 
seen from the hides on the 30th 
and there were 19 Yellow 
wagtails by the dipping pond 
with small numbers being seen 
from the hides.

september
Just a slight rise in the water levels 
either side of the month end again 
seemed to prove critical and the 
waders that did arrive rarely 
stayed as the food supply 
apparently dwindled.  a Black tern 
movement on the Thames resulted 
in three being present on the 1st 
together with two greenshank 
but by the 5th just one garganey 
and a couple of dunlin remained 
although there were still over 40 
red-crested pochard between the 
lagoons and a red deer was again 
in that area. Eight were seen there 
mid-month and there were 
occasional sightings throughout 
the period.  a cool morning on the 
6th attracted more hirundines 
which again attracted two adult 
Hobbies and a juvenile was seen 
later. on the 7th a male Marsh 
Harrier was over the north 
lagoon and one or two were 
regularly reported during the 
month as were Hobbies whilst 
two Curlew decided against 
landing outside Point hide and up 

to ten green sandpipers were 
finding conditions to their liking 
on the south lagoon.  a Black-
necked grebe was between the 
lagoons on the morning of the 
8th and yet another turnstone 
was seen with two Little ringed 
plover from the hides. More 
surprisingly, a juvenile Long-
tailed duck was found in the 
afternoon; probably only the third 
september record for Essex, it 
stayed for a few days but proved 
elusive.  Two Black-tailed 
godwits took up residence on 
the recently drained causeway 
lagoon where a couple of 
Kingfishers were seen on 
occasion.  at least two Cetti’s 
warblers and a few Bearded tits 
were still being seen or heard on 
the north lagoon, five egyptian 
geese were regular visitors and 
Yellow-legged gulls were usually 
to be found from oak hide 
throughout the period with a 
maximum of eight on the 15th. 
Both grey plover and sanderling 
were brief visitors on the 10th 
when peregrine, Hobby and two 
Marsh Harriers were all reported 
over the west Bank. Two 
garganey were close to the 
fishing lodge on the 11th and six 
Black terns arrived the next day. 
another Osprey arrived early on 
the 13th, six grey wagtails were 
on the west Bank, Black tern 
numbers had increased to seven 
and the monthly count found 
over 300 great-crested grebes. 
Three or four Black terns were 
present for much of the next 

Wood Sandpiper (sTEVE griMwadE)
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May
a singing Firecrest in coombe 
wood, westley heights was an 
unusual find on the 8th; more 
typical were two green 
woodpeckers, three nuthatch 
and two-plus Coal tits. next day 
two Firecrest were singing – 
coombe wood again and from 
the woods behind the pub 
formerly known as The crown.  an 
occupied nuthatch nest was 
located and in addition there 
were goldcrest, Mistle thrush, 
Buzzard and Hobby.

Buzzard and sparrowhawk 
were seen on the 10th along with 
a classic spring-time quartet of 
butterflies – Brimstone, orange 
Tip, holly Blue and speckled 
wood. These four species were 
recorded frequently through the 
middle part of the month.

a stock dove on my lawn in 
laindon west was unusual for this 
location, but not unwelcome. 
likewise a Cuckoo heard calling 
on the 23rd. 

a Hobby graced the skies 
between lincewood and dunton 
on the 16th; two appeared close 
to the EwT visitor centre on the 
24th. Two Buzzards were seen 
next day with two occupied 
nuthatch nests, in coombe 
wood and hall wood. Buzzard 
and Hobby featured again on the 
30th with a fly over Lapwing also 
noted. Butterflies noted in the 

latter part of the month included 
grizzled skipper, small copper, 
green hairstreak, red admiral 
and common Blue.

at least nine House sparrows 
were in my garden on the 31st 
joined by four greenfinches and 
five goldfinches.

waders at Thameside included 
15 ringed plovers, five dunlin 
and three whimbrel. Two 
wheatears were also here.  
on the 14th there were at least 
95 Common tern recorded and 
180 plus Black-headed gulls, 
while next day saw a pair of 
Marsh Harriers, a Cuckoo, nine 
skylarks and eight Common 
whitethroats. Cuckoo featured 
again on the 22nd with a Kestrel 
and 23 swifts on the 29th. 

June
Two stock doves frequented my 
garden in laindon west for a 
week or two from the 1st; a 
species only occasionally 
recorded here. Buzzard and 
Bullfinch were seen at langdon 
hills on the 5th while other 
reports included Common 
whitethroat, Lesser 
whitethroat, garden warbler 
and treecreeper. next day there 
were two nuthatch, Coal tit, 
goldcrest, Blackcap, two Mistle 
thrushes (adult and young) and 
at least six swallows around one 
of their usual breeding sites on 

Langdon Hills and thameside nature park 
by Andrew Cox

dry street. Butterflies included 
red admiral, holly Blue, speckled 
wood and small heath with 
Broad-bodied chaser and 
four-spotted chaser dragonflies 
at the pond in Marks hill.

at laindon west on the 11th 
were four greenfinch and two 
goldfinch while next day at 
langdon hills at least five 
nuthatch kept mostly to the 
canopy.  a Painted lady was also 
seen.  a Buzzard on the 13th was 
in addition to six red admirals.

a red Kite was over langdon 
hills on the 15th with garden 
warbler and Yellowhammer 
reported on the 17th. next day 
the red Kite was seen again as 
was a Hobby.  a warm afternoon 
brought at least five red admirals, 
10 plus holly Blues and ten plus 
speckled wood butterflies. 
four-spotted chaser and 
Broad-bodied chaser were again 
present at the Marks hill pond 
with a Black-tailed skimmer at 
the dunton lake. Two great 
Crested grebes were noted from 
here on the morning of the 19th.

Meadow Brown and comma 
butterflies appeared on the 26th 
while birds on the 27th included 
two Buzzards, two green 
woodpeckers, two great 
spotted woodpeckers, at least 
three each of nuthatch and 
treecreeper, at least two each  
of goldcrest and Coal tits;  

week whilst a Black-necked grebe 
was off the causeway on the 14th 
and wet weather produced five 
ruff the next day as well as 
spitfires and a Blenheim from the 
Battle of Britain flypast. The 11 
Common Buzzards seen on the 
27th may have included both 
locally bred and migrating birds 
and four sandwich terns were 
reported that day.

October
a water pipit was seen from oak 
hide on the 4th and Black terns 

were still moving through with 
four the 5th and three on the 7th. 
as levels rose waders continued 
to shun the areas of mud in front 
of the hides but the south lagoon 
played host up to five Black-
tailed godwits and 12 green 
sandpipers for much of the 
month.  at least two Cetti’s 
warblers were still present on 
the north lagoon and up to three 
Marsh Harriers –male, female, 
juvenile – continued to be 
reported. The juvenile peregrine 

was also still an irregular visitor, a 
rock pipit was in front of Point 
hide briefly on the 11th and three 
swallows were at the north end 
on the 15th. The first three 
goldeneye of the autumn arrived 
on the 18th, six Black-tailed 
godwits were in fishing lodge 
Bay on the 24th and a Knot was 
in front of Point hide the next 
day. finally, during the last week 
some 400 starlings were 
performing well over the north 
lagoon in the late afternoon.
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two Crossbills flew out of the 
pine trees in coombe wood. 
Common whitethroat, Blackcap 
and Chiffchaff were also 
recorded from here.

Two nuthatches and a 
Bullfinch were noted on the 29th 
while the last day of the month 
brought two Buzzards, at least six 
green woodpeckers (including a 
juvenile peering out of a nest 
hole), three Coal tits, nuthatch, 
treecreeper and two Bullfinches. 
insects included at least five 
Emperor and two four-spotted 
chaser dragonflies; butterflies 
included three silver-washed 
fritillaries, 50 plus Marbled white, 
four red admirals, large skipper, 
ringlet and small heath.

down at Thameside on the 5th 
there were two wheatear (male 
and female), two Marsh Harriers 
(also a pair), Barn Owl and Little 
Owl. Kingfisher, Hobby, Curlew 
and two Bearded tits were seen 
on the 10th. 

 on the 12th stanford warren 
held seven singing Cetti’s 
warblers and a pair of Bearded 
tits, while at Thameside there 
were again Barn and Little Owl 
recorded, as were Cuckoo and 
grasshopper warbler. Butterflies 
included orange Tip, Brimstone, 
red admiral, Painted lady, small 
copper, green hairstreak, wall 
Brown and small heath. Three 
water rails on the 22nd 

comprised an adult and two 
young while a four-spotted 
chaser were seen on the 24th.

July
notable sightings from  
langdon hills on the 1st  
included three treecreepers and 
two Bullfinches.  at least 40 
Marbled white butterflies were 
seen; other species included 
ringlet and small heath. Three 
Black-tailed skimmers were 
noted along with Emperor and 
four-spotted chaser.

Two Common terns haunted 
the lake at dunton on the 2nd. 
among records for the following 
day were six green 
woodpeckers, two Common 
Buzzards, two treecreepers and 
two Bullfinches.  a Kingfisher 
was reported from dunton. 
Butterflies included at least four 
white admirals, three silver-
washed fritillaries (including a 
stunning male sitting upon the 
trunk of an old oak-he would 
frequently vibrate his whole 
body), red admiral, holly Blue 
and large skipper. common 
darter dragonflies had begun to 
appear in the woodland glades 
and four southern hawkers were 
seen, three of them at the pond in 
Marks hill.

a white admiral was also seen 
next day, as were Coal tit and at 
least nine swallows while 

18-plus swifts were over laindon 
west, where two holly Blues and 
a southern hawker were also 
noted. 21 swifts were counted 
here on the 5th, as were four 
goldfinches, eight Mistle 
thrushes and a sparrowhawk.

Butterflies and dragonflies 
featured strongly on the 11th 
– the former included silver-
washed fritillary, 50-plus  
Marbled white, 3-plus Peacocks, 
gatekeepers and many large 
whites, including six circling 
around together along a ride in 
willow Park. dragonflies 
numbered three southern 
hawkers, four-plus Emperors, 
Broad-bodied chaser, four-
spotted chaser and Black-tailed 
skimmer. four green 
woodpeckers and two 
Bullfinches were also noted. 

next day the dunton Plotlands 
saw Common Buzzard, Kestrel, 
22 swifts, three House Martins, 
song thrush, greenfinch, 
Common whitethroat and 
Blackcap, with two great 
Crested grebes and a grey 
Heron from the lake.

four siskins were reported on 
the 15th while a Mistle thrush 
was singing early in the morning 
of the 17th at laindon west. 
Common Buzzard, Hobby and 
sparrowhawk were seen from 
here (my back garden) on the 
18th with 24 swifts and many 
Black-headed gulls (feeding on 
flying ants). greenfinches visited 
my feeders frequently.

Butterflies recorded from 
langdon hills on the 19th 
included 13 Peacocks, 13 
commas, three red admirals,  
19 gatekeepers and 28 ringlets. 
Two male southern hawkers 
were seen.

at laindon west on the 22nd 
were two green woodpeckers, 
four greenfinches and seven 
goldfinches.

records from langdon hills  
on the 24th counted among 
them Brown argus and an 
interesting report of white-
legged damselfly, while the  
15th saw Hobby, 50-plus 
swallows, House Martins, at 
least six green woodpeckers, Swallow (sEan nixon)
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three silver-washed fritillaries, 11 
commas, small copper, white-
letter hairstreak and Purple 
hairstreak. Migrant hawker and 
common darter joined the 
dragonfly species seen. next day 
at least two nuthatches and 
seven Mistle thrushes were 
noted with a Kingfisher reported 
on the 29th.

 a Kingfisher was also seen at 
Thameside nature Park on the 
9th, with eight whimbrel, two 
Yellow-legged gulls and four 
Kestrels on the 12th.

four whimbrels and nine 
Yellow-legged gulls were 
counted on the 14th; other 
species on this date included 
peregrine, 44 Curlew and 420 
Black-headed gulls. next day 
saw 177 Black-tailed godwits, 
46 Curlews, 21 Avocets, three 
ringed plovers and ten Yellow-
legged gulls

August
Three sparrowhawks and a 
Common Buzzard were at one 
Tree hill on the 2nd with two 
Yellowhammers in addition. 
Elsewhere on langdon hills were 
Hobby and Common Buzzard on 
the 7th; small copper butterfly 
and Blue-tailed damselfly 
featured, with an intriguing report 
of white-legged damselfly.

next day a Common tern 
fished the lake at dunton; other 
records included four Common 
Buzzards, sparrowhawk, Kestrel, 
nine green woodpeckers, at 
least three great spotted 
woodpeckers, three nuthatch, 
two treecreepers, goldcrest and 
five-plus Bullfinches. Butterflies 
seen included silver-washed 
fritillary, Purple hairstreak  
and holly Blue as well as oak 
Eggar moth. dragonflies 
comprised Emperor, four 
southern hawkers, Migrant 
hawker, Brown hawker, three 
ruddy darters and many 
common darters.

Two nuthatches and six 
goldfinches were noted on the 
15th and a Painted lady butterfly 
on the 16th.

records from Thameside early in 
the month included Marsh 

Harrier on the 5th and 17th; a 
Little Owl was also seen on the 
latter date. Two days previous 
there were three whimbrel, two 
ringed plover, two dunlin, six 
Little egrets and ten swallows.

at least 200 starlings were here 
on the 21st with 20-plus swifts, 
six Linnets and a clouded yellow, 
while on the 25th at least 32 
Linnets were counted along with 
80 Curlews.  an Osprey passed 
over on the 27th. The last day of 
the month brought 40 Curlew, 70 
Black-tailed godwits, at least 
200 Avocets, 40 ringed plovers, 
21 Common terns and a 
stonechat.

The latter part of the month on 
langdon hills included five green 
woodpeckers and a juvenile 
Bullfinch on the 22nd, a few drift 
migrants on the 29th: a redstart, 
spotted Flycatcher and one-two 
pied Flycatchers, all from the 
same tree in coombe wood! on 
the 31st 30-40 goldfinches and 
23 House Martins graced the 
dunton Plotlands.

september
a Hobby was seen on the 5th 
when other sightings included 
stock doves, five green 
woodpeckers, four great 
spotted woodpeckers, at least 
two nuthatch, three 
treecreepers, Coal tit, Long-tail 
tit and goldcrest. five 
greenfinches and 16-plus 
goldfinches frequented the 
dunton lake/Plotlands later in 
the day when eight swallows and 
three House Martins were noted 
and 15 pied wagtails passed 
over, presumably heading for 
their roost.

southern hawker and comma 
were recorded next day when a 
Migrant hawker was present in 
my garden in laindon west. 
Butterflies visiting comprised red 
admiral, holly Blue, speckled 
wood and large white; birds of 
prey appeared overhead – at least 
six Common Buzzards, two 
sparrowhawks and one or  
two Hobbies.

The same selection of 
butterflies and dragonflies could 
be seen at langdon hills on the 

10th, with the addition of 
common darter and some 
interesting records of hornets. 
i’ve recorded nests of these large 
wasps in Thorndon and weald 
Parks recently; they would appear 
to have spread into this area to. 
Birds noted included three 
sparrowhawks, Hobby, five 
green woodpeckers, two  
Coal tits and at least  
three goldcrests.

next day the dunton area held 
four green woodpeckers, 
sparrowhawk, a flock of at least 
50 goldfinches and singles of 
spotted Flycatcher, willow 
warbler, Blackcap and siskin.

a siskin and eight House 
Martins were seen from laindon 
west on the 19th while many 
swallows passed over the 
following day.  a Hobby hawked 
for insects above the dunton 
ridge in the afternoon; other 
records included 15-plus 
goldfinches, four siskins and a 
couple of red admirals.

Common Buzzard and 
sparrowhawk featured on the 
26th when at least three 
Blackcaps had joined a mixed 
flock of Blue, great and Long- 
tail tits. Migrant hawkers  
hunted the woodland edges  
and hedgerows.

October
Common Buzzard and Bullfinch 
were seen on the 3rd at langdon 
hills when Migrant hawker and 
red admiral were also noted.  a 
red admiral was at laindon west 
next day while a grey wagtail 
appeared here on the 10th.

four Moorhens swam upon the 

Redstart (sTEVE griMwadE)
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Mersea island  by steve entwistle

May
The month started with a  
couple of greenshank and two 
whimbrel at Maydays saltings, 
and four pair of Lapwings on the 
flooded field at cudmore grove 
country Park. By the beginning of 
the month most resident species 
have arrived, Lesser whitethroat, 
whitethroat, Blackcaps, 
Chiffchaffs and the odd  
Yellow wagtail.

on the 4th a spotted Flycatcher 
and a willow warbler were seen 
at the park (both not breeding 
these days). Little and Common 
tern at the park on the 6th, 15 
swift returned to upland road on 
the 8th, nearby three 
Mediterranean gulls on the 
strood the same day. Though rare 
these days, two turtle dove 
returned to willoughby car park on 
the 10th, and they were seen 
again the next day (no more 
records all month).

Two Cuckoo at the park on the 
14th and four sand Martins the 
day before at Mayday’s (another 
non breeder these days). on the 
16th a sedge warbler was singing 
at the park pond. The 23rd at 
reeves hall marsh saw 66 
greylag, 17 Canada and one 
Bar-headed goose, a peregrine 
and a pair of Marsh Harriers.

at the park pond two pair of 
pochard, three pair of tufted 
duck, two 3 week old Lapwing 
chicks and a Mute swan with 
seven cygnets. Two egyptian 

geese on reeves hall on 25th to 
27th, a nice year tick added for the 
Mersea birders.

June
a pair of Mediterranean gulls at 
the park on the 4th, nearby ringed 
plover nesting on stone Point, also 
five pair of Avocet nesting on 
salting near the point. Two turtle 
doves visiting a private garden in 
East road, west Mersea on the 
8th, 13th and 14th – the only 
record on the island all month.

70 swift and eight Little egret 
at the park on the 13th, a brown 
Cuckoo seen around Maydays 
farm all month, six different birds 
there on the 22nd. Two Hobbys 
along the Pyefleet on the 16th and 
a Cetti’s warbler singing at the 
park pond on the 17th.  a red Kite 
flew over west Mersea on the 
18th, and there were 12 House 
Martins around Maydays farm 
house mid month. 

on the 24th at least three 
Kestrel chicks on the nest box 
seen from the park hide. 28 
Bar-tailed godwit, two Knot, 50+ 
Curlew, Little and Common tern 
seen off the Point on the 26th.

July
The month started with two 
greenshank, eight Black-tailed 
godwits and two Little tern off 
Maydays seawall (Pyefleet). The 
8th and 9th saw a Common 
sandpiper on the flooded fields at 
the park and also a whimbrel. 
four young Kestrel chicks fledged 

from the nest box at the park  
on 9th, nearby a Hobby flew by 
with 50 swallows and ten sand 
Martins in its sight, no sand 
Martins breeding on the island 
this year, hopefully next year on 
the park cliffs.

siskin and Yellow wagtails at 
the park on the 14th and 250 
Black-tailed godwits on the mud 
flats nearby. The odd green 
sandpiper seen along the Pyefleet 
on the 17th, 18th and 20th.

at Maydays on the 20th were 
five greenshank, a pair of Little 
terns, three Marsh Harriers  
(but no females), a pair of Yellow 
wagtail , whimbrel, 25 House 
Martins (around the house)  
25+ Avocet. on the 25th five 
sanderling and three Little tern 
seen off the Point.

August
on the 1st a sandwich tern flew 
past the Park (as far as i know the 
only record this year). This august 
is known as spoonbill month, a 
spoonbill on west Mersea beach 
on the 2nd then five seen along 
the Pyefleet from 13th to 16th. 
no nightingales breeding this 
year but one called on the 5th at 
the park, same day a Kingfisher on 
the pond plus willow warbler 
and ten Mistle thrushes at the 
nearby car park. 

a spotted redshank (a rare 
visitor to the island with only a 
few records each year). 
greenshank and two green 
sandpipers seen at Maydays.  

dunton pond on this date; other 
records included ten-plus  
siskins, six goldfinches, four 
greenfinches and six-plus  
pied wagtails.

reported from Thameside 
nature Park on the 10th were  
50 teal, 250 Avocet, 75 dunlin, 
11 Lesser redpoll and  
male stonechat.

sightings for laindon west 
mid-month included three 
swallows passing over on the 
11th, 20 goldfinch on the 16th 

and 25 redwings on the 17th; 
possibly the same group of 
redwings had made their way 
to the dunton Plotlands a little 
later that morning.  among the 
other records were at least 60 
Chaffinches around the arable 
area between the Plotlands and 
lincewood. Two Bramblings and 
a Yellowhammer mingled with 
them. There were 10–15 
Long-tail tits, five goldcrests 
and singles of swallow, siskin 
and Bullfinch.  a sparrowhawk 

was noted. next day a Common 
Buzzard was joined by two 
green and three great spotted 
woodpeckers, five goldcrests, 
at least 20 Long-tail tits and 
two nuthatches.

reports on the 23rd included 
tawny Owl, Kingfisher, 
Firecrest, siskin and Bullfinch 
while the 25th saw seven 
Moorhens and eight tufted 
ducks on the dunton pond and 
a Lesser redpoll flew over the 
Plotlands.
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five sanderling on the Point on 
the 14th, a whinchat, two 
wheatear, five Yellow wagtails, 
25 Linnets, 30 House sparrows, 
Kingfisher, 300 golden plover 
and two greenshank along the 
strood channel the next day.

an Osprey was on geedons 
Marsh from 17th to the month 
end, usually on a post and seen 
from Pyefleet.  a short-eared 
Owl seen nearby on the 17th and 
an immature Kittiwake flew 
along the colne the same day.

whinchats were seen regularly 
from 15th to month end with up 
to 15 on the 30th at Maydays, 
also a fair few wheatears seen 
going through to the month end. 
The Kingfisher was now seen 
regularly from the hide at the 
park from mid month.

Two spotted Flycatchers and a 
pied Flycatcher seen from 25th 
to 28th at the park, and on nearby 
flooded fields four ruff from 26th 
to the month end.  a pair of 
Cetti’s warblers were heard 
calling from the ditch near the 
Kestrel box at the month end 
with three seen on the 29th.

september
on the 1st at gyants Marsh a 
goldcrest, at least four willow 
warblers and three Blackcaps. 
also two green sandpipers at 
reeves hall, a Little Owl at youth 
camp, eight whinchats and a 
stonechat at Maydays, six siskin 
at the park and two whinchat 
and two wheatear at the Point.

at least eight Common Buzzard 
circled the park on the 2nd and 
three garden warblers showed 
well from the park hide from 2nd 
to the 6th. Two juvenile 
gannets flew past the 
park on the 4th and one 
on the 5th.

a hummingbird 
hawkmoth was in my 
garden on west Mersea 
on the 6th. on the 7th 
at youth camp two 
turtle doves flew in, 
and there were also 
ten siskin and a 
wheatear. 

a Hobby at st Peters Marsh on 
the 11th, the next day a Firecrest 
was found in a garden at west 
Mersea, a good year tick for us 
locals. Two spotted Flycatchers 
along cross road on the 12th and 
another two along Meeting lane 
on the 13th. Two spotted 
redshanks off Maydays on the 
21st, two grey wagtails around 
the sewerage works down cross 
lane on the 25th and 26th, the 
only sighting of Curlew 
sandpiper this year was one at 
Maydays on the 25th.

Three Little gulls off the 
Esplanade on the 28th, a spotted 
Flycatcher at the park on the 
29th, also that day 110 Little 
egret at roost at the park pond 
(the most seen there so far).

October  
up to ten siskins around the 
pond area all month, an immature 
gannet in the colne on the 4th, 
two Cetti’s warblers showed on 
the 5th at park pond, a Merlin, 

red-breasted Merganser and 
seven Chiffchaff at the park 

on the 7th.  another Merlin 
and stonechat along the 
strood channel, at the 
park there was a 
pale-bellied Brent 
goose, Common 
Buzzard and a leucistic 
starling with 300 
starlings on the 11th. 
a short-eared Owl 
at the park on the 
12th, a Kingfisher 
and five goldcrest 
there on the 14th.

a juvenile rose-coloured 
starling was found on the 15th 
near East Mersea church, it was 
very mobile and seen in a large 
area from the church to the  
dog & Pheasant public house  
and around cooper beach 
caravan site, (it was still there 
mid november).  also on the  
15th at East Mersea church  
area were two ring Ouzels, 30+ 
Blackbirds, 11 redwing and nine 
swallows reported.  a Common 
scoter flew out of the river on 
the 17th; a Lapland Bunting flew 
over the park on the 18th and a 
Brambling there on the 19th.

a great grey shrike showed 
for one hour only on the 20th,  
in hedges between East Mersea 
church and rewsalls farm,  
found while looking for the 
rose-coloured starling. Three 
redpoll at youth camp with  
a Brambling, siskin and a 
redwing on the 21st.

a Male Hen Harrier flew over 
langenhoe Marshes on the 22nd, 
and a snow Bunting seen on the 
sea wall at cooper beach on the 
23rd. Two Black redstarts along 
the Esplanade beach west 
Mersea showed all day on the 
26th and a new one there briefly 
the next day.

i watched a red squirrel in a 
wood in west Mersea for one and 
a half hours. we now have about 
30 introduced with possible 
breeding next year, still very  
hard to see and seven more have 
just been released – keep your 
eyes open!

Wheatear (sTEVE griMwadE)

Short-eared Owl 
(liz huxlEy)
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May
i shall once again start with red 
Kites with 15 sightings during the 
month with the majority coming 
from the lee Valley area. The Valley 
also hosted a single Black and 24 
Arctic terns on the KgV on the 1st 
and 15 Arctic terns at holyfield 
lake on the 2nd (where ravens 
made regular appearances once 
again). walthamstow reservoirs 
had a Little gull on the 5th which 
was joined by two sandwich terns 
on the 8th while another Black 
tern was seen at gallions reach on 
the 4th. wanstead flats hosted 
two whinchat (4th), redstart 
(9th) and tree pipit (10th) but it 
was nick croft’s singing Blyth’s 
reed warbler that stole the 
regional show on the 29th.

June 2015 
red Kites picked up again with six 
more sightings throughout the 
month while a Black Kite was a 
bonus over wanstead Park on the 
27th.  a Crossbill went over 
walthamstow reservoir on the 8th 
with six more though havering cP 
on the 29th while a smattering of 
siskins were also reported. Ten 
Curlew at gallions reach on the 
2nd was late and the first 
Common sandpiper was back on 
the lee Valley reservoirs by 
mid-month.  a late wheatear was 
on wanstead flats on the 4th  
and a female red Footed Falcon 
was seen over woodford green  
on the 7th. spotted Flycatchers 
were back at two traditional 
churchyard sites.

July 
The undoubted highlight for the 
month will be harry lacey’s 
potential pacific swift that he had 
over the KgV reservoir on the 7th. 
fingers crossed.  a great white 
egret was a site first for dagenham 
chase on the 11th and a few 
Black-tailed godwits and green 
sandpipers were seen from the 
3rd with a nice Mediterranean 
gull there on the 16th. There were 
more green sandpipers in the 
ingrebourne with a peak of 16 

Metropolitan essex (LnHs area) by Howard Vaughan

chase from the 2nd and 19 
egyptian geese were at stubbers 
on the 15th.  a great white egret 
flew over upminster on the 15th 
and there were three red Kite 
sightings early in the month. 
wader passage was poor with a 
wood sandpiper in the 
ingrebourne (22nd-23rd) being 
the highlight while four whimbrel 
and 17 Black-tailed godwits were 
seen at gallions reach on the 8th. 
This Beckton site saw some good 
terns’ movement with seven 
sandwich and 18 Arctic terns on 
the 9th, 170 Common, 18 
sandwich, nine Arctic, a Little 
tern and two Kittiwakes on the 
13th and a Black tern and 29 
Arctic terns on the 31st.  a superb 
flock of 41 sandwich terns were 
seen high over north woolwich on 
the 30th. inland there were three 
Black terns, Arctic tern and Little 
gull on the KgV reservoir on the 
15th with two more Black terns 
on the 29th. The female smew was 
still around and the first 
goldeneye was back on the 17th. 
further down the lee Valley at 
walthamstow reservoirs they too 
had a Black tern (12th) and three 
scoter from the 17th while a 
Honey Buzzard moving through 
on the 22nd was a nice reward.

september 
where do we start with the deluge 
of drift migrants across the area? 
suffice to say that the redstarts, 
whinchats and spotted 
Flycatchers became a daily 
feature with numerous sites 
hosting all three species along with 
a good smattering of pied 
Flycatchers, tree pipits, 
wheatears and commoner 
warbler species. Bedfords Park, 
dagenham chase, the ingrebourne 
Valley and the southern lee Valley 
sites were notably good but 
wanstead flats was the stand out 
location with the 1st being 
especially profitable with wryneck 
(till 2nd), 11 whinchat, five each 
of redstart, pied Flycatcher and 
wheatear, eight spotted 
Flycatchers and two tree pipit. 

along with two wood sandpipers 
on the 4th. red Kites were seen 
over hornchurch and wanstead 
and the latter site had a Crossbill 
on the 31st. The Thames was  
quiet although there were 15 
Arctic terns at gallions reach  
on the 25th.

August 
in contrast to rainham the rest of 
Met Essex was knee deep in 
migrant drift passerines with 
wanstead flats now taking its 
traditional lions share. from the 
11th onwards they recorded pied 
Flycatcher on seven dates with 
three on the 30th; redstart on 
seven dates with nine on the 28th 
and ten on the 30th; tree pipit on 
seven dates; spotted Flycatchers, 
whinchats and wheatears daily; 
wood warbler (30th) and 
wryneck (31st). Elsewhere there 
were pied Flycatchers at 
walthamstow reservoir (5th), 
Thames barrier Park (28th) and 
weald park (29th), redstarts on 
chingford plain and in claybury 
(30th), multiple tree pipits 
including four at Bedfords Park and 
five on chingford Plain (30th) and 
over leyton (19th and 28th). 
chingford Plain also had a 
grasshopper warbler and 
wryneck on the productive 30th 
and nearby whitehouse Plain had 
a wood warbler on the 25th.  add 
in many extra spotted 
Flycatchers and whinchats and it 
was a great inland fall. 15 
Crossbills were seen over 
havering cP on the 2nd with 
singles over gidea Park (5th) and 
harold hill (5th and 24th) along 
with a smattering of siskins.  a 
juvenile Cuckoo was at dagenham 

Arctic Tern 
(sEan nixon)
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The 13th was also good with six 
more redstarts. The olympic 
Park at stratford has a 
grasshopper warbler (4th) and 
Black redstart (12th) while a 
Barred warbler at gallions reach 
(4th) was unfortunately out of 
bounds. colin Jupp found the star 
bird at warley Place EwT with a 
much sort after Yellow-browed 
warbler on the 26th and 27th. 
gallions reach also produced two 
auks with a razorbill (10th) and 
guillemot (13th) and also scored 
with a Honey Buzzard (6th), 
short-eared Owl (13th) and an 
Arctic skua (16th). The KgV 
reservoir continued to host 
Black-necked grebe and the 
female smew and by the 12th 
there were also three goldeneye 
and four goosander on site. The 
first redwing was also seen here 
on the 20th with 21 over 
upminster on the 24th with a 
Firecrest there the same day. 
other Firecrest were seen in 
grays gorge and on leyton flats. 
a spotted redshank that moved 
between fairlop waters cP and 
dagenham chase on the 14th 
was new to both site lists and a 

swift over sewardstone Marsh on 
the 21st was getting a little late...

October 
it was a good month for 
interesting passerines with 
Firecrest being seen at eight sites 
including fours at warley Place and 
dagenham chase. Yellow-browed 
warblers were seen in woodford 
green (1st) and at dagenham 
chase (25th) with ring Ouzels 
being logged at great warley, 
harold wood and on several dates 
on wanstead flats. The flats also 
hosted a late Yellow wagtail 
(14th), short-eared Owl (6th), 
and Mediterranean gull from the 
18th, and 17 Brambling with 
migrating Chaffinches (19th) and 
woodlark (20th). other short-
eared Owls were seen at fairlop 
(10th) and two at gallions reach 
(16th) and over the KgV reservoir 
(30th). The latter site also had a 
guillemot (3rd) and a Black Kite 
(24th) while the only red Kites 
were over The chase (9th) and 
lakeside (31st). Hawfinches were 
seen in woodford green (3rd) and 
in dagnam Park (26th) where a 
great grey shrike proved very 

May
with regard to species nesting, or 
at least holding territory, a pair of 
Mandarin ducks frequented a 
pond near weeley church; at least 
three pairs of Little ringed 
plovers were present, two of 
which were known to be 
incubating, and Avocets were in 
residence at several sites with the 
first chicks at holland haven 
hatching on the 25th. Common 
terns were settling in at two 
gravel-pit sites though at only one 
of these were they subsequently 
successful. By the end of the 
month several Little tern clutches 
had already been lost and numbers 
at the principal site were down on 
recent years. several pairs of 
Marsh Harriers and at least two 
pairs of Hobbies were nesting and, 
after last year’s highly successful 

north east essex  bysimon Cox

breeding season, there were 
reasonable numbers of Barn Owls 
in the region though clutch  
and brood sizes were well down  
on 2014.

There were a few pairs of turtle 
doves present, perhaps as many 
as six at wrabness; a count of 30 
nightingales at fingringhoe wick 
presumably referred to singing 
males, and the now scarce garden 
warbler (in this part of Essex at 
least) was present at several 
locations though more in the 
north than northeast of the 
county. single reports of Lesser 
spotted woodpecker and 
nuthatch were received from 
friday woods, colchester, with the 
latter species also present at 
Pebmarsh, lamarsh and Marks hall 
(coggeshall), and a breeding 
survey at fordham produced 

popular on the 24th and 25th. 
There was an impressive count of 
24 Chiffchaffs in the olympic 
Park (4th) and a Crossbill flew 
over Belhus woods cP on the 6th. 
Elsewhere ‘Valentino’ the 
Mediterranean gull returned to 
Valentines Park for his 16th winter 
and grey partridges were seen on 
orsett fen and in the ingrebourne 
Valley where the first Bittern was 
seen on the 23rd. The Valley also 
hosted a redstart on the 2nd, 170 
ring-necked parakeets (30th) 
and the rainham great white 
egret dropped in on the 10th.  at 
least four Bitterns were to be 
found around seventy acres lake 
and the nearby KgV reservoir had 
a good run of birds including two 
ravens (3rd), two late Yellow 
wagtails (8th), four goosander, 
two Black-necked grebes, Knot, 
two water and four rock pipits 
between the 8th-10th. 
walthamstow reservoir had a 
Black-necked grebe from the 4th, 
a Merlin (13th) and a wonderful 
glossy ibis on the 20th.  a 
whopping 25,000 humble 
woodpigeons headed south east 
over west Thurrock on the 26th.

territory counts of whitethroat 
27, Chiffchaff 16, willow warbler 
four and Yellowhammer 16.

a late Hen Harrier was seen at 
wivenhoe on the 1st and there 
were several reports of single red 
Kites towards the end of the 
month. wader passage included 
modest numbers of whimbrels 
(highest count reported 23 at 
holland haven on the 7th); up to 
21 greenshanks, a few spotted 
redshanks, up to 92 Black-tailed 
godwits and six Common 
sandpipers at various points along 
the colne Estuary; a single Curlew 
sandpiper at The naze on the 2nd, 
and a much admired red-necked 
phalarope at holland haven on 
the 31st. single golden Orioles 
were recorded at colne Point 
briefly on the 12th and in friday 
woods from 22nd-24th, and a 
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drake garganey was present at 
lawford on the 13th with perhaps  
the same on cattawade splodge 
two days later. spotted 
Flycatchers at holland haven  
on two dates were passage birds 
but one at lamarsh late in the 
month might have been territorial.  
Cetti’s warblers are now well 
established in the area; a 
grasshopper warbler at holland 
haven may well have been paired, 
but a great reed warbler heard 
at close range by a single observer 
at fingringhoe wick on the 21st 
was not relocated.

June
one or more red Kites continued 
to roam the county with sightings, 
all of single birds, on at least eight 
dates at scattered locations. The 
traditional saltmarsh colonies of 
Black-headed gulls again 
experienced near total failure as 
did the few associated pairs of 
Mediterranean gulls though this 
species appeared at several other 
sites during the month including 
at least five in st osyth and six at 
Brightlingsea.  a few pairs of 
Black-heads did hatch chicks on a 
raft at holland haven and a Little 
gull put in a brief appearance 
there on the 15th. Two pochard 
broods were seen at st osyth, 
grey partridge pairs were noted 
at Elmstead Market and 
wormingford, and there was also a 
pair of spotted Flycatchers at the 
latter location. unseasonal waders 
included single Curlew sandpiper 
and greenshank at holland 
haven on the 11th and a wood 
sandpiper, as well as more usual 
reports of four green sandpipers 
and two Little ringed plovers, all 
at The hythe on the 30th when  
a pair of Black-winged stilts 
paused briefly on the fingringhoe 
wick scrape.

Much interest focused on a 
singing Acrocephalus warbler at 
holland haven on the 12th.  after 
extensive debate and analysis of 
its song, it was considered to have 
been a Marsh warbler though it 
was not in the area where a pair 
bred successfully in 2014. The 
following day produced a flyover 
Bee-eater for one observer there 
and a huge passage of swifts took 
place, also on the 13th, with nearly 
2,500 counted passing frinton.  a 
Crane was present at cattawade 
on the 18th and there were two 
reports of Crossbills with ten over 
alresford grange on the 15th and 
a single at wivenhoe on the 21st. 
The cockaynes reserve at alresford 
again held a pair or two of willow 
warblers but this species is now 
hard to find outside the passage 
periods in nE Essex. reeling 
grasshopper warblers were 
present at great oakley and 
holland haven.

July
wader passage proceeded on a 
modest scale with The hythe 
attracting up to nearly 400 
Black-tailed godwits, 103 
Avocets, and 11 green 
sandpipers and downriver at 
fingringhoe wick up to five 
spotted redshanks and ten 
greenshanks were the highest 
counts for the estuary.  at holland 
haven, the peak Avocet count was 
107, excluding chicks, and up to 
four ruffs and three Little ringed 
plovers were recorded there 
mid-month.  a Little stint was 
present on the 24th-25th and a 
wood sandpiper on the 30th  
with two on the 31st whilst  
The naze and walton hall Marsh 
had a similar selection at the 
month’s end with two Little 
stints and single wood and 
Curlew sandpiper.

a Fulmar passed holland haven 
on the 4th, two Crossbills flew 
over at frinton on the 5th, a 
peregrine was at wivenhoe on the 
6th and a gadwall brood was 
noted at dovercourt on the 7th. 
siskin passage was recorded at 
several sites over the next few 
days, principally at frinton where 
the cumulative total reached 
several hundred.  an eider was 
present off The naze on the 11th; 
23 Yellow wagtails and 11 Corn 
Buntings were notable at 
wormingford on the 14th; an adult 
Yellow-legged gull was on the 
Mistley shore on the 17th; two red 
Kites were seen at holland haven 
on the 18th, also one at 
Brightlingsea. Mediterranean 
gulls again appeared at several 
locations including six at frinton 
where swift passage on the 20th 
occurred in ‘thousands’ and two 
Bee-eaters flew through on the 
21st. Two juvenile spotted 
Flycatchers at henny street on 
the 23rd may have been reared 
there and two juvenile Marsh 
Harriers at st osyth were 
certainly of local origin.  a count of 
71 sandwich terns at The naze on 
the 26th was noteworthy and a 
red Kite was seen, this time at 
wivenhoe, on the 27th.

August
on the 1st, a red Kite was seen at 
Thorrington and a juvenile 
treecreeper was an unexpected 
find during a ringing session in the 
John weston reserve which also 
produced three Cetti’s and six 
willow warblers, all juveniles. 
There were also two wood 
sandpipers and a Caspian gull at 
holland haven. The former species 
continued to feature throughout 
the month with one at walton hall 
Marsh, two at The hythe, up to 
three at holland haven and four, 
unusually, at langham. counts of 
other passage waders included 
single Little stint and Curlew 
sandpiper and 11 Common 
sandpipers at The naze/walton 
hall Marsh, nine ruffs at holland 
haven, 14 Common sandpipers at 
Brightlingsea, 20 greenshanks at 
fingringhoe wick and nine green 
sandpipers at The hythe. Spoonbills (glyn EVans)
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impressive numbers of 
whimbrels were noted passing 
frinton with maxima of 108 on 
the 20th and 123 – also over 
1,500 Bar-tailed godwits –  
on the 23rd. 

There was a series of reports of 
4-5 spoonbills at points around 
the colne Estuary and an osprey 
was seen along the river on the 
20th and 21st whilst a leucistic 
Mandarin duck was present at 
The hythe.  a ring-tailed Hen 
Harrier visited colne Point on the 
19th. seabird enthusiasts had a 
lean time until the 23rd when 
eight Arctic skuas and one 
Bonxie plus a Black tern passed 
frinton and 22 Arctic terns were 
notable off holland haven. on 
the 25th, a Manx shearwater 
was seen at frinton and the 
following day two Manx and 
single sooty and Balearic 
shearwaters were identified 
there, also three Fulmars and two 
Arctic skuas with one of the 
latter also seen from st osyth 
Beach.  a Quail was flushed from 
a wheat field at little clacton on 
the 7th and another, somewhat 
bedraggled, was near the colne 
Point sewage-works on the 20th.

single Marsh tits were located 
on the 5th at Pebmarsh and, 
surprisingly, at The naze and 
there were 40 Corn Buntings at 
wormingford airfield on the 11th. 
The first pied Flycatcher of the 
autumn was reported at frinton 
on the 15th after which singles 
were seen at several locations as 
were a few spotted Flycatchers 
and redstarts with a maximum 
count of four of the latter at 
alresford on the 29th. This site 
had produced the largest count of 
whinchats two days earlier with 

14 present whereas wheatears 
peaked at holland haven with 
39+, also on the 27th when a  
big fall of willow warblers 
occurred: 70+ at The naze and 
perhaps 60 at frinton.  a visitor to 
clacton to watch the air display 
photographed a Black stork 
which landed briefly near the 
airstrip on the 28th and single 
tree pipits were identified on the 
29th at both The naze and 
holland haven, the latter location 
also recording a Honey Buzzard. 
The final day of the month saw 
single wrynecks discovered in  
a garden in st osyth and  
at wivenhoe.

september
The wivenhoe wryneck was still 
present on the 1st and another 
was discovered at The naze along 
with 21 willow warblers, 54 
whitethroats, 27 Lesser 
whitethroats, 24 Blackcaps, two 
garden warblers, two redstarts 
and a spotted Flycatcher.  also 
on the 1st, a red-backed shrike 
was present at The hythe, a 
ringtail Montagu’s or pallid 
Harrier passed by wigborough 
wick farm, st osyth, and a 
Honey Buzzard drifted over 
frinton and holland haven. 
further Honey Buzzard sightings 
came from wivenhoe (2nd), 
stanway (3rd) and The naze 
(26th). siskin passage was 
recorded at a variety of sites, 
especially frinton where over 300 
were counted on the 9th.  a few 
redstarts, pied and spotted 
Flycatchers, Firecrests and an 
occasional tree pipit were seen 
at several locations; also single 
figure numbers of whinchats and 
wheatears. up to four 
spoonbills remained in the colne 

Estuary and an Osprey flew over 
at Brightlingsea on the 6th.

on the 9th, two garganey, 77 
Common and two Velvet 
scoters, nine Arctic skuas, five 
Bonxies and two guillemots 
passed frinton and on the 12th 
perhaps the same sooty 
shearwater was seen from st 
osyth Beach and, shortly 
afterwards, at The naze. The 
following day, single observers at 
holland haven and frinton 
concluded that an unusual 
looking gull moving up the coast 
was a 2nd year Audouin’s gull, 
potentially an Essex first. wader 
passage was largely unremarkable 
apart from a splendid juvenile 
dotterel that roosted on colne 
Point beach over high tide on the 
12th and a Corncrake was 
flushed at The hythe on the 15th. 
six gannets were an unusual 
sight passing fingringhoe wick on 
the 17th when 34 greenshanks 
were counted on the scrape there.

up to six Mediterranean gulls 
were present at The naze on 
various dates and a juvenile 
Caspian gull was identified at 
holland haven on the 19th. 
short-eared Owls featured 
regularly, mainly along the 
coastal strip with several counts 
of four, an Osprey flew over 
howlands Marsh on the 18th and 
several Merlins were present 
towards the month’s end. heavy 
hirundine passage was noted on 
several days and there was a 
minor passage of Meadow pipits, 
plus a few stonechats, Lesser 
redpolls and tree sparrows. 
several Coal tits appeared in 
unexpected places late in the 
month, three Bearded tits were 
noted at holland haven, a 

From left to right: dotterel (siMon cox), Firecrest (sEan nixon), dartford warbler (siMon cox)
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rough-legged Buzzard (sEan nixon)

dartford warbler was seen briefly 
at The naze on the 27th when 
single Yellow-browed warblers 
were discovered there, and also at 
holland haven and wigborough 
wick farm. next day, perhaps as 
many as six Yellow-browed 
warblers were present at The 
naze and another arrived in a 
garden just outside the entrance 
to colne Point reserve and lingered 
there for two more days. The 
closing days produced another 
Osprey, this time at fingringhoe 
wick on the 30th, a red-breasted 
goose (possibly one of the pair 
that has been resident in hamford 
water for several years) flying 
south past frinton with Brents  
on the 31st, an odd redwing and 
Brambling and the start of what 
was to be a large influx of 
goldcrests.

October
a great white egret, four 
pink-footed geese and a 
pomarine skua were recorded at 
holland haven on the 1st whilst 
just to the north at frinton, eight 
Mediterranean gulls, an Arctic 
skua and a Yellow-browed 
warbler were seen. in the colne 
Estuary an estimated 1,000 
redshanks were present. next day 
saw a Yellow-browed at holland 
haven and on the 3rd there was a 
Firecrest there, three at frinton 
and a Bearded tit at rowhedge. 
Perhaps a different Yellow-
browed warbler appeared at 
holland haven on the 4th when 
observers on a barge trip in the 
colne Estuary logged 50 Little 
egrets, 550 Black-tailed and 400 
Bar-tailed godwits. There was 
also a Firecrest, this time at The 
naze where a Honey Buzzard flew 
over on the 5th. Three slavonian 
grebes in the river colne were 
identified from fingringhoe wick 
on the 6th.

goldcrests were now present in 
hundreds with a few more 
Firecrests also recorded and there 
were plenty of reports of siskins 
and Lesser redpolls passing 
through. on the 8th, a Velvet 
scoter on the river stour was 
visible from wrabness, four 
Bearded tits and a treecreeper 

were of interest at The naze; a 
woodlark and 18 tree sparrows 
were the highlights at frinton; a 
pallas’s warbler was seen in a st 
osyth garden; the first of a series 
of ring Ouzels was present nearby 
at wigboro wick farm, and a Black 
Kite was reported at Kirby-le-
soken.  a red Kite passed over 
wigboro wick the following day  
as did a Honey Buzzard over west 
Bergholt.  a dartford warbler was 
ringed at holland haven on the 
10th when both great northern 
and Black-throated diver passed 
frinton and a Long-eared Owl 
was also of note there. The 11th 
produced single pallas’s warbler 
and Coal tit at The naze, a 
pink-footed goose at frinton, and 
two eiders, 12 Mediterranean 
gulls, a Black redstart, three 
white wagtails at holland haven 
and a great white egret at  
colne Point. 

winter thrushes started to arrive 
mid-month with some sizeable 
flocks of both Fieldfares and 
redwings reported but few 
lingered.  a Yellow-browed 
warbler at The naze on the 12th 
was probably a fresh arrival, while 
a Yellow-legged gull dropped in 
at holland haven and a tree 
sparrow visited a Mistley garden 
both on the 13th. notable reports 
over the next few days included six 
Mandarin ducks at great holland 
Pits, several late Hobbies, an 
Osprey near Mistley, red-necked 
grebes on the stour and colne, a 
Bittern on the reserve at 
fingringhoe wick, a Yellow-
browed warbler at sunnymead 
farm, wivenhoe, at least two Hen 
Harriers, odd Merlins and a heavy 
finch passage.  regular watching at 
frinton continued to yield results 
with woodcock, great grey 
shrike, dartford warbler and an 
acredula-type willow warbler 
(17th), two woodlarks, ring 
Ouzel and a pallas’s warbler 
(18th), eight pink-footed geese, 
ten tree sparrows and a 
Yellow-browed warbler  
(19th) and another great grey 
shrike (20th). There were two 
Little gulls off frinton but it  
was a poor month overall for 
seabird sightings. 

Two juvenile rough-legged 
Buzzards prospected wigborough 
wick and colne Point on the 17th 
and 18th,  then one appeared at 
holland haven on the 20th which 
proved to be a long-stayer and 
much admired. This period also 
saw up to four ring Ouzels and a 
Jack snipe at wigboro wick, a 
great grey shrike at colne Point 
with perhaps a second individual 
there a few days later and both 
scaup and Velvet scoter off 
wrabness. red-breasted 
Mergansers were building up on 
the stour with 67 counted on  
the 26th.  a nordic-type Jackdaw 
returned to the university of  
Essex campus and several Black 
redstarts passed through late in 
the month.  at holland haven, 
three Purple sandpipers, up to 
seven short-eared Owls and 
single lapland and snow Bunting 
were recorded, the final day of the 
month there producing a very late 
juvenile red-backed shrike which, 
however, quickly disappeared. 

Elsewhere, two ravens passed 
over wivenhoe calling (22nd), a 
woodlark flew over wigboro wick 
(25th), a slavonian grebe flew by 
at The naze (28th), a Little gull 
was unusual at sunnymead farm 
(29th) and a grey phalarope was 
seen briefly at Brightlingsea (31st). 
Coal tits continued to provoke 
comment being more evident than 
usual. on the 23rd, yet another 
Yellow-browed warbler was seen 
at frinton after which reports from 
there included nearly 2,000 
starlings arriving (25th), two 
goosanders and a late sandwich 
tern passing (26th), 254 Common 
and two Velvet scoters offshore 
(29th) and a whooper swan plus 
single Bonxie and Long-eared 
Owl (30th).
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rspB rainham Marshes by Howard Vaughan

May 
another uninspiring May passes us 
by with scant reward. wader 
passage had its moments but 
numbers were low and only the 17 
species on the 8th stood out with 
18 whimbrel, turnstone, five 
Bar-tailed godwits, three Knot 
and a wood sandpiper being the 
highlights. The latter were also 
seen on the 17th-18th and 24th 
while 11 sanderling on the 11 
were a good find. four more were 
counted on the 25th. Two great 
white egrets touched down on 
the 1st having been seen earlier at 
Beddington and a 2nd year 
Caspian gull was unseasonal on 
the 24th. The usual raptors 
entertained and a Honey Buzzard 
was seen on the 4th and ravens 
made a couple of sorties from 
their nearby nest site. Passerines 
of note where scarce with the 3rd 
being notable for the whinchat 
and 13 wheatear seen. odd 
wheatears made it into early June 
and the first spotted Flycatchers 
were seen in the cordite on the 
14th with odd birds thereafter 
with a male nightingale in there 
briefly on the 20th.  a lone male 
garganey on the 14th was a year 
first and late in the day Bittern 
was somewhat of a surprise. The 
breeding season has so far been 
amazing with young redshank 
and Lapwing everywhere and 
many other broods appearing 
including shoveler, pochard, 
Cetti’s warblers and Bearded tit 
broods.

June 
a typical June with breeding birds 
taking the attention and Lapwing 
and redshank reaching new highs 
of 68 and 51 pair respectively and 
with very decent productivity. The 
turtle dove was seen again up till 
the 6th but not after and another 
red Kite flew through on the 5th. 
a few late waders were seen in  
the first few days including 
turnstone, sanderling and 
Bar-tailed godwit and green 
sandpipers were back before the 
end of the last week.  a Quail sang 

from 13th-16th and two 
Mediterranean gulls and 
numerous Yellow-legged gulls 
were seen.

July 
wader passage was early with 
whimbrel, greenshank, green 
and Common sandpipers in 
good numbers with some 
notables including a wood 
sandpiper from the 16th, 
sanderling (19th) and three 
turnstone (24th). The latter date 
was a good one with six Arctic 
terns, a male Common scoter 
and a fantastic count of 154 
Yellow-legged gulls fresh in 
from the Mediterranean. The first 
Caspian gull of the season was 
also seen that day. red Kites were 
seen on the 18th and 25th and 
there was an unseasonal 
movement of siskins from the 
6th that also included a single 
Crossbill on the 16th. Poor 
weather on the 26th saw a 
stunning pomarine skua over the 
saltmarsh before heading inland 
and the first two sandwich terns 
of the autumn ‘erricked’ up river.

August 
There was a fair selection of 
waders through the reserve in 
august but things never really  
got going although Curlew 
sandpipers on the 1st, 3rd and 

5th were new for the year and 
wood sandpipers were an 
almost daily feature so judging 
how many went through is 
difficult to assess. sanderlings 
were seen on the 11th and 12th 
with a Knot on the latter date 
along with and early high of 77 
Black-tailed godwits.  a juvenile 
spotted redshank was seen on 
the 21st when the first pintail 
was also back on the pools. The 
river was fairly quiet although the 
good days suggest otherwise. 
sandwich terns were seen on 
several dates but the 23rd saw 30 
go by along with a Little tern and 
146 Common terns. The next day 
there were 95 Common, five 
Arctic, three Black and a snowy 
white roseate tern while there 
were five more Black terns seen 
on the 31st. Little gulls were 
seen on three dates and 
Yellow-legged gulls peaked at 
111 on the 12th. The 13th saw 
two juvenile spoonbills head east 
and a juvenile turtle dove 
entertained for a couple of hours. 
Passage passerines were thinly 
spread with almost no 
wheatears or warblers and a 
peak of ten whinchat on the 
20th.  a grasshopper warbler 
was seen on the 26th and a single 
redstart was heard on the 29th. 
up above there was a good 

Brambling (cliVE aTKins)
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passage of 16 Buzzards on the 
29th with Merlin and Honey 
Buzzard the following day.

september 2015 
while many other suburban sites 
were knee deep in drift migrants 
we had to work hard for our finds 
on the reserve but still managed 
at least three redstarts, Black 
redstart (19th), regular spotted 
Flycatchers, pied Flycatcher 
(10th), two grasshopper 
warblers, tree pipit and a good 
movement of Yellow wagtails 
and siskins along with the first 
Lesser redpolls of the year. 
Marsh Harriers and Buzzard were 
on the move with bonus Merlin 
(4th), Honey Buzzard (19th) and 
Osprey. The first autumnal 
goldcrests were in by the last 
week and a Firecrest was found 

on the 22nd. There was a huge 
hirundine movement on the 17th 
and 18th and a late swift was seen 
on the 10th. The river was deathly 
with just the odd Arctic tern and 
three Common scoter for a 
concerted effort and the first Brent 
goose headed up river on the 27th. 
There was a good smattering of 
commoner waders but nothing 
outstanding and the Little stint 
from the 20th was the only new 
bird for the year. strangely enough 
the rarest bird of the month was 
probably the Coal tit that david 
smith found on the 28th.

October 
The month started well with a 
great white egret being seen on 
three dates along with a trio of 
goodies on the 2nd with woodlark, 
ring Ouzel and Caspian gull seen. 
Three Crossbills were seen the 
next day and by the end of the 
month there had been a few 
Brambling sightings along with 
increased reports of Lesser redpoll 
and siskin. tree sparrows were 
noted coasting on the 10th and 
26th and a Firecrest was heard 
again on the 16th. Two dartford 
warblers were found together on 
the 27th with another heard out on 
wennington a couple of days later. 

The first new bird of the year for 
the reserve was a three second 
great grey shrike on the river 
wall on the 17th and four House 
Martins were seen on the 27th.  a 
Black redstart was seen briefly 
(13th) and a female Bullfinch 
seems to be back for the winter. 
There was a good selection of 
waders to be seen including both 
greenshank and spotted 
redshank along with Knot, 
Bar-tailed godwit and Jack 
snipe to add interest.  a juvenile 
gannet headed high and south 
on the 14th while a late Arctic 
tern was in the bay. The 24th saw 
the arrival of our first autumnal 
Brent geese along with a lone 
pink-footed goose that stayed 
for a few days and a single 
Merganser. spoonbills were seen 
overhead on the 25th and two on 
the 28th and one but quite 
possibly two glossy ibises were 
seen on the 21st. The ravens 
were back for the winter and four 
Marsh Harriers are still at home 
while a male goshawk on the 
28th was a nice bonus. however, 
the stars for the month were the 
short-eared Owls and after the 
first on the 17th we ended the 
month with eight roosting along 
the river wall.

southend area by paul Baker

May
The month started with a bang 
when a red-rumped swallow  
was found over the lake in 
gunners Park at 8am on the 1st.  
it remained for just under two 
hours before departing with the 
hirundine flock.  also on the 1st  
a ring Ouzel was reported at 
wakering stairs when a 
nightingale arrived on Two Tree 
island and held territory all month. 
a Black swan was at Bowers 
Marsh at the start of the month 
where it remained throughout the 
summer and one or two drake 
garganey were also present from 
the 1st through to mid-June. The 
Cape shelduck was reported at 

Battlesbridge on the 1st before it 
relocated once again to Bowers 
Marsh on 3rd and 4th.  another 
drake garganey visited Vange 
Marsh from the 2nd to the 4th 
when single wheatears were still 
to be found on wallasea, Bowers 
Marsh, and in gunners Park.  
a pectoral sandpiper was an 
excellent find on Bowers Marsh 
on the 3rd; it stayed until the 4th 
and was only the second spring 
record for Essex.  also at Bowers 
Marsh on the 4th were two 
Common sandpipers, and a 
pink-footed goose was added to 
the motley crew of gathering 
waterfowl of dubious origin. The 
only green sandpiper of the 
month was on Vange Marsh on 

the 4th.  a red Kite drifted over 
leigh and a male Montagu’s 
Harrier passed high over 
canewdon on the 4th, the same 
day that a short-eared Owl was 
noted again on wallasea where it 
lingered intermittently until the 
20th.  a spotted redshank at 
Bowers Marsh on the 8th was the 
only record this month. The last 
wheatear of the spring was on 
wallasea on the 10th where an 
Arctic tern was also noted.  
a report of a Bullfinch at 
wakering stairs on the 10th was 
noteworthy. Two Little terns 
were reported off canvey Point 
on the 11th. turtle doves were 
noted at several sites other than 
wakering stairs between the 13th 

great grey shrike (PETEr TrisTon)
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find on Benfleet downs on the 7th. 
The following day Painted lady 
butterflies reached a high for the 
month of 17 on wallasea.  a drake 
garganey was present on Bowers 
Marsh from the 8th to the 12th. 
low numbers of heath fritillary 
butterflies appeared in Belfairs 
woods from the latter date 
through to the month’s end but 
with no more than seven recorded 
on any one day due to 
deterioration of suitable habitat. 
Little ringed plovers bred 
successfully on wallasea as a pair 
with three chicks was seen there 
on the 15th. Two turtle doves 
continued to visit a canewdon 
garden infrequently from the 16 to 
the 24th. There was a small arrival 
of hummingbird Hawkmoths in 
the latter part of the month with 
sightings on 17th, 24th, and 27th 
at leigh, ashingdon, and westcliff 
respectively.  a red Kite was 
reported over ashingdon on the 
18th. Ten siskins at sutton road 
cemetery on the 27th were both 
unseasonal and unexpected. The 
first white-letter hairstreak of the 
year was on hadleigh downs on 
the 29th, the same day that the 
first two white admirals were 
recorded in Belfairs woods.

July
The first half of the month was 
very quiet for bird sightings with 
two garganey at Vange Marsh 
throughout the month being the 
only avian record of note. 
non-avian highlights comprised a 
red-veined darter photographed 
in gunners Park on the 3rd, a 
hummingbird hawkmoth in leigh 
on the 7th and five white admirals 
in Belfairs woods on the 9th. Little 
ringed plovers are typically the 
first returning autumn wader as 
evidenced on the 12th with an 

and 20th with one to two at 
canewdon, rochford, and 
wallasea. up to five wall 
butterflies were noted from the 
13th to the 26th at four traditional 
sites and a Muntjac was recorded 
on hadleigh downs on the 14th.  
 a small passage of red Kites was 
noted on 16th and 17th with a 
total of four birds seen at three 
sites. The green hairstreaks on 
canvey wick were seen on the 
16th only when between three 
and five were counted. The 
following day the first Painted 
lady of the year was seen at 
wakering stairs.  a singing siskin 
in coombe wood on the 17th was 
a surprise. The Black-necked 
grebe present at Bowers Marsh 
since early april was seen for the 
last time on the 20th.  a Barnacle 
goose of doubtful origin was at 
lower raypits on the 22nd, the 
same day that two Crossbills flew 
over coombe wood.  an 
unseasonal influx of 20 
guillemots into the Thames off 
canvey was all the more 
remarkable given that they were 
the first sightings of the year! a 
showy grasshopper warbler was 
at wakering stairs from the 25th 
to the 30th and a Little stint 
there on the 25th was a good 
spring record.  another red Kite 
was reported on the 25th when 
one passed over shoebury.  a pair 
of Black-winged stilts toured 
Bowers Marsh and wat Tyler c.P. 
on the 26th but unfortunately did 
not linger.  a spoonbill was at the 
former site briefly on the 27th. 
Little ringed plovers reached a 
spring peak of five on Bowers 
Marsh on the 29th when there 
were a further three on Vange 
Marsh and one on wallasea. Two 
grey partridges were found on 
wallasea on the 30th where one 
remained through to the 8th June, 
three Painted lady butterflies 
were also noted there. The pair of 
Bullfinch near rayleigh were seen 
again on the 30th but were getting 
increasingly harder to find.

June
June was a very quiet month with 
little of note besides butterflies.  a 
green hairstreak was an unusual 

impressive count of 21 on Vange 
Marsh and a further six on Bowers 
Marsh. siskin passage began on 
the 15th with almost daily 
sightings through to late 
september. up to 50 birds in total 
passed through before the end of 
the month, an unprecedented 
number for July. The first willow 
Emerald damselfly of the year  
was noted at star lane Pits on  
the 17th. Two white-letter 
hairstreaks were still present  
on hadleigh downs the following 
day when a red Kite was also 
reported over canvey.  
a garden warbler was a welcome 
visitor to a garden by coombe 
wood on the 20th. The second 
ever southern Emerald damselfly 
for Essex was sheltering in the sssi 
reserve in gunners Park from the 
21st through to the 5th august. 
The second red Kite of the month 
was seen over southchurch on the 
22nd the same day that the first 
clouded yellow of the year arrived 
at Paglesham. wader numbers 
continued to build towards the 
end of the month with 14 each of 
spotted redshank and green 
sandpiper on Vange Marsh from 
23rd to the 27th whilst adult 
Curlew sandpipers commenced 
their return passage with singles at 
wakering stairs and Two Tree 
island on 25th and 31st 
respectively. The grasshopper 
warbler was seen and heard again 
at wakering stairs on the 25th as 
were three turtle doves. Three 
adult Arctic terns and a Little 
tern were seen off canvey on the 
25th, the same day that two 
southern Migrant hawkers were 
found again at wat Tyler c.P. 
where they continued to show 
through to the end of august. The 
month ended well for one lucky 
observer when both silver-washed 
fritillary and white admiral visited 
his garden beside coombe wood 
on the 30th. 

August
a red Kite was reported over wat 
Tyler cP on the 1st. The adult 
Curlew sandpiper on Two Tree 
island was seen daily through to 
the 4th whilst it or another was 
seen at Tewke’s creek on the 2nd. Black-tailed godwit (sEan nixon)
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diligent counting of the high tide 
roost on Two Tree island on the 
1st also revealed 2,167 Black-
tailed godwits along with seven 
Common sandpipers and two 
clouded yellows.  at wakering 
stairs, three Arctic skuas and an 
early short-eared Owl were all 
reported on the 1st, and five 
turtle doves were present there 
the next day. The first spotted 
Flycatcher of the autumn was 
reported near rayleigh on the 
2nd as were two Purple 
hairstreaks.  a siskin visited a 
garden feeder in hadleigh on the 
2nd with three there on the 6th. 
during the first week of august 
southern Migrant hawkers 
reached six at wat Tyler cP, four 
at west canvey Marsh, and a 
single was on canvey wick. 
reasonable numbers of Black 
terns passed through this month 
commencing with 30 off canvey 
on the 7th and peaking at 47 
there on the 31st.  a female 
red-backed shrike was a good 
find at Bowers Marsh on the 11th. 
it had the decency to stay until 
the 21st allowing most people to 
connect.  also present at Bowers 
Marsh along the tip fenceline 
were six whinchats and four 
stonechats. seawatching at 
canvey on the 13th provided 
paltry totals of five Arctic skuas, 
one great skua, 26 Black terns, 
and seven Common scoters. This 
represented the peak count of 
Arctic skuas this month and was 
the only great skua of the 
month.  a wryneck was an 
excellent find in gunners Park on 
the 14th, as was a tree sparrow 
there the same day. The wryneck 
was not seen after the 14th but 
the elusive tree sparrow did put 
in an appearance on the 15th and 
19th. sandpiper passage peaked 
mid-month with Vange Marsh 
hosting 12 green sandpipers and 
11 Common sandpipers whilst 
Bowers Marsh held ten green 
sandpipers and the first wood 
sandpiper of the autumn on the 
15th.  a ‘flock’ of three wood 
sandpipers were on the 
underwatched lagoon at lower 
raypits on the 16th where one 
remained through to the 26th. 

Three juvenile Little ringed 
plovers frequented the newly 
created habitat on wallasea on 
the 16th.  another inland passage 
spotted Flycatcher was at 
coombe wood on the 19th where 
two purple Hairstreaks were 
added to a rather impressive 
garden butterfly yearlist. Two 
garganey and a wood sandpiper 
arrived on Vange Marsh on the 
21st with all remaining until the 
end of the month. Yellow 
wagtails reached a year high 
peak of 50 on wallasea on the 
21st where two short-eared 
Owls arrived the following day 
and remained all month before 
being joined by a third individual 
on the 27th. The third spotted 
Flycatcher of the autumn was 
reported from Bowers Marsh on 
the 22nd.  a juvenile pectoral 
sandpiper spent the day on the 
scrape at wat Tyler cP on the 
23rd yet remarkably was not even 
a yeartick for most locals 
following the spring bird on 
Bowers Marsh! attempts at 
seawatching were made but 
usually failed through lack of 
birds; three Arctic skuas, nine 
Arctic terns, eight Little terns, 
and a porpoise off canvey on the 
24th were the ‘highlights’. drift 
migrants arrived in gunners Park 
on 24th and 25th with single 
spotted Flycatchers on both 
dates and a pied Flycatcher on 
the former, at least one redstart 
from the 25th onwards and four 
wheatears. The low water levels 
and muddy margins at Vange 
Marsh continued to pull in the 
waders with three Little stints 
arriving on the 26th, six Little 
ringed plovers and 15 spotted 
redshanks on the 27th, and 15 
ruff on the 29th. not to be 
outdone, west canvey Marsh 
produced a wood sandpiper and 
11 green sandpipers on the 
29th.  a claim of six whinchats 
was made on Two Tree island on 
the 29th when four clouded 
yellows were on nearby hadleigh 
downs.  around the creeks, 52 
common seals and a grey seal 
were counted from a dedicated 
boat trip on the 29th.  a new 
spotted Flycatcher and pied 

Flycatcher dropped in at gunners 
Park on the 30th when five 
Porpoise were seen off canvey 
but not much else.  a surprise 
local rarity on the 31st came in 
the guise of a pair of egyptian 
geese in southchurch Park East; 
they were shamelessly twitched 
the next day but had already 
moved on elsewhere.

september
The two egyptian geese had 
apparently moved to wat Tyler cP 
on the 1st but still they did not 
linger. More typical autumnal fare 
was to be had in gunners Park 
where there were now two 
redstarts from the 1st to the 
13th and two wheatears.  a total 
of just seven wheatears passed 
through the entire area this 
month. Two juvenile spoonbills 
flying high up-river at gunners 
Park on the 2nd were a surprise 
but the siskin passage which 
recommenced there on the 2nd 
and remained strong into 
october was more expected. low 
numbers passed through at many 
sites on a daily basis through the 
month peaking at 85 in gunners 
Park on the 6th. on the 3rd an 
impressive 600 House Martins 
moved through gunners Park in 
just thirty minutes. west canvey 
Marsh hosted a garganey on 4th 
and 5th, a wood sandpiper from 
the 4th to the 9th, and 800 
swallows on the 5th.  across the 
creek on Bowers Marsh a 
red-crested pochard was present 
on the 4th and 5th as was an 
unusually late Cuckoo on the 
latter date.  a Little stint on 
wallasea on the 6th was a good 
site record and one or two 
Curlew sandpipers frequented 
Tewke’s creek on the 6th and 7th. 
The last turtle dove of the year 
was at wakering stairs on the 6th 
when a hedgehog visited an 
Eastwood garden for a few 
nights.  an obliging shag was 
close inshore at gunners Park on 
the 7th where it remained for the 
rest of the autumn. seawatching 
at canvey yielded 15 Arctic 
skuas and nine Arctic terns on 
the 7th with Little gull, two 
guillemots, and three Porpoise 
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there the next day along with the 
first two dark-bellied Brent 
geese of the autumn. numbers 
built rapidly to 400 here just four 
days later with a further 130 at 
wakering stairs.  another wood 
sandpiper paid homage to Vange 
Marsh from the 8th to the 
18th.  as expected, Buzzards were 
more widespread this month but a 
count of 15 over Paglesham 
lagoon was quite exceptional for 
our corner of Essex.  a Curlew 
sandpiper was claimed from Two 
Tree island on the 10th. gunners 
Park was productive on the 11th 
with two spotted Flycatchers and 
a pied Flycatcher all newly arrived 
along with two clouded yellows. 
There were two Little stints on 
Bowers Marsh on the 11th with up 
to seven the following day on 
Vange Marsh with some remaining 
all month. The two egyptian 
geese were seen again early on 
the 12th, this time at Vange Marsh 
but once again they soon 
disappeared. Little tern passage 
peaked at 22 at wakering stairs on 
the 12th and spotted redshanks 
numbered 21 the following day at 
Vange Marsh.  a redstart was 
reported from hadleigh castle on 
the 13th with another 
photographed in a Thorpe Bay 
garden earlier in the month. Just a 
single short-eared Owl was 
reported from wallasea this 
month with sightings on 13th and 
26th, with another single along 
Benfleet creek on the 24th.  a 
garganey was at Bowers Marsh on 
the 14th with possibly the same 
bird at wat Tyler cP the next day. 
whinchat numbered six again this 
month at Bowers Marsh on the 
15th with five at fleet head and 
three at west canvey Marsh 
earlier in the month. seawatching 
at canvey continued to be poor all 
month with the 16th being one of 
the rare days of note when 11 
Arctic skuas, six great skuas, 
nine Black terns, and a distant 
roseate tern were all recorded.  
a glossy ibis was reported at wat 
Tyler cP briefly on the 17th before 
becoming a little more reliable 
from the 19th to the 23rd.  a 
Caspian gull bearing a green ring 
remained loyal to the scrape at 

wat Tyler cP on 18th and 19th 
providing many with the 
opportunity to enjoy this scarce 
but regular visitor, a redstart 
there on the 18th was a good site 
record. Little egret roost numbers 
broke new records this month with 
224 along Benfleet creek on the 
19th and 143 on Two Tree island 
on the 14th.  a late swift was in 
gunners Park on the 19th as was 
the last spotted Flycatcher of the 
year.  a check on the local 
population of hazel dormice in 
Belfairs on the 19th with a 
qualified handler yielded eight 
adults and 24 young. on the 20th, 
visiting birders found and 
photographed a wilson’s 
phalarope at Vange Marsh, 
although its identity was not 
confirmed until the following 
afternoon. fortunately it remained 
until the 3rd october and was 
always on view albeit distantly at 
times.  a first for the area and 
seventh for Essex it proved popular 
with birders from across the 
country. five presumed Lesser 
redpoll flew over rochford on the 
20th with another over westcliff 
on the 23rd.  an early Merlin kept 
the short-eared Owl company on 

wallasea on the 26th when a 
willow Emerald damselfly was 
photographed in gunners Park.   
a hummingbird hawkmoth was a 
welcome visitor to a leigh garden 
on the 27th.  a group of three 
great white egrets were watched 
circling over Bowers Marsh on the 
27th before appearing to land 
behind the tip; one was seen later 
that day flying low across Vange 
wick.  a late pied Flycatcher 
dropped in at gunners Park on the 
28th and unsurprisingly was the 
last flycatcher of the year. Both 
Curlew sandpiper and pale-
bellied Brent goose were 
reported around Two Tree island 
on the 29th. still the seawatching 
season failed to gain momentum 
with the only records of note on 
the 30th being a respectable 65 
Pintail off canvey Point and two 
Little gulls.

October
Three Little stints remained at 
Vange Marsh on the 1st. Both 
pale-bellied Brent goose and 
Black Brant were picked out from 
the thronging dark-bellied Brent 
goose flock which numbered 
6,000 off Two Tree island on the 
2nd and a great white egret was 

turtle dove (liz huxlEy)
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seen distantly from wallasea also 
on the 2nd.  a late burst of 
passage in gunners Park saw a 
Firecrest there from the 2nd to 
the 4th along with 35 goldcrests, 
27 Chiffchaffs, and 16 Blackcaps. 
a late Curlew sandpiper was 
found in Potton creek on the 4th. 
last month’s glossy ibis put in a 
fleeting visit to the scrape at wat 
Tyler cP on the 6th. finches were 
on the move this month 
evidenced by 20 Lesser redpolls 
at wakering and 20 siskins in 
gunners Park on the 6th with 
passage of both species 
continuing daily throughout the 
month in small numbers. There 
were shades of summer on the 
8th when a Hobby was at wat 
Tyler cP, a Common sandpiper 
was at Bowers Marsh, and five 
wall butterflies were on hadleigh 
downs.  an adult Crane parading 
around and calling on the scrape 
at wat Tyler cP on the 9th was a 
fantastic local mega. it was 
rumoured to have been seen the 
evening before flying towards 
Bowers Marsh. it remained at wat 
Tyler cP until mid-morning on 
the 9th when it flew off high to 
the south and was presumably 
the same bird seen later that day 
at dungeness. with just a pair or 
two of Coal tits in hockley 
woods, Benfleet, and Thundersley, 
a Coal tit in gunners Park on the 
9th was quite likely of the 
continental race whereas the two 
near Thundersley the same day 
were local birds.  a Painted lady in 
gunners Park on the 9th was the 
last of the year. searching for the 
glossy ibis in the local Little 
egret roosts on the 9th was 
unsuccessful but did reveal 198 
Little egrets still present on 
Benfleet downs and 62 on Two 
Tree island.  a seawatch from 
wakering stairs on the 10th 
produced the highest count of 
the year for gannets with a 
paltry 20, and the month’s only 
great skua! Two clouded yellows 
persisted on wallasea on the 10th 
as did a single little stint at Vange 
Marsh. The nomadic egyptian 
geese duo finally settled down at 
friars Park from the 10th 
onwards. The equally mobile 

glossy ibis paid brief visits to wat 
Tyler cP on the 11th, 14th, and 
15th. There was a small fall of 
Firecrests mid-month with three 
in coombe wood on the 11th, one 
in south Benfleet also on the 11th, 
and one at shoebury East Beach 
from the 15th to the 18th. The 
first eider of the year (!) were two 
off gunners Park on the 11th 
where a fine summer plumaged 
red-throated diver was present 
the next day along with a 
guillemot. There were now two 
Merlins on wallasea as at the 13th 
with a male and a female present 
intermittently until the end of the 
month.  a showy and confiding 
Black redstart was present 
around the seawall at gunners 
Park from the 13th to the 20th, 
and one of the resident Coal tits 
visited a hockley garden on the 
13th. southend Pier was 
unproductive on the 14th yielding 
just a late Arctic tern. significant 
thrush movement was noted from 
the 14th to the 17th with a ring 
Ouzel and 211 redwings over a 
leigh garden on the 14th, 107 
Fieldfares over the same garden 
on the 17th, and three ring 
Ouzels in gunners Park on the 
17th where one remained until 
the 23rd. The last of three 
wheatears this month was along 
canvey seafront on the 16th. 
single Bramblings were noted 
over leigh and rochford on 17th 
and 18th when another Firecrest 
was located in gardens in rayleigh. 
a party of three continental Coal 
tits were a very good find at 
shoebury East Beach on the 18th. 
They worked their way along the 
treeline before disappearing 
inland. nearby, a Velvet scoter 
was reported off wakering stairs 
the same day. The wandering 
glossy ibis visited Vange Marsh 
for ten minutes on the 20th before 
flying off once more. Hen Harriers 
returned to wallasea on the 22nd 
with two ringtails present daily 
through to the end of the month. 
a ring-necked parakeet was 
reported over southchurch on the 
22nd and then again over westcliff 
on the 26th. finches continued to 
pass through gunners Park with 
20 siskins, 25 Lesser redpolls, 

and three Bramblings there on 
the 25th when the shag put in 
another appearance too.  a Coal 
tit prospected gardens in south 
Benfleet on the 25th and 31st. 
Two red-breasted Mergansers 
and the shag were on the sea off 
gunners Park on the 26th. The 
glossy ibis was finally nailed 
down at wat Tyler cP from the 
27th onwards when its preferred 
feeding area along Timberman’s 
creek was found. Meanwhile an 
adult spoonbill flew over west 
canvey Marsh on the 27th but did 
not land. yet another Firecrest was 
located on the 27th when one 
took a liking to a garden in leigh 
for two days. Two Black redstarts 
were in gunners Park on the 28th 
with one reported in southchurch 
the next day. By comparison, one 
Brambling was reported in a leigh 
garden on the 28th with two in 
gunners Park the following day.  
a ring Ouzel reported in gunners 
Park on the 31st could equally 
have been one from mid-month 
keeping a low profile or a new 
arrival. The influx of short-eared 
Owls noted across the country 
gained momentum locally in the 
final days of the month with five 
at south fambridge on the 31st, 
three at west canvey Marsh, three 
on wallasea, two on Two Tree 
island, and singles at wat Tyler cP 
and Battlesbridge.  a Barnacle 
goose on the roach on the 31st 
had probably not come from very 
far but was still a good local 
record. This autumn’s seawatch 
totals make for dire reading with  
a total of 51 gannets, 50 Arctic 
skuas, eight great skuas, three 
Little gulls, three guillemots, and 
two eider. no pomarine skuas, 
Long-tailed skuas, shearwaters, 
petrels, Fulmars or sabine’s gulls 
were recorded this autumn 
making it possibly the worst on 
record. whether this has anything 
to do with the dredging of the 
Thames for the deep water port  
or the profusion of offshore 
windfarms is open to discussion, 
or it may just be that the days 
with optimum weather for 
seawatching were in short supply 
this year.
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May
The 1st at wat Tyler brought 
Marsh Harrier, Kestrel, three 
Hobbies and two Cuckoos. 
Marsh Harriers featured 
throughout the month, with at 
least two birds – an immature 
male and an immature female, 
seen regularly, both at wat Tyler 
and Vange Marsh.

at the former on the 7th were 
three great Crested grebes, a 
Hobby, two peregrines, Common 
tern, 100 stock doves, Cuckoo, 
30+ swifts, at least 30 each of 
swallow and House Martin; and 
six Bearded tits. Two days later at 
Vange there were 40 Black-tailed 
godwits and three greenshanks.

six Bearded tits were again 
seen at wat Tyler, on the 11th, 
with two Hobbies and two 
Cuckoos. The last two were 
repeated next day, when Vange 
held 106 Black-tailed godwits, 
two greenshanks and a 
Common sandpiper.

species noted at wat Tyler on 
the 15th included reed warbler, 
Bearded tit, greenfinch, 
goldfinch, a couple of male  
reed Buntings, Cuckoo and 
Common tern.  a pair of great 
Crested grebes had two young 
hitching rides.

Vange Marsh on the 16th held 
two Little grebes, sparrowhawk, 
Kestrel, and a family of Mute 
swans (nine cygnets).  a drake 
garganey was notable while 
other ducks included shoveler, 
gadwall and pochard. one or 
two water rails called from the 
reed beds. waders present 
comprised two each of Avocet 
and Oystercatcher, several 
Lapwings, three summer 
plumaged dunlin, two Little 
ringed plovers, 11 ringed 
plovers (in flight), 78 Black-
tailed godwits with singles of 
greenshank and Common 
redshank. Two male Bearded tits 
and five reed Buntings haunted 
the reed beds. greenfinches and 
goldfinches were active and 
numerous around the scrubby 

areas.  a Hobby was seen from the 
hide at wat Tyler where a hairy 
dragonfly patrolled one of the 
ponds. 

Bearded tits and reed Buntings 
at Vange on the 24th were joined 
by at least ten Long-tailed tits. 
Common tern and Little grebe 
appeared regularly at wat Tyler 
during the last week of the month, 
when two Black-winged stilts 
were reported, on the 26th, with a 
peregrine seen on the 29th.

June
hirundines graced wat Tyler on 
the 1st – 30 House Martins and 
six swallows with 20 swifts also 
seen. Two Marsh Harriers were 
noted on the 5th.

at least 50 swifts were counted 
at Vange on the 6th as were two 
Common terns, at least five 
Bearded tits, four teal and seven 
shovelers. round at wat Tyler 
were three Common Buzzards, 
two Hobbies, Kestrel, Cuckoo and 
green woodpecker. Passerines 
included Common whitethroat, 
Lesser whitethroat, greenfinch, 
goldfinch, Linnet and reed 
Bunting. holly Blue and speckled 
wood were butterflies noted while 
dragonflies seen were Broad-
bodied chaser, four-spotted 
chaser and hairy dragonfly, with 
large red, azure and Blue-tailed 
damselflies.

at Vange Marsh on the 7th were 
15 Black-tailed godwits, eight 
Avocets, two Common redshank, 
four shelduck and 25+ swallows. 
Hobbies appeared at wat Tyler on 
the 11th and 13th with a Cuckoo 
on the former as well. 

The 17th at wat Tyler saw 
Hobby, Cuckoo, Common tern 
and two Bearded tits; at Vange 
were Marsh Harrier, 18 Common 
redshank, 13 Lapwings and four 
Black-tailed godwits while on 
the 23rd six Common redshank, a 
spotted redshank, two Avocet, 
20 Lapwings, sparrowhawk, 25+ 
swallows and five male reed 
Buntings.

Back at wat Tyler on the  
23rd records included Hobby,  

10 Lapwings, seven Black-tailed 
godwits, 20 swifts, two 
Common terns and two female 
Bearded tits. next day two male 
Bearded tits were noted.
July
six Little egrets, present at wat 
Tyler on the 7th, had been in 
addition to Marsh Harrier, 
Hobby, 20 Lapwings, 
greenshank, at least ten 
Common terns (including several 
juveniles), six Bearded tits and 
12 swifts. Three wigeon were 
unseasonal at Vange on this date 
while waders present here 
comprised 18 Black-tailed 
godwits, eight spotted 
redshanks, five greenshanks, 
three green sandpipers and a 
Common sandpiper, two Little 
ringed plovers and three ruff. 
Two Marsh Harriers and a Lesser 
whitethroat also featured. Two 
days later there were four 
Oystercatchers, 50 Lapwings, 13 
Avocets, 18 Common 
redshanks, nine spotted 
redshanks, six greenshanks, six 
Black-tailed godwits, three 
green sandpipers and two each 
of ruff, Little ringed plover and 
Common sandpiper. next day 
17 Black-tailed godwits and two 
green sandpipers occurred at 
wat Tyler, in addition to an 
immature male Marsh Harrier, 

wat tyler and Vange Marsh by Andrew Cox

Cuckoo (daVid halE)
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ten Common terns and at least 
two Bearded tits. Two Marsh 
Harriers were recorded on the 
14th, as was a Hobby.

waders counted at Vange Marsh 
on the 16th included six spotted 
and 23 Common redshanks, 16 
greenshanks, 30 Lapwings and 
13 Black-tailed godwits.

among the birds at wat Tyler on 
the 17th were Kestrel, at least 23 
Common terns (again, including 
several juveniles), 100-plus 
Coots, six reed warblers and 
two Bearded tits. greenfinches 
and goldfinches appeared to be 
numerous; around 20 swallows 
frequented the nearby horse 
sanctuary.  a Kingfisher was seen 
next day.  a Common Buzzard 
was at Vange on the 19th, with 
two Marsh Harriers and a Hobby 
on the 23rd.

a change of tack at wat Tyler  
on the 23rd saw two or three 
southern Migrant hawker  
(or Blue-eyed hawker to give 
them their more appropriate 
alternative name) dragonflies 
present. These stunning insects 
have to be seen to be believed; 
visitors to the park had come 
from far and wide (hampshire, 
lincolnshire) to do this.  a 
southern hawker was also 
noted.  a Hobby, two Kestrels, 
Marsh Harrier, 15 Common 
terns and 20 sand Martins were 
here on the 25th. on the previous 
day at Vange three Curlews 
joined a selection of the usual 
wader, with a snipe being seen on 
the 31st.

August
Birds of prey dominated at wat 
Tyler on the 1st – Marsh Harrier, 
red Kite, peregrine and two 
Kestrels. smaller hunters proved 
just as interesting, with southern 
Migrant hawkers topping the 
bill.  at least three of these 
blue-eyed beauties had drawn 
visitors from as far afield as 
hampshire and lincolnshire. one 
finally decided to settle on a 
hedge close to the main path, 
allowing several photographers to 
get their pictures. southern 
hawker and ruddy darter were 
almost dowdy in comparison but 

a Banded demoiselle could match 
the dragonfly, with its tropical, 
metallic shades of cobalt and 
aquamarine. Marbled white and 
holly Blue were among the 
butterflies noted.

at least four southern Migrant 
hawkers were reported on the 
3rd; next day at Vange was one for 
the birds, especially waders- three 
ruff, 15 greenshanks, three 
spotted redshanks, 30 Common 
redshanks, 25-plus Black-tailed 
godwits, nine Curlews, three 
Common sandpipers, nine 
green sandpipers and 50-plus 
Lapwings. nine Little egrets and 
91 greylag geese were also here.

More birds of prey reported at 
wat Tyler on the 6th – two 
peregrines, Hobby and 
sparrowhawk; also southern 
Migrant hawker.  another of these 
(a male) perched obligingly on 
the edge of a reed bed next 
evening, when common darter, 
holly Blue and gatekeeper were 
also seen; as were peregrine,  
11 Black-tailed godwits, green 
and Common sandpipers, at 
least eight Common terns and  
a Kingfisher.

counts on the 12th included 20 
Mallard, ten teal, 20 Lapwing, 
two Black-tailed godwits, a 
snipe, two green sandpipers, 
100 starlings, 12 House Martins, 
20 goldfinch, six Little grebes 
and a Kestrel. on the 14th were 
two peregrines, Marsh Harrier, 
spotted redshank, greenshank, 
Curlew and Kingfisher.

around at Vange on the 17th 
records included 107 greylag 
geese, 35 Canada geese, 15 
Mute swans, 37 Black-tailed 
godwits, 60 Lapwing, four 
greenshanks, two spotted 
redshanks, four green 
sandpipers, seven Little egrets, 
and seven Little grebes, one each 
of ruff and snipe and eight 
swallows.  Three days later four 
green sandpipers were in 
addition to singles of whimbrel 
and wood sandpiper. next day 
there were six green sandpipers 
in addition to 20-plus Common 
redshanks, two spotted 
redshanks, 16 Curlew, eight 
greenshanks, 50-plus Lapwings, 

three ruff and an interesting 
record of a Bar-tailed godwit.

wat Tyler on this date held at 
least 12 Little grebes, eight 
Little egrets, a Kingfisher, 53 
Lapwings, four green sandpipers 
and two water rails.  a large 
number of swallows graced the 
skies above while at least six 
Migrant hawker dragonflies 
buzzed and darted around the 
scrub at the end of the fleet.

a pectoral sandpiper was 
reported from wat Tyler on the 
23rd; waders at Vange on the 26th 
included three Little stints, six 
ruff, five green sandpipers, four 
spotted redshanks, two ringed 
plovers and a wood sandpiper.

next day the tally here 
comprised nine Little egrets, two 
garganey, peregrine, Kestrel, six 
spotted redshanks, six little 
ringed plovers, five snipe, 31 
Black-tailed godwits, ten green 
sandpipers, ten greenshanks, 
three Little stints, a wood 
sandpiper, 31 wigeon, water 
rail, Kingfisher, three Yellow 
wagtails, a grey wagtail, Lesser 
whitethroat and two willow 
warblers.  a Black swan 
appeared on the 29th, when 16 
ruff were counted.

The end on the month at wat 
Tyler brought a Marsh Harrier 
and ten sand Martins on the 
28th, while a peregrine, two 
Hobbies and a Kingfisher were 
seen on the 29th.

september
southbound swallows started 
the month at wat Tyler, with 50 
on the 2nd and at least 100 on 
the 4th. The former count was in 
addition to peregrine and  
Barn Owl; the latter was also 
seen on the latter date, joined  
by Kestrel, water rail, snipe, 
three Black-tailed godwits  
and a Common sandpiper.  
small birds included Bearded  
tits and lingering reed warbler  
and Chiffchaff.

larger numbers of waders 
recorded at Vange Marsh on the 
4th comprised 200-plus 
Lapwings, 30-plus Common 
redshank, 15 Black-tailed 
godwits, eight Curlew, six ruff, Cuckoo (daVid halE)
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four Little ringed plovers, four 
green sandpipers, six Common 
sandpipers and four snipe.  also 
here were a Marsh Harrier, 13 
Mute swans, a Black swan and 
12 Little egrets.

Two red Crested pochards 
turned up at wat Tyler on the 6th, 
with two Marsh Harriers also 
seen. This last named species plus 
Bearded tits were reported 
regularly throughout the middle 
part of the month.

a glossy ibis on the 12th may 
have been the bird from last year. 
it was showing very well on the 
19th, feeding along the edge of 
the incoming tide in Timbermans 
creek. Joining it on this date were 
four Black-tailed godwits, 
10-plus Common redshank, a 
Common sandpiper, peregrine, 
Common Buzzard, sparrowhawk 
and Kestrel. reed warblers could 
still be seen from the hide. 
Migrant hawker and common 
darter dragonflies abounded.

at Vange on this date were four 
Little stints, four Little ringed 
plovers, ten ruff, two spotted 
redshanks and six each of green 
sandpiper and snipe.  a mixed 
flock of 100 swallows and sand 
Martins had gathered here too.

counts on the 21st at Vange 
revealed 18 gadwall, 106 teal, 
32 shoveler, a garganey, eight 
ringed plover, two Little stints, 
a dunlin, nine ruff, 16 snipe,  
21 Black-tailed godwits, two 

Curlews, four Common 
redshanks, two green 
sandpipers, a wood sandpiper 
and a subsequently well watched 
wilsons phalarope. The glossy 
ibis made this quite an exotic 
occasion while five Yellow-
legged gulls and 25 sand 
Martins were more typical.

The wilsons phalarope was 
present all week and still showing 
well on the 25th; the supporting 
cast on this date comprised a 
Little stint, five ringed plover, 
six snipe, 40 Black-tailed 
godwits, two ruff, 100-plus 
Lapwings, Marsh Harrier, 
juvenile peregrine, sparrowhawk, 
25-plus swallows and 50 
goldfinches.  a wood sandpiper 
was present again on the 24th.

Two Marsh Harriers were again 
regular at wat Tyler on the last 
days on the month.

October
Three Marsh Harriers on the 2nd 
included an immature male.  at 
least two water rails called and 
additional records included 15 
Lapwings and four Bearded tits.

Common Buzzard and 
peregrine featured on the 3rd, 
with peregrine seen again next 
day; other birds of prey comprised 
sparrowhawk, three Kestrels and 
three Marsh Harriers. waders 
included at least six snipe, 
ten-plus Black-tailed godwits, 
40 Lapwings, six-plus Common 
redshanks and two Curlews. 

other species noted were two 
water rails, 50 Mallard, 11 
gadwall, ten-plus Little grebes 
and two grey wagtails. 

dragonflies were still on the 
wing: a male southern hawker 
patrolled in front of the hide; a 
Migrant hawker appeared here 
later with many more around the 
park, joined by many common 
darters. holly Blue and speckled 
wood butterflies could also still 
be seen.

on the 6th 33 Lapwings and  
25 snipe were counted and the 
glossy ibis made another 
appearance. This was regularly 
recorded until the month’s end.

Two days later a Common 
Crane dropped in late in the 
afternoon. This was still present 
the following day and showed 
well for a hide-full of appreciative 
viewers before heading away 
eastwards. other records on the 
9th comprised three Marsh 
Harriers once again, two 
Kestrels, peregrine, at least five 
water rails, four Black-tailed 
godwits, 35 Lapwings, two 
Bearded tits and a Kingfisher. 
 a Common Buzzard was seen  
on the 18th.

Birds noted from Vange Marsh 
on the 10th comprised 100 teal, 
50 shoveler, 100 Lapwing, 200 
Black-tailed godwits, eight 
snipe, five ruffs, eight Curlew, 
nine spotted redshank, two 
green sandpipers and a Little 
stint.  also here were 500 
starlings and a grey wagtail.

forty-plus Black-tailed 
godwits were counted on the 
23rd when other records included 
at least four water rails, two 
grey wagtails and a Kingfisher. 

wildfowl on the 29th included 
12 each of wigeon and teal, six 
shoveler and four pintails.  also 
here were three Little egrets,  
two Bearded tits and a Kestrel.

Back at wat Tyler, two 
Blackcaps and 12 goldcrests 
showed on the 12th, with another 
Blackcap on the 31st when a 
short-eared Owl was seen, 
heading for Bowers Marsh; the 
scrape held 12 Black-tailed 
godwits, ten snipe and a 
spotted redshank.glossy ibis (daVid cornwall)
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1 all images must have been taken between 1st January 
and 31st december 2016 and depict wild birds which are 
not in any way restrained, within the boundaries of the 
Essex county, and including Metropolitan Essex, covered 
by the Essex Birdwatching society

2 These may be digital images or scans of colour 
transparencies. colour transparencies and prints are noT 
permitted. Entries will be judged not only on technical 
excellence, but also on originality, scientific interest, 
aesthetic appeal and artistic composition.

3 a maximum of 3 entries allowed per person. 
4 Two age ranges. 1 – adults and  2 – under 18s 
5 Photographs must not have been submitted for 

publication elsewhere, although images previously 
posted on websites are acceptable.

6 The photographs in the final shortlist may be used at the 
discretion of the judges and editor for publication in 
Essex Birding and/or Essex Bird report, including the 
Essex Birdwatching society calendar and future 
competitions. By entering images for this competition, 
entrants agree to these terms. copyright of images 
remains with the photographer and use subsequent to 
publication in the above publications is unrestricted.

7 a brief account must accompany each photograph, 
giving the circumstances in which it was obtained, the 
method used, technical details (exposure and shutter 
speed, iso rating, make and model of lens and camera 
body etc.), locality, date and photographer’s name, 
address and email.

8 images with minor adjustments are acceptable. 
Manipulation of images shall be restricted as follows:
–  use of levels and curves and other tools to adjust 

contrast, brightness, exposure and colour saturation, 
and for minor cleaning work to remove dust spots.

–  images can be sharpened and noise removed. cloning 
is forbidden.

The rules of the 2016 Birdathon are as follows:

1 The Birdathon will officially run between 1–7 october 2016.
2 Entries are open to teams of two to five people 
3 a bird species cannot be claimed as seen or heard if it was not verified by at least two members of the team.
4 only birds on the Bou British list can be counted.
4 non-indigenous species cannot be claimed.
5 no domestic or exotic pet bird may be counted.
6 The use of playback and lamping of birds is prohibited.
7 Teams will only be able to claim birds which are seen or heard within the defined boundaries (see map of Essex p175 EBr 2012)
8  Please adhere to local bylaws when accessing farmland & footpaths.
9  Permission must be obtained from landowner to enter any private property.
10   all county or national rarities will be verified by the organisers and recorded on appropriate forms.
11 The organisers express the right to review any sightings.
12 all sightings must be recorded on official forms and submitted for counting no later than Midnight on 9 october 2016
13  Entry fee - £5.00 per adult, under 18 £2.50, and children under 8 are free
14 There is a non-refundable deposit of £10.00; this should be sent to s collins, 37 springham drive, colchester, co4 5fn cheques 

payable to Essex Birdwatching society.
16  winners will hold the new EBws trophy for a year and have their team name and species count added.

please contact steve Collins on essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com or 07733 003048 (after 7pm)  
for entry and recording form.

–  images may be cropped to enhance their aesthetic 
appeal and artistic composition.  adding content is 
expressly forbidden.

–  Entries shall be in JPEg format, at 300 dpi and at least 
2600 pixels along the longest side, and saved once at 
level 12. images that are over-cropped to the extent 
that the quality is compromised, making them 
unsuitable for publication, will not be accepted.

–  details of all image manipulation, together with a 
note of the software used, shall also be submitted, 
together with the original raw or JPEg file from the 
camera.

–  Manipulation that in any way changes the ‘science’ of 
the picture (for example, even minor changes to 
feather detail) is expressly forbidden.

–  all entries are accepted only on the above 
conditions.

9 The 1st prize in each age range is a cash award of £100 
plus a year’s membership of the Essex Birdwatching 
society, 2nd prize is £50 plus a year’s membership of the 
Essex Birdwatching society. 

10 The closing date for entries to the 2016 competition is 
15th January 2017.

11 Entries should be submitted by email to essexbirdwatch-
ingsociety@gmail.com or on cd to steve collins at 37 
springham drive, colchester, co4 5fn

12 Please ensure that you include both a postal address and 
an e-mail address with your entry.

13 The competition is free to enter.
14 The judges’ decision is final.
15 results will be announced at the 2017 agM.

The winning entries will be featured in the 2017 
summer issue of Essex Birding (issue 130) and exhibited 
on our stands throughout the year.

eBws photography Competition (see page 9)
The rules of the 2016 competition are as follows:

eBws Birdathon (see page 9)
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snow Bunting (liz huxlEy)
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