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Editorial
Lesley Collinsn
I would like to start this issue with a big thank you to
Chris Poole for providing the front cover, this is the
first time that Steve and I have seen some of Chris’s
work. We are so lucky to have some wonderful artists
in the county. If you would like us to showcase your
artwork in a future issue please do let us know.
So, what do we have instore for you this issue.
‘Ken’s Chronicles’ have been wonderful to read, but
sadly we lost Ken Hoy in January. We are extremely
grateful to his nephew, Rob, for finding the time to
source Ken’s last chronicles so that we could print
them as a final tribute to him.
Our Vice-chairman, Steve Collins, has taken on the
role as Proposal Manager of requests to EBS for help
with funding for any project relating to bird
conservation in Essex. All that is needed is a proposal
to be sent in with details of the project, what they
themselves are intending to put towards their goal,
and how much they are requesting EBS to fund.
Once funding has been approved by the committee
we will ask for an article that we can publish in Essex
Birding so that you, as members, know exactly where
your subscriptions and donations are going to. All
requests for consideration should be sent FAO Steve
Collins at essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com. The
girls that attend Sally’s nature club at Southend High
School for Girls were really pleased with the cheque
from EBS and one of them has sent in a few words of
thanks. We also have a further update from North
Thames Gull Group, and an update on some Swift
nest box installations in the county.
We would love to be able to print articles regarding
Essex birds in every issue, so please do let us know
what you would like to see, and if you have anything

you would like us to publish. Ed Keeble produced an
article on flagged Knot for Suffolk and subsequently
asked if we would like one for Essex, so of course we
said yes please!
We have just had a short break in Norfolk, staying
in a lovely cottage in Briston, and having days out
birding in different directions. The weather was
against us – extremely hot!! Neither us, nor the
birds liking it too much, but still the break from
work was much needed, and we did manage to top
100 birds seen in the time. One thing we did enjoy
was watching (and listening to) a party of Swifts
flying around every morning and evening from our
cottage window, unfortunately for me the Swifts
are too fast, so below are a few ‘still’ shots! Please
keep sending your birding trip write-ups to us, we
really do enjoy reading them and our wish list of
places to visit just keeps growing!! In this issue we
have the first part of Mark and Marilyn’s trip to
Texas, along with John and Diana’s trip to New
Zealand and also Andrew Cox has written about his
visit to the New Forest.
We also feature a couple of future field trip
venues – Hickling Broad (5th November) and Blue
House Farm (3rd December) if would like to join us
on either of these trips please contact Gerry on
01245 356633 or email essexbirdwatchingsociety@
gmail.com
And lastly, thank you for everyone that entered
our photography competition. Unfortunately, we
cannot print all the entries, but the winning photos,
kindly judged by Derek Howes, can be seen on
pages 16/17 and a few more entries are printed on
the back cover.

From left to right: Hobby; Litle and Common Tern; Bittern and Stonechat (Lesley Collins)
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Chairman’s Watchpoint
 Gerry Johnsonn
Congratulations to joint Editors Lesley & Stephen
Collins for Issue 130, summer/autumn, of Essex
Birding. It is packed with so much information,
interesting articles, artwork and reports of what has
been happening in Essex and the activities by the
Society.
Also, congratulations to Editor Graham Smith and
the ‘Team’ of sub-Editors, proof-readers, the Senior
Recorder and observers that have provided data in
order to produce the ‘Essex Bird Report’ 2014, which
now includes much more colour.
Following a short period in hospital it is with
sadness that I report the death of Senior Recorder Les
Steward in January 2017. Les held the position of
Recorder between 1994 and 2000, and again from
2008, became Senior Recorder in 2010 until standing
down in 2016 due to illness. Les contributed so much
to the Society, especially on the recording side and
will be missed considerably. Mick Tracey has kindly
taken up the position of Senior Recorder, but
assistance with the amount of data received is
required, which will also reduce the time to produce
the Report.
I am very pleased to report that the Society will
be holding another conservation conference at
the Northumberland Theatre of Writtle College on
Saturday 17th March 2018. The conference will be
entitled Coastal and Marshland Birds of Essex.
Speakers are being engaged on various subjects
to entertain and inform members and guests
throughout the day. For further information and
how to purchase tickets will appear on the website
and in the next issue of ‘Essex Birding’, or can be
obtained from the Secretary by e-mailing
essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com
As many will know the previous name of the Society
was ‘The Essex Birdwatching and Preservation
Society’. While the Society has primarily been, and
always will be, a recording body from which the
‘Report’ is produced, we also engage in conservation/
preservation issues. In the past, the Society has
supported Turtle Dove feeding plots; Kestrel nest
boxes; Black-tailed Godwit monitoring as well as the
ringing and recording work undertaken by the North
Thames Gull Group. More recently we have also been
involved in Swift conservation in the form of
encouraging the installation of Swift nest boxes on
buildings around the County. Currently we have been
relatively successful due to the excellent efforts of
John Smart, who joined the Executive Committee as
an Assistant at the Annual General Meeting in March.
But we still need to expand this important initiative
right across Essex with more farmers, landowners and
the public such that there are more artificial Swift
4

nesting facilities available to compensate the natural
nesting sites, that have been lost due to modernising
and renovating of buildings with plastic soffits and
fascias. If you can put up a couple of Swift nest
boxes or know of a potential building where they
might be fitted please contact the Society by
e-mailing essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com
such that we can work together with the site.
The Society will be relaunching a totally ‘new’
reconfigured website soon, it will have additional
user friendly information and it will be much easier
to submit your sightings. Thanks to Andrew Ducat
who has undertaken and completed the design work
with many additional sections produced by Steve
Grimwade & Emma Robinson, a select number of
‘testers’ have been selected to use the new website,
and once this final stage has been completed
successfully, then notification on the existing
website will be made and we trust that you will
appreciate everything that it offers.
Unfortunately, Dominique and Paul Considine
stood down at the Annual General Meeting in March
for personal reasons. We thank Dominique and Paul
for editing and getting the e-mail ‘Newsletter’ up
and running. It has been a great success and is being
published monthly to anyone that have supplied
their e-mail address. If you would like to receive the
‘Newsletter’ please provide us with your e-mail
details and leave the rest to us. The position of Editor
has temporary been undertaken by Emma
Robinson, but a permanent Editor must be found as
Emma will be increasing activities with the new
website. There are a number of other vacancies on
the Executive Committee that need to be filled if the
Society is to function to its full potential! A Publicity
Officer, Recorders, an Events Coordinator, Indoor
Meetings Organiser and the Newsletter Editor to
name a couple, plus most importantly we are still
looking for a new Editor(s) of the Essex Bird Report.
Finally, Treasurer Anthony Harbott has given notice
that he will be standing down in March 2018 after
22 years of holding this most important position
looking after Society funds. The Society is unable
to operate without this position being filled so all
interested members should contact the Secretary by
e-mailing essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com for
information about any of these positions.
The Society’s 2017-18 Programme of Indoor
Meetings and Field Trip Meetings is enclosed. These
meetings have been very successful during 2016-17
and we trust that you will see something to interest
you and look forward to meeting members and
guest in the near future. In the mean time enjoy the
remainder of your birding during 2017.

Margaret’s Musings
Margaret Mitchell, EBwS President n
After the latest terrorist attacks, I mused on places
where something like them might have happened.
Top of my list is the Yemen where a friend and I
joined a small group in 1998 thinking ourselves
quite safe. Even then, how wrong we were! Half way
through the trip we drove in convoy down the
escarpment to the historic area of Marib on the edge
of the Empty Quarter. While we were birding we
were watched over by a young man who looked
about 14. He was armed, and was very vigilant. Our
drivers told us ‘If he shouts, take cover at once,’ –
but he didn’t, though in Old Marib he ordered us
back into the vehicles in a hurry.
Why weren’t we worried? Before we left we were
told that kidnapping foreigners was common but
that this was a way that local people used to extort
promises from the government – schools, roads,
health clinics – and that the worst that would
happen to us would be a dramatic increase in weight
from the over-feeding we should receive as
honoured guests! What we did not know was that
there were Al Qaeda encampments only a few

kilometres away in the Empty Quarter.
We should have been warned; our first morning
after arriving in Sana’a we visited a cirque of cliffs
hoping for raptors. To our surprise about 50 men and
boys were dancing in a wide circle. ‘Wedding,’
explained one of our drivers. Suddenly they stopped
and raising their weapons let off a volley. ‘Blank
cartridges?’ I asked. But when they did so again we
noticed chips of rock dislodged from the cliff face.
Eventually they processed diagonally up the cliff and
disappeared. Needless to say, there were no raptors.
When queuing to wash our hands before a meal we
became quite used to looking down the barrels of
guns casually slung from the shoulders of the men in
front, and in almost every market we were offered a
wide variety of lethal weapons – rocket launchers,
AK47s and the heavy, curved jambiyas (daggers)
worn by all males over the age of 10. Oddly enough,
we were not tempted.
It was a good trip: I saw my first Crab Plover, a
very-much-wanted bird on the shore of the Red Sea.
The people were friendly, and I am really sorry that
the country has been plunged into civil war: sorry,
but not surprised – they have so much to be fighting
for and so much to be fighting with.

Hints & Tips
Mark Bridgesn
Multiply the use of your hanging feeders
Many hanging bird feeders have a threaded socket in
their base to enable them to screw on to a pole. This
socket can also be used to hang another feeder
below by the use of this simple attachment.
All that is required is a wine bottle cork and a 1/2”
cup hook (or similar).
The photos should explain, but all you have to do is
to insert the tapered end of the cork into the socket,
once started, ‘screw’ the cork in clockwise until it is
tight (the cork will take on the form of the screw
thread). Then screw the cup hook into the centre of

the cork and you instantly have a link by which to
hang on another feeder.
The assembly can easily be removed if no longer
required by unscrewing the cork anti-clockwise.
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A Spring birding tour of Texas
Mark Bridgesn
We had heard a lot about the spring bird migration
in the USA so when an April trip came up with
Speyside Wildlife, Marilyn and I thought that it was
time to experience it for ourselves.
After a long flight from Heathrow to Houston our
group of 12 plus 2 leaders, Roy Atkins and Darren
Rees, loaded up the minibuses and headed for our
first destination, Rockport on the coast of the Gulf
of Mexico. The journey took about 4 hours (including
a stop for dinner) and, despite not really birding, we
did log quite a good list including Turkey Vulture,
Red-tailed Hawk, Mourning, Collared and
White-winged Dove, Loggerhead Shrike, Greattailed Grackle and Cattle Egret.
By the time we arrived at our hotel in Rockport we
were all pretty tired and pleased to just settle into
our rooms for a good rest as we wanted to be up
early next morning!
Most of us were awake early on day 2 and met up
at 6am (midday at home!) for a pre-breakfast walk
in the area around the hotel. We started at a small
pond and scrubby area ticking off Mourning Dove,
Northern Mockingbird and Black-bellied Whistling
Ducks while Laughing Gulls drifted lazily overhead.
Continuing on along the streets we noted Barn and
Tree Swallows passing through whilst the gardens
produced Eastern Kingbird, Ladder-backed
Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal, Brown Thrasher
and a very nice Black-crested Titmouse. Strolling
back towards the hotel we were still adding to our
list, notably Bronzed Cowbird, a lovely Rubythroated Hummingbird and now Brown Pelicans,
Great Egrets and Great Blue Herons flying above
us, what a start! After breakfast, we headed to Goose
Island State Park where several small feeding
stations had been set up. These turned out to be a
kind of standard design, being a clearing in the scrub
with a few feeders and a water drip, in fact
everything a bird could ask for. The first feeding

station that we arrived at even had rudimentary
wooden benches for us to sit and watch from. At first
things were a bit quiet apart from lots of House
Sparrows with a few Collared and Mourning Doves.
Some new birds started to arrive, tiny Inca Doves,
female Red-winged Blackbirds and a Lincoln’s
Sparrow all busily feeding on the ground. With the
day heating up we were rather enjoying just sitting
in the shade and taking in the view and watching
Purple Martins and Tree Swallows above us. Then
someone called ‘Nashville Warbler’ which gave
reasonable views as it flitted around in the bushes, it
was joined by a Brown Thrasher, then a stunning
Indigo Bunting closely followed by Spotted
Towhees an Orange-crowned Warbler and male
and female Northern Cardinals. They all stayed
around allowing us to relax while getting to grips
with their various features. Suddenly we had more
new birds before us, Chipping Sparrow, White-eyed
and Red-eyed Vireo appeared whilst Buff-bellied
and Black-chinned Hummingbirds zoomed in and
out. We hardly noticed that a Tennessee Warbler
and White-throated Sparrow had snuck in from
below the scrub, then more movement in the bushes
signalled the arrival of Black & White Warbler
– what a spot! We reluctantly moved on to another
feeding station, this time without benches. Not to
worry some friendly campers were pitched nearby
and produced deck chairs! Here we enjoyed views of
more Northern Cardinals, Brown Thrasher and
Buff-bellied Hummingbird. More Doves were
feeding on the ground including another new one in
the form of White-winged Dove. It was now
lunchtime and as we said our thanks and farewells a
Carolina Wren hopped out to provide a great finale.
Following lunch, we headed for the quayside as we
were booked on an afternoon boat trip through
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Heading out
towards the various islands we passed Brown

Most Texas feeding stations follow the pattern of a clearing
in the scrub, a water drip and feeders (Mark Bridges)

The view from the tower at Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge with Mexico in the distance (Mark Bridges)
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Pelicans and Double-crested Cormorants adorning
the wooden bollards then as we reached open water
a small pod of Bottlenose Dolphins joined us for a
while. We very soon arrived at the first of the islands
and were rather overwhelmed by the sheer number
and variety of birds. Royal, Sandwich, Caspian and
Gull-billed Terns were feeding around the shore
along with a few Black Skimmers. Great Blue
Herons, Reddish, Great and Snowy Egrets were
hunting in the creeks while a good variety of
shorebirds scuttled around them including
Dowitchers, Turnstones, Western Sandpipers,
Black-bellied Plovers, American Oystercatchers
and Willets. Moving onwards we had fine views of a
pair of White-tailed Hawks and a Crested Caracara
flew in disturbing a couple of Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers. Forster’s Tern and Seaside Sparrows
were nice additions to our list but they were soon
overshadowed by the target birds of the boat trip
– Whooping Cranes. We were fairly close to eight of
these very rare birds that over-winter at Aransas. We
are told that conservation efforts have lifted the
numbers from a handful to around 300. We felt
extremely lucky to have had such good views and
left the birds to continue feeding in peace. Our
journey back to the harbour took us through and
around a number of scattered islands and more open
water, new birds being added to the list as we went;
Redheads, Osprey, Least Tern, Lesser Scaup,
Franklin’s and Ring-billed Gulls, Common Loons,
Red-breasted Mergansers, Tricolored Heron,
Black-crowned Night Heron, Neotropical
Cormorants and a superb flock of Roseate
Spoonbills. To finish off our days birding we headed
back towards Rockport, taking in Connie Nagar
Sanctuary and a beach front area. Lots of Black
Skimmers were present and it was great to watch
them fishing. In addition to these there were
numerous terns and Brown Pelicans and along the
shore were Tricolored Herons, Reddish Egrets,
Willets, Least Sandpipers, Black-bellied Plovers,
Shoveler and a small flock of Blue-winged Teal. We
ended our day at a local restaurant for dinner and a
run down the checklist, this took quite a time as we
had seen a lot of birds today!
Next day we loaded up the mini buses after
breakfast as we were moving on, our first point of
call being Mustang Island. More Laughing Gulls,
Royal and Sandwich Terns were noted on the
crossing and the sighting of another pod of
Bottlenose Dolphins was very welcome. It wasn’t
long before we arrived at the coast for a look out
over the Gulf. Apart from an Eared Grebe there was
little on the sea but the shoreline was busy with
Double-crested Cormorants, Brown Pelicans,
Sanderlings, Willetts, a solitary Common Tern and
several Royal and Sandwich Terns displaying. Gulls
were also in evidence namely, Laughing, Ring-billed
and Herring. Just as we were leaving a Merlin shot
by and a mixed flock of Blue Herons, Cattle and
Snowy Egrets gave us a fly-past. Next stop was a

Rare Whooping Cranes at Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge (Mark Bridges)

shallow lagoon which held a large number of
shorebirds, the most numerous were a sizeable flock
of striking American Avocet, superficially similar to
‘ours’ their rusty coloured heads certainly set them
apart. As with all large groups of waders it takes time
to sift through them all (especially when they are
unfamiliar), eventually, in addition to the Avocets,
our list contained Stilt, Semipalmated and Western
Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, Lesser and
Greater Yellowlegs, Marbled Godwit and Killdeer.
As well as the shorebirds, we noted Shoveler,
Blue-winged Teal, Mottled Duck, Great White,
Reddish and Snowy Egrets, a Northern Harrier
hunting over the adjacent marsh topped off a fine
list. Dragging ourselves away we headed towards the
end of the island, on the way passing White-tailed
Hawk, Loggerhead Shrike, American Kestrel and
on many fence posts Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. A
quick stop at a small park gave us good views of
Ruby-throated Hummingbird while lots of Barn
Swallows and a small group of Chimney Swifts
passed overhead. After our lunch stop at a nearby
Subway we had a long drive to our hotel in Alamo.
The journey was punctuated by a break at a truck
stop that had some nice shady trees and we were
soon enjoying close views of Brewers Blackbirds,
Hooded Orioles, Couch’s Kingbird, Northern
Cardinal, Ladder-backed Woodpecker and a
Harris’s Hawk. The rest of the journey to our Hotel
was fairly uneventful although we did see Lots of
Turkey Vultures as well as Red-tailed and Coopers
Hawk. We may have seen more had most of us not
been snoozing in the minibus, birding can be tiring!
Upon arrival at our hotel (the Alamo Inn) we were
greeted by the proprietor who seemed strangely
familiar, we soon realised that we had met him
previously as he’s a regular on the Texas stand at the
Birdfair. We didn’t spend long settling in as it would
soon be dark and we were keen to get to the
downtown area before dinner for ‘guaranteed’
Green Parakeets, well we’ve all heard that one
before so you know the outcome! A Peregrine
patrolling the area probably had something to do
with it.
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After an early breakfast next day, we got off to a
good start with Golden-fronted Woodpecker in the
palms above us as we were about to board the
minibuses. Our first stop today was the Santa Ana
National Wildlife Refuge for a hawk watch from a
tower viewpoint. This is an area of forest near the Rio
Grande where hawks that are migrating north roost
overnight. Once the thermals get going the birds lift
off and continue their journey, which is what we
were hoping would happen this morning. The tower
was about a 10-minute walk from the car park and
in that short time we had seen Hooded and
Altamira Oriole, Bronzed Cowbird, Goldenfronted Woodpecker, Couch’s Kingbird, Whitewinged Dove, Northern Cardinal, Kiskadee,
Brown-crested Flycatcher, Long-billed Thrasher,
Green Jay and Olive Sparrow. There was a real din
coming from all around in the undergrowth,
courtesy of Plain Chachalacas, a couple of which
did show themselves. The view from the top of the
tower at about 5 storeys high and just above the
tree canopy was amazing and gave us our first sight
of Mexico in the distance. Things were a bit quiet but
soon a few Couch’s Kingbirds flew by followed by
White-faced Ibis, Brown-crested Flycatcher,
Northern Mockingbird, Brown-headed Cowbird
and a superb Scarlet Tanager that perched close by.
Careful scanning of the treetops started to reveal
roosting raptors, lots of Turkey Vultures plus
Swainson’s Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Gray
Hawk and Harris’s Hawk.
It wasn’t until 9am that things started happening,
the Turkey Vultures leading the way with lots of
small groups taking to the air and flying right past us
at eye level. After a short lull, they were followed by
a few Swainson’s Hawks, Northern Harrier and
Osprey. Then came a whole range of Hawks
including Broad-winged, Coopers, Sharp-Shinned
and Red-shouldered. Things were rounded off nicely
with a pair of White-tailed Kite followed by a pair
superb Swallow-tailed Kites. We slowly made our

Roseate Spoonbills at Smith Oaks reserve (Mark Bridges)
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way back towards the visitor centre through a
scrubby area that concealed some ponds and boggy
areas. The first pool was productive with Yellowbreasted Chat and Clay-coloured Thrush on its
margins, Least Grebe, Cinnamon Teal, Gadwall and
Blue-winged Teal on the water and along the edges,
Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper and
Short-billed Dowitcher. Moving on to the next pool
we added Tropical Parula and Yellow-rumped
Warbler along the trail. The next pool was muddier
and again held a lot of birds. Here we logged more of
the species from the first pool and added Pectoral
Sandpiper, American Wigeon, Ruddy Duck,
Shoveler, White-faced Ibis, Spotted Sandpiper,
Great Egret and a fly-over Black-crowned Night
Heron. In addition to the birds we had our first
reptiles of the trip with both Gulf Coast Ribbon
Snake and Diamond-back Water Snake noted in the
pools. Rather pleased with our morning we headed
towards the picnic site for lunch but first dropped
into the visitor centre for a look around. The centre
was strangely reminiscent of the old one at
Abberton except it was very hot and the entrance
was dominated by a large glass case containing a
stuffed Bobcat which everyone seemed compelled
to admire. The temperature was now soaring so after
lunch we spent the afternoon relaxing at the hotel
as we were due to go out again later.
After an early dinner, we set off for Bentsen State
Park for an evening walk to an oxbow lake. We had
only just started when we saw a movement ahead
and everyone instinctively froze (as birders do), this
was no bird but a real live Bobcat that walked across
the road, pounced on something in the grass and
spent a good while eating it, allowing us an amazing
view. It gave us the occasional glance, obviously
aware of our presence but not bothered and after
about ten minutes the cat just sloped away. Very
pleased with ourselves we finally made our way to
the oxbow lake. Our arrival coincided with lots of
Turkey Vultures and Broad-winged Hawks flying in
to roost. Scanning the edge of
the lake we found two fabulous
Kingfishers, firstly a nice Belted
and then a Ringed which looked
enormous compared to ‘ours’.
Several species of Heron and
Egrets then arrived to roost in
the trees joined by a strange
shaped bird that was difficult to
make out at first as it moved
around in the branches,
eventually revealing itself to a
very reptilian looking Anhinga.
By now the light was fading fast
so we started to make our way
back to the minibus, we noted a
few Nighthawks flying over and
then heard the call of an Eastern
Screech Owl which after a bit of
searching gave good views by

torchlight, a nice way to round off a great evening.
After another early breakfast, for our fifth day we
headed eastwards to the coast. The road took us
through dry, scrubby habitat and it wasn’t long before
a raptor was spotted on a pylon so we just had to
stop. Once the ‘scopes were out we found it to be a
very nice Aplomado Falcon. After admiring the bird
for while we scanned further and found even more;
Caracara and Chihuahuan Raven on the pylons and
in the scrub, Curve-billed Thrasher, Eastern
Meadowlark and Cassin’s Sparrow. Two Long-billed
Curlews flew overhead and in the distance, was a
large flock of American White Pelicans wheeling
around. Continuing onwards we made further stops
for White-tailed Kite and Lark Sparrow before
arriving at Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge.
A brief look around the area beside the visitor centre
gave us Great-tailed Grackle, Red-winged Blackbird,
Bronzed and Brown-headed Cowbird, White-tipped
Dove, Green Jay and Altamira Oriole. A drive around
the main lake produced a large flock of American
Coot, Ruddy Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Cattle Egret
and Little Blue Heron. We also had to pause for a
Mexican Ground Squirrel along the track.
Lunch was taken at the visitor centre picnic area
where there were lots of butterflies flitting around as
well as Common Ground Dove, Green Jay, Buffbellied Hummingbird and Indigo Bunting.
Our afternoon started at South Padre Island and
stroll around the boardwalks. There were lots of birds
here including all the Shore birds, Ducks, Herons,
Egrets, Terns and Gulls. It was good to watch Black
Skimmers ‘skimming’ and a Sora Rail emerged from
some reeds which allowed good views. We also had
our first large reptile sighting as several Alligators
were spotted half submerged in the pools. To finish off
our visit and ending the day, we moved into a more
wooded area and spent some time near a feeding
station area which after a quiet start produced
Orchard Oriole, Red-eyed and White-eyed Vireo,
Wilson’s, Tennessee and Kentucky Warbler, Indigo
Bunting, Savannah Sparrow and lurking deep in the
vegetation a Pyrrhuloxia.
Day 6 starts with an early breakfast and we then set
off for Quinta Mazatlán another location for Green
Parakeets. Our arrival was greeted by a nice flock of
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers and the noisy calls of
Chachalacas. Lots of House Sparrows were around
the feeders and briefly in the bushes were an Olive
Sparrow and Bullock’s Oriole. Finally, after a bit of
searching we found our quarry, two very nice Green
Parakeets feeding in the trees. The rest of the
morning was spent at Estero Llano Grande State Park,
which was an area of wetland and woodland. We
found the now familiar mix of Shore birds and Ducks
as well as a couple of reptile species – Texas Spiny
Lizard and Gulf Coast Ribbon Snake. We also had great
views of Purple Martins that were using man-made
nest boxes. We had been given a tip-off that there
was an area in the woodland used as roosting site for
Common Pauraques. As with all Nightjar species they

are very hard to spot but after careful searching we
found one only a few metres ahead of us in the leaf
litter which was so well camouflaged that some
people could only see it in the telescope. Lunch was
taken back at the Alamo Inn before loading the
minibuses and embarking on the long drive to our
next hotel in Zapata. We made a couple of stops on
the way, the first being Roma Bluffs, an observation
platform overlooking the Rio Grande which wasn’t
as grand as we were expecting! Apart from looking
across to Mexico we noted Black Phoebe, Inca Dove,
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Northern Rough-winged
Swallow and a large flock of Cave Swallows under a
bridge into Mexico. Our second stop was an area
beside the river where we had good views of Osprey,
Tropical and Western Kingbird, Swainson’s and
Harris Hawk, Lark and Vesper Sparrows. We also
enjoyed views of White-Tailed Deer and a large
group of Elk as we made our way for a late evening
arrival at our hotel.
Our seventh day has another early start as we
wanted to explore the local area before moving on
to our next hotel in the hills. We started with a slow
drive through a fairly scrubby habitat, noting
Crested Caracara, Black-bellied Whistling Duck,
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Western Kingbird and
Swainson’s, Harris, Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned
Hawks. As we moved through a more wooded area
we added some new birds to our list; Cactus Wren,
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Black-throated Sparrow,
Bewick’s Wren and a flock of Cedar Waxwings. Our
final major stop on the Rio Grande was appropriately
at El Rio which was beside a tree-lined area of the
river. Most obvious here were several Ospreys and
nesting Bank Swallows. It was a very windy day
which made finding smaller birds a bit more difficult
but after carefully scanning the trees we found,
House Finch, Lesser Goldfinch, Red-winged
Blackbird, Hooded, Altamira and Audubon’s
Oriole, Golden-fronted Woodpecker and Claycoloured Thrush. A large flock of American White
Pelicans circled overhead whilst a Muscovy Duck
and Green Heron flew down river. To finish off we
had great views of a perched Green Kingfisher a
nice way to finish!
We had another long drive ahead so reluctantly set
off but hadn’t got too far before two different stops
were made, the fist for a fleeting glimpse of a
Roadrunner and the second for interrogation by the
border patrol. It didn’t take the officer too long to
work out that we weren’t a problem and were soon
on our way to our lunch stop at San Ignacio where
we enjoyed views of more Osprey, Green Heron
and a lovely male Yellow-breasted Chat. Finally
leaving the Rio Grande we made our way up the
southwestern side of Texas to Neal’s Lodges near
Concan, the hills cloaked in Juniper and Oak
providing a striking change of scenery to the
previous areas. A nice meal and comfortable cabins
being very welcome after a long day.
End of Part 1
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News, Information & Correspondence
4th Essex Conservation Conference

Coastal and Marshland Birds of Essex
Writtle College, Northumberland Lecture Theatre
Lordship Lane, Writtle, CM1 3RR

Saturday 17th March 2018
To book your place e-mail essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com
or call Lesley Collins on 07515 338999
For further information and a full list of speakers visit the website www.ebws.org.uk
£20.00 including light lunch and refreshments during the full day event
(Accompanied juniors under 16 £5.00)
All proceeds will go towards Bird Conservation projects in Essex

Fingringhoe Wick Conference, January 2017

Field Trip Compliments
We would just like to thank you both for your efforts
on the trip yesterday. We both thoroughly enjoyed
the outing, and it was very successful for us, with
Goshawk being at the top of our ‘wanted’ list. We
would never have found or identified Wood Larks or
Firecrests either, without your help, so 3 new
species for us.

You’ve got a 100% success rate for our ‘most
wanted’ species, as Great Northern Diver was top,
until the Old Hall Marshes trip.
Ann and Tony Gales
Thank you and everyone at EBWS for such an
amazing day yesterday I really enjoyed it. I had
some new birds to add to my list (Crossbill,
Brambling and the Wood Lark) but what really
stood out were the Crossbills drinking from the
pond. They were absolutely magnificent what a first
sight for a new bird!
I really enjoyed meeting everyone and all of you
were so kind to me thank you. Santon Downham
was really good and it was probably one of the best
places I have ever been to see birds. Lynford
Arboretum was also very good and it was so pretty I
can’t count the number of different trees there were
there! I particularly enjoyed the posing wagtail. it
was a shame about a Hawfinch which I would have
liked to see but I saw one last year in the Duero
valley in Spain so it’s not as bad but I still would’ve
liked to see one.
Thank you so much for such a great day and I hope
to see you again soon.
Nico Devereaux

Editors’ apologies
The editors would like to offer our sincere apologies for not noticing the incorrect credits on the contents page for
issue 129 as below. We did email apologies as soon as these errors were found.
• Daylight calling was credited to Paul Brayshaw and not Jeff Martin
• An incredible day of passage past Frinton was credited to John Wright and not Paul Brayshaw
• Amwell Nature Reserve was credited to John Wright and not Jenny Sherwen
• Colour-rings from the land of ice was credited to Gerry Johnson and not Graham Appleton
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ENDURANCE ED.
AWARD WINNING OPTICS.

LITTLE EGRET
Holiday Apartment
Milford on Sea
Hampshire

Little Egret is ideally situated in centre of village
with private parking and is a 5 min walk to the sea
{1 bedroom apt — accommodates 2/3 guests }
WOODLAND WALKS, COASTAL PATHS, LOCAL NATURE RESERVES

Throughout the year we enjoy all the variety of
water birds—both visiting and resident !
The specialised habitat of the saltwater lagoons and marshes
here support many plants and animals also

Find us on our website :
www.littleegretmilfordonsea.co.uk
or contact us by phone : 01590 644050
e-mail : pamela_hutchings@hotmail.com

ENDURANCE ED 8×42
ED | FMC | BAK-4 | PC | Waterproof

AWARDED CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 2017

ESTONIA

ICELAND

CORNWALL

ISLES OF SCILLY

ISLE OF MULL

Great Value Birdwatching Breaks

THE CAMARGUE

GREECE

CUMBRIA

DORSET

EBRO DELTA

YORKSHIRE

EXTREMADURA

SPANISH
PYRENEES
THE FARNES
FINLAND

Over 10 years of

01206 210662
info@swallowbirding.co.uk
leading
quality birding tours!
www.swallowbirding.co.uk

PLUS DAY TRIPS
& BOAT TRIPS

01206 210662
info@swallowbirding.co.uk
www.swallowbirding.co.uk

Good Value - Good Fun - Good Birds
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Obituary

Ken Hoy (‘Mr Epping Forest’)
The Hoys were an old established Woodford family
dating back to the time when it was a small village,
and Ken spent all his early life there. Considering his
later life as a teacher it is all the more remarkable
that he did not get on well at school. He spent all his
spare time walking in the Forest and learning about
its natural history, especially the birds. In the early
1940s he joined a group of like-minded people
working together, as the local branch of the London
Natural History Society, to study the Cuckoo Pits
area of the Forest. Despite his young age he had
become recognised as the number one ornithologist
in the area. He has recently re-written to popular
acclaim some of his many field notes from this time
for the Essex Birdwatching Society.
He was fortunate to be too young to be called up
until later in the Second World War but in due course
became a gunner with Bomber Command.
Returning to work after the War, he was lucky
enough to be allowed to attend lectures of his
choice at the LSE. This together with what he
learned from his great love of reading began to
develop the intellect that the formal education
systems had singularly failed with. Nevertheless this
encouraged him to go to College where he qualified
as a teacher.
He taught for nine years at Whitehall School in
Chingford before getting a job at Jubilee Retreat
teaching Walthamstow children
about the natural history of his
beloved Forest. He started on 1st
January 1963 and was not put off
by the ‘big freeze’ that lasted until
after Easter. Not long after
Walthamstow joined with Leyton
and Chingford to become LB
Waltham Forest, it was offered
the former Suntrap Maternity
Home. The decision was taken to
transfer the service from Jubilee
Retreat to form Suntrap Forest
Education Centre and it opened in
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1967 with Ken as Headteacher.
Over succeeding years Ken was supported to
expand the facility with improvements to the
building and additional staff. He was given the
freedom to develop his philosophy of using the
natural environment of the Forest as a teaching
resource for achieving the broader educational aims
of the primary school rather than just for nature
study as an end in itself. He became a noted figure
nationally in field studies education. It was
characteristic of him that when he was awarded an
MBE for this work, he was loath to accept it because
he felt his staff were equally worthy. He was also
made a Freeman of the City of London.
In 1969 he was one of the founder members of the
Friends and soon became Chairman, a role he was to
maintain for nearly 40 years. Over that time he
played an active part in all aspects of their work,
developing close relationships with successive
Superintendents but willing to challenge them
where appropriate.
Outside his work at Suntrap he continued to
develop his educational role writing numerous books
about natural history and the Forest and education
articles about field studies out of doors. He also led
walks and taught adult education classes. His
Getting to Know Epping Forest will undoubtedly be
a standard reference for many years to come. Ken’s
charm and a natural gift as a
teacher have meant that he will
be remembered by all who met
him and many thought of him as
simply ‘Mr Epping Forest’. After
the sad early death of his wife,
Joan, his children, grandchildren
and other family members
became even more important
him and he cherished the time he
spent with them.
Kenneth Edward Hoy
11.6.1924 – 28.1.2017

Ken’s Chronicles
Ken Hoyn

No.3: 1941
The ‘Blitz’, as it has been called, lasted many months
and destroyed a lot of central London. Thousands
were killed or injured and a great deal changed, but
much of the City’s daily life continued somehow.
Travelling was chaotic. Even those living in the outer
suburbs, such as Woodford and Chingford, if they
were commuters found their travel to work
sometimes doubled in time as they might have to
leave one bus, clamber through the rubble of
buildings collapsed across the road, to connect with
another bus on the other side. Inner London was
badly damaged and, although in many ways its
natural history eventually changed, developed and
softened the scars that would all come later.
Everyone found their ‘sleeping arrangements’ were
affected, if you had an Anderson shelter you slept
outside in the garden. Or indoors if you had a
‘Morrison’ shelter - a very strong steel cage you
could also use as a table. You were advised that ‘the
cupboard-under-the-stairs’ was also a reasonably
safe place. I slept in the latter. My parents slept in a
Morrison shelter (my sister was evacuated).
We soon became ‘adjusted’ to the strange life. As a
rash sixteen-year old I found it all unreal and rather
‘exciting’! I went out at night with the Air-Raid
Warden who lived across the road; mainly we were
putting out incendiary bombs with pails full of sand.
However, there were many long quiet periods when
nothing happened and you could hear the ‘contact’
calls of birds. It was the ‘se-eep’ call of the Redwing
that I heard first and most often. During October
and November this was obviously seasonal
migration and at other times it was perhaps more a
directly weather related movement. Redwing calling
was most common, but the clattering chatter of

Fieldfare sometimes accompanied them. Most
thrilling were the occasions when you heard waders
calling. I think I recognised the clear piping of Golden
Plover and certainly I could not mistake the Curlew’s
“curlee curlee” or once, the “titterell-titterell” call of
its smaller relative the Whimbrel. The Common
Sandpiper seemed distinctive and I also heard what I
thought was the “kleep” calls of Oystercatchers.
Most, I must admit, I could not identify, but on still
quiet moonlight nights, they were clear beautiful
sounds.
Air Raids were quite regular every night during the
winter of 1940/41 and on into the following
months, but there were few at all during daylight
hours. It is not possible to know whether bird
behaviour or movement was affected in any way by
the air raids.
Bird recorders and records were affected and so were
L.N.H. Society field trips (several cancelled), Officers
and active members were called-up and recording
suffered. Records were a reflection of the
distribution of available and active observers still
able to send in consistent records, rather than
meaningful information about the birds. Looking
back at my own records, for a while they seemed to
be much more irregular.
In addition to the Scandavian thrushes, other winter
visitors arrived, but they were far less common or
noticeable than Redwing and Fieldfare. Although
some were regular visitors they were worthy of
particular note and worth cycling quite a distance to
see. Species such as Lesser Redpolls, Siskins or a Grey
Wagtail. These were all unusual, and thus quite
exciting winter visitors. Alder trees provided the best
chance of seeing the two small finches. In those
days, although winter visitors, they were not visitors
to garden feeders as they are today. Plentiful birch

Oystercatcher (John Cox)
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seed and the twittering flight calls of the Redpolls
were also the clues to find not only Redpolls but the
rarer Siskins that often accompanied them.
However, Alder Trees were always the easiest way to
find Siskins, who were greatly attracted to the seed
- often with Goldfinches:
4th January: 1941 Highams Park Lake: I saw two
Siskins feeding with a flock of Goldfinches on the
alder trees but the light was very poor. Goldfinches
were again present on the 12th and 19th but there
were no Siskins, although this is a well known
favourite spot. Single Grey Wagtails might
sometimes frequent a favourite stretch of the Ching
Brook but only as a winter visitor. I did not see one
today although I searched the Ching Brook.
Rooks in January were already beginning to frequent
their well established colony at Woodford (steam!)
Railway Station where the rookery appears to have
25 active nests already. This is an indication of the
still rural and agricultural nature of the area. It also
seems strange today that in the 1940’s it was
possible to record Grey Partridges on Chingford Plain
and also make observations such as the following: 5th January: I saw five Pheasants feeding on
hawthorn berries in Fairmead Thicket near
Connaught Water. This was not necessarily because
of the cold weather as cock Pheasants are
frequently calling there in the undisturbed
woodland throughout the spring and early
summer, no doubt breeding there. However today
an exceptionally large flock of Woodpigeons in the
same area was perhaps, related to the cold
weather. I believe they were feeding on acorns as
they were always ‘working’ through the leaves
under oak trees. Very large numbers always appear
with bad weather”.
9th January; Highams Park Lake: “Again there were
no Siskins with the flock of 20 Goldfinches here
today. Also, I saw no Bramblings although Alan has
seen a few recently in the Bury Wood”.
Bramblings were more numerous in the 1940’s than
they are today. They usually accompanied flocks of
Chaffinches feeding under beeches and hornbeams.
In the Forest this was particularly noticeable in
Grey Wagtail (DD)
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February and March where they seemed to gather
before they moved back to Scandinavia and
northern Europe. Large (three figure) flocks of
Chaffinches could sometimes contain up to 25%
male and female Bramblings. However there were
‘good’ years and ‘bad’ years that were probably more
directly related to continental weather or food
fluctuations.
Golden Plover were sometimes to be seen in small
winter flocks on ploughed fields, but frozen ground
would soon drive them further south or westward
- just as Lapwing are always forced to leave before
conditions are frozen. Lapwing however were then a
common breeding bird. The numbers of several
winter visitors often fluctuated with continental
weather conditions as they do today, but the total
numbers involved were much greater then.
It was the summer visiting song birds that provided
the most startling differences between the 1940’s
and today. Now of course there are vastly smaller
numbers or even a complete absence of some birds.
In open woodland habitats, a Willow Warbler could
be heard singing every one or two hundred metres
and it would be possible to hear three or four at the
same time.
The loss of Willow Warblers song in spring is one of
the most striking losses. This is especially so in the
last decade. Back during the 1940’s a two or three
hour’s walk in the mixed woodland of the central or
northern parts of the Forest I would expect to find
the following species included with regularity on my
list every time; - Nightingale, Redstart, Blackcap,
Garden Warbler, both the Whitethroats, Tree Pipit,
Red-backed Shrike. Of the resident species listed
besides the two common tits there would invariably
be Marsh & Coal Tits, Nuthatches, and a Treecreeper
or two. On a fine day in May or June I would expect a
total list of 35 to 45 species (including the more
common birds -Tits, Finches and probably all three
Woodpeckers.)

23rd May; Today, during two very heavy thunder
storms, the thunder and lightning seemed to cause
several birds to react by singing loudly: for instance,
all the following were singing: Blackbird, Mistle
Thrush, Nightingale, Great and Blue Tits and a
Willow Warbler. Thinking about this, I realise how
much I depended on song and seasonal territorial
calls to identify and if necessary, locate birds in
woodland habitats – using my ears far more than
eyes!
On Sundays at this time of year (June) I would aim
to meet Alan soon after sun rise (we were then ‘out’
for 6–7 hrs.) Everywhere in the early morning seems
almost magical ... really, there is no other time is like
it!
15th June: Although the dawn chorus is decreasing,
the first bird singing today - high above as usual, a
Skylark at 3.45am. (It is light sooner up there!) This
was followed by a Robin, a Song Thrush and then a
Blackbird within 20 minutes - and soon afterwards
all the rest.
Perhaps it is unbelievable now, but on such a
morning walk in May or early June in the 1940s I
would have expected to hear between 15-20
separate Nightingales singing in the thickets of the
central areas of the Forest.
The numerous (Yes, numerous!) Nightingales that
used to sing in the Forest … no longer return.
Earlier in 1941 (although not mentioned in my
notebook), I had somehow saved enough from my
meagre earnings to purchase the first four volumes
of the new Handbook of British Birds (without my
parent’s knowledge). I had paid for all five volumes,
thus in September 1941 I went to Witherby’s in High
Holborn, in my lunch-hour to proudly collect the
newly published Volume five - what a ‘step-up’ from
the Observers book! How quickly one develops in
those vital teenage years.
The books were 5/- for the complete set of five and
thus nearly sacred to me and why, perhaps, I still
have them preserved in their dust-jackets…
although well-used.

Chronicle No.4: 1942
12th May: Several pairs of Tree Sparrows are
nesting in the pollard oaks around Dannett
Hill – They seem to often
nest in loose colonies as
several are also nesting
together in the elms
along the Sewardstone
Road
I did not walk around in public
places openly carrying
binoculars. Children would
hiss “spy” at you when
they saw your binoculars,
when walking along a

road I usually hid them inside my coat.
One day I was ‘arrested’ by soldiers whilst bird
watching with binoculars in the Lea Valley near the
King George Reservoir. When taken to see a Lt.
Colonel I explained (again) what I was doing. I think
he was in command of the several ‘ack-ack’ units
defending factories in the Valley. He eventually
reassured me by saying he knew something about
birds and that he had been Snipe shooting the
previous day; did I know where he might find some
Woodcock? We became quite friendly and careful!
He became friendly and I became careful! Finally, I
received a friendly goodbye.

End Piece
In the decade before the 1914-18 War my father
had been a locally famous sprinter, member of the
Woodford Green Athletic Association and, as a
football player, captain of the London and then
Essex County Football Teams. Just imagine! Now he
had a son who didn’t play football but watched
birds. I must admit he did not say much about it.
However, I persuaded both him and my mother to
accompany me to Fairmead Bottom in the Forest
early on a Sunday morning in late May.
After we had heard several Nightingales singing
along the Red Path, near Connaught Water, I told
them about ‘the Butcher Bird’, the Red-backed
Shrike, and why it was so named. I showed them a
pair who had a nest full of young nestlings, and then
took them to see the male’s larder of various dead
prey spiked on a small hawthorn bush. We watched
the male catch another passing large bumble bee.
On Almshouse Plain we saw a Tree Pipit. I explained
what would happen if I disturbed him from his post
on top of a great oak. I said they should then watch
as he would fly up and, when high above us, would
begin a long, slow ‘parachuting’ glide, whilst singing,
to the top of another tree. As he approached the tree
he would change his song to a slow and sweet
“see-eer–see-eer–see-eer “ending with a “chip-chipchip” as he landed on top of the second tree.
I slowly walked towards the bird. He obediently
flew up high, singing, and then began the long
gliding descent to the top of the other oak, perfectly
on cue ...and exactly as predicted, to
say they were impressed is an
understatement but I know
they were beginning to
understand the
fascination of all they had
seen during that hour or so
(and while most people were
still in bed) …it had
made a great
difference!

Redpoll (DD)
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Photography competition
Our first photography competition ran from 1st
January to 31st December 2016. There were two age
groups – under 18’s and Adults. 1st prize in each
group was a cash award of £100 2nd prize £50 plus a
year’s membership of the Essex Birdwatching
Society for both.
We would like to thank everyone who submitted
photos for this competition, the entries were

anonymised before being judged by Derek Howes.
Congratulations to David Cornwell (1st & a highly
commended) and Simon Cox (2nd) and also Peter
Clayton (highly commended) – quote from Derek “It
was a pleasure to be asked to be the judge for this
competition and although there were not a large
number of entries there were some lovely images
which made the judging challenging”

Winner
David Cornwell Great Crested Grebe family feeding chick.
‘I felt the photographer captured a special moment and handled the
exposure and final composition very well.’

Hi Lesley,
Many thanks for passing this surprising and pleasant information on to me. I heard I had won after
Gerry telephoned and spoke to my wife while I was out bird watching this morning! I am
particularly pleased as it is part of a Society that I am proud to belong to and as an amateur, as
you know, I am always happy for my images to be distributed freely, so this is a nice reward.
Dave Cornwell
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2nd Place
Simon Cox
Bar-tailed Godwit
‘A beautiful
portrait with
lovely soft
lighting which
was handled
well in the
exposure and
the final crop
allowed just
enough of the
environment
into the image.’

Highly Commended

David Cornwell
Short Eared Owl

Peter Clayton
Blue Tit

‘The photographer has thought a lot about the
composition “in camera” and created a
wonderful urban environmental image. The
exposure has been handled very well especially
as the sky is a large part of the image.’

‘The photographer has produced a
lovely portrait of the Blue Tit which to
many will have the aah factor and
there is such good feather definition
and the colours appear true.’
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Experiences with flagged Knot in Essex
Ed Keeblen
Introduction
Essex holds internationally important numbers of
wintering Knot, with numbers climbing in recent
decades to around 50,000 at their current peak. The
reasons behind this increase are not fully understood,
but one factor may be that milder winters are
encouraging Knot to stay on our estuaries, rather than
moving further south or west.
Knot have been intensively studied over many years
and there are thousands of flagged birds in circulation
in north-west Europe, so you might think that
researchers would be swamped by reports of flagged
birds from the flocks which winter here. But they
receive relatively few reports in winter. A moment’s
reflection explains why this might be the casewintering Knot are typically seen way out on the mud
in closely packed feeding flocks, or huddled together
on the roost with flags hidden. Whilst there is no
denying that Knot seem to spend a lot of time on the
horizon, our estuaries do offer opportunities to pick
out and read flagged birds on rising and falling tides.
You need to get within a few hundred metres of the
Knot to read the codes and combinations, so
persistence and a degree of cunning is required to
connect with them- but it can be done!
Over the last three winters I have put a significant
effort into reading Knot flags on the River Stour and I
am sure that other sites in the County would yield
valuable results, if observers were inspired to
concentrate on them. I know, from recent experience,
how much records of flagged Knots are appreciated; if
more could be reported, we could contribute to a
better understanding of the movements and
dynamics of the north-west Europe population (as
well as learning more about local Knot traffic within
our own County).
Which population do our Knot come from?
Our wintering birds are from the subspecies which
breeds in Greenland and north-east Canada. Knot are
breeding birds of the high Arctic and they do not
breed in Iceland (despite the subspecific name
“islandica”) or in Scandinavia.
The islandica population is thought to be increasing
or stable, estimated at 450,000 in 2009, so our
subspecies represents an increasingly substantial
proportion of the global Knot population. Other
populations are threatened or endangered (such as
rufa in North America and rogersi and piersmai on the
East Asian- Australasian flyway) and there is no room
for complacency about islandica. It cannot be
assumed that the population will continue to hold
steady in the face of threats including climate change,
habitat loss and disturbance.
The County is also visited by birds which breed in
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Siberia and migrate on a great circle down to West
Africa (subspecies canutus), but these are migrants
and almost unknown in the British Isles in winter.
They pass through in relatively small numbers in
spring and autumn, accounting for the small groups
of breeding-plumaged birds which occasionally
illuminate a May day here.
What are the movements of our Knot?
Our Knot do not arrive in numbers on our estuaries
until November and so the first question is where
they spend the autumn. The two main moulting
areas for islandica Knot are the Wash and the
Waddensee, the latter being a very extensive stretch
of mudflats along the coasts of The Netherlands,
Germany and Denmark. The Wash and the
Waddensee are only 300km from each other, a short
flight for a Knot, and it is likely that our birds arrive
with us from one or both of these major sites.
Over the last three seasons our flock of circa
10,000 Knot on the Stour has included up to 40
birds which have been flagged in autumn or early
winter on the Waddensee, so the connection
between our birds and the Waddensee flock is very
evident. Based on this and informal information as
to the density of flagged Knots on the Waddensee
(i.e. number of flagged birds per 100), my current
working estimate is that at least half and perhaps
three-quarters of our Knot come over from the
Waddensee in late autumn- but this is very much
work in progress. The balance of our Knot on the
Stour may come from the large autumn moulting
flock on the Wash, but there is not currently any
active flagging scheme for Knot moulting there and
so they do not show up as marked individuals on the
Stour.
Once our birds have arrived on the river in
November, some stay until late February or early
March. But it seems that a proportion move on and
it seems likely that these circulate more widely in
Essex or south-east England. One Waddenseeflagged bird was seen on the Stour in November
2015 and was re-sighted at Leigh-on-Sea in January
2016, which confirms that some birds move on, but
we do not know much about their movements once
they have first been seen on the Stour. It is even
possible that some move much further and join the
flocks in the north-west of England, but we don't yet
have any records of that. Indications in the season
2016/17 are that there may also be a late-season
influx of returning Knot on the Stour, much as
happens with Black-tailed Godwit.
On departure from here in March, it is very likely
that many or most of our birds cross to the
Waddensee to moult into breeding plumage. About

It makes sense for waders to use familiar sites; they
know where to feed, where to roost, and what
predators to watch out for and so on. By contrast, if
they have to find and use sites which are new to
them, they may be at a significant disadvantage. This
has important conservation implications when
considering development proposals and habitat loss,
as it cannot be assumed that waders will be able to
relocate to alternative sites (if there are any)
without negative impacts.
70% of the total population of islandica Knot
gathers there in spring and use it as the launchpad
for migration, even including wintering birds from
the north-west coast of England. A striking
demonstration of birds returning to the Waddensee
was provided by flagged bird LMN (above), which
spent at least two winters on the Stour, but was
found (or more correctly its legs were found!) taken
by a Peregrine on the Waddensee in February, 2016.

Site fidelity
Re-sightings on the Stour have demonstrated a very
high level of site-fidelity at what is (in relative
terms!) a small and narrow stretch of habitat. In the
most recent season, the proportion of birds flagged
in north Norway or Iceland having previous Stour
history was over 90 per cent. But we do not know
how far these birds which faithfully visit the Stour
spend the whole winter here, or whether they rove
more widely during the winter and have other sites
which they also regularly use.

Spring migration
The islandica Knot leave the Waddensee in May for
north-east Canada and Greenland. They have two
established routes back to their breeding grounds in
spring, with the majority travelling via Iceland, but
with a proportion travelling up to the extreme tip of
north Norway and then departing from there. The
jury is still out on how these alternative routes have
developed and why individuals might choose one or
the other- one possibility is a trade-off between
feeding opportunities on migration and distances
travelled. For reasons currently unknown, the
number of birds using the Norway route is sharply
reducing and there is evidence from flagged birds for
individuals changing strategy and route-switching
to Iceland.
Knot veteran Jim Wilson has been studying Knot
movements on the two routes for some years and
almost 60 birds flagged on his expeditions have been
detected in our wintering flock on the Stour over the
last three seasons, at a density of 1:350 to 1:400.

Flock of Knot (Jan van de Kam)
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I have been lucky enough to be able to follow the
Knot up to North Norway as part of his team in the
last two springs and it has provided some
memorable experiences. It is hard to think of
anything more evocative than standing out in the
middle of Porsanger Fjord at the very top of north
Norway in the last few days of May as the flocks
stop feeding and start calling, before spiralling up
over the mountains and away north-west towards
the North Pole. A particular delight from my
perspective is to find “our” Stour birds up there and
pride of place must go to Knot PYP, which I have
seen on the Stour and then 2,500 miles away in the
Arctic two seasons in a row- and it is back on the
Stour this season (2016/17). The reverse is also
gratifying- I was very happy to find Knot A8 running
about behind the Manningtree Co-op this winter,
having released it with its brand-new flag on
Porsanger Fjord the previous spring.

What to look for
There are two types of flag combination to look out
for.
• A yellow flag on the tibia (above the “knee”) with
two or three engraved numbers or letters comes
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from the study of spring migrants through
Iceland and north Norway. The Iceland birds also
have a yellow ring on the unflagged tibia (subject
to a few exceptions!) and the north Norway birds
also have a red ring on the unflagged tibia. But
the all-important thing is to record which leg the
flag is on and to get the code, which hopefully
will become easier as since spring 2016 the
scheme has moved from a three-letter regime to
more user-friendly two letter/digit combinations.
Examples from this scheme are shown below and
sightings are very welcome. They should go to
jimwils@frisurf.no .
• A flag without numbers or letters and
accompanied by four colour-rings is likely to
come from the Waddensee. Most flags will be
black (“N” for niger, in colour-ringers' parlance),
but lime, green, red and yellow flags are possible
in decreasing order of probability. The allimportant thing is to get the colour and position
of the flag- whether it is above the “knee”; or
below the 'knee” and above, between or below
the two-colour rings on that leg. Plus, you need
the colours of the rings and you need to record
which leg they are on- easier said than done in a
busy flock on a muddy river, but a nice challenge!
An example is shown below and sightings should
go to job.ten.horn@nioz.nl .
These Waddensee combinations are noted by
recording the flag position first (N4 in the example
below, as the flag is in the 4th of the 8 possible
positions starting top left at 1 and ending bottom
right at 8). Then the four colour rings are noted
addressing left leg first, top to bottom, and then
right leg top to bottom. So, putting that all together,
the bird is N4RGRY.
Other flag combinations are possible, but much
scarcer here. There has been an islandica Knot on the
Stour in the last three seasons bearing a white flag
given to it by Canadian researchers at Alert on
Ellesmere Island in Canada, the most northerly land
in the world and only about 500 miles from the
North Pole.
For a combination which does not tally with the
above, the next port of call is the online database of

wader ringing schemes (link below), but there is a
very high chance that a flagged Knot will be from
one of the above schemes and in my experience
problems in finding a home for bird are more likely
to result from misreads, muddled legs and/or worn
or lost flags. http://www.waderstudygroup.org/
projects/colour-marking/describing-combinations/
My experience on the Stour is that it is much easier
to find and read flags on the falling and rising tide
than when birds are on the roost, as when roosting
the birds tuck themselves into bumpy and vegetated
saltings. But if birds are roosting on beaches or
shellbanks, some progress with flags can be made
there too, especially if birds walk rather than fly to
and from the roost.

Conditions may affect which flags are readable.
Waddensee flags are all but unreadable when Knot
are feeding in very deep mud or in the water, and
Iceland or north Norway flags are only readable at
distances of (say) one hundred metres or closer, plus
some of the engraved letters are worn away on older
birds and you have to get closer to nail them. A
telescope is essential and it is very useful to have a
digiscoped still image or video, even if of poor
quality, to confirm codes and work out what is on
which leg.

Thanks
I am very conscious of being no more than an
enthusiastic amateur in this field and should record
my thanks to busy researchers, in particular Jim
Wilson and Job ten Horn, who have been
exceptionally patient and generous in sharing their
knowledge and experience. Errors are of course my
own.
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SHSG Nature Club
Holly Mephamn
At Southend High School for Girls there are a wide
variety of clubs, but the most adventurous and
educational by far has to be Nature Club.
Nature Club, led by Mrs Brierley offers 11-13 year
olds countless opportunities to learn more about
the great variety of wildlife around us.
The activities I have taken part in during three
years of being a member, and two of assisting, have
definitely been memorable. A favourite of every year
7 has to be worm charming. We test the PH of the
soil, stamp on the mud and play music to create
vibrations.
We have also made bird and hedgehog boxes,
some of which are now down the nature trail at the
bottom of the field, perfect to discover more about
the expanse of nature found in our school and
beyond.

A big thank you to Essex Birdwatching Society for
the Kestrel box which will hopefully house the local
Kestrel in years to come.
Nature Club is also very grateful for the generous
donation, with which we have purchased plants and
equipment for the school vegetable garden.
Editor note: SHSG Nature Club has also made a
number of Tit nest boxes which have been put up in
various locations throughout Essex. If you know of a
suitable location then please contact us at
essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com. The Nature
Club also now take an active role in the EBS
conservation conferences.
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Indoor Meetings
6th January 2017n

Hong Kong & Taiwan
By Gerry Johnson
Graham Ekins has travelled to many parts of the
world and tonight shared with us many of the
species that can be seen in Honk Kong and Taiwan. It
was pleasing to see so many regular faces together
with new ones at the Meeting, which was well
attended.
The presentation opened with many of the birds
that can be seen in Hong Kong passing through on
route to Japan and Russia. During a week in the
parks, wetlands, mountains and reserves found in
the ‘New Territories’, between Kowloon and
mainland China, Graham saw 141 species, 20 of
which were lifers. The second half of the talk took us
to Taiwan where 209 species were seen, with 51
lifers! It was clear that we were in for another
‘special’ talk.
The first image was of Amur Wagtail, with 4-5,000
km to go to get to its breeding grounds; Collared
Crow with its white collar and huge bill; Chinese
Bulbul, Red-whiskered Bulbul, Black-collared
Starling, Crested Mynah and Asian Koel with its red
eye, still with 2,000 km to the interior of China
where it breeds.
‘TaI Po Kau Nature Reserve’ is a place of lush
vegetation, once allotments and small holdings, now
excellent habitat for birds. Species shown from here
included Cinereous Tit, Black-throated Laughing
Thrush, and Silver-Garea Mesia with its bright
yellow plumage and the unexpected Velvet-fronted
Nuthatch.

White-whiskered Laughing Thrush (graham ekins)
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Moving on to ‘Tsung Sai Yuen River’ Brown-breasted
Flycatcher, Japanese White-eye and Mountain
Water Stork which preys on Gunter’s Frogs, were
shown.
‘Long Valley’, another area of redundant allotments,
now wet fields and fishing ponds, close to the old
boarder with mainland China was portrayed. Birding
here was best early during the morning or late
evening. The photograph of a Chinese Pond Heron
was stunning. We were also treated to Eastern Yellow
Wagtail which breeds in Siberia; Eastern White
Wagtail, which can be seen in parts of Alaska and
Oriental Greenfinch which is becoming rare due to
trapping in China for food. Other species seen were
White Cheeked Starling, Great Painted Snipe,
Black-winged Stilt and Long-toed Stilt which can
also be seen in Australia!
An interesting location visited was ‘Mai Po Fairview
Park’, which had a floating path leading to floating
hides to view the vast number of waders in the
shallow lagoon. (Not sure how you would feel in the
hide when the water becomes rough) Asiatic
Dowitcher, Curlew Sandpiper, Far Eastern Curlew,
Red-necked Stint, Lesser Sandpiper, Greater
Sandpiper, Kentish Plover, Black-faced Spoonbill,
Black-tailed Gull and Brown-headed Gull were all
seen and shown along with another twenty plus
species.
When departing Hong Kong airport for Taiwan,
Graham was identified and pulled out of the line! Due
to catching the sun during his week stay and having a
red face, the authorities were checking that Graham
did not have a high temperature and/or an infection of
some sort. Fortunately, thermometer probes in each
ear proved everything was ‘normal’, so he was able to
travel on to Taiwan rather than spending seven-days in
quarantine in Hong Kong.
The ‘Chiang Kai-shek Memorial’ area is good for birds
and the people were very friendly. A small selection of
the species shown included Malayan Night Heron,
Grey Treepie, Taiwan Barbet and Red Turtle Dove.
It was then on to ‘Taipei Tropical Gardens’ in the
north of the Island, which was again an excellent
habitat. Taiwan Sibia, Sacred Ibis, Oriental Turtle
Dove, Oriental Magpie, Brown Shrike, Brownheaded Thrush, Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
and Eastern Spot-billed Duck all featured.
We then moved on to central Taiwan and
‘Dasyueshan National Forest & Centre’. It was
impossible to recall all the species shown, but they
included Spotted Nuthatch, the timid and elusive
Taiwan Barwing peeping out from behind a branch,
male and female White-whiskered Laughing Thrush,
Yellow-bellied Bush Warbler, Collard Bush Robin, the
very tiny and tailless Taiwan Wren Babbler, Chinese
Coal Tit, White-tailed Robin, the forest dwelling
Taiwan Hill Partridge, Taiwan Bamboo Partridge,

Swinhoe’s Pheasant and the stunningly beautiful
Mikado Pheasant which were attracted to a specific
place beside the road with seed scattered by
photographers such that the images could be taken
in the best light.
Continuing south to ‘Dongshi Valley’ where male
Siberian Ruby Throat, with its beautiful song,
Steere’s Liocichia and Taiwan Hwamei were seen.
Amongst a deep gorge Asia House Martin,
Silver-backed Needletail, Brown Dipper, Little
Folktail and Taiwan Whistling Thrush helped to
make up the 209 species seen in Taiwan.
Unfortunately at the ‘Wulin Pass Nature Park’ the
weather was misty, but Graham still managed to
find good birds – Alpine Accentor, Grey-headed
Bullfinch, Chestnut-bellied Tit and Chinese Tawny
Owl was a mega species to find.
The final two places visited were ‘Aogu’ on the East
coast where Pacific Golden Plover, Taiwan Blue

6th February 2017n

Wild Scotland
By Pete Dwyer
Another good sized audience
had gathered to welcome
Duncan Macdonald, tour leader
for Speyside Wildlife. Our
numbers had been augmented
with some of Duncan’s
‘followers’ who had heard he was
visiting Chelmsford. I was
personally looking forward to learn from this lecture
having visited parts of Scotland including Speyside
on two previous ‘holiday’ visits.
We were treated to superb images accompanied
by a very knowledgeable narration from Duncan.
Setting the scene of the astonishing contrasts of the
Scottish landscapes, mountains mirrored in large
lochs and the tops of mountains still smothered
with snow in the middle of May this was Wild
Scotland. Duncan took us through the seasons
highlighting various species of birds and mammals
that call these sometimes raw and seemingly
inhospitable wild landscapes home.
Ancient Caledonian Pine forests particularly
Abernethy have resident Scottish Crossbills and the
dainty Crested Tit, not forgetting the cheeky Red
Squirrel. We were invited to experience the early
morning Capercaillie lek and close encounters with
Black Grouse. We could not forget the successful
story of the iconic Osprey. Merlin, Peregrine and
Hen Harrier hunt the open moorland they share
precariously with Red Grouse and Golden Plover.
Adult male Red Deer boldly standing their ground
highlighted against the moorland skyline. Moorland
Lochs hold Red-throated Diver and Slavonian

Magpie and the eastern race of Black-tailed Godwit
mingled the Redshank, Greenshank and Marsh
Sandpiper. At ‘Huben’ species on route to and from
the Philippines were seen – Ryukyu Scops Owl and
Taiwan Whistling Green-Pigeon. A specific target
species took over 2½ hours to find and only stayed
around for a few seconds, but Graham managed a
great photograph of a Fairy Pitta.
Many of the species shown were endemic and if
you blinked for a second you would have missed
some of the fantastic photographs shown, coupled
with such an informed commentary covering sex, age
and plumage details of the species. We had been
treated to another wonderful presentation to get our
New Year off to a great start. Like so many of the
audience, I cannot wait for another of Graham’s talks
from somewhere around the world when we invite
him back again as part of the 2017-2018 programme.

Grebe resplendent in summer
plumage such a contrast to the
winter plumage usually seen
here in Essex. Remote Glens
have nesting Golden Eagles.
The Highlands of Scotland
hold some of the country’s
most spectacular species and
the Cairngorms have their very
own from the small - Snow
Buntings or the very large
- Golden Eagle. The arctic
tundra plateau of the
Cairngorms is unique in the UK
and from mid May we would be
able to see Dotterel. After breeding the female (the
more colourful of the species) leaves the male to
incubate the eggs. Flying to Norway to find a mate
there too?
The Ptarmigan, a specialist Cairngorm resident, is
difficult to spot in summer as well as winter, its
plumage blending in so well with the changing
seasons. The Mountain Hare is another species that
benefits from this ability to change its appearance
according to the season.
A trip to the Moray Firth will bring close encounters
with Bottlenose Dolphins and the Black Isle coast for
Long-tailed Duck and Eider. The close ups of Pine
Martens at Speyside Wildlife’s own hide made this a
“must do” on my next visit to Scotland.
The West Coast of Scotland was featured here you
could spot Black-throated Diver and Great
Northern Diver. White-tailed Eagles have a
dramatic presence around the tree-lined lochs and
coastline. Boat trips along this coast provide sightings
of Minke Whale, Manx Shearwater and Black
Guillemot maybe a Great Skua sharing the waters
with Grey and Common Seal plus Harbour Porpoise.
Otters feeding on a visit to Mull are a special sight.
I owe Duncan special thanks and wee dram for this
particular visit to Essex.
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3rd March 2017n

Wildlife of the Falklands
By Gerry Johnson
Having spent a few days in hospital during the
previous week we were indeed fortunate to have
Derek Howes present to deliver this excellent talk!
Derek is a tour leader and photographer, and loves
nothing more than to share his experiences with
others.
Clearly it is not an easy journey to get to the
Falklands, which was via Sao Paulo, Brazil; then
Santiago and Punta Arenas, Chile before arriving at
Mount Pleasant International Airport on East
Falkland. In spite of the remote location with this two
day journey the Falklands attracts many people with
varied interests, including hiking, geology, botany and
photographing wildlife.
Derek’s talk covered five locations across both East
and West Islands, the first being ‘Sea Lion Island’,
which is south-east of East Falkland. If you go to the
Falklands to see and photograph wildlife then you
know that Penguins are going to feature highly
amongst the species seen and we were not
disappointed with the excellent images of Southern
Rockhopper, Magellanic, Gentoo and King Penguins,
some in compromising poses. We even had a chick
starting to break out of the egg, followed by the fluffy
youngest in the colony totally dependent on the
parents. There are no mammal predators on the
Islands, but the large Brown Skuas were always on
the lookout for unguarded young. As were the
intelligent Striated Caracaras (sometimes called the
cleverest bird in the world!). Some of the colonies
were positioned high up on hill sides making it
arduous to get to and from the sea. But for all their
clumsiness on land they excel once in the water and
appeared to love surfing the, often rough, waves.
When emerging from the water Penguins appear to
be bloated. This is because they trap air bubbles in
their plumage in order to travel faster through the
water. This is fortunate as they often get thrown
against the rocks by the raging seas.
Amongst the rocks both Magellanic and Blackish
Oystercatcher were found with Rufous-chested
Dotterel, American Golden Plover and the tiny
Two-banded Plover. The Island is also an important
site for the Imperial King Shag/Cormorant colony.
A stunning looking species with a bright blue eye
(sometimes called Blue-eyed Shag).
Due to the Falklands location, way out in the
southern Atlantic Ocean, they are battered by strong
winds which help to create bleak but stunning
landscape. Southern Elephant Seals find what shelter
they can on small beaches amongst the rocks to give
birth to their young. The young seals then swim in the
protected lagoons close to the shore away from the
patrolling Orca, but if not vigilant Seals fall prey to
Orca in the strong surf. To get some idea of the size of
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these mammals, large male Orcas have a 1.8 m (6 ft)
high dorsal fin and weight up to 5,400 kg (5.4 tonnes).
Bull Elephant Seals weight up to 4,000 kg (4 tonnes)
and can reach 5.8 m (19 ft) in length.
Other species featured on ‘Sea Lion Island’ were
Ruddy-headed Goose, Black-throated Finch,
Yellow-billed Duck, Patagonian Crested Duck, the
very striking Dolphin Gull and beautiful Silvery
Grebe.
We moved closer to East Falkland, to ‘Bleaker Island’
where the large King Cormorant nests in dense
colonies on gentle cliff-top slopes. Wildfowl in this
Island included Great Upland Goose, Kelp Goose,
Silver Teal and the Falklands Flightless Steamer
Duck, which has good markings. Black-necked Swan,
Kelp Gull, White-tufted Grebe and Long-tailed
Meadow Lark, with a bright red breast featured
amongst the photographs. From the images of the
Sea Lions you could clearly see the ‘main’ around
their neck of the males, very like lions in Africa.
Derek’s small party moved across to the west side of
the Falklands, to ‘Carcass Island’, the only island with
any trees. Turkey Vultures were seen but not many,
plus Falklands Grass Wren, Cobb’s Wren, Crested
Caracara and Black-crowned Night Heron fishing.
Due to the remoteness, all places visited were by
small planes, which allowed the opportunity to
photograph the stunning scenery. The next place
visited was ‘Saunders Island’, to the north-west of
West Falkland. More species were located including
the Black-browed Albatross colony, Southern Giant
Petrel, Snowy Sheathbill and King Penguin looking
very elegant and quite hansom with their striking
yellow colour plumage on parts of their head, upper
breast and bills.
The fifth and final site visited was not an Island, but
‘Volunteer Point’, a remote location in the north
where the largest colony of King Penguins can be
found on the Falklands. The evening concluded with
photographs of Baird’s Sandpiper in winter plumage,
Magellanic Snipe which was difficult to see against
the vegetation and pale sand due to the cryptic
plumage.
Many times, Derek told the story that made up the
background of the photographs. It was a very
interesting presentation from this remote, harsh and
desolate part of the world with splendid images
where Derek had worked hard using his skills to
capture the challenging composition often with
superb reflections of Penguins in groups or walking in
a line, plus beautiful complimentary sky and
landscapes.

7th April 2017n

A North-West Year
By Gerry Johnson
Chris Galvin, the Regional Account manager for
‘Opticron’ and a self confessed ‘Scouser’, opened
with an introduction to some of the sites local to
Liverpool. The area has its fair share of marine lakes,
commencing with Fleetwood Marine Lake where a
Ring-necked Duck turned up (At first glance in the
field the bronze colour ‘ring’ round its neck is not
that straight forward to see as it blends in well with
its other plumage). Other rare species that have also
been recorded at this site are American Buffbreasted Pipit and Siberian Chiffchaff.
But Chris did not just focus on rarities, the splendid
images showed Blackbirds eating Firethorn berries
and winter visitors; Redwing, Fieldfare feeding on
Mountain Ash Berries all taken in his 11 x 9 m (35 x
30 ft) Liverpool back garden. Even Waxwings from a
flock of 250 that turned up in October 2004 outside
Liverpool library featured. A specific Waxwing was
ringed in Aberdeen in October, next seen in Liverpool
in January and three days later in Exeter before
moving south to France! The photograph was a
first-year bird, identified by the yellow blotching
under the tail.
Then there was the Bittern on the Larcasteo
Cannel that stayed for 85 days. Exceptional because
the cannel is a busy site used by walkers, people with
prams and dogs, bikers, kayakers and narrow boats
moving along the water in central Lancaster.
The North-West is known for its winter Geese.
70,000 Pink-footed Geese and Bean Geese, but
Chris always checks the flocks for that something
different, which sometimes proves to be the case
with a Greater White-fronted Goose amongst
them and a fine Red-breasted Goose flying with
the Pink-footed.
The next site portrayed was Seaforth Nature
Reserve, in the old Liverpool docks. It has limited
controlled access with just 16 permits and is a very
cold site facing the Irish Sea; know for extreme
temperatures as well as its excellent and rare birds.
We were treated to Goldeneye with their large
orange feet. Chris described the elements of
Goldeneye courtship display before moving on to
Red Grouse on the remote moors. As with most
county listers, it is important to the Cheshire birders
that species are seen in Cheshire. With county
boundaries changing over the years has made this
challenging. Something Essex listers know only too
well with Metropolitan London encroaching further
into Essex over the years.
Chris described the photographing procedure of
Black Grouse at Worlds End. A 3am start as well as
Field Craft is important to obtain stunning results.
Stopping five miles before reaching the lekking site,
get all the camera equipment from the boot into the

car, disconnect the interior light and arrive well before
sun rise is all part of how to obtain images of up to 24
Black Grouse lekking as displayed at this talk.
From a photography point of view Chris likes to
capture action, so we saw Coots scrapping at Sands
Lake, in Formby; Black-tailed Godwit fighting at
Marshside RSPB Reserve, Southport and aggressive
Avocet that now nest in 5-6 places in the NorthWest. Grasshopper Warbler appear at West Bay Golf
Course, White Wagtail at Pennington Flash Country
Park, Leigh, Cuckoo ‘skinning’ a caterpillar and only
eating the skin to avoid the poisonous contents, plus
Yellow and Blue-headed Wagtail although Skylarks
have declined considerably.
Pallas’s Warbler featured and the Booted Warbler
that was found at the Great Orme, Llandudno, North
Wales in 2016, plus Black-necked Grebe in fine
breeding plumage at Moore Nature Reserve, 800
Little Gull at Crosby Marine Lake, Ross’s Gull with its
pink wash breast plumage and red legs at Lytham St
Annes, Laughing Gull in Blackpool, a confiding female
Woodchat Shrike at Marshside, three Bluethroats in
a day at Conwy RSPB Reserve and a Wryneck in a
Tesco’s car park, in Bolton. We even ventured down to
the very end of the Llyn Peninsula, to Bardsey Island
where many Manx Shearwater breed.
It was then back to Seaforth Nature Reserve with
Wilson’s Phalarope amongst Dunlin, a White-tailed
Plover (only the 8th record for the UK) photographed
at just 3-5 metre range! Black Tern, female Roseate
Tern and two Common Terns pair bonding with food
passes.
Leach’s Petrel is probably the specialist species of
the North-West. This species is best seen in late
September or early October at New Brighton in a
storm force 8 gale or greater, coming in from the
north-west at high tide.
Many more species were shown in bright, clear
photographs with informative commentary and a
little humour for good measure, all of which was
appreciated by the audience.
Living in Essex we are familiar with the species
expected to be found in East Anglia, but probably less
knowledgeable about
the delights of the
North-West, unless
you have visited
Leighton Moss RSPB
Reserve and/or
Martin Mere WWT
Reserve. From Chris’s
presentation, we
received an excellent
taste of what can
also be found in
some other, less well
known parts of the
North-West area
throughout the year
and well worth a visit
for a few days to
discover them.
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Programme of 2017/2018
Indoor Meetings
Friday 1st September 2017

Friday 5th January 2018

SPURN BIRD OBSERVATORY

WILDLIFE OF THAILAND	

Nick Whitehouse from Spurn Bird Observatory Trust,
enlightens us about the varied work and unusual bird
species seen at SBO situated at the north end of a 3
mile peninsular projecting into the North Sea and
open to the elements!

Ecologist Graham Ekins shows us some of the
wintering and resident birds of fabulous Thailand,
with its diversity of wildlife and habitats; from the
saltpans south of Bangkok with Eastern Long-billed
Curlews, Malaysian Plovers, Spoon-billed Sandpipers,
Nordmann’s Greenshank and flocks of Great Knot.
West to the vast tropical forests of Kaeng Krachen,
rich in insects, mammals and birds, to coastal Krabi
and the upland forests of Khao Luang. Then north
and the 3 forested mountains of Doi Inthanon, Doi
Lang and Doi Ang Khang with their wealth of
wintering Asian species including 25 warblers,
numerous flycatchers, thrushes plus Himalayan
species. Will two hours be enough?

Friday 6th October 2017

ECUADOR, LAND OF SWORDBILLS AND
STINKBIRDS
Bill Baston show us much about Ecuador, which has
a huge variety of birds, ca. 1600 species, including
toucans, owls, woodpeckers, hummingbirds,
tanagers, chlorophonias, cotingas, plus one of the
largest birds in the world - the Andean Condor. We
will visit the western and eastern slopes of the Andes
as well as the lowland rainforest along the river
Napo.
Friday 3rd November

2017 INVOLVEMENT IN BIRDING FROM THE
YOUNGER GENERATION; VOLUNTARY
CONSERVATION WORK AND BIRDING
AROUND SOUTHEND
Max Hellicar, winner of the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology Young Birders Event 2017 in Ithaca,
New York, USA, gives not 1, not 2, but 3 very
different short talks from a young birders
perspective.
Friday 1st December 2017

IN SEARCH OF FLOWER KISSERS
Dr Michael Leach shows us some of the 300 species,
from the tiny Bee Hummingbird to the giant
Patagonian. Everything about ‘hummers’ is extreme;
their colours, heart rate, fearless aggression and
breathtaking flying abilites. This talk takes a look at
one of the world’s most iconic bird species.

Friday 2nd February 2018

NIGHTJARS, WOODLARKS AND DARTFORD
WARBLERS
Dr Greg Conway, Research Ecologist with the
Terrestrial Ecology Team at the BTO enlightens us
about these special species often seen on Field Trip
Meetings, especially when on heathlands or in the
unique ‘Brecklands’ area of Suffolk and Norfolk.
Friday 2nd March 2018

WILDLIFE OF EASTERN EUROPE (AGM AT
19:30)
‘Swallow Birding’ tour guide Steve Grimwade takes
us on a fantastic journey through Poland, Hungary,
Belarus and Bulgaria showcasing the amazing variety
of birds, butterflies and flowers of this unspoilt
region.
Friday 6th April 2018

KAKAPO - OWL PARROT OF NEW ZEALAND
Ed Keeble introduces us to the endemic Kakapo, one
of the world’s rarest and most extraordinary birds. It
came close to extinction in the latter half of the
20th Century and is currently subject to one of the
most intensive recovery programmes ever
attempted.

All talks start at 20:00 at the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2QL.
Members £3.00, Non-members £4.00 on the door. Refreshments served during the interval. All welcome.
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Field Trip Meetings
Sunday 20th August 2017

Sunday 14th January 2018

RUTLAND 'BIRD FAIR'
(07:00 start)

RAINHAM MARSHES RSPB RESERVE
(RM19 1SZ) (no coach)

The Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre on the
Egleton Reserve at Rutland Water is home of the
annual ‘Bird Fair’, where you have the opportunity to
birdwatch from the 30 hides, book your next holiday,
purchase a field guide or clothing, take in a lecture or
two or just enjoy the many displays in the huge
marquees and outside exhibits. Internet pre-booking
is possible with reduced rates for RSPB/EWT
members (Valid cards must be presented at the
entrance on the day). Chelmsford only.

A 09:30 start at one of the best reserves on the
Thames estuary, especially in winter where
Short-eared Owl, raptors, waders, wildfowl and
geese can be seen. Hot drinks and food are available
in the centre with panoramic views across the
reserve.

Sunday 24th September 2017

LANDGUARD POINT, FELIXSTOWE
(IP11 3TW) (no coach)
A 07:15 start (Sorry, a later entry is NOT permitted
to LBO) meet in the Fort Car Park, at the end of View
Point Road to see species being ringed etc.
Alternatively, a 09:30 start to walk around the
common and foreshore area for resident and early
migrants and possible rarities arriving from Europe.
Sunday 22nd October 2017

MINSMERE RSPB RESERVE	
We return to the RSPB's superb flagship reserve on
the Suffolk coast, with its extensive range of
habitats. Cetti's Warbler, Avocet, Bittern, Treecreeper,
Mediterranean Gull, Spotted Redshank, Bearded Tit,
Marsh Harriers and many more. The adjacent
Dunwich Heath also offers sightings of Stonechat
and Dartford Warbler. Stanway pick-up as required.
Sunday 5th November 2017

HICKLING BROAD NWT RESERVE	
Hickling Broad and the Stubbs Mill Raptor Watch
Point has in the past provided sightings of Bittern,
Barn Owl, Common Crane, Hen Harrier, Whooper
Swan, Merlin, Chinese Water Deer, winter thrushes
and the spectacle of up to 100 Marsh Harriers
returning to roost. Stanway pick-up as required.
Sunday 3rd December 2017

BLUE HOUSE FARM EWT RESERVE
(CM3 6GU) (no coach)

Sunday 11th February 2018

DUNGENESS RSPB RESERVE	
This remote shingle expanse with unique vegetation
and flooded gravel pits attracts many winter visitors
and the occasional rarity along with divers, grebes,
gulls and auks in the warm water of the 'patch' just
off shore from the power station. Shenfield and
Grays pick-ups as required.
Sunday 8th April 2018

RUTLAND WATER RESERVE	
Rutland Water in the Midlands is home to the annual
'Bird Fair' in August and the successful 'Osprey
Reintroduction Programme'. It offers many
opportunities to see Kingfisher, Willow Warbler,
Bullfinch, Common Buzzard, Red Kite and a host of
additional early summer migrants from the many
hides, not forgetting Osprey! Chelmsford only.
Sunday 13th May 2018

TITCHWELL RSPB RESERVE
(07:00 start)
A return to one of our favourite reserves on the
North Norfolk coast. Some great species can be
found such as Bearded Tit, Spoonbill, Marsh Harrier,
Spotted Redshank, Water Rail, Wheatear, terns and a
host of summer visitors occur with the chance of a
rarity turning up. Chelmsford only.
Sunday 10th June 2018

LAKENHEATH FEN RSPB RESERVE	
A Fenland delight where we can expect species such
as Common Crane, Bearded Tit, Bittern, Marsh
Harrier, Barn Owl, Hobby, Cuckoo, Cetti's Warblers
plus lots more. Chelmsford only.

A 09:00 start for a visit to this reserve on the River
Crouch which has blossomed over the years with
winter wildfowl, raptors, owls, grebes, flocks of Brent
Geese and winter migrants. No facilities on site.
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Field Trips
Old Hall Marshes RSPB
Reserve
8th January 2017 by Gerry Johnson
Old Hall Marshes RSPB Reserve is many people’s
favourite winter sites in Essex and it was pleasing to
have 28 members, including Tony and Ann Gales,
David and Lee McKenna all on their first Meeting,
plus guests attend on a very calm January day, with
the temperature reaching 10°C.
Following an unfortunate ‘hiccup’ with the staff to
get into the Reserve, we were soon parked and up on
the sea wall with our leader Steve Grimwade
pointing out the species moving about amongst the
saltmarsh. Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Redshank,
Curlew, Oystercatcher and Black-tailed Godwit
were all noted in good numbers. At this time of the
year the Essex estuaries and marshes are home to
Brent Geese and we were treated to them on the
salt marsh, in the channels and flying over the
reserve. The thicket running behind the sea wall
initially appeared to be quite quiet, but on closer
examination Fieldfare were seen feeding on the few
remaining berries along with Redwing and Reed
Bunting amongst the dead stems of the reedbed.
As we proceeded along the sea wall eight
Red-breasted Mergansers with 12 Goldeneyes
were seen in Tollesbury Channel along with more

Cliffe Pools RSPB Reserve
19th February 2017 by Gerry Johnson
It was a dry, bright, relatively mild February day for
our trip to the RSPB Cliffe Pools Reserve in Kent.
Amongst the group of 40 we welcomed Janet Avery,
Jane Chapman, Alan and Asa Pamphilon with son
Robin, all joining us for the first time. Some of the
group could not recall when we last made a visit to
Cliffe Pools. Having subsequently checking I can
reveal that we first visited on 23rd October 2010
and then again four years ago, on 24th February
2013, when it was extremely cold with snow!
Although only a short distance from our final
pick-up in Grays we made a short comfort stop at
the Thurrock Services, which was welcomed by our
members that had travelled from Dovercourt in the
far east of the County. It was then only a short drive
to our venue for the day in North Kent.
From the parking area, under the guidance of Steve
Grimwade, we headed out across the reserve
checking Crystal Pool on our right side where
Lapwing, Little Grebe, Pochard, female Goldeneye
and a lone Greenshank were seen. A Kestrel
hovered overhead and Skylarks called from high in
28

sightings of winter Wildfowl, Brent Geese plus
Common Buzzard and Kestrel. We were also
privileged to get a distant view of a Great Northern
Diver moving down Tollesbury Channel, heading for
open water at Shinglehead Point.
Eight White-fronted Geese flew in and landed on
the grazing marsh at the eastern end joining
Greylag and Canada Geese already grazing. It was
while scanning the grazing marsh that the first of
three Short-eared Owls were seen – quartering and
perched watching our passing along the path.
Skylarks could be heard above, Cetti’s Warbler
called from amongst the vegetation; three Rock
Pipits, a male Stonechat were noted at the eastern
end of the reserve. Off Shinglehead Point a female/
immature Common Scoter was seen between dives.
Rounding the point, with West Mersea just across
Salcott Channel, we again watched the Short-eared
Owls plus two Barn Owls over the marsh in the
‘soft’ afternoon light.
The water in Salcott Channel was very calm, where
we watched another Great Northern Diver, an
adult female Peregrine Falcon, two Spotted
Redshanks and a flock of 80 Avocet. Further up the
Channel an adult Shag perched on a mooring buoy.
Prior to reaching the point where we cut across the
centre of the reserve, Andrew Ducat located a raptor
perched on the other side of the Channel – on Copt
Hall Marsh. On closer examination with the ‘scopes
it was identified as an adult female Merlin, which
remained long enough for all to get good views.
We had all enjoyed a splendid day’s birding at one
of Essex’s prime sites for winter species, which
produced very well.
the blue sky which was crossed with white aeroplane
vapour trails. Further bodies of water produced
Redshank, Shoveler, Ringed Plover and thousands
of Avocets in two groups on the Essex side of the
Thames estuary. Some on the embankment by the
old Bata shoe factory but the majority were
adjacent to the EWT Thameside Country Park
Centre. The morning walk had been a little slow. Then
events took a turn for the better, Steve located a
female Peregrine Falcon flying low across the
reserve with prey in her talons. While following the
flight path she was dramatically joined by a smaller
male Peregrine Falcon.
Lunch was taken in the sunshine behind the
seawall, where we watched dredging ships going
down river on the incoming tide, before we headed
for the eastern section of the reserve. Several
Stonechats were heard and seen on the few stunted
bushes. Another highlight was a cracking 2nd
calendar year Merlin perched on a gate post
showing beautifully in the low afternoon sunshine.
Three Egyptian Geese grazed in fields between the
path and the Merlin. During the day, at various
places around the reserve, numerous Marsh Harriers
were seen perched and quartering the marshes. At

least five Common Buzzards were seen, some flying,
others perched.
Continuing along the path, Judith Ross heard the
‘ping-ping-ping’ call of Bearded Tit and located a pair
close amongst the dead reeds, just two-metres off
the path. The pair of Bearded Tits worked their way
slowly and confidently along the reedmace, totally
unbothered by our large groups’ presence giving
stunning views and allowing many photographs to be
taken as we followed their slow progress for ca.50
metres along the reeds! This had been one of those
really magical moments never to be forgotten.
George Jenkins then suggested ‘All we need now is a
Barn Owl’. Right on queue Richard Stanley
immediately called – Barn Owl – quartering the
distant reedbed. It was a superb sight before it
disappearing down amongst the reeds. Prior to
reaching the end of the path around the bodies of
water we noted our sixth raptor, a Sparrowhawk.

The chalky undercliffe area below the high
escarpment observation point had lots of alkaline
loving plants, including many large buddleia bushes
from where we heard at least six Song Thrushes
singing (is it my imagination or are Song Thrushes
more plentiful this year?). We had enjoyed an
excellent day of winter birding in fine, bright
weather conditions with 74 species recorded by the
group when checking the ‘tick list’ during the short
drive back to Essex.

Rye Meads and Amwell

After lunch we reconvened at Amwell Nature
Reserve and thankfully the promised rain arrived.
Disappointingly it was little more than occasional
drizzle. This site also failed to provide muddy
conditions, leaving little hope of any serious boot
cleaning to be had that evening or the following day.
Two of our party arrived earlier than the arranged
1:30pm start to facilitate an early departure and
were leaving as we arrived so we wished them
farewell. Most of the pathways here are wide and
allowed us to comfortably walk three abreast and
share our birding insight and experiences.
Once again there were no birds of outstanding
rarity, enabling us to enjoy the ambience of this
location without constantly bumping into or
tripping over hundreds of twitchers. This proved to
be far more prolific for bird sightings than Rye
Meads, exceeding the morning's massive total of 41
by two and therefore leaving a total of.... ? ....erm?
43, yes, 43 as listed below for your enlightenment.
The question remains. Was it a good day's birding?
Yes it was.

12th March 2017 by Chris Bell
Probably the most anticipated field trip of the current
programme was the 'no longer by coach but drive
yourself outing' to the Lea Valley on the Essex/
Hertfordshire border. The weather forecast for the
day was rain followed by more rain and this obviously
heightened the excitement as evidenced by the
turnout for the 9am start at the RSPB Rye Meads
reserve. Due to the astonishment at the number of
attendees a second count was made and was
confirmed as a definite five.
Disappointingly the promised rain failed to appear
which left us trudging forlornly along delightfully dry
paths on a bright and balmy spring morning. To our
great relief there were no birds of any rarity or note
that would have spoiled the serenity of our morning,
just 41 of the usual suspects as listed below.
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Shelduck
Mallard
Gadwall
Shoveler
Teal
Pochard
Tufted
Pheasant
Little Grebe
Great Crested
Grebe
Cormorant
Little Egret

Grey Heron
Moorhen
Coot
Lapwing
Green
Sandpiper
Black-headed
Gull
Common Gull
Stock Dove
Wood Pigeon
Collared Dove
Kingfisher
Dunnock
Robin

Blackbird
Cetti's Warbler
Chiffchaff
Wren
Great Tit
Blue Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Magpie
Jackdaw
Carrion Crow
Starling
Goldfinch
Greenfinch
(heard)
Reed Bunting

Bird spotting (Gerry Johnson)

Mute Swan
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Mallard
Gadwall
Pintail
Shoveler
Wigeon
Teal
Pochard
Tufted
Golden Eye
Pheasant
Great Crested
Grebe
Cormorant

Little Egret
Grey Heron
Moorhen
Coot
Oystercatcher
Lapwing
Black-headed
Gull
Herring Gull
Lesser Blackbacked Gull
Wood Pigeon
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Gold Crest

Wren
Great Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Long-tailed Tit
Treecreeper
Magpie
Jackdaw
Carrion Crow
Starling
Goldfinch
Siskin
Reed Bunting
Ring-necked
Parakeet
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The ‘Brecklands’

(Santon Downham & Lynford Arboretum)
9th April 2017 by Steve Grimwade
Thirty-seven people joined the coach for our trip up
to the Brecks on what was the hottest day of the
year. Whilst taking a comfort stop at Barton Mills, a
pair of Mistle Thrush took our interest, plus Coal Tit,
Common Buzzard, Swallow and one member of the
group heard a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
drumming.
We arrived at the Forestry Commission car park in
Santon Downham and wandered along to the river
where a nearby garden held several Brambling in
summer plumage. Plenty of butterflies were taking
advantage of the warm sunshine and by the end of
the day we had recorded nine species!
Marsh Tits sang and over the forest we had views of
a male Goshawk as it circled before drifting off.
Siskin, Lesser Redpoll and Brambling came down to
drink in reed-fringed ditches and Nuthatches were
seen at several nests along the river, where Mandarin
Duck was also seen on the river and flying.
A couple of the group saw two different Water Voles
swimming across the river whilst good numbers of
Common Buzzard circled
on the thermals. Despite a
good search, we did not
locate any Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers although we
did see Green and Great
Spotted Woodpecker, and
heard a Water Rail.
A different route back to
the coach proved fortuitous
with at least three
Woodlarks giving superb
views both on the ground

Cley Marshes NWT Reserve
14th May 2017 by Gerry Johnson
Many consider Cley Marshes to be one of the best
birding sites to visit in North Norfolk (the oldest
Norfolk Wildlife Trust reserves), especially at this
time of the year! Following a light shower at dawn
in Essex the weather improved as our group of 24
boarded the coach for our 07:00 departure from
Chelmsford. Traffic conditions were light and were
soon at the Barton Mills services, where Tree Pipit
was seen. As we travelled on through the Norfolk
countryside Pheasant, Red-legged Partridge and
Egyptian Geese were seen.
After checking in at the Cley Marsh NWT Centre
reception some viewed the reserve from the terrace
in the sunshine and could see the sea across the
reserve! In the past, the sea had been obscured by a
high shingle ridge acting as the protection of the
reserve, but due to a number of severe winter
storms the reserve was now exposed to the sea and

and in flight, plus a pair of Yellowhammers.
Our luck continued as when we reached the Iron
Bridge, a Firecrest sang nearby and we all managed
good views of this little gem as it flitted around a
conifer raising its crest to show bright orange feathers,
a real treat!
Quite a few took advantage of the village shop being
open for refreshing cold drinks and ice creams before
we made our way north to Lynford Arboretum. The car
park was very busy when we arrived but we took a
walk down into the woods and spent time looking
into ‘the tunnel’ searching for Hawfinch. It was rather
quiet bird wise so we decided to return later and took
a walk down towards the bridge.
With perseverance, we located a single Common
Crossbill in the pines quickly followed by at least six
more including three streaky juveniles. After getting
good ‘scoped views and neck pains from looking up we
hoped they might come down to drink near the
bridge?
A short while later at least three Common
Crossbills came down including a stunning red male!
Everyone was delighted by these superb views and
nearby we had exceptional views of a Grey Wagtail
feeding on a small pond unaware of its admirers.
An hour was spent back at
‘the tunnel’ again but apart
from Brambling, Siskin, Song
Thrush, Nuthatch,
Treecreeper, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Coal, Blue and
Great Tits we were out of luck.
It was then time to head
home after what had been a
superb spring day in the
Brecks!
Common Crossbills (Steve Grimwade)

contamination by salt water, which could have
considerable consequences in future years. Only
time would tell what these might be.
Some of the group took the path to Avocet,
Dauke’s, Teal and Bishop’s Hides positioned to
overlook Pat’s and South Pools, Simmond’s and
Carter’s Scrapes. The water levels appeared to be
low, but waders were seen in small numbers,
including Avocet, Redshank, Lapwing,
Oystercatcher, Bar- and Black-tailed Godwit.
Not forgetting the wildfowl – Mallard, Gadwall,
Pochard, Pintail, Shelduck, Shoveler and Wigeon.
Little Egrets were in good numbers with the odd
Grey Heron for company.
Others of the group ventured further west, along
Beech Road to the higher ground known as ‘The
Eye’ and the elevated view out to sea with the 80
plus wind turbines! For those that turned east,
passing Carter’s Scrape, they were rewarded with
numbers of calling Sedge Warblers amongst the
reeds together with Reed Warblers, Reed Bunting

and the occasional Bearded Tit all appearing in the
calm conditions.
On reaching the East Bank it was pleasing to find
the improved footpath, enabling visitors to
concentrate on looking for birds rather than
watching where to place their feet to miss the
pot-holes, avoiding possible twisting an ankle or
even falling over. Canada Geese already had broods
of young, which had to be carefully watched over by
the parents as they attracted interest from Magpies.
Moving along, the flooded pasture and Arnold’s
Marsh held various species – noisy Greylag Geese,
Avocet, Lapwing, Dunlin, Redshank, Meadow Pipit,
Pied Wagtail, Grey Plover, Skylark, Common
Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Turnstone, Ringed
Plover, Little Ringed Plover and possibly the best
bird of the day – Temminck’s Stint.
It was fresher on the shingle bank looking out to
sea where a group of fishermen were camped on the
seaward side casting far out into the North Sea.
Common Gull and a few other expected Gulls, plus
Common and Sandwich Tern were seen over the
sea. Behind the shingle bank, three, possibly four

male Wheatears, in fine plumage moved around
from the ground to fence posts and back catching
insects.
With the clearing sky Swallows were seen
overhead, as were hunting Marsh Harrier low over
the reedbed and a high flying Common Buzzard.
Around the Centre screaming Swifts were heard and
seen in the warm sunshine.
The group had enjoyed nearly seven hours on an
excellent spring day at Cley on the North Norfolk
coast. Being spread around the considerable area of
the reserve identification of Yellow Wagtail,
Yellowhammer, Whitethroat, Cuckoo, Curlew,
Chiffchaff, Cetti’s Warbler, Brent Goose, Red Kite,
Sand and House Martin were amongst the 86
species noted by the group during the day.
Interestingly an identical number to that recorded
when we last visited in June 2015. Although this may
not have been quite as many species or in such high
numbers as might have been recorded a few years
ago, this could be due to sea water entering the
marshes during the recent winter high tides,
changing the ‘structure’ and/or salinity of the marsh.

Chobham Common

included good numbers of beautiful Silver-studded
Blue and Small Heath butterflies. With the outside
temperature at 32°C, the group welcomed returning to
the air-conditioned coach for lunch.
The afternoon commenced with a walk down through
a wooded area, with dapple shade, before emerging
into a valley below in the southern section, where
Common Chiffchaff were heard and European Jay
and Great Spotted Woodpecker were seen. Once out
in the open, with the full intensity of the afternoon sun,
we found that birds were in short supply. However, the
small bodies of water provided opportunities to watch
other forms of wildlife. Four-spotted Chasers and
Broad-bodied Dragonflies showed well. When at rest
their wings appeared to have been dusted with pale
blue powder. Azure Blue and Large Red Damselflies also
put in appearances. Again, butterflies featured –
Comma, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood, Large Skipper,
Brimstone and Red Admiral. Amongst a glade of tree,
we had a brief respite from the strong sun, where a
Bullfinch was heard but not seen.
In the sandy conditions of the track ‘Swallow Birding’
leader Steve Grimwade pointed out a beautiful Green
Tiger Beetle, they are now a widespread Eurasian
specialist of heathland, moorland, sandy grassland and
sand dunes during spring and summer.
Despite the scorching conditions, on what was
currently the hottest day of the year, everyone enjoyed
the trip with the varied wildlife that the reserve had to
offer and we identified 47 bird species.
The cold drinks/ice cream stop at Cobham Services on
our return journey was also very much appreciated!

18th June 2017 by Gerry Johnson
The Society has previously visited a number of
‘Commons’ across various parts of Surrey, but this was
our first time to this site for the last field trip meeting
of the current programme on Father’s Day! Chobham
Common is the largest National Nature Reserve in the
South-East of England and managed by Surrey
Wildlife Trust. Being in the middle of a mini heat wave
we knew that we were in for a very ‘hot’ day, so
Society polo shirts, shorts, hats and sandals were the
attire of the day, with sun screen and plenty of water
to prevent dehydration.
Heading around the M25 we saw Common Buzzard,
Ring-necked Parakeet and Red Kites. At the Cobham
Services comfort stop the group continued to note
common species. From the services, it was only a
matter of 15-20 minutes to our destination, height
restrictions across the parking facilities on the
common prevented our coach from entering, so the
group were dropped off at one of the entrances.
We explored the northern part of this extensive
reserve where Red Kite were common and the group
all had good views of several Dartford Warblers,
including stunning males. Song Thrush, Common
Stonechat, Tree Pipit, Blackcap, Goldcrest,
European Green Woodpecker, Meadow Pipit,
Skylark, Common Linnet, Common Buzzard,
Common Whitethroat and Blackbird feeding a large
piece of a Slow Worm to its young, all featured.
Our focus moved to other aspects of wildlife which

We look forward to more members and guests joining us on the selection of varied Society friendly field trip meetings
in the programme August 2017 to June 2018, as displayed in this issue of ‘Essex Birding’ and in the new Fixture Card.
Thank you for your support.

Birding in Otago, New Zealand
John and Diana Campn
Early in 2016 we were fortunate enough to spend six
weeks touring New Zealand and Australia. We had a
long list of what we wanted to do and naturally the
chance to see some different bird species was
worked into our itinerary. One of the best places for
this was the state of Otago on the South Island of
New Zealand and our account starts on 28 February
in Queenstown, on the shore of Lake Wakatipu. We
particularly wanted to visit the Kiwi Birdlife Park and
although we would not normally mention captive
birds in an article, this place is an exception for its
specially built enclosure for Kiwi and its captive
breeding programme. After allowing several minutes
for our eyes to get accustomed to the gloom it was
possible to see first one then a number of the Brown
Kiwi foraging for food in a simulated forest
environment. We were struck by how large they
actually are. There were timed feeding slots and
during the day we attended a couple which gave us a
really close view of these incredible birds. The other
star attraction was the Tuataras in their new
breeding enclosure. These are a native lizard, about
12 to 18 inches long, with a prehistoric ancestry. The
other bird species they had in the bird park were a
good introduction to the species found in New
Zealand. On the lake shore we had good views of
Black-billed Gull, Red-billed Gull, New Zealand
Scaup, and Little Shag on the jetty.
After Queenstown, we travelled past Dunedin on
the east coast, where a coastal road gave access to
the Otago Peninsula, to the north of which is Otago
Harbour used by the cruise liners docking at
Dunedin. We decided on self catering farm
accommodation on this peninsula to give us
maximum flexibility. It was good to awake in the
morning to the sunrise accompanied by the singing
of birds in the hedgerow. The place we had chosen
was Penguin Place which runs penguin safaris and

also a hospital for sick penguins which are then
released back into the sea. On our first day, the 29
February, we went to Portobello a small town on the
north-east coast of the peninsula. Here we made our
base the Penguin Cafe run by an English couple who
emigrated there some 25 years ago and who serve
delicious breakfasts and lunches. We walked along
the shoreline of Latham Bay and came across a
White-faced Heron fishing in the pools at low tide.
There were also a number of Southern Blackbacked Gulls, similar in size to our Great Blackbacked Gull. Also, fishing the pools, were Variable
Oystercatchers and Red-billed Gulls. In the water
channels were a number of Paradise Shelduck.
On our next day we drove the short distance to
Taiaroa Head where the Royal Albatross Centre is
sited. We checked out the shop and cafe and booked
our tickets for the afternoon tour of the Head to
view the nesting Royal Albatross, a number of
which were soaring off shore, and the night time
Little Penguin event. In the car park were juvenile
Red-billed Gulls and one the wardens, all of whom
were Maori, told us how they attempted to dissuade
visitors from feeding the gulls as they become
dependent on visitors feeding them but then starved
when visitor numbers tail off at the end of the
season. It was heart breaking for them to have to
recover their corpses. After a good lunch we followed
Mary, our Maori guide, into the tunnels where she
told us about the history of the Head which had
been occupied as far back as 700 years. In 1885, the
threat from Russia resulted in the construction of
Fort Taiaroa, garrisoned by 100 troops. In 1886, a
six-inch gun made by Armstrong was installed. It was
housed in an underground pit, rising to the surface
to fire its shell before disappearing back into the pit.
It was fascinating to view this gun and its operating
mechanism, one of only three still in existence. We

From left to right: Black-billed Gull; Pied Stilt; Royal Albatross (john camp)
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then climbed the steep path to the viewing
observatory where you could look down on nesting
Royal Albatross and see them gliding past the
headland very close. There was also a good view of a
nesting colony of Stewart Island Shags as well as a
number of Red-billed Gulls. There is a live web cam
for the nesting Albatross at http://www.doc.govt.nz/
royalcam
In late afternoon, we returned to the Royal
Albatross Centre where, after an excellent meal, we
joined a group for the evening view of the Little
Penguins (also called Blue, Little Blue or Fairy
Penguin) coming ashore to visit their
burrows and feed their young. As their
name suggests they are the smallest
of the 17 penguin species,
measuring no more than 14 inches.
The land around Pilot Beach was
returned to the Maori people a few
years ago and they perform an excellent
stewardship of both the Royal Albatross
and the penguins. The viewing is in a
small bay and you observe from a
raised platform with artificial lighting
which is invisible to the birds. This is
the only place in New Zealand, and
probably in Australia too, where you
are allowed to photograph these birds.
Even then you must not use flash (or
have red-eye setting on the camera)
as it can blind the birds and the
stewards ensure this rule is strictly
observed. As the sun set over the bay the
first of the birds came ashore, and waited
in the shelter of the rocks before

processing in groups up the beach to their burrows.
They seemed to come in waves and the air was filled
with their calls as they signalled their arrival to their
partners and young in the burrows. It was a chilly
evening but well worth it, with wonderful views of
the penguins in large numbers as they came ashore.
They remain in their burrows until just before dawn
then go out to sea again to fish.
The next day, 2 March, after breakfast at the
Penguin Cafe we walked around Latham Bay and
had further views of the White-faced Heron and
the Variable Oystercatchers as well as some
Red-billed Gulls and Black–backed Gulls. In
addition, there was a Royal Spoonbill
fishing the pools with a splendid
reflection of it in water. We then
drove across the Peninsular to
Hooper’s Inlet with its shallow water
and sand banks. Here we had wonderful
views of Pied Stilt wading through the
water, and more Paradise Shelduck and
White–fronted Herons. We were
delighted to see even more Royal
Spoonbill and a juvenile Red-billed
Gull.
In the late afternoon we were
booked in on the tour of the farm at
Penguin Place and from a hide
overlooking the beach we had a good
view of the Yellow-eyed Penguins
coming ashore. Sadly, there were not
many of them, and our guide
expressed his concern about the
Top: Paradise Shelduck (john camp)
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Above left: Little Penguin coming ashore. Above right: White-faced Heron (john camp)

declining numbers at this location and its
implications for the conservation project. They have
numerous artificial burrows/boxes but not all were
occupied. We did see a couple of birds in moult,
skulking in the bushes. The beach had good numbers
of Fur Seals. We were then taken to the penguin
hospital where we were allowed to view and
photograph the birds from a hide. This is to ensure
that the birds do not get used to human contact so
they can be released once they are fit. Our guide
identified the different birds for us. In planning this
trip we expected to see both Little and Yellow-eyed
Penguins but our guide revealed a surprise that we
were to see three more species of New Zealand
penguins. There was, unusually a Snares Island
Penguin which was found way off course from its
normal area south of the New Zealand mainland. It
was in fact found exhausted on a beach on the
North Island, flown south by Air New Zealand, and
taken to the penguin hospital to recover. In addition,
there were Erect–crested Penguins and a Fiordland
Penguin. We were delighted to see these and
managed to get some photos even though the birds
were not looking their best.
On the 3rd March, it was time to depart the
peninsula for our next destination northwards up
the east coast, but not before a last excellent
breakfast at the Penguin Cafe and a last look along
the shoreline of Latham Bay which produced a

White-faced Heron and Variable Oystercatchers.
Driving back along the coastal road towards Dunedin
we came across a large flock of Black Swans in a
small inlet.
Further up the coast we stopped at the Katiki
lighthouse which was built of clinkered wood in
1878.In the area there were, on the beach, a number
of Fur Seals and Sea Lions. On the cliffs were good
views of a number of Yellow-eyed Penguins in
various stages of moult.
Our next destination was Oamaru on the east
coast where, on the next day, we had our next fix of
penguins. In the old harbour area there were a
number of Red-billed Gulls and juvenile birds as
well as Variable Oystercatchers. On an old jetty
were huge flocks of Black, Little and Spotted Shags
and a flock of White-fronted Terns. On this road
there was a road sign new to us, showing a penguin
to alert motorists of the risk of Little Penguins at
night. This road led to the penguin viewing area
where, that evening from comfortable seats, we had
a spectacular view of the penguins coming ashore to
reach their burrows. They were literally yards away
from us. Unlike at Taiaroa Head all photography was
prohibited.
We were to see more of the Little Penguins in our
travels in New Zealand and Australia but this
account ends here as we left Otago and headed
north.

From left to right: New Zealand Scaup; .Royal Spoonbill; Steward Island Shag (john camp)
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Colour ringed Gulls from
North Thames landfill sites
Analysis of three large Gull species
Paul Roper, North Thames Gull Groupn
Introduction
This is an update on previous papers by the North
Thames Gull Group which has looked at results from
colour ringing of various Gull species. This short note
looks at results and data on movements of Greater
Black-backed, Yellow-legged and Caspian Gulls
ringed at Pitsea Landfill Site in Essex and Rainham
Landfill Site in London. Both of these tips are close
enough that the populations using them are the
same and although Rainham is in London pooling
the data gives a better picture and overview of the
movements of gulls visiting the area. There is also
much interchange between the two sites
particularly of Yellow-legged Gulls – however
interestingly Rainham Landfill Site has never been
particularly attractive to Greater Black-backed Gulls
with much smaller numbers observed and caught at
this site.
Changes in legislation in the UK mean that landfill
sites will very soon disappear from the UK. Whilst
this is an environmentally good thing to do there
may very well be implications for the gull
populations using these sites as winter feeding areas
or migration staging points. The NTGG are working
to understand what will actually happen to these
populations of gulls when landfills close and the
programme of colour marking is starting to reveal
some initial indications of what may happen in the
future. Rainham Landfill site stopped taking in food
waste in late 2014 and the last catch taken at this
site was in January 2015. Pitsea appears in late 2016
to be going down the same route and it will be very
interesting to see over the next few months what
happens to these gull populations. We will be
undertaking some more detailed analysis during
2017 and 2018 and hope to understand the possible
effects that the closure of the landfills is having on
gull populations in the Thames Estuary.
Some observations have already started to suggest
that birds move very quickly to other landfill sites
(including on the continent) when waste coming in
changes or reduces. Other interesting observations
are changes in feeding behaviour and feeding
patterns and this is still being investigated at Pitsea
and through other gull watching sites in the UK. A
further concern is that gulls will start to exploit
other food sources associated with humans and
there has been recent media attention to the
problem of “aggressive” gulls with a debate in the
House of Commons in February 2017 on the matter.

From casual observations
by members of NTGG it
is clear that increasing
numbers of gulls are
scavenging in areas
where there is food
Great Black-backed Gull
waste such as retail parks
( J. Bernsmo)
with fast food outlets
and smaller waste processing facilities where food
opportunity is presented.
With the rapid closure of landfill sites across the
south east of England this will be an interesting time
for gulls and humans and there is potential for
conflict to become more high profile as a large
proportion of the wintering population of gulls
(which is made up from several European breeding
populations of gulls) starts to search for an
alternative food source.

Ringing
Overall totals of gulls ringed by the North Thames
Gull Group are now in excess of 45,000 birds with
around 23,000 birds marked with individual colour
rings from 2008 onwards. As many large gulls as
possible of all species are colour ringed with a
sample of Black-headed Gulls from each catch also
colour ringed. This paper looks at the remaining
three species we have not covered in previous papers
for which we have some meaningful data.
Table 1 - Number of Greater Black-backed Gulls,
Yellow-legged Gulls and Caspian Gulls ringed at
Pitsea and Rainham and how many individuals have
been resighted between 2008 and 2017.
Species

Great Black-backed Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Caspian Gull

Colour Ringed

Individuals
Recovered/
resighted

811

402

56

25

8

7

Results and Discussion
Great Black-backed Gull
Great Black-backed Gulls are predominantly a west
and north breeding species in the UK. There are very
few pairs that breed in the east of the UK although
in recent years some breeding has started to be
attempted in the Thames Estuary but this is of no
population significance.
However, records at Pitsea indicate that the
wintering population in the east of England can be
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Yellow-legged Gull ( J. Bernsmo)

quite large. Ringing data has shown
that the origin of these birds appears
to be Norway with some in Sweden
and Denmark where there is a large
but fairly dispersed breeding
population which is in the main
spread around the whole coast of
Norway.
What we have also noticed at
Pitsea in particular is that there are
often much larger numbers of this
species when it is very windy. This suggests that
Great Black-backs are predominantly pelagic and
probably remain in the North Sea during calmer
conditions of the winter. It appears that windy
conditions may affect their ability to feed and it is at
these times they are driven into land to seek shelter
and food.
Clearly from the sightings it is fairly obvious that
this species winters in East and central UK and also
along the French and Dutch coasts. Although we do
have some examples of site fidelity it is very likely
that Great Black-backs wander throughout the
winter and will follow particular food sources but
particularly being forced inland in when weather is
rough.
What is quite interesting is that the age make up
of birds seen on the tip is often tipped in the favour
of adult birds and not predominantly sub adult birds
as with Herring Gulls. Great Black-backs are a long
lived species and we suspect that there are some
regular foraging sites for adults who will visit various
wintering and feeding sites when forced to during
the winter period.
One thing to note is the congregation of sightings
on the northern tip of Denmark. This gathering is
sightings often returned during the breeding season
and is predominantly of sub adult birds. It would
appear that sub adult birds spend the summer
nearer to their natal grounds before they get to
breeding age and this site in Denmark is a particular
favourite. (See Map 1.)

Map 1: Locations of all Great Black-backed Gulls sighted of
birds colour ringed between October 2008 and February 2017
at Pitsea Landfill Site Essex and Rainham Landfill Site London.
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Yellow-legged Gull
Yellow-legged Gulls have in recent
years started to increase in interest
and as observers have now started to
be able to identify them more easily
they have become a real species of
interest. The group has colour ringed
56 individuals of this species since
2008 of which 25 have been
resighted.
It was unclear where these birds
might be coming from and it was suspected they
were most likely from new and expanding breeding
populations reasonably close to the UK or from
central Europe. This was suspected from birds
sighted on the tip with colour rings on that were
ringed as young birds in German colonies. What we
did not consider is the possibility of some of them
coming from the Northern Mediterranean coast and
we have been very surprised to receive sightings of
this species from the South coast of France, Italy and
Switzerland.
Four birds that we have ringed have now gone to
the south coast of France and Italy. What is
interesting is that the three birds going to southern
France were ringed in the UK as adults or near adults.
The bird which went to Italy was a first winter bird
that was discovered in Italy in its fourth calendar
year in March. Although not confirmed as a breeding
bird it was in breeding habitat as an adult so is quite
likely to be breeding in that area. In its first year of
having a colour ring fitted it was seen in Suffolk and
Gloucestershire showing a usual pattern of
wandering around the UK as a first winter bird as
others have done so.
One of the birds returning to southern France has
generated sightings in the breeding season as an
adult and further more generated sightings in
December and other winter months suggesting that
this bird now remains in that area permanently.
The fact that some of these birds were adults
suggested that birds were coming from this
direction to winter which is a puzzling fact as you
would expect this to only occur in sub adult birds.
However, the bird which went to Switzerland was
even more interesting. Ringed in February 2014 at
Rainham as a second winter bird only five days after
ringing it was seen in Blaringhem, France. Then on
9th April it was found in Switzerland where it
remained up until the end of April. Remarkably on
1st May it was back in France and clearly not of
breeding age was wandering central Europe. What
was then even more remarkable was that in
November of the same year the bird was
photographed back at Pitsea. This demonstrated
that clearly Yellow-legged Gulls do wander north
west from central and southern Europe to winter.
But where was it going to breed? Many gulls will
return to their natal area to find a breeding territory
when they have reached breeding age so we were
intrigued to know where this bird might end up. In
2016 this individual was resighted again and gave us

Caspian Gull ( J. Bernsmo)

another insight into its movements.
It was found on 23rd October at
Walenstadt Switzerland. It would
seem most likely that it may well
breed somewhere to the south east
of Europe but we still await a
breeding season record and
confirmation of the exact location. It
will be interesting to also see if it
remains
Photo Rnearer
Bonser the breeding area as
the bird going to southern France did.
Caspian Gull
Caspian Gull records have increased in the years we
have been colour ringing and some of this may be
related to better information on identification.
Despite this Caspian Gulls are still relatively rare
birds in the UK. The group have colour ringed 8
Caspian Gulls of which 7 have been resighted. The
group has also metal ringed three Caspian Gulls two
of which have also been read in the field.
As with Yellow-legged Gull it was suspected that
many birds originated from central European
colonies which were expanding and this was
confirmed by records of birds ringed as young in
German and Polish colonies.
All except two of the Caspian Gulls colour ringed
by the group have been first or second winter birds.
The majority of sightings of Caspian Gulls have
come from either the UK, France or Holland. One
bird ringed in 2010 was found in Germany the
following December and then wintering on
Terschelling Netherlands for three winters in a row
now as an adult bird.
Two birds have been found on breeding colonies. A
bird that was colour ringed in October 2011 at
Rainham as a first winter bird was regularly observed
in France and Holland between December 2011 and
March 2013. It was then discovered breeding in a
colony in Wisla Poland in May 2016. What is also
interesting about this individual is that it was also
sighted back in Holland in September 2016
demonstrating a returning wintering bird. The
second bird is really exciting and was a bird metal

Map 2: Locations of all Yellow-legged Gulls sighted of birds
colour ringed between October 2008 and February 2017 at
Pitsea Landfill Site Essex and Rainham Landfill Site London.

ringed as a first winter in November
2007 at Rainham (this was actually the
first Caspian Gull the group ringed).
This bird was then found breeding on a
roof top at Gatovo Minsk Belarus in
May 2014. Unfortunately an attempt
to catch and colour ring the bird failed
and the last confirmed sighting was on
15th May 2014.

Conclusions
The current data for Great Black-backed Gulls is
consistent with our current knowledge that wintering
birds in the east and central England tend to be from
Norway. There is little movement from or to the west
of the UK and small numbers of sightings and
recoveries to the north east of the UK. Many of the
wintering Great Black-backed Gulls are in the main
pelagic and are forced in land only in rough weather
when feeding becomes difficult. The wintering range
is wide and includes the south east of the UK, France
and Holland (essentially the coastal areas of the
North Sea).
Both Yellow-legged and Caspian Gulls are poorly
studied and the NTGG have almost certainly ringed a
very large proportion of these two species ever ringed
in the UK. The initial returns and data suggest that
Caspian Gulls come from breeding populations in
central Europe but for Yellow-legged Gulls some come
from further south and east including the north coast
of the Mediterranean Sea. Clearly some birds continue
to return to the UK and near continental coast to
winter and records are now suggesting return visits to
winter as adult birds after the expected wandering as
sub adults. This correlates with the behaviour of
Herring Gulls as would be expected.
Detailed information on all sightings can be found
on the NTGG web site at http://www.ntgg.org.uk/
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Map 3: Locations of all Lesser Black-backed Gulls sighted of
birds colour ringed between October 2012 and March 2015
at Pitsea Landfill Site Essex
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Hickling Broad
Sue Borgesn

Conserving a national jewel in
the heart of the Broads
Hickling Broad is one of the top wildlife sites in the
UK. More than 1,400 acres of reedbed, fen, grazing
marsh, open water and woodland make up the
Hickling Broad National Nature Reserve. Its wetland
habitats, sensitively restored by Norfolk Wildlife
Trust, are a key site for threatened wildlife such as
iconic Swallowtail butterflies, Marsh Harriers,
Norfolk Hawker dragonflies, Common Crane and
Bittern.
Hickling Broad is a Site of Scientific Special Interest
(SSSI) and a National Nature Reserve (NNR). It is also
designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA) under
the EU Birds Directive and as a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive
in recognition of its European importance for its
habitats and the wildlife that depends on them.
On 2 September 2016, 655 acres of Hickling Broad
were put up for sale on the open market. The then
owners, the Mills family, owned this large area
including 50 per cent of the Broad for nearly 200
years and since 1945 had leased it to Norfolk Wildlife
Trust to manage as part of the National Nature
Reserve. In November 2016, Norfolk Wildlife Trust
reached an agreement to buy the land and launched
a £1 million appeal. In April 2017, after a few short

months of intense and
committed public fundraising,
NWT was delighted to
announce that the £1 million
target had been reached. Norfolk Wildlife Trust Chief
Executive, Brendan Joyce said at the time,’I am
delighted to announce that £1 million has been
raised in such a short period of time. This is an
exceptional response by our supporters to this
urgent appeal and we are very moved by how much
people appreciate the value of Hickling Broad as a
vital and celebrated wetland. Hickling Broad clearly
holds a special place in the hearts and minds of
many people in Norfolk and beyond.’
The overall cost of buying the land was £2.5
million and with a generous loan from the Garfield
Weston Foundation of a further £1 million, NWT
was able to proceed with land acquisition with
confidence. This is the biggest land purchase NWT
has ever made and a significant moment in its 90
year history. Hickling Broad is probably one of the
best-loved and largest of the Broads - the historic
home to the booming Bittern, it provides a
year-round haven for wildlife.
In many people’s minds, winter is not always the
best time to be out and about on the Broad. But at
this time of year, once the summer hustle and bustle
has quietened down, it is a great opportunity to
quietly contemplate the still beauty of the Broad

Top: Common Cranes (Dave Munns) . Above: Bearded Tit (elizabeth dack)
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Hickling Broad (richard osbournE)

and watch the waterfowl make steady progress
across the water. Shoveler, Teal, Goldeneye and
Pochard are frequently seen. At dusk, you many hear
the haunting, bugle-like call of the Common Crane
as a number of these birds fly into the reeds to roost
in the evening. These stately birds are one of
Hickling’s great wildlife successes – in 1979 they
were first seen at Hickling after an absence of nearly
400 years as a breeding species and now form part
of a small but significant breeding population in East
Anglia. Sadly, the numbers of these graceful and
elegant birds that stand at 1.2m (4ft tall) have
declined in Europe over the last 300 years due to
disturbance, shooting and loss of habitat. Hickling
Broad is one of the best places in the UK to see them
in the wild.
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Saving Norfolk’s Wildlife for the Future

Another rare but successful resident of the Broad is
the Marsh Harrier. In midwinter, at the Stubb Mill
Raptor Watchpoint, you can watch 30 to 40 of these
spectacular birds of prey, wheeling around the sky
and come in to roost. In 2006 amazingly over 100 of
these birds were recorded together in one sighting
using this roosting area. It was quite a different story
at the turn of the last century when the Marsh
Harrier was thought to be extinct in the UK.
Hickling, once again, played a key part in the story of
wildlife conservation in Norfolk and was
instrumental in reviving the fortunes of this majestic
bird. For over 50 years, local gamekeeper, Jim Vincent
kept watch over the chicks of these special birds and
gradually over the decades their numbers have
grown at Hickling, nesting and now over-wintering
in sizeable numbers.
The birdwatcher’s favourite and one the UK’s rarest
breeding birds, the Bearded Tit inhabits the
extensive reedbeds at Hickling where it can be seen
flying low, looking for seeds. This little bird has a tail
almost as long as a Long-tailed Tit. The males head
and neck is a bluish grey with long black markings
less like a beard and more like an elaborate
moustache. In summer they feed on insects and in
winter, reed seeds. You may catch a glimpse of this
distinctive, reedbed specialist out on the reserve
next to the boardwalks.
Hickling is host to many special plants and animals
and there is always something to see whatever the
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New Forest,
June 2016
Andrew Coxn

Marsh Harrier (mali halls)

weather and whatever the season. In summer, two
particular, local specialities with a stronghold at
Hickling can be seen on the wing - the Norfolk
Hawker dragonfly and the Swallowtail butterfly.
The Norfolk Hawker is a rare and endangered
dragonfly, with clear wings, green eyes and the
characteristic yellow triangle shape on the its body
which make it very distinctive.
The Swallowtail butterfly is our largest native
butterfly and the only resident of the family
Papilionidae. During the 20th century, especially
after the Second World War, fenland management
ceased and much of this butterfly’s habitat was lost.
Today active management of the Broad and its
surrounding fenland, where reed and sedge are cut
to allow other plants to grow, plays an important
part in the survival of the swallowtail in Norfolk.
With this continued fenland management, the
future for the Swallowtail looks brighter.
Hickling’s wildlife pedigree is considerable and
without doubt, it is great place for visitors to enjoy
nature’s infinite creativity and wonderful wildlife
spectacles. It is heartening to know through the
recent purchase of the remaining land Norfolk
Wildlife Trust can ensure this special jewel has a
bright future for many years to come.
To discover Hickling Broad this winter: The main
trail from the reserve car park is approx. 1.5miles. It
takes you through reedbed to the broad edge.
If you are visiting for the raptor roost the best time
is the last couple of hours of daylight on a crisp clear
day from now until the end of February.
A longer 6 mile circular walk is possible on the
south side of the reserve. This follows the Weavers
Way long distance path for part of its route. For
route details and a map visit the Norfolk County
Council web site and look at the Norfolk trails walk 8
Weavers Way.
Read more about the nature conservation history
of Hickling Broad on Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s website
at www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-at-90editorial/26/the-story-of-hickling-broad

Don’t forget our field trip will be here
on 5th November.
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It is 5:30 AM on the last full day of a week spent in
the New Forest. The early sun shines down upon the
wooden lodge we have been staying in, although the
sky is not cloudless an opaque mist lies upon the
plateau of heathland, a little to the east.
Nuthatches and Green Woodpeckers are active
and noisy – large numbers of mature trees, mostly
oaks, border the narrow lane and properties off
which this holiday let lies; both of these tree
dwellers are common. Song Thrushes are still in fine
voice, and numerous too.
Climbing up a short slope, already the mist is in
retreat. Although it clings yet thick in the distance
near at hand the heathland has become more visible.
A Willow Warbler sings from a nearby silver birch
while out on the open heather, dotted with patches
of gorse. Skylarks are singing and Meadow Pipits
seem to be everywhere. Family parties of
Stonechats are obvious, noisy with ‘chacking’ calls,
the males perched prominent, fiery copper breasts
shining in the morning sun.

These are rivalled by the vermillion breasts of male
Linnets as I walk across the heathland plateau,
flushing a party of Woodlarks from the path ahead. A
fast-moving shape resolves into a Hobby, a flash of
blue which fades into the still thick mist lying over the
bog, which lays to the east. It’s black and white face
shines out clearly. A couple of Ravens croak unseen as
I approach a clump of mature scots pines, with some
birch and hawthorn, rising up like an island in the sea
of surrounding heather.
A couple of Tree Pipits are singing here, showing up
well on their pine tree song posts. A Common
Buzzard flies suddenly from the edge of the trees.
Further off a Woodlark is singing. The interior is
enlivened by a pair of Redstarts – their distinctive
‘hooeet’ alarm calls carry for some distance, revealing
their presence. The ‘chacking’ notes which often
accompany these calls are much softer than those of
their relations (also present at the borders of this
small wood) but are equally distinctive. Several pairs
of Redstarts, already encountered elsewhere in the
Forest earlier in the week, had fledged young in tow
– this pair are still visiting a nest-hole some half-way
up the side of a still standing trunk, long dead. The
male in particular shows himself very well, perching
upon various out-thrust branches as he flits and
flickers around the small glade in which his nest is
located. The slate blue on his back and head is similar
to the upperparts of a Nuthatch, but with none of the
subtle, pastel shades beneath. He is far more striking

and it is this which holds my eye, the abrupt contrast
of velvet black and brilliant red-orange being as
compelling as the colours themselves. The small
white patch on his forehead shines out.
Conspicuous he is; but not continually – a circuit of
the wood brings me back to the little glade, but not
the Redstarts. They seem to have disappeared so
completely that I am seriously beginning to wonder if
the young have fledged in my absence and the whole
family gone elsewhere. After a while I notice a small
bird some distance out on the heath, in the vicinity of
a couple of lonesome, low-growing pines: it proves to
be the female Redstart, less colourful, but not less
attractive, sporting the same restless, fiery red tail.
Soon after the far carrying contact notes ring out
once again and there is her mate, beak stuffed with
insects gleaned silently out of sight.
Spotted Flycatchers are here too, hunting insects,
more conspicuously, from the lower branches.
Willow Warblers inhabit the plantation edges and
adjacent birch trees, where a female Reed Bunting
loiters. A Common Whitethroat, paradoxically a
rather scarce bird in the New Forest, sings from the
gorse bushes huddled on the slopes which lead away
from the common to the west.
Goldcrest and Coal Tits are more typical
inhabitants of pines – both are seen and heard this
morning, with Great Spotted Woodpeckers and Blue
Tits. Goldfinches add their own rainbow of colours
to the treetops. Siskins bound noisily.
Ibsley Common (Andrew Cox)
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Reluctantly, I move away and follow a path
threading between the heath and the area of bog.
Beyond this lies a scattered hamlet, mostly hidden
behind a belt of mature oak and ash trees.
Stonechats and Meadow Pipits abound on the
heath, but the bog seems strangely silent until the
repetitive ‘chip chip’ call of a Snipe sounds from
somewhere across this waterlogged stretch of ground.
With little chance of finding the caller, or of even
being exactly sure which part of the bog it emanates
from, I continue along the path. Yet another family of
Stonechats attract my attention, at which point a
curious bleating sound comes from above and behind.
The Snipe has taken to the air, beginning his
remarkable drumming display flight. Progress takes
him all along the linear strip of wetland.
By now the mist has cleared, leaving the sun shining
in a cloud-scattered sky. The Snipe can be seen
clearly, now further off, now nearer at hand. Details
like the long bill and out-thrust tail feathers are
obvious. Most of the beautiful cryptic plumage is lost
against the bright sky. The drumming sound is soft but
oddly far-carrying and penetrating.
Now it is time to turn away, to cut across the
northern border of the common, which looks towards
an open, lower lying expanse of heath and bog dotted
here and there with other picturesque clumps of scots
pines. A party of at least ten Mistle Thrushes is
comprised of adults and juveniles, Dartford Warblers
sing scratchily among the gorse and taller heather
(one can be seen flying along the tops of the bushes)
and the bubbling calls of Curlews come drifting
across the middle distance. They can be seen circling

Ibsley Common (Andrew Cox)
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down, becoming lost to view among the
monotonous expanse. Swallows sweep past low
over the heather.
The path leads across to a low hill, clothed with a
stand of mature pines, this gradually giving way to
even more mature oaks and the first dwellings
clustering along the western edge of the forest.
More Siskins are encountered here, with
Greenfinches, Chaffinches and Treecreeper.
Nuthatches and Green Woodpeckers are again
common among the deciduous trees. A pair of
Bullfinches appears close to where the track
descending meets the lane. Back at our
accommodation, Swallows and House Martins are
in the air, Long-tailed Tits among the vegetation,
Blue and Great Tits feeding on peanuts.
This piece has recounted an early morning walk on
the last day of a week spent in the New Forest. Later
on this day we visited the Bolderwood area, where a
male Hawfinch foraged among the topmost
branches of a silver birch, did the same in another,
closer to our vantage point before flying off into the
woods. Crossbills (including a singing male),
Firecrest and Marsh Tit were recorded here too.
The last named two species featured earlier in the
week (in the case of the Firecrest mostly heard
rather than seen); other highlights included Red Kite,
Goshawk, Tawny Owl, Nightjar, Kingfisher and
Grey Wagtail. The only disappointments were
Wood Warbler – just a couple of brief snatches of
song and no sightings, and Yellowhammer – these
seem to have become scare, although I did find one
near Ashley Walk on a similar visit last year.

Swiftly done!
John Smartn

Following the visit and lecture by Edward Mayer of
‘Swift Conservation’ for the EBwS, there has been a
decision to pursue the initiative. John Smart, the
Essex Swift representative for ‘Swift Conservation’,
has joined forces with the Society and together a
project has been completed and others are planned.
The one completed was on March 20th of this year
at a farm in Blackmore, near Ingatestone, where the
farmer John Bucknell was keen to help out.
This came about by a sequence of events whereby
Roger Foreman of the Great Baddow Rotary Club
inquired amongst the membership to fund an EBwS
Swift project. Meanwhile, Peter Dwyer had given a
twenty minute presentation at the Rotary Club’s
monthly lunch about the workings of the Society. It
was then that Rotarian John Bucknell came forward
and kindly offered to fund a Swift project that would
eventually be focused on a grain silo at his farm.
Luckily, the high vicious winds at midday abated
and we could get on with the project. There is a
tweeter within the second box in from the right with
the amplifier housed in the machine room at
bottom right. The Call Device will deliver the Swift’s
social duetting calls a few hours after first light and a
few hours before dusk. These are the critical times to
alert their interest. This should have the effect of
tempting the birds down out of the sky to inspect

the available niches for nesting, upon their return
during May.
Swift conservation is becoming a national
movement now to combat the loss of the traditional
eave nesting sites due to building renovations.
Unfortunately, modern building construction does
not allow for such provision for swifts. So getting
boxes designed to be integrally fitted into new
structures and providing external nesting
opportunities on existing buildings is the way
forward to fend off the species decline.
Prior to erecting the swift boxes, Gerry had
installed an owl box in an adjacent open barn where
owl pellets lay scattered over the floor!

Top: Gerry Johnson
atop the cherry picker
about to affix
the
eighth swift box. The
farm owner, John
Bucknell, funder of the
initiative, is at the
controls.
Left: An Owl Box was
located in an adjacent
open-sided barn.
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Leaves of Music and the
Woody Shape of Time
Under a symphony of leaves
Dwell trees of all designs
In a profusion of forms logged
By Linnaeus and his binomial DNA
Coursing through vein and cell alike
So lives a green city and its denizens
Of bats upside-down
Snuggly sharing their warmth
Insects in and on - Each to its niche
The ants, the aphids and the honeydew
That quiver and quaver in the breeze
Sweet fare for the canopy grazers!
Veteran trees and ancient forest
Where stag-headed oaks skyward point
Creaking with the centuries
Bear witness to a climate past
Running rings around a lifespan
In the woody shape of time!
The snuffling snouts of hogs
Source truffles for their trouble
Whilst nearby on the trunk of giants
Fruiting bodies in a prettiness of variety
Their brackets, their caps, their gills
A riot of mycelium has been on the run!
Picus peeking - Warblers gleaning!
Crossbills to the cones
Thrushes to the berries
Raucous corvids in their twiggy turrets!
Nurturing the feathered of tomorrow
All sway to the rhythm of the wind
Foliage that follows the arc of sun!
Where stomata breathe a sigh
Trading carbon for air!
Trading sun for sugar!
As wandering samaras spin by
All under a symphony of leaves!
John Smart
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Blue House Farm
This 600 acre farm is situated on the north bank of
the River Crouch. It has been managed by Essex
Wildlife Trust since 1998. The Flat Fields have been
grassland for the last 100 years and are used as a
feeding ground for Brent Geese.
The remainder of the farm comprises of coastal
grazing marsh with ancient creeks and hollows
betraying its salt marsh origins. The farm has been
improved substantially to allow our fastest declining
mammal, the Water Vole, to thrive. The creeks and
ditches offer an ideal habitat for Water Voles. A wind
pump was installed in July 2008 and this raises water
levels on a fifty acre field. This area is surfaceflooded during the winter months bringing in huge
numbers of wildfowl and wading birds. It is also an
important area for birds in the spring with Lapwing,
Redshank and Avocet all breeding here.
This is a working farm where suckler beef cows are
grazed along with a variable number of sheep – all of
which are owned by a local grazier.

What to look for
During the winter months there are huge numbers
of wildfowl and wading birds, including Lapwing,
Golden Plover, Dunlin, Wigeon, and Teal. Around

2,000 Brent Geese can be seen on the flat fields.
Springtime brings passage migrants such as Green
Sandpiper, Ruff and Spotted Redshank. There are a
wide variety of breeding birds including Skylarks,
Meadow Pipit, Reed Buntings, Yellow Wagtails and
Barn Owls.
Summer is the best time to see insects on the
traditional grazing marsh; such as Hairy Dragonfly
and Scare Emerald Damselfly along with Small
Copper, Small Heath and countless Meadow Brown
butterflies.
Autumn sees the return of the passage migrants
followed by an increase in bird numbers as the
over-wintering species begin to return from their
breeding grounds.
While enjoying a leisurely walk at the side of the
creeks and ditches you may hear the once familiar
sound of a 'plop' as a Water Vole enters the water.
Throughout the year Hares are abundant across the
farm but they are most easily seen on the flat fields.
A permissive path passes around the farm, giving
access to the three bird hides – this links up with the
sea wall footpath which can then be taken back to
the farm entrance and car park creating a 4km
circular route around the farm.
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Bird Reports

November 2016–April 2017

All the photos appearing in the following Bird Reports section have appeared on our website, it is disappointing to
see that there have been few or no photos posted from some areas of the country.
The Society wishes to thank all the members that contribute to these Reports and the members that collate
them together to give a ‘feel’ for the species that are seen throughout the different areas and habitats around the
County.
Most notes published in this section of Essex Birding are gathered by individuals or groups of other local birders.
Some records come from logs, kept at wildlife trust and other centres. Casual birders, as well as experienced and
proficient field observers and some professional naturalists, have access to these, so logs have been carefully
checked and in some obvious cases ‘unlikely’ sightings will have been expunged at that stage. Records of some
commoner species added to logs by members of the public visiting a site may be happily accepted, but there is
still potential for errors and mistakes. Therefore, as always, the advice is read, enjoy but recognise that while
almost all news is accurate, authenticated records will appear only in the Essex Bird Report. For the Langdon Hills
& Thameside and Wat Tyler reports, Andrew Cox has used a few records from the Southend RSPB website; Graham
Mee has given permission for this.
Many thanks are expressed to all those who make the effort and report their sightings, to the diligent log
scrutinisers and not forgetting the dedicated reporters and to those birdwatchers who share their records with
them. If not done so already can you please send all your relevant records for 2016 to the Senior County Recorder,
Mick Tracey (micktrac@aol.com), not forgetting to use the six-column ‘Excel’ format to make things easier to
process the thousands of records received.  When submitting records, please look at the Society website or the
most recent Essex Bird Report to see whether any full descriptions are required in the case of species which are
currently considered rare or vagrant in the County. Thank you.

Abberton Reservoir
This report has been composed in
specific order with comments
where appropriate and the dates
of passage migrants, less common
and rarer birds as recorded, mainly
on the Society blog. Those species
present but not meriting special
mention are listed at the end.
Please note that wildfowl and
some wader numbers reflect only
the observations of visitors so that
WeBS count results may well
contain far greater numbers: these
will appear in the 2016 and 2017
Essex Bird Reports.
Bewick’s Swan One adult spent a
long time in Wigborough Bay,
possibly being somehow sick or
injured. It was present from
November 8th until January 30th.
Another pair was on the main
reservoir east of Hide Bay on
January 6th. Two were seen west
of Layer Breton causeway on
November 8th and again on
February 10th.
[Swan Goose] Present at the Layer
Breton causeway until February...
Barnacle Goose 16 appeared in
Wigborough Bay on January 30th
and 17 were counted there next
day with 20 present on February
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3rd. Two others, seen below
Abberton Church the previous day,
were considered possibly to be
hybrid birds.
Egyptian Goose For much of the
period there were reports of one
and (mostly) two birds – likely a
pair involved, with a flock of 15
and then of 16 being seen on
December 6th and January 10th
respectively. On March 24th three
were seen, including a copulating
pair.
Shelduck Very few were reported
– usually in twos until March 12th
when 15 were counted. There were
five pairs present on March 23rd. A
fine drake was just east of Layer
Breton causeway on April 25th.
Wigeon Present throughout with
the average number reported in
the region of 50 though 100 were
recorded on January 30th The
flocks favoured Hide Bay and islets
off Abberton church with a few
later as numbers fell in March,
mainly in pairs, in Wigborough Bay
along the south-eastern side of
the main reservoir and just west of
Layer Breton causeway.
Gadwall Numbers almost
certainly under-recorded with a

maximum of 50 on November
23rd and otherwise small groups
of paired birds on the northern
margins of the main reservoir and
on the western lagoon.
Teal Large numbers were present
through to mid March when there
was the usual movement of birds
returning north and east to
breeding grounds. The highest
total was of c200 birds on
December 12th but this is almost
certainly well under WeBS count
totals. .
Pintail Large numbers were
present throughout the winter
with over 300 reported on
November 23rd with by far the
largest flock in Wigborough Bay
but smaller groups were regularly
in Hide Bay and off Abberton
Church. Numbers fell in the New
Year with 195 (c160 of these in
Wigborough Bay) on January 10th,
down to 35 by February 12th and
only one or two by the end of that
month. A very late drake was seen
from Layer de la Haye causeway
on April 29th.
Garganey A pair was on the
‘scrape’ lagoon at the western end
on April 7th and one was on the

main reservoir below Abberton
Church on the 13th.
Shoveler Maximum totals
recorded were 200 on two
occasions in January. As late as
early April, numbers at the western
end of the site were still over 100,
two-thirds of these being drakes.
Red-crested Pochard Two drakes
and two ducks were seen together
on February 13th and14th.
Pochard As usual, the vast
majority of birds reported were
drakes with an estimate of 500
present on January 10th the
largest count but prior to that
there were 354 present on New
Years Day and c200 on February
14th down to 100 ten days later. A
handful of drakes remained into
April.
Ring-necked Duck A drake of this
rare species was first seen on
December 7th 200 metres east of
Layer Breton Causeway with
Pochard and though he eluded
birders at times was in that area on
nine dates up to January 10th.
Tufted Duck So commonly seen,
this duck was scarcely reported
with a maximum count of 200 on
February 24th likely a considerable
underestimate. One or two Aythya
hybrids were among the groups on
the main reservoir.
Scaup A remarkable winter for this
species with numbers building
from early November with nine
young birds appeared rising to a
maximum of 21 on the 20th after
which there was a falling away in
totals reported though 23 were
counted on January 3rd with an
extra bird next day. Thereafter, for
the rest of the month around a
dozen birds were recorded.
However, a likely weather-driven
surge occurred from February 12th
when 70 were counted and the
‘magic’100 was reached on the
28th. There were still more than 60
around up to mid-March and well
over the usual counts were made
into mid-April when 20 remained
on the 15th.
Goldeneye Numbers built up
through November with up to 25
birds present by the end of the
month and a further increase to a
maximum of 50 recorded to
December 19th.54 on the 10th
was the highest number reported

Smew (steve grimwade)

in January down to 25 after the
cold spell by February 11th. There
was perhaps some passage in
March when numbers increased
from 20 on the 14th to 50 five
days later but then there was a
steady decline from 34 on the 23rd
to three by the end of the month.
Eight were counted on April 5th..
Long-tailed Duck One was
reported on December 11th and
two in the same area next day.
Possibly the same two were seen
between January 1st and 7th.
Velvet Scoter One was present
from April 5th to 12th close to the
dam.
Smew First reported on November
14th (a ‘redhead’) and then regular
with a single drake from the
December 2nd. There were four
birds, including a second drake
from the 8th with maxima of
seven, two of them drakes, from
January 4th to March 1st... A third
drake was among these from the
8th. The numbers fell after this,
though seven, including two drakes
were seen on March 12th with last
report of four on the 14th.
Red-breasted Merganser A drake
spent much of the period between
the dam and the eastern end and
was seen displaying to a female
Goosander in January.
Goosander The majority of birds
seen from the arrival of the first
three on November 6th were
females or immature birds with the
first drake appearing on the 13th.
Thereafter there were small rafts
off Abberton Church/Dam area of
the main reservoir and at the Layer
Breton causeway end with a small
number on the western lagoon.
Peak totals reported were 17 in
November, 27 in December and 28

up to January 29th when 48 were
counted, probably due to influx
due to colder weather to the east.
Two days later numbers returned
to 28 reducing during March with
a late female seen on April 5th.
Red-legged Partridge The only
report of this species was of three
from Layer Breton causeway on
January 20th.
Black-throated Diver One was
seen in the distance from
Abberton Church on April 30th and
remained next day.
Great Crested Grebe 320 were
counted in the Dam area on
November 12th. 530 were
counted on January 7th, 100
estimated on March 7th and 270
present on the 19th. By April the
few remaining were mostly paired.
Black-necked Grebe Two were in
Wigborough Bay on November
13th and 23rd. One was in
Wigborough Bay on December
18th and one east of Layer de la
Haye causeway on December
27th, 28th. A single bird was seen
from Lodge Lane on March 1st and
one was present on April 15th.
Slavonian Grebe One was present
close to the eastern side of Layer
de la Haye causeway through
January and another two appeared
on April 2nd.
Little Grebe Apparently absent for
the first four months with a
maximum count of five present on
March 24th.
Cormorant On January 24th one
was seen to land on the frozen
main reservoir ice just east of
Layer de la Haye and walk the
entire width of the reservoir alone
on the ice! When it reached the
reserve centre car park, it took to
the air and flew past the observers
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at the far end of the causeway,
being the only Cormorant reported
by birders that day!
Bittern Present at the now
traditional western lagoon reedbed
area from November 19th, though
this winter two birds were seen only
from November 23rd to December
8th with the last sighting of a single
bird on January 30th.
Grey Heron Regular in small
number with seven on March 5th
being the largest but there was then
an increase as repaired nests in the
heronry on the north side of the
western lagoon grew active. For a
report of breeding success readers
should refer to the 2017 Essex Bird
Report and this also applies to the
next species.
Little Egret Up to seven reported
from any one visit and a nest
apparently occupied in the heronry
in March.
Spoonbill One was reported on
April 2nd.
Glossy Ibis One was present on
April 4th.
Red Kite Single birds moved
through on March 12th, 23rd, 29th
and 30th.
Marsh Harrier There were
numerous reports, usually of single
birds and most frequently from the
western end and from Wigborough
Bay. Two reports of interest were: an
adult female seen displacing an
immature bird from a duck kill on
January 1st and of a bird in a
sparring game with an immature
Peregrine the following day. There
was a noticeable absence of reports
for the first three weeks of February
but then a fine male and an adult
female were seen through into April
with one present in the Lodge Lane
area on the 27th and 29th.
Sparrowhawk Single birds were
seen on December 5th, 20th and
29th and January 20th. A male was
recorded on February 6th and
March 14th, a female on the 23rd.
and one bird next day. Two and
possibly three birds were seen on
March 5th and two together on the
29th.
Common Buzzard Single birds were
seen on many days and twos and
threes from time to time with the
largest numbers being four on
January 20th, six on March 1st, five
on the 14th and an impressive ten
on the 30th. At least three were
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Collared Doves (paul kelleher)

seen on April 29th.
Hobby The first of 2017 was seen
on April 27th and one reported on
the 30th.
Kestrel Up to three were seen on
numerous dates. Higher numbers
recorded were: four birds on
November 10th, January 1st and
20th and five on December 8th.
Merlin Quite scarce this winter
with a female seen on November
22nd, a male on January3rd and an
immature female on the 29th.
Peregrine Apparent pairs were seen
on the roof of the pumping station
house on January 4th and March
3rd. Of 14 records of single birds,
there were reports describing an
immature individual on November
30th, March 4th and 23rd. One was
reported on April 23rd and another
was on the roof of the pumping
station on the 29th.
Water Rail Single birds were seen
on nine dates from November 6th
until January 4th from the Layer
Breton causeway and one there on
March 4th.
Oystercatcher A pair was on the
tern raft in Hide Bay early in April.
Lapwing Winter flocks on site
peaked at 500 on January 7th with
Wigborough Bay, the most popular
area for the birds, which were
sometimes accompanied by the
next species. Numbers dropped
away during the cold spell and by
March only breeding pairs
remained.
Golden Plover On November 7th
30 birds were with Lapwings in
Wigborough Bay and there were 12
there on December 2nd, 50 on the
12th and 40 on the 18th. On the
22nd c200 were present and 100
were seen on January 1st and ten
on the 6th and again 100 next day
so that it seemed certain that they
were coming from fields to the bay

to bathe and loaf. On January 8th
30 were present but after this no
more, doubtless flocks having left
due to the bitter weather.
Grey Plover Six were present in
Wigborough Bay on November
12th.
Ringed Plover Autumn
movements continued with four
seen on November 3rd, 20
counted on the 6th, a single bird
on the 10th and 15 recorded on
the 13th and ten on the 30th A
Wigborough Bay flock of 14
present on December 12th was
the last of the late passage. One
was seen on March 12th.
Little Ringed Plover The first
record for the spring was of a
single bird on March 23rd and
there were four present on the
26th and 29th. Five were reported
on the 30th and two present on
the 2nd, 4th and 5th of April.
Subsequently at least one pair
nested.
Jack Snipe Two were seen on
December 29th and a single bird
present between Gwen’s hide and
Layer de la Haye causeway from
January 2nd to 19th with two on
the 20th
Common Snipe Usually seen on
the ‘scrape’ area by the southern
end of Layer Breton causeway,
with between two and ten present
in November, single birds on two
dates in December , two on New
Year’s Day, three on January 5th.
and one on the 20th.
Black-tailed Godwit Large flocks,
nearly always in Wigborough Bay
occurred through the early part of
the winter but there were only one
or two birds after the January cold
spell. Flocks of more than ten were
as follows: 70 on November 3rd;
100 on the 5th, 20 on the 11th,
135 on the 13th, 100 on the 20th,

378 on the 23rd, and 70 on the
30th. In December there were 57
on the 2nd, 30 on the 3rd, 127 on
the 8th, 30 on the 12th.and 41 on
the 22nd. 23 on January 3rd was
the last significant party.
Bar-tailed Godwit One was seen
on November 27th. Two were
seen from the viewpoint below
Abberton Church on April 29th.
Whimbrel A wintering bird was
reported on December 3rd. One
was seen east of Layer de la Haye
causeway on April 25th and eight
were present on the 30th.
Curlew There were several reports
of single birds. Flocks were as
follows: four on November 12th,
30 on the 23rd, 11 on December
2nd, eight on the 8th, and 12th 30
on January 8th and five two days
later. There were three on March
1st and five on the 12th. Nearly all
records were from Wigborough
Bay.
Green Sandpiper Single birds
were seen and two reported on
several occasions through
November with five recorded on
the 30th. A single bird was seen on
eight dates in the next two
months with two on December
18th. The cold snap in the New
Year appears to have driven this
species away but one appeared on
March 1st and there were two on
the 12th and a single bird on April
1st and 4th.
Common Sandpiper One was
seen on March 4th, two were
present on April 25th and one on
the 30th.
Spotted Redshank a single record
from 27th November.
Greenshank Eight passage birds
were present on April 24th,
another next day and three on the
30th.
Common Redshank Single birds
were seen on November 30th,
December 2nd, two on the 8th,
and one on the 31st. In 2017 there
were single birds on January 4th
and 20th and February 19th and
March 4th.
Dunlin The increase since the
reservoir was extended continued
with large numbers in Wigborough
Bay the main feature. There were
110 on November 6th, c 100 on
the 10th, 120 on the 13th and a
likely record 325 on the 23rd, 175
on the 28th and c100 on the 31st.

December saw more good
numbers with smaller flocks of 10
and 30 on the first two days
followed by 100 on the 6th, 164
counted on the 8th, 144 on the
12th and 70 on the 18th. 100 were
present on New Year’s Day but by
the 7th only half that number was
reported with just 12 on the 10th
after which cold weather reduced
the total to just two on the 29th
with none seen after that until
April when five were seen on the
24th and another next day.
Ruff Through November between
three and 25 were present with 30
on the last day of the month.
During December numbers
reduced with the largest groups
being 11 on the 2nd, 18 on the 8th
and 13 on the 29th but fewer than
nine on other dates. The New Year
saw a peak of 14 on the 8th and
then, apart from eight seen on the
30th, only single birds were
recorded. Spring returnees were a
single bird on March 19th and
eight on April 5th.
Little Gull Two were seen on
March 14th and two in winter
plumage on April 5th. Four were
seen on the 23rd and two next day
a single bird recorded. Six; five
adults and a 1st winter were
present on the 29th and one was
seen next day.
Lesser Black-backed Gull, A pair
were showing a special interest in
one of the islands of the scrape at
the western lagoon end on April
25th.
Common Gull Present throughout
with 150 on March probably
representing passage as birds
moved northwards to breeding
area.
Mediterranean Gull A 1st winter
autumn passage bird was seen on
November 29th and a nearsummer adult on February 28th

Ring-necked Duck (sean nixon)

and March 1st.One in full summer
plumage was present on March
14th. Three, two of them 1st
summer birds were seen at the
Layer Breton end among
numerous Black-headed Gulls
feeding on the water on March
16th and one seen on the 24th. A
summer-plumaged bird was seen
on April 5th and ten were present
on the 9th, two were seen on the
24th and another on the 29th.
Bonaparte's Gull This rarity was
found by Daryl Rhymes on the
22nd and was present until the
29th.
Black Tern Ten were seen from the
visitor centre, looking towards
Gwen's Hide on April 29th and six
were present next day.
Sandwich Tern A very scarce bird
here with one on April 9th.
Arctic Tern One was present
around the dam for four days in
early April. Another was present
briefly on the 16th, two on the
23rd and one next day. Two were
seen from Layer de la Haye
causeway on the 27th.
Common Tern First appeared on
April 7th. There were at least 47
present by the 25th.
Stock Dove Very few flocks were
reported with the largest being 35
strong on March 7th and there
were seven pairs on the 23rd.
Cuckoo Two were calling along the
wooded northern side between
the causeways on April 25th and
one was near Abberton Church on
the 29th and 30th with several
others heard.
Barn Owl Two were hunting on
opposite sides of Layer de la Haye
causeway on November 11th and
single birds were seen on
November 12th, 20th and 30th
and February 16th, 19th and 25th.
March saw reports of individuals
on the 4th, 7th and 12th and one
was watched on April 3rd and 4th.
Little Owl One near Garland’s
Farm on November 22nd and
another on April 5th.
Short-eared Owl One was seen
on November 10th and a second
on the 26th.
Swift 30 were present on April
24th and six or seven were
reported on the 27th.
Kingfisher Apart from two, a bird
at each causeway, on December
3rd there were single birds
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recorded on ten occasions, nearly
all at the western end of the site
Great Spotted Woodpecker Two
were seen on February 6th, with
single birds reported on January
24th, February 18th and 189th
and one on trees along the old
road on March 24th with two
heard drumming..
Green Woodpecker There was at
least one female around Abberton
Church area from January 24th
onwards and one was along the
former road on March 24th with
three others heard ‘yaffling’.
Skylark Flocks reported on several
dates wit the largest c70 on
January 10th but numbers much
reduced after the cold spell with
none reported in February. March
saw up to seven territories
occupied and a flock of ten on the
19th. By April there were several
pairs around the reserve centre
and more singing males from
Wigborough Bay watchpoint and
Lodge Lane.
Sand Martin The earliest returning
birds were five on March 14th and
there were two on the 30th and
another on April 5th with at least
50 over the Layer Breton causeway
area on the 25th and three on the
27th.
Swallow Five were over Layer
Breton causeway on March 14th
and the same spot played host to
one on April 3rd, four next day and
five on the 5th. Around 40 were
with other hirundines close to
Layer Breton Causeway on the
25th and 35 were seen on the
27th.
Red-rumped Swallow One was
reported from Lodge Lane on April
27th.
House Martin Two were over
Layer Breton causeway on March
4th at Layer Breton causeway end
with the next report of two there
on April 5th. 25 were present with
other hirundines on the 27th.
Meadow Pipit Probably underreported with flocks of 25 on
November 11th , 15 on the 12th
and 20 on the 23rd 12 Were seen
on January 20th and one very
probable seen on March 12th
appeared large and was ‘ very
anomalous with white patches on
crown and shoulder, bill and legs
long’.
Rock Pipit One was seen on
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Yellowhammer (steve grimwade)

December 8th.
Yellow Wagtail A remarkably early
report was of 12 present on March
14th but no more were seen until
two appeared on the 30th. Early
April saw numbers increase with
six on the 2nd, three on the 3rd,
two on the 4th with 12 next day.
At least one singing male was seen
on the 25th and single birds were
still present on the last day of the
period though dry conditions may
have affected the location of
territories.
White Wagtail One was in
Wigborough Bay on March 30th.
Pied Wagtail Constantly present
but under-recorded with the
largest number reported being 14
on March 25th.
Grey Wagtail Usually seen singly
(six reports) at the southern end of
Layer Breton causeway. Possibly
three were present on January 2nd
and two (a pair?) reported on
December 22nd.
Song Thrush Three were reported
on December 8th and five on
March 7th.
Fieldfare The only flock of any size
recorded was one of 185 going to
roost west of Layer Breton
causeway on December 5th. 100
were present there with Redwings
on the 8th Apart from this there
were reports of 12 on December
3rd and 13 at Abberton Church on
January 7th with five seen on
January 20th and February 6th.
Redwing 80 present on December
8th: otherwise there were only odd
birds with five around the
southern side of Wigborough Bay
in late February.
Nightingale Two males were in
song along the old road, one of

them very close to the entrance to
the reserve centre on April 25th. A
singing male was at Layer Breton
causeway on the 29th.
Black Redstart A female showed
very well at the visitor centre on
December 8th.
Whinchat A bright summerplumaged male was on the southern
end of Layer Breton causeway on
April 25th and was seen there again
two days later.
Stonechat A pair was present close
to the reserve centre on several
occasions and there were also
sightings of birds at Layer de la Haye
church on February 25th and March
23rd. A pair was also seen by Layer
de la Haye causeway on January
24th and two pairs reported on
February 28th... One other pair
reported was from March 12th.
Goldcrest Just two seen on March
7th.
Cetti's Warbler Apart from three
singing males reported on March
12th and singing males at either end
of Layer Breton causeway on April
25th, all reports were of single
calling birds at the western end of
the site.
Sedge Warbler One was by Layer
Breton causeway on April 5th.
Chiffchaff A wintering individual
was close to the north end of Layer
Breton Causeway on December
19th and very probably the same
bird doubtless delighted observers
as a ‘year tick’ on January 1st there.
No more were reported until one on
March 5th and numbers increased
thereafter with seven recorded by
the 23rd.
Blackcap The first report was of a
singing male on March 29th and
there were seven present by April
2nd
Lesser Whitethroat One was in
song in scrubby cover just south of
Layer Breton Causeway on April
25th. One was heard from Abberton
church viewpoint on the 29th.
Common Whitethroat Singing
males were at either end of Layer
Breton Causeway on April 25th.
Long-tailed Tit The largest party
reported was of six birds in early
March.
Jackdaw A Nordic–type bird was
among a small flock on December
8th.
Linnet Few singletons and pairs

were seen but only two flocks
were reported: one of 40 on
February 28th and one of 45 on
March 7th.
Bullfinch One was seen on
December 29th and two were
reported on March 12th.
Yellowhammer With birds seen
close to the Wigborough Bay
viewpoint from time to time
through November and again in
March the focus for recording this
species, usually with Corn
Buntings was the area below
Abberton Church and at Lodge
Lane to the south of the site,
although 50 were seen by Island
Hide on January 20th. There were
ten close to Abberton Church on
January 24th, and on February
18th, 20 on March 1st and 58 on
the 7th with 20 present a week
later. At least one pair was just

south-west of Billetts Farm from
the beginning of April and there
were two pairs by Abberton
Church at that time with at least
one male in song there on the last
two days of the month.
Corn Bunting As with
Yellowhammer, a few records
refer to birds close to Billetts Farm
and Wigborough Bay but the main
flock appears to have been just
below Abberton Church for much
of the time, apparently forming (or
first seen) in mid-November when
40 were seen on the 10th and
numbers increased in the New Year
from 15 on January 24th to 50 on
the 30th. This number remained
on February 18th and 20 were still
there on the last day of that
month. However, 165 were
counted on March 1st! A count of
75 were seen there on the 7th and

a week later 30. By April there
appeared to be some established
territories south of the main
reservoir yet 60 birds were
counted on the 5th. One was
singing by Abberton church on the
29th and 30th.
Reed Bunting A flock of 12 was
reported on March 7th.
The following species were present
but called for no comments:
Mute Swan, Greylag Goose,
Canada Goose, Mallard,
Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot,
Black-headed Gull , Herring Gull,
Great Black-backed Gull, Feral
Rock Dove, Wood Pigeon,
Collared Dove, Wren, Dunnock,
Blackbird, Robin, Great Tit, Blue
Tit, Jay, Magpie, Rook, Carrion
Crow, Starling, Chaffinch,
Greenfinch and Goldfinch.

Dengie Peninsula by Judith Ross
November
The gradual transition from
autumn to winter saw some
interesting records at Bradwell,
with Lapland Bunting and Snow
Bunting at Deal Hall on the 1st,
and Woodcock, Peregrine, Merlin,
Pomarine Skua and Guillemot
from the Obs. on the 2nd. On the
8th there was a Pallas’s Warbler in
the Deal Hall thicket and a Black
Redstart at Coney Hall. Waders
and wildfowl were moving in, with
900 Golden Plover on the 18th
increasing to 2000 on the chapel
field on the 27th. On the same
date between eight and 10,000
Knot were counted along with
2000 Dunlin, 15 Pintail, 20
Scoter, and three Eider, and the
1st Fieldfare. The Ramsey Marsh
WeBs count included 75 Dunlin,
50 Golden Plover, 45 Lapwing, 65
Brent, three Red-breasted
Merganser and a female Hen
Harrier.

December
On 1st Great Northern Diver and
Red-necked Grebe were seen in
the River Blackwater off Stansgate.
At Deal Hall, Bradwell, individuals
of both Black and Pale-Bellied
Brant Geese were around from

the 2nd to 11th, and two male
Snow Buntings on the 6th. Also
from Bradwell Obs., on the 14th
were Red-throated Diver, Great
Crested Grebe and a male Hen
Harrier, and two Little Owls in
the Othona car park, plus three
Velvet Scoter off Deal Hall. On
the 18th off Bradwell were seven
White-fronted Geese, four
Pintail, 12 Red-breasted
Mergansers, nine Red-throated
Divers and 18th Great Crested
Grebes. Peregrine, Sparrowhawk
and one Redwing were seen, and
21 Corn Buntings. On the same
date the Ramsey WeBs count
included 2000+ Lapwing, 60 Teal,
85 Brent Geese, two Shoveler, 25
Turnstone, Water Rail, Snipe,
Marsh Harrier and a Short-eared
Owl. Meanwhile at Mark Farm,
Tillingham, I became aware of an
influx of winter thrushes, not easy
to count while actually working, so
on Christmas Eve I took a walk
down one of the tracks towards
the marshes between Hawthorn
hedges dripping scarlet with
berries and noisily alive with birds.
Numbers were impressive: 500+
Fieldfares, 50+ Redwings, 100+
Blackbirds, 300+ Starlings;
finches too were well represented

with 50+ Chaffinch, 80 Linnets,
ten Yellowhammers and ten Reed
Buntings. I returned for a Boxing
Day morning walk (yes, I really am
keen!) and the scene had changed,
most of the thrushes had gone and
so had the berries! Just a handful
of mainly Fieldfares cleaning-up
the Sloe bushes.

January
On 1st I joined in the EWT walk,
led by Mike Sandison, along the
sea wall by Lawling Creek,
Maylandsea, to Steeple Bay and
Pigeon Dock and back across the
fields and via the blackthorn
thicket footpath by the old
nurseries back to the village. This
can be quite a good birding area
which I feel is somewhat
under-recorded – any birders in
that area who feel like sending me
a few records? Unfortunately, I
have mislaid the notes I took for
that day, but I do recall good
numbers of Wigeon, Teal,
Shelduck, Golden Plover, and
Lapwing, Black-tailed Godwits,
Dunlin and other typical waders,
Green Woodpecker and various
passerines in the fields and hedges
and reedy ditches including Reed
Bunting. Someone apparently
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spent New Years’ Day at Bradwell
Obs. and noted amongst other
things 2000 Brent Geese and 20
Corn Buntings. On the 4th at
Bradwell a further 31 Whitefronted Geese were seen flying
into the estuary. The feeders were
becoming popular, visited by 20
Chaffinch, 30 Greenfinch, 12
Goldfinch and eight House
Sparrows. 18 Fieldfare and four
Redwings were noted. On the 8th
two Great Northern and five
Red-throated Divers were off
Weymarks, and on the same sunny
day the first Waxwing of the year
was seen flying from by the chapel
towards Bradwell Village. The Obs.
was well represented with raptors
on the 11th and 15th, with five
Marsh Harriers, a male Hen
Harrier, Merlin, Peregrine, and a
Sparrowhawk in the garden. This
of course was the month of the
sea-duck invasion, and the
Blackwater had its share – 15
Long-tailed Duck off Steeple
Stansgate on the 5th along with
14 Scaup, 25 Common Scoter, 22
Goldeneye, 40 Red-breasted
Merganser, a drake Smew and 1
Red-necked Grebe; plus 2 Herons,
Buzzard and Kestrel. On the 18th
numbers were up to 18 Longtailed Duck, 22 Scaup, 25
Goldeneye, 50 Red-breasted
Mergansers, six each Little and
Great Crested Grebes, Little
Egret, Barn Owl, Kestrel and two
Marsh Harriers. Notable records
from the Ramsey WeBs were five
Red-breasted Mergansers, 100
Teal, 150 Knot, 150 Dunlin, 60
Redshank, a Water Rail and three
Marsh Harriers.

Kestrel with kill (Peter Hewitt)
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February

April

The count for Ramsey included
250 Cormorants on the river, 46
Lapwing on the fields, Marsh
Harrier and Little Grebe. At
Bradwell on the 5th there were
approx. 2000 Brent Geese, a
number which held steady for the
month, and an estimated 1000
Black-headed Gulls feeding on a
sprat run in the estuary. The Obs.
garden had good numbers of
passerine species, six each of
Blackbird, Robin and Dunnocks,
several Blue and Great Tits, 40
Chaffinch and ten Greenfinch. On
the 19th there were 80 Redthroated Divers and 35 Redbreasted Mergansers offshore.
Around the sea walls, farmland and
garden, five Marsh Harriers, a
male Hen Harrier, adult male
Peregrine, three Stonechat and
20 Corn Bunting were seen, Little
Owl and Siskin heard. On the
26th, continuing the raptor theme,
were Sparrowhawk, Marsh and
Hen Harriers, and Peregrine
between the Obs. and power
station. Wader counts of note 400
Grey Plover, 3500 Knot, 1000
Dunlin; at Marsh House 3000
Golden Plover and 200 Redshank.
A Great Spotted Woodpecker
visited the feeders, and 40 Corn
Buntings were seen coming in to
roost on the saltmarsh at dusk.

On 2nd at Ramsey 17 Avocets
had arrived. Unfortunately, they
did not remain to breed – I’m not
sure if their breeding activities
were disrupted in some way, by a
predator for instance, though it
would seem too early for any
eggs to have been laid, or some
other factor such as low water
levels deterred them – anyway a
few weeks later they had
abandoned the site. Other birds
there on the 2nd included 30
Redshank, a Snipe, 15 Teal and
four Mute Swans. I have taken
on another BBS site, this one
being quite conveniently in my
own village of St Lawrence with a
dog-leg across some farmland.
On my first visit on April 14th, I
thought I had set out early
enough, but I’d forgotten the
local shop opened early and
consequently had to run the
gauntlet of villagers on their way
to buy morning papers and
stopping to ask what I was
doing!! A distraction I could do
without whilst trying to estimate
numbers of chirping House
Sparrows in a garden hedge!
House Sparrow was, predictably,
the predominant bird of the site, I
arrived at a total count of around
50. The farmland was more
productive than expected, with
Corn Buntings, Yellowhammers,
Green Sandpiper and a distant
siting of the Ramsey Marsh
Harrier. Chiffchaff and Blackcap
were singing in the wooded areas
of my transect through a local
caravan park. On my other BBS
site at Asheldham Pits, on the
17th, more summer migrants had
arrived, six Chiffchaffs, three
Blackcaps, four Swallows and
one Lesser Whitethroat. There
was also a pair of Pochard on the
fishing lake. I heard my first
Cuckoo on the 23rd, the same
date that two Ospreys were seen
off Bradwell flying towards
Clacton. On the 22nd at Mark
Farm I counted for Blackcap, four
Whitethroat, two Lesser
Whitethroat and two Corn
Bunting singing, and one
Swallow. On the 30th there was
a Turtle Dove on the Obs. feeders

March
On 8th a 3rd winter Glaucous
Gull was found by Steve
Grimwade at Sales Point, Bradwell;
the bird had followed a trawler and
then roosted on The Point at low
water. Brent Geese numbers
remained a steady 2000, a Stock
Dove was on the feeders, and on
the 15th the first migrant, a
Chiffchaff, was singing in the
thicket. Chiffchaff and Blackcap
were also in the hedges of Mark
Farm by the end of the month. A
pair of Buzzards, and sometimes
three birds, were regularly flying
and displaying over the farm fields
and woods, and a Buzzard was also
frequently perched on the same
telegraph pole at the St Lawrence
Hill turning off the Bradwell Road.
At Ramsey on the 11th there were
two Cetti’s Warblers singing, 20
Teal, 42 Redshank, three Snipe
and, on the river, 135 Brent Geese.

Foulness by Chris Lewis
Please note that WeBS counts are available on the FaBS Group website: https://sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
Full details of the birds seen each
month are available here:
https://sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
webs-2010/webs
We are in need of new observers in
the Foulness area. Passes are
available for anyone willing to
engage with the application
procedure, which can be found
here:
https://sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
membership

November
The following records are notable
from the WeBS count on 13th: 2nd
highest ever Foulness count of
Wigeon – 6913 – mostly in New
England Creek, a Great White
Egret in Middleway, a Grey
Wagtail and a Black Redstart

December
A Lesser White-fronted Goose
was seen in the Rugwood Farm
area with 18 White-fronted
Geese on 18th; and remained in
the area until at least 15th Jan
2017. It was subsequently seen on
Wallasea Island on 26th Feb. This is
the 2nd record of this species for
Foulness, the first having involved
three first winter birds associating
with Brent Geese in 1986. A Great
Grey Shrike was found in the

Lesser White-fronted Goose
(chris lewis)

Stillwaters area of New England
Island on 11th and remained until
at least 19th Feb 2017. On this last
date it was singing from the top of
a hawthorn bush for a good 20
minutes – some video is available
here: https://youtu.
be/0pUmBFEBT4k
An arrival of winter thrushes was
noted on 18th with 472 Fieldfare
and 132 Redwing.

January
Highlights of the WeBS count on
15th were: 34 White-fronted
Geese in two flocks – 24 in the
Fleet area of Foulness Island and
10 on Potton Island; 8215
Dark-bellied Brent Geese, one
Pale-bellied Brent Goose and 1
Black Brant; three Short-eared
Owls; a new record high count of
40 Dunnock; and 224 Corn
Bunting in three flocks.

White-fronted Geese had moved
on, but the ten on Potton
remained and two Barnacle
Geese, two Light-bellied Brent
Geese and two Black Brant were
also seen there. A Tundra Bean
Goose was seen on Rugwood farm
(Foulness Island) on 19th.

March
Little of interest to report.

April
Raptors reported on 9th included:
four Marsh Harriers, two Hen
Harriers, three Sparrowhawk, six
Buzzard and a Peregrine; waders
reported the same day included a
Ruff, a Whimbrel, a Green
Sandpiper and six Greenshank;
other species of interest were a
Little Owl, seven Short-eared
Owls, five Cetti’s Warblers and a
smattering of common Passerine
migrants. Two male Ring Ouzels
and two reeling Grasshopper
Warblers were present at
Wakering Stairs on 15th.

February
By the time of the February count
on 12th the Foulness flock of

Great Grey Shrike (chris lewis)

Hanningfield Reservoir by David Acfield
November
A few Dunlin, Black-tailed
Godwits, Green Sandpipers,
Common Snipe and Ruff were
dotted around the vast areas of
mud for most of the month and a
Common Sandpiper continued to
frequent the West Bank until
March. An Oystercatcher was on
‘Atlantis’ on the 4th and an adult
Yellow-legged Gull was near the
Inlet. It was regularly seen in
Fishing Lodge Bay until late
December and a first winter bird
was off the West Bank for a couple

of days. Two Stonechats were still
around the new filter beds on the
6th, up to four Grey Wagtails were
a regular feature on the West Bank
and North Dam throughout the
winter and various Marsh Harriers
continued to be seen, usually over
the North Lagoon. A Kingfisher
flew between the lagoons on the
8th when the first Goosanders, a
pair, arrived but numbers were low
throughout the month. At least
two Cetti’s Warblers and a few
Bearded Tits continued to make
their presence known on the

North Lagoon. Both Peregrine and
a probable Hen Harrier were
recorded on the 13th and a
Greenshank was seen the next
day. A Merlin, a rare bird at the
reservoir, was reported on
the18th. Four Scaup were off the
Causeway on the 19th and a
Great White Egret was between
the lagoons the following
afternoon. A Golden Plover was
present on the 27th and late in
the month a pair of Red-crested
Pochard was found on the North
Lagoon, a Redshank was off the
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causeway and a Firecrest was
reported from the Reserve.

December
Water levels had risen slightly over
the last month but some
Black-tailed Godwits, Ruff and
Green Sandpipers lingered into
the New Year and beyond. One
Stonechat remained on the 3rd
and Common Buzzards were in
evidence with three seen fairly
regularly over West Hanningfield
Bay with others over the Lagoons
where Marsh Harriers were
occasionally encountered.
Goosander numbers reached
double figures on occasion with a
highest count of 16 on the 31st
whilst up to 16 Egyptian Geese
were regular visitors to the
Causeway during the month and
into the New Year. Two Jack Snipe
were flushed from the North
Lagoon Wall on the 12th and a
Redshank was in Fishing Lodge
Bay; it was to stay into February,
often on the West Bank. Fourteen
Common Snipe were huddled
together on a field near the filter
beds on the 18th when a Tawny
Owl was heard. Bearded Tits, too,
were often heard on the North
Lagoon but 16 on the 27th and 22
on the 8th of January, both counts
of birds atop the reeds, meant
wintering numbers were higher
than had been assumed. The last
day of the year produced a Brent
Goose amongst the large numbers
of Canadas and Grey Lags on the
Causeway field.

Redshank (simon cox)
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January
A Chiffchaff was reported on the
1st and, with Scaup being
regularly reported from Abberton
and elsewhere in the county, it
was no surprise when two were
off the Causeway on the 2nd with
one staying for a few days with a
drake Scaup x Tufted Duck hybrid
whilst a first year female was in
front of Leyster Hide on the 16th.
A second winter Mediterranean
Gull was reported on the 6th and
a Tawny Owl was calling the next
morning from near the South
Lagoon. Marsh Harriers
continued to be seen almost daily
with at least three on the 8th and
by the end of the month the male
was re-establishing his territory
on the North Lagoon. Other
raptor sightings included both
Red Kite and another Merlin on
the 14th. A cold snap produced
significant numbers of Redwings
and Fieldfares on the Grazing
Meadow mid month and, perhaps
more surprisingly, three
Chiffchaffs were feeding
together in trees on the Island on
the 18th and near Oak Hide on
the 29th. A White-fronted
Goose joined the feral flocks on
Fremnall’s Field on the 19th.
Goosander numbers were
generally low with the highest
count being seven on the 21st
when a lone Bewick’s Swan
swam round the reservoir calling
forlornly. A solitary Golden
Plover was with the Lapwing on

the ice off the Causeway on the
23rd and was still there on the
25th and a drake Red-crested
Pochard was between the lagoons
on the 24th when a Bittern was
photographed from the Roy
Widgery Screen on the North
Lagoon. A Peregrine was seen on a
couple of occasions during the last
week and four Woodcock were
put up from the woods at the back
of the West Bank on the 30th.

February
Water levels continued to rise and
by the beginning of the month
“Atlantis” had disappeared and
there was little exposed mud left
on the West Bank. On the 2nd a
Peregrine was bathing off the
Causeway whilst another circled
the Lagoons, mobbed briefly by a
Merlin. Brighter and windier
weather on the 3rd encouraged
Common Buzzards to be more
active and nine were on the wing
in various parts of the reservoir.
The following morning the Scaup
x Tufted Duck hybrid reappeared
with three Scaup including one
drake which was regularly recorded
over the next few days. On the 5th,
clearing fog mid morning revealed
a Red-necked Grebe from Point
Hide and 21 Golden Plover landed
with the Lapwing until flushed by
a juvenile Peregrine. A Ringed
Plover on the 11th and two Knot
the next day were unusual given
the time of year but, otherwise,
the wader population at this time
consisted of three Ruff, a
Black-tailed Godwit, a few Green
Sandpipers and some 300
Lapwing. Goosanders in recent
years have been arriving late and
leaving early in the day but the
WeBS count found 15 on the 12th.
Water levels presumably
accounted for the low numbers of
diving duck but Teal seemed to
enjoy the remaining exposed areas
with over 600 feeding outside the
hides. Red-crested Pochard
numbers start to build up in early
spring and five were between the
lagoons on the18th. The next
morning a female Marsh Harrier
joined the male in display over the
North lagoon and Common
Buzzards were out in force again
on the 26th and 27th with eight
soaring at the same time.

March
Oystercatchers have attempted to
breed on the Island for the last
couple of years and a pair duly
arrived on the 11th. A third bird was
present the next day and again on
the 30th. Also on the 11th, a Bittern
was seen again on the North
Lagoon, three Green Sandpipers
were still on the South and the first
singing Chiffchaffs were to be
heard; their numbers increased
rapidly over the month with at least
22 singing in the West Bank woods
on the 30th. Two Peregrines, an
adult and a juvenile, put in
occasional appearances mid-month
and up to ten Goosanders were still
present whilst Red-crested Pochard
numbers continued to rise with
sixteen near the Inlet on the 17th
and twenty four on the 29th. A
Black-necked Grebe was between
the Lagoons on the 19th and at
least two Brambling were with
Chaffinches near the Rawl Hide. A
pair of Wood Duck added a splash
of colour to the avian population
during the second half of the
month. The first Sand Martins were
reported on the 21st and the first of
many singing Blackcaps on the
29th when a Black-tailed Godwit
was on the Island and a Red Kite
flew over the Fishing Lodge. As
regards mammals, the Red Deer
herd of eight was seen on a couple
of mornings late in the month.

April
The first evening of the month
produced the first Swallow with 50
Sand Martins and two first year

Little Gulls from the Causeway.
Both remained the next morning
when a Red Kite drifted over the
North Lagoon, a drake Mandarin
was near the hides before moving
to the South Lagoon for a few days
and a second female Marsh Harrier
joined the pair. Later in the day
some fifty Swallows were reported
moving through. The first Sedge
Warbler was singing on the 3rd and
four Cetti’s Warblers and a few
Bearded Tits were still to be heard
on the Lagoons. Tern passage on the
9th included 15 Common, three
Sandwich and one Little as well as
an adult Little Gull which lingered
for a few days. A singing Willow
Warbler was also reported and, the
next morning, a Northern
Wheatear posed on the picnic table
on the Fishing Lodge field whilst
two Arctic Terns completed the set.
A Little Ringed Plover flying
through on the 11th was to be
expected but a Great Northern
Diver was more of a surprise, given
the month (this was the second
April record for the site following an
oiled bird in 1978) and how rare
they have become here in recent
years. The following day six
Black-necked Grebes dropped in,
the pair of Oystercatchers chased
another pair off their Island where
they stayed until the month end, a
Grey Plover flew through and a
Reed Warbler was singing on the
South Lagoon. A considerable
number of hirundines, largely Sand
Martins, were present for a few
days from the 13th and another
Red Kite was reported on the 15th

when waders included both Green
and Common Sandpiper and a
Whimbrel. An adult Peregrine was
watched bathing from Point hide
the next morning and a female
Pochard, nasal-saddled in France
and different from the one that has
turned up for the last three years in
May, was on the North Lagoon on
the17th. Two Avocets were on the
island on the 18th and the first of
only two Yellow Wagtails reported
was on the Fishing Lodge field.
Another couple of Whimbrel flew
through the following morning and
an Arctic Tern did the same on the
21st; in murky conditions twenty
were present the next day. By the
end of the third week the female
Marsh Harrier appeared to be
sitting and colder weather on the
24th produced five Black Terns and
another Red Kite. Bitter north winds
meant hirundines were present in
force on the 25th with many more
House Martins in the mix than had
hitherto been the case and the first
Common Swifts arrived that
morning. The first Hobby of the year
was seen on the 26th and the first
Cuckoo was heard the next day. A
pair of Mediterranean Gulls flew
over the Fishing Lodge on the 28th
and a Black-necked Grebe was off
the West Bank on the 29th where
both Green and Common
Sandpipers were again present and
a Tawny Owl was flushed from the
South Lagoon. Finally, south easterly
winds on the last day of the month
brought in 26 Common, two Little
and one Black Tern as well as a
Greenshank.

Langdon Hills and Thameside Nature Park
by Andrew Cox
November
Water birds at Dunton Lake on the
5th comprised ten Mallard, 12
Tufted Duck, seven Moorhens,
two Coots and singles of Grey
Heron and Kingfisher. The last
named was present all month,
with two being seen on the 18th.
Two Common Buzzards were
reported on the 6th, with two
Little Grebes at Dunton on the
10th. At least one of these

remained all month. Wildfowl
numbers had increased by the
12th: 25 Mallard and 25 Tufted
Duck being counted. Also noted
were at least 12 Goldfinches,
six-plus Redwings, a couple of
Fieldfares and four Goldcrest.
Eight Chaffinches visited the
feeders in my garden at Laindon
West. Up on Langdon Hills, the
13th saw Sparrowhawk, two
Green Woodpeckers, four Great

Spotted Woodpeckers, two
Mistle Thrushes, Song Thrush, ten
Goldcrest, 15 Long-tailed Tits,
three Coal Tits, five Nuthatches,
at least one Treecreeper, 18
Goldfinches and two Siskins.
Counts from the Dunton area on
the 16th comprised 121 House
Sparrows, 34 Long-tailed Tits, 33
Blue Tits, 25 Great Tits, 17
Goldcrest, 16 Robins, six Song
Thrushes, 11 Blackbirds and two
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Bullfinches. A Sparrowhawk and
25 Goldfinches were at Dunton
Lake on the 18th, with 22
Redwings around here and the
Plotlands on the 25th. Next day
Langdon Hills held five Green
Woodpeckers, four Nuthatches,
Treecreeper, Coal Tit, at least six
Goldcrest, three Song Thrushes
and 25 Goldfinches. A Peregrine
perched upon a pylon close to
Dunton on the 27th, where two
Lesser Redpolls were reported.
Reports from Thameside began
with a Razorbill on the 4th; also on
the river, next day, were 44
Common Scoters. Two Kittiwakes
were here on the 6th; other records
on this date included 980
Black-tailed Godwits, 320 Avocets
and a Peregrine. Sea ducks
dominated on the 7th- 200
Common Scoter, three Scaup and
a female Long-tailed Duck being
noted. On the 11th there were 20
Brent Geese, Peregrine, two
Kingfishers and 424 Avocets. Eight
Red-breasted Mergansers moved
upriver on the 12th. Next day there
were 20 Knot, seven Little Egrets,
Mediterranean Gull, two
Yellow-legged Gulls, Marsh
Harrier and three Egyptian Geese.
A Woodcock on the 15th was in
addition to 28 Common Snipe,
four Stonechats and a Short-eared
Owl. The Owl appeared again next
day and was seen on several further
dates. Male and female Peregrines,
both adults, were seen on the 17th.
The 19th brought 76 Wigeon, 332
Teal, 44 Shoveler, 42 Pochard, 131
Tufted Duck, two Scaup (both
females) and seven Goldeneyes
(male and six females). Waders
included 36 Ringed Plover, 22 Grey
Plover, 167 Lapwing, 789
Black-tailed Godwits, 60 Curlews,
93 Common Redshanks and a
Green Sandpiper; also present
were a Common Buzzard, two
Kestrels and an adult
Mediterranean Gull. Dunlin
numbered 670 on the 20th, when
eight Turnstones were seen. A
little Gull was noted from the river
on the 23rd, as were 11 Common
Scoters. Peregrine and Water Rail
were joined next day by eight
Kittiwakes, 113 Stock Doves and
23 Fieldfares. An increase in
Dunlin on the 25th saw 980 on the
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mudflats; two days later, the river
featured 27 Common Scoters and a
female Goldeneye, while a pair of
Bramblings appeared close to the
visitor centre. Reports on the 28th
included 18 Common Snipe and a
Corn Bunting.

December
A Tawny Owl calling at Laindon
West on the 5th was notable; it
continued to frequent the area for a
couple of weeks, being last heard on
the 18th. Two Tawny Owls were
reported from the Langdon Reserve
on the 8th, along with eight
Fieldfares and 70 Redwings. Two
days later the Dunton Lake/
Plotlands held Sparrowhawk,
Green Woodpecker, Mistle Thrush,
two Song Thrush and 25 Goldfinch;
of greatest interest was a Water
Rail, emerging from the tangled
vegetation fringing parts of the lake.
It was heard calling at dusk the
following day. Three Fieldfares were
recorded from Laindon West on the
11th, while at least three were
present on Langdon Hills on the
17th, as were three Green
Woodpeckers, at least three Song
Thrushes, 30 Redwings, at least ten
each of Goldcrest and Long-tailed
Tit; and a Treecreeper. The 19th
saw ten Fieldfares and 25
Redwings at the Plotlands while up
on Langdon Hills, on Christmas Eve,
were three Green Woodpeckers,
four Great Spotted Woodpeckers,
Nuthatch and Treecreeper. Ten
each of Chaffinch and Goldfinch
gathered at my feeders in Laindon
West. A Kestrel was noted from

Brambling (Andrew stroud)

Dunton next day. A Boxing Day
walk on Langdon Hills brought
Common Buzzard, Sparrowhawk,
many Stock Doves and Jays, four
Green Woodpeckers, three Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, Mistle
Thrush, four Coal Tits, three
Nuthatches, four Treecreepers and
at least eight Goldfinches. Reports
from the Langdon Reserve towards
the end of the month, on the 28th,
included Tawny Owl, a male Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker, Kingfisher
and Firecrest. Early in the month at
Thameside there were 750
Black-tailed Godwits, 200 Avocets
and 121 Lapwings on the 4th; also
counted on this date were 31
Wigeon, 168 Teal, 46 Shoveler,
42 Pochard, 170 Tufted Duck, five
Goldeneye (one male), a male
Marsh Harrier, Sparrowhawk, 33
Ringed Plover, 23 Grey Plover, 941
Dunlin, 44 Curlew, 47 Common
Redshank, 38 Lapwing and two
Turnstones. Next day 1150
Black-headed Gulls were present
and three Common Scoters were
seen on the river. Common Scoter
had increased to 14 on the 7th,
with 11 Bar-tailed Godwits and
four Stonechats being reported. A
male Marsh Harrier was seen again
next day, while the 10th brought
Peregrine, four Stonechats, at least
three Reed Buntings, 22 Linnets
and mixed flocks totalling over 400
Fieldfares and Redwings. A
Kingfisher and two Water Rails
were noted from Stanford Warren.
Shelduck numbered 212 on the
11th and Wigeon 174. Goldeneye
had increased to 11 on the 18th

(still only one male), when other
records included Peregrine, 173
Avocets, 1189 Dunlin, 1765
Black-tailed Godwits and a
Chiffchaff. Two Peregrines were
reported on the 26th.

January
Sparrowhawk and Kestrel were
present at a frosty Dunton
Plotlands on the 6th, along with
two Green Woodpeckers, 15
Fieldfares, 25 Goldfinches and
three each of Greenfinch and
Bullfinch. At least four Bullfinches
were here on the 15th, while an
immature male Shoveler was on
the lake. Twenty Waxwings were
reported from Laindon on the
16th, although the exact location
remains a mystery (Dunton berry
bushes..). A Shoveler was seen on
the Dunton lake again on the 19th,
as was a Scaup; the sex was not
specified. Next day Langdon Hills
held four Treecreepers, 35-plus
Redwings, at least four Goldcrest
and a Sparrowhawk. The Tawny
Owl was heard (and seen) at
Laindon West in the early evening
of the 23rd; and heard again on the
27th. Two immature male
Shovelers were present on the
Dunton Lake on the 27th, with five
Tufted Ducks. Just a small patch
remained unfrozen. Also here were
three Green Woodpeckers, four
Great Spotted Woodpeckers, two
Stock Doves, 24 Goldfinch, a
solitary Lesser Redpoll, at least
three Bullfinches, seven-plus
Fieldfares and two Song
Thrushes. A Woodcock was also
reported. Two Treecreepers were
in Hall Wood, Langdon Hills on the
29th. Reports from Thameside on
New Year’s Day included seven
Common Scoters, seven
Goldeneye, a Marsh Harrier, 1250
Dunlin, 33 Brent Geese, 26
Cormorants and a Stonechat.
Black-tailed Godwits numbered
320 on the 3rd, while five Gannets
(four adults and a juvenile) were
seen on the river next day. The 5th
saw 17 Common Scoters,
Peregrine, 35 Ringed Plovers and
a Kingfisher noted. A Peregrine
was seen again on the 7th, with 22
Common Scoters and 343
Avocets on the 8th. The same
count of Common Scoters was
made next day, with 252 Wigeon

and 374 Teal. Three Stonechats
were here on the 10th, while 500
Common Gulls flew upriver on
the 12th, when a Woodcock was
also seen. A Red Kite was reported
on the 16th; other records on this
date comprised 95 Greylag Geese,
150 Shelduck, nine Goldeneye
(one male), Sparrowhawk, Water
Rail, a Kittiwake, 95 Stock Doves,
25 Goldfinch and four
Turnstones. Kingfisher and male
Marsh Harrier were seen on the
19th. Next day there was a male
Pintail and two Stonechats. The
Stonechats were seen again on
the 23rd and 25th, while a Marsh
Harrier was recorded on the 26th
and 27th; also on the 27th were
five Pintails (three males and two
females) and five Gadwall (also
three males and two females).

February
Three Shovelers and a male
Pochard appeared on the Dunton
Lake on the 3rd; fifteen Tufted
Ducks were more typical and a
Kingfisher was also here. Records
from Langdon Hills generally on
this date included Common
Buzzard, six Green Woodpeckers,
seven Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, Mistle Thrush,
Coal Tit, Goldcrest, three each of
Nuthatch and Treecreeper, 25
Goldfinches and three
Bullfinches. Two days later there
were two singing Coal Tits and at
least seven singing Song Thrushes.
Great Tits and Dunnocks in Song
provided further intimations of
approaching spring. Shovelers had
increased to four on the 10th, all
immature males. Four Bullfinches
in the Plotlands comprised two
pairs. The Dunton Plotlands
featured again on the 18th- three
Green Woodpeckers, at least four
Great Spotted Woodpeckers,
11-plus Long-tailed Tits and
six-plus Song Thrushes. A Skylark
sang somewhere above the
adjacent farmland. Goldfinches
had increased to 65- 40 feeding
high in the mature elms at the top
of the ridge and 25 in alders by the
lake. Tufted Ducks on the lake
itself now numbered 21, while six
Bullfinches included two pairs
associating together in Lincewood.
A Red Kite circled above the
Plotlands on the 24th, drifting

east. Some 40-50 Goldfinches
were again divided between ridge
top elms and lake alders. Two
Siskins (scarce this winter), a male
and female, were present with the
latter. Other records included 13
Redwings and a Treecreeper. Two
Brent Geese were seen from
Thameside on the 5th; other
wildfowl counts comprised 232
Wigeon, 152 Teal, 118 Shelduck,
108 Tufted Duck and 11 Common
Scoters. Also here were a Marsh
Harrier, 31 Ringed Plover, 887
Avocet, 893 Black-tailed Godwits
and 4338 Dunlin. A Marsh Harrier
was seen again on the 10th; as
were 11 Pintails (six males and
five females). The 11th saw 20
Common Snipe present. Next day
there were 314 Wigeon, 1125
Black-tailed Godwit and 79
Common Redshanks. A Shorteared Owl on the 14th was in
addition to a ringtail Hen Harrier.
Next day sightings included
Kittiwake, three Arctic Skuas,
20-plus Skylarks and three
Stonechats. Counts on the 19th
comprised six Goldeneye (one
male), 1321 Avocet, 1061
Black-tailed Godwits, 115
Common Redshanks and ten
Turnstones. A Short-eared Owl
was seen again on the 21st, with
seven Pintails next day. There were
30-plus Meadow Pipits on the
24th, with two Stonechats and
two Reed Buntings also noted.

March
At least 16 Redwings could be
seen around the Dunton Plotlands,
a remnant of the outgoing winter.
More spring-like were ten Song
Thrushes, six of them singing
males. Other records included a
Treecreeper, 20 Goldfinches and
at least two Bullfinches. Next day,
up on Langdon Hills were a
Sparrowhawk, eight-plus Green
Woodpeckers, six-plus Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, two
Nuthatches, two Treecreepers, a
singing male Coal Tit and a Mistle
Thrush. On the 7th there were
two Common Buzzards, one-two
Sparrowhawks, many Stock
Doves, five Green Woodpeckers,
at least seven Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, a few Goldcrest,
two male Coal Tits, two
Nuthatches and two Bullfinches.
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A Great Crested Grebe graced the
lake at Dunton. Counts from the
Dunton area next day included 28
Blue Tits and 27 Great Tits. A
Kestrel was noted here on the
10th, with a male Pochard on the
lake, at least 13 Long-tailed Tits
and a Skylark singing above the
adjacent farmland. A singing
Blackcap could be heard in
Lincewood; as could a singing
Treecreeper. Two Coal Tits were
notable in this location. A Tawny
Owl was calling again from Laindon
West on the 16th and 17th, at
around 10:00 pm on both evenings.
On the 17th, the Dunton Lake held
a Mute Swan, two Canada Geese
and four Greylag Geese. Five
Common Buzzards were in the air:
three over Lincewood, the other
two in the distance above Westley
Heights. A Woodcock flushed from
the new orchard at Dunton; other
records included at least eight
singing Chiffchaffs, up to 20
Goldfinches, at least four
Greenfinches and two Bullfinches.
A Barn Owl was reported as being
seen recently. Up around Westley
Heights on the 18th were
Sparrowhawk, four Green
Woodpeckers, eight Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, a
Nuthatch, three Treecreepers, four
Coal Tits and at least three
Goldcrest. A Kestrel was noted
hovering over the ridge field at
Dunton next day. In spite of the
unpromising cold, Grey conditions
on the 24th, Dunton sightings
included two Common Buzzards,
three Green and three Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, a singing
Mistle Thrush, at least ten
Goldfinches, five Greenfinches
and five Bullfinches. These last
comprised two pairs plus another
bird calling unseen nearby. At least
seven Goldfinches ate nyger seed
and sunflower hearts in my garden
at Laindon West. Six Greenfinches
were noted at Dunton on the 26th.
Next day real harbingers of spring
were noted from Dunton, in the
shape of a couple of male
brimstone butterflies. The 30th saw
three male Blackcaps here, with at
least three Bullfinches. Another
pair of Bullfinches were present in
Laindon West, close to the railway
line. On the last day of the month,
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a long walk around parts of the
Langdon Reserve and Westley
Heights Country Park brought two
Sparrowhawks, many Stock Doves,
at least six Green Woodpeckers,
nine Great Spotted Woodpeckers,
two Coal Tits, two Goldcrest, a pair
of Treecreepers and five
Nuthatches (two pairs plus a
singing male). The first Swallow of
spring flew across the Plotlands on
the early evening, when two
Bullfinches were in Lincewood.
Counts from Thameside on the 4th
included 305 Wigeon, 253 Teal,
two Pintails (pair) and 20 Common
Scoters; Black-tailed Godwits
numbered over 2300, with 200
Avocets also present. Other records
included a Red Kite, two Marsh
Harriers, Barn Owl, Short-eared
Owl, a male Stonechat and 30
Linnets. A Peregrine was noted
next day. A Hen Harrier was of
interest on the 7th; other raptors
seen on this date were a Marsh
Harrier, Common Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk, Kestrel and
Short-eared Owl. A Red-legged
Partridge was seen and there were
13 Common Snipe plus two
Stonechats. A Short-eared Owl
was seen again on the 10th, with a
Barn Owl and five Kingfishers
reported from Stanford Warren on
the 13th. Curlews numbered 54 on
the 15th, with four singing Corn
Buntings being reported. A Hen
Harrier (ringtail) was seen again on
the 17th; also noted were a male
Marsh Harrier, two Green
Woodpeckers, a pair of Stonechats
and a solitary Bar-tailed Godwit.
Two Egyptian Geese were seen on
the 19th, with a single Barnacle
Goose, five Little Grebes, four
Great Crested Grebes, 242 Dunlin
and 151 Common Redshanks. The
first Wheatears were reported on
the 20th and 22nd; the last date
could also show 15 Skylarks, 1420
Black-tailed Godwits and five
Pintails (three males and two
females). Black-tailed Godwit
numbers had climbed to 3200 next
day, with eight Knots and another
Wheatear noted. The 24th saw 20
Fieldfares hanging on into spring; a
Peregrine was seen two days later,
when five Pintails were again
present. Black-tailed Godwit
numbers remained high, with 2684

counted on the mudflats, where
227 Common Redshanks were also
counted.

April
The Laindon West Tawny Owl
made one of its sporadic
appearances on the 1st. A Common
Buzzard was noted from Langdon
Hills on the 2nd, with three seen at
One Tree Hill next day. An
immature Mute Swan swam upon
the Dunton Lake on the 7th; other
records included two Green
Woodpeckers, six Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, at least five Song
Thrushes, six-plus Goldfinch, a
male Bullfinch and three Reed
Buntings. These last comprised a
pair having an altercation with
another male; seen near the lake
and shortly after, close to the visitor
centre. Sitting in my garden in
Laindon West afterwards, a
Peregrine was seen overhead, as
were a Sparrowhawk and three
(possibly six) Common Buzzards.
Four Linnets flew over. A return to
the Plotlands in the warmth of
afternoon brought plenty of
butterflies – three male Brimstones,
five male Orange Tips, three or four
Peacocks, two each of Comma,
Small Tortoiseshell and Speckled
Wood and a Small White. A similar
selection was reported from
Coombe Wood on Langdon Hills.
Green-veined White was noted
next day, as was a singing
Goldcrest and a pair of Bullfinch.
On the 9th, Langdon Hills held four
Green Woodpeckers, at least four
Great Spotted Woodpeckers, four
Nuthatches and two Mistle
Thrush. Six Bullfinches were in the
Plotlands/Lincewood area on the
14th, when a Willow Warbler was
singing. Next day four singing
Willow Warblers could be heard
around Langdon Hills; also here
were eight Green Woodpeckers,
three Nuthatches, two
Treecreepers, two Bullfinches, two
Common Whitethroats and a male
Sparrowhawk. Butterflies included
five orange tips and two red
admirals. Two Barn Owls were
reported from the Lincewood area.
There were two Greenfinches and
one or two Lesser Whitethroats at
Dunton on the 19th. A Small
Copper butterfly was reported. Up
on Langdon Hills a male Lesser

Tawny Owl (keith overall)

Spotted Woodpecker was in
Coombe Wood on the 21st,
drumming and calling and showing
well. Another good record
concerned a female Ring Ouzel
feeding in a paddock close to
Westley Heights. Also recorded
were three or four Mistle
Thrushes, many Blackcaps,
Willow Warbler, two male
Goldcrest, three to four
Treecreepers and a pair of
Linnets. Next day three Common
Buzzards, a Sparrowhawk, four
Green Woodpeckers, three

Mersea Island
November
The month started with 17
Red-legged Partridges on Strood
Hill, nine Eider at West Mersea and
three Stonechat at Maydays. The
next day four Whooper Swans
and a Grey Wagtail off Coopers
Beach, a Red Kite flew over
Cudmore Grove Country Park on
its way to Old Hall, also at the Park
the Water Rail was showing well
at the pond. Four Common Scoter
offshore and four White-fronted
Geese on the flooded fields. The
next day two Snow Buntings on
Stone Point, they also showed up
to the 7th, and a Shag was seen off
Victoria Esplanade on the 5th. Very

Nuthatches (three territories), five
Swallows and a male Bullfinch
were all noted. Four Lesser
Whitethroats were reported from
the Dunton area on the 26th; 26
Blue Tits and 17 Great Tits were
counted. The Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker was still present and
active on the 28th; other records
included three or four singing
Goldcrest, a singing Coal Tit and
at least three Goldfinches.
Butterflies noted on the 29th
included Comma, Orange Tip and
Speckled Wood, with Brimstone
seen earlier in the week. A Hobby
was hunting across the Dunton
ridge in the afternoon. Common
Buzzard, Kestrel and
Sparrowhawk were also noted, as
were singing Lesser Whitethroat
and Garden Warbler. A Linnet
flew over. Earlier in the day, three
Common Buzzards and a
Sparrowhawk appeared over
Laindon West; and the first Swift
of the year was overhead. Waders
at Thameside on the 1st included
60 Dunlin and 57 Curlews, with
singles of Whimbrel and Little
Stint; four Pintails comprised two
pairs. Next day eight Pintails were
present, along with seven Great
Crested Grebes, six Little Grebes,
five Common Scoters, three
Common Buzzards and an
impressive 3121 Black-tailed
Godwits. Counts on the 5th

included 126 Avocets and 290
Common Redshanks; seven
Pintails were still here. By the 9th
there were 1300 Black-tailed
Godwits and three Pintails, with
eight Great Crested Grebes, two
Reed Warblers and singles of
Lesser Whitethroat and Willow
Warbler. A male Stonechat on
the 20th was in addition to a
Wheatear. A Cuckoo was at
Stanford Warren. The 21st saw a
solitary Bar-tailed Godwit
resplendent in summer plumage;
seven Whimbrels flew in off the
river and over the hide, making for
the area of managed retreat. Small
birds included many Linnets and
several Common Whitethroats.
Ten Bar-tailed Godwits on the
23rd, with 427 Black-tailed
Godwits also present. Other
records comprised 84 Teal, nine
Great Crested Grebes, six Little
Grebes, four Whimbrel, two
Mediterranean Gulls, two
Common Terns, three Cuckoos,
21 Sand Martins, 18 Swallows, six
Reed Warblers and a Wheatear.
Eight Little Grebes on the 30th
were in addition to a selection of
waders: 13 Ringed Plover, eight
Grey Plover, 31 Dunlin, a solitary
Knot, three Whimbrel, a
Greenshank and just 11 Blacktailed Godwits. There were also
76 Common Terns, two Cuckoos
and a male Stonechat.

by Steve Entwistle
hard to see the two+ Lapland
Buntings showed from the
seawall, along the Strood Channel,
from the 8th to the year end - you
needed to know the call for any
luck. On the 10th two Scaup off
Stone Point, a Pale-bellied Brent,
a Black Brant, Water Rail and an
adult Mediterranean Gull off
Monkey Steps and a Brambling at
the park. The Glossy Ibis on the
Saltings along the Strood Channel
on the 10th, seen at odd times
throughout the month, and the
Black Brant showed best from the
public car park at Coast Road, next
to the Hammer Head Pier, until
the month end. On the 13th eight

Waxwings in the car park at the
park briefly, and odd ones showed
on and off until the 15th. On the
18th at the park a Merlin and a
Peregrine, on the 20th a Bearded
Tit, Kingfisher and a Green
Sandpiper along the Strood
Channel. A male Goosander flew
over East Mersea and a Great
Northern Diver and seven Eider
seen off Beach Road West Mersea.
On the 13th Langenhoe roost had
13 Marsh Harriers and there were
eight Siskins at the park. Five
Cranes off the Park, flying from
Colne Point to Bradwell, on the
26th and a Scaup, six Common
Scoter, three Velvet Scoter in the
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mouth of the Colne, seen from
East Mersea. On the 29th a
juvenile Icelandic Gull seen from a
boat off West Mersea, five
Slavonian Grebes and 12
Common Scoter off the park. The
month ended with a Little Gull off
Stone Point.

December
The month started with Glossy
Ibis, two+ Lapland Buntings and
Green Sandpiper seen from the
seawall along the Strood on and
off until month end. A Chiffchaff
(Golf House) a pair of Stonechats
(Ivy Docks) a Grey Wagtail and six
Corn Buntings (Maydays) on the
2nd. A Long-tailed Duck showed
for two days off the oyster
fisheries from the 5th to 7th. Also
on the 5th a Great Northern
Diver, two Whooper Swans and
200 Great Crested Grebes off
West Mersea, at nearby
Chapman’s Lane eight Grey
Partridge seen. A mega on the 8th
was a full coloured male Darkeyed Junco in a private garden,
seen by only a few for a couple of
hours only (not me) access was
arranged for the next day but no
luck - most are only one day
sightings. A Short-eared Owl
(Maydays) on the 10th, the four
White-fronted Geese, 1000
Wigeon at the park, a Little Gull
off West Mersea on the 11th. The
next day 15 Red-throated Divers,
three Slavonian Grebes and eight
Common Scoter off the park. A
Black-necked Grebe off West
Mersea, a Woodcock (Park) and the

four White-fronted Geese were
on Reeves Hall Marsh on the 21st.
Four Red-throated Divers (Park)
on 28th. The month ended with 45
White-fronted Geese flying over
the Park.

January
The month started with a Merlin,
two Lapland Buntings, one pair
Stonechats, Kingfisher, Green
Sandpiper and the Glossy Ibis
seen from the Strood Channel
seawall. A Black-throated Diver
off the Park showed there for over
a week and seven Red-legged
Partridges (Bromans Lane). A
Tawny Owl was found sitting out
in the open and could be seen well
from the road, it showed well for a
nearly a month until a
photographer was seen walking
down hedge waiting for it to come
out, it has not been seen there
since. On the 4th two Water Rail
(Pond) and six Lapland Buntings
at dusk on main field at park, also
17 Red-breasted Mergansers,
Great Northern Diver, Shag and
11 Sanderlings off West Mersea.
The next day off the park a Velvet
Scoter, eight Slavonian Grebes,
27 Red-breasted Mergansers and
ten Common Scoter, a Cetti’s
Warbler - a full time resident at
the Park Pond for the last couple of
years - showed on the 6th. On the
8th two Shags, two Great
Northern Divers and four
Red-throated Divers were seen
off the Victoria Esplanade Seafront,
also at the Golf House East Mersea
a Ruff showed for a couple of

hours only. The Glossy Ibis and one
Lapland Bunting were seen from
the Strood Seawall on the10th, on
the 15th from near the Dabchicks
Sailing Club the Black Brant, a
Pale-bellied Brent and two distant
Long-tailed Ducks were seen. On
the 16th along the Pyefleet 1000+
Knot, 700+ Brent, 500+ Teal, 100+
Black-tailed Godwits, Kingfisher
and Rock Pipit. Seen the same day
off the Victoria Esplanade were four
Great Northern Divers, three
Scaup, ten Pintail and a Common
Scoter. A Guillemot started to
show for just over a week off East
Mersea on the 18th. On the 27th
there were 25 Fieldfares along
Chapman’s Lane, six Barnacle
Geese (Pyefleet) and 35 Pintail
behind Peewit Island.

February
A Black Brant in with 800 Brent
Geese on Reeves Hall Marsh and an
Eider on the Colne on the 1st. 1000
Wigeon, 300 Teal and 100
Redshank on the grazing fields at
the Park on the 2nd. On the 4th
near the Golf House pools two
Stonechats. The next day a
Black-necked Grebe, two
Mediterranean Gulls, Great
Northern Diver off Kingsland Road,
Glossy lbis (Strood) and a Lapland
Bunting flew over Coopers Beach.
On the 7th two Black-necked
Grebes off West Mersea Beach. A
male Goldeneye off Maydays Point
on the 12th, a pair of Scaup off
Victoria Esplanade on the 14th. On
the 19th, at the Langenhoe roost,
14 Marsh Harriers counted, a Barn
Owl behind the oyster fisheries,
two Chiffchaff and a Siskin
recorded at West Mersea. The first
Adders, with four seen at the Park
on the 20th. On the 26th two
Great Northern Divers (Kingsland
Road) seven Common Scoter (off
the Park) 40+ Fieldfare and 30+
Redwings at the youth camp, 50+
Pintail off Reeves Hall. The month
ended with a Kingfisher (Strood
Seawall) and Black Brant (Coast
Road).

March

Dark-eyed Junco (Steve grimwade)
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The month started with 122 Pintail
along the Pyefleet on the 1st. On
the 4th a Guillemot off East
Mersea. The first sighting of
Glaucous Gull was from Stone

Point the same day. The next day
the Black Brant seen again Coast
Road Carpark. On the 8th the
Glaucous Gull (now a 3rd winter)
seen following a ship midday flying
towards Bradwell. On the 10th it
went to roost on Rat Island, the
next day it was on the mud in the
evening off Brightlingsea, seen
from the Park, then off to roost Rat
Island again, only seen once more
on the 19th on Rat Island. On the
12th a Cetti’s Warbler seen well in
the borrow dyke next to oyster
fisheries, same day a female
Pochard ,11 Tufted Ducks on the
Park Pond, a Green Sandpiper
(Strood). Next day a Kingfisher,
two Marsh Harriers, two Buzzards
(Strood) on the 15th a Shorteared Owl at Maydays. A Firecrest
and the first Blackcap at the park
on the 21st, the Firecrest was
relocated the next day. A Black
Redstart showed briefly around
the boats near Dabchicks Sailing
Club on the 24th. The 26th a full

summer Black-necked Grebe
along the Pye Fleet, three
Chiffchaffs at the park the same
day. The month ended with a
Wheatear on the 30th and next
day a Willow Warbler at the park.

April
A Blackcap and four Chiffchaffs
(Park). A Common Tern (River
Colne off Stone Point). On the
12th a male Ring Ouzel was found
at 11am and seen up till 6.30pm,
in the fields north of Horse
Paddocks from the Golf House
East Mersea. A Whitethroat near
oyster fisheries and four Common
Terns. The next day eight
Wheatear and two male Ring
Ouzels found in the same field
they showed well up until the 19th
and seen by plenty of birders. The
Glossy Ibis, Nightingale, Blackcap
and Lesser Whitethroat seen Rat
Island on the 21st. On the 23rd
two Whimbrel, three Yellow
Wagtails, Hobby, two Reed
Warblers, seven House Martins,

Avocet (stuart anderson)

six Swallows, three Whitethroats
seen at Maydays. Along the Strood
channel seawall on the same day
one Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler,
Yellow Wagtail, two Common
Terns, six adult Mediterranean
Gulls, ten Swallows, Wheatear
and five Whimbrel. The first Swift
(Strood) on the 25th. The report /
month ended with two Wheatears,
two Lesser Whitethroats, seven
Whitethroats, Chiffchaff, four
Blackcaps at the Park, also ten+
House Martins at Maydays Farm.

Metropolitan Essex (LNHS area) by Howard Vaughan
November 2016
Two Bitterns were regularly seen
on Seventy Acres Lake in the Lee
Valley with the first Smew on
Friday Lake on the 10th along with
a few Goosander and Goldeneye.
Ten more Goosander were on the
KGV (13th) along with two
Slavonian Grebes (26th) and a
Rock Pipit (2nd). Walthamstow
Reservoir also recorded two the
same day with Little Gull and
Black-necked Grebe on the 22nd
being the highlights. A peak count
of 43 Mandarins was counted on
Connaught Water on both the 4th
and 28th with Goosander and
Smew present too along with a
Hawfinch on the 7th. Another
Hawfinch was seen on Woodford
Green on the 12th with a Cattle
Egret over there on the 6th. A
Goosander at Fairlop Waters on
the 12th was a good record for the
site and likewise was a Goldeneye
at Mayesbrook Park on the 4th.
Three Waxwings were seen briefly

in Collier Row on the 3rd and a
Short-eared Owl was on
Wanstead Flats the same day with
Jack Snipe on the 10th and a
Merlin there on the 28th.
Woodcock were seen at several
sites and a Jack Snipe was seen in
the Ingrebourne Valley (19th) with
two more at West Thurrock
Marshes along with 11 Avocet and
a Kittiwake on the 24th. Further
up river a late Ring Ouzel was at
Gallions Reach (6th) along with six
Scoter (26th) and Brent Goose
and Merlin (30th). Immature
Caspian Gulls continued to be
seen between the Thames Barrier
Park and the mouth of the Lee and
have been offering great views. The
only Red Kite was over Coopersale
on the 25th and a female
Goshawk went through
Gunpowder Park on the 18th.
December 2016
Wanstead Flats got the month of
to a great start with Yellowbrowed Warbler from the 7th that

spent into the New Year working
its way around the island in
Alexandra Lake. Firecrests were
seen in the nearby Wanstead Park,
Hatch Wood and Mardyke Valley
while there seem to be a good
number of Chiffchaffs wintering
with up to a dozen around Beckton
STW. A Treecreeper was a very
good find at Fairlop Waters and a
Short-eared Owl became fairly
regular there from the 19th. At
least one Bittern continued to be
seen at Seventy Acres lake along
with up to 18 Goosander and a
single Smew. Both species were
also seen at Connaught Water with
three Goosanders also in Weald
Park from the 27th. Both the male
Scaup and Black-necked Grebe
remained at Walthamstow
Reservoirs and a Caspian Gull was
seen there on the 28th. Some
serious gulling between the
Thames Barrier Park and Lyle Park
revealed at least five different
Caspian, ten Yellow-legged and
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an adult Mediterranean Gull.
Three Red-crested Pochards were
on Hollow Pond (19th) and a
single Scoter was on the Girling
(14th). Mandarin numbers seem
to have been dropping in recent
years in Epping Forest so counts of
26 at Strawberry Hill Pond and 30
at Connaught Water were
encouraging. Two Waxwings were
seen in the Mar Dyke (9th) with
another over Walthamstow (30th)
and eight in Harold Hill (from
31st). Perhaps we will get a
Waxwing Winter after all? A skein
of 44 White-fronts overflew
Upminster on the 2nd with two
more with the Greylags in the Mar
Dyke on the 26th. Down on the
Thames at West Thurrock Marshes
there were ten Avocet, 1400
Dunlin, two Grey Plover and two
Jack Snipe on the 24th with
another Jack Snipe in the
Ingrebourne Valley the same day.
The Rainham Marshes Hen Harrier
went roaming on 11th and was
seen at Gallions Reach and Barking
Bay before returning to the
reserve.

January
The Yellow-browed Warbler on
Wanstead Flats did the decent
thing and stayed until the 4th
while Firecrests were seen there
and at Fairlop Waters, Bedfords
Park and Grays Gorge. Up to 30
Chiffchaffs seem to be wintering
around the Beckton STW /
Creekmouth area along with two
Black Redstarts and at least one
Siberian Chiffchaff. Another Sibe
was seen at Fairlop on the 6th
while a third Black Redstart was at
Walthamstow Filter Beds from the
13th. This site held the most
surreal sighting of the month with
a Swallow hawking for insects
from the 25th-28th. Crazy stuff...
The Reservoirs there also did quite
well with the wintering male
Scaup throughout, two Blacknecked Grebes (4th),
Mediterrannean Gull (17th), Red
Kite (24th) and a high of 44
roosting Little Egrets. A 1st winter
Glaucous Gull present there on
the 28th and 29th had previously
been seen at Barking Bay (20th),
Creekmouth (22nd) and then at
Rainham on the 26th. A 2nd winter
bird was also seen over the
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Snipe (david hale)

Olympic Park on the 21st. Further
up the Lee Valley a Bittern
continued to be seen at Seventy
Acres Lake along with a pair of
Smew and several Goosander. A
sickly Slavonian Grebe was seen
there on the 27th. A Red Kite was
over Cornmill Meadows on the
10th and there were several
records from the top end of Epping
Forest where there were 12
Brambling at High Beech on the
14th. A Slavonian Grebe joined up
to six Black-necks on the Wm
Girling Reservoir from the 28th
and a single Russian White-front
was with Greylags at Netherhall
on the 24th. The first Bittern of
the season was seen in the
Ingrebourne Valley on the 24th
and a Great Grey Shrike gave
everyone the run around there
from the 5th with sightings of
Scaup (21st) and Merlin (26th)
making for some good birding.
Another Red Kite was seen over
Fairlop on the 15th and two
Short-eared and Little Owls were
seen with some regularity. Gulling
on the Inner Thames continued to
produce results with at least ten
different Caspian Gulls being seen
between the Thames Barrier and
the mouth of the River Lee and the
birds here are offering superb
views. And then there were the
Waxwings. The first was a
singleton over Leyton on the 1st
followed by a small but increasing
flock in Harold Hill that eventually
peaked at 35 on the 10th. Similarly
there were 25 in Aveley on the
22nd and at least 75 were roaming
Lakeside and Chafford Hundred in
several groups on the 27th.

Forty-six in Collier Row from the
28th rounded things off nicely.

February
Waxwings were ever popular in
February starting with 46 around
Collier Row on the 1st with 30 still
in Harold Hill the same day.
Around 50 moved between various
sites in Hornchurch for the
remainder of the month clearing
the remaining berries. Bramblings
were seen in the Ingrebourne
Valley, Highams Park and up to 13
were around Chindits Lane in
Warley while Firecrests remained
at Warley, Bedfords Park, Woodford
Green and Warren Gorge. Two
Bitterns at last made an
appearance in the Ingrebourne
Valley with another in Warren
Gorge (8th) and the usual Seventy
Acres bird in the Lee Valley where
up to four each of Smew and
Goosander were seen. The
Goosefields at Fishers Green
attracted 14 Russian Whitefronts on the 7th with three
staying till the 18th. A Great
White Egret was seen in the
Mardyke (8th) and the male Scaup
remained throughout on
Walthamstow Reservoir with
Black Redstart (2nd), Caspian
Gull (26th) and Siberian
Chiffchaff (26th-27th) adding
interest. The nearby KGV had a
Black-necked Grebe on the 12th
and the Girling still had seven
Black-necks and the Slavonian
Grebe the following day. Up to 14
Goosanders were seen at Weald
Park and the Red Kite there on the
10th was one of six or so sightings
locally. About ten different

Caspian Gulls were again seen
along the Thames between
Creekmouth and Leamouth along
with the several Mediterranean
and Yellow-legged Gulls. Other
Mediterraneans were noted in
South Park, Walthamstow
Reservoir and on Wanstead Flats.
Two Short-eared Owls remained
at Fairlop Waters CP and another
was in the Ingrebourne on the
24th. Wintering Common
Sandpipers were seen on the
Reservoirs, Bow Creek and at
Creekmouth and seven
Turnstones were at Grays on the
3rd. Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
started to become vocal with
reports from three different sites.

March
Waxwings were still to be found in
the Hornchurch / Rainham area all
month with a roving group of up
to 29 popping up almost into April.
Walthamstow Reservoir had a
great month that started with a
White-front on the 1st and
Caspian Gull the next day. The
Scaup stayed throughout and a
Siberian Chiffchaff lingered and
even sang while the first Sand
Martin was seen on the 6th. The
draining of reservoir no.5 drew in
Black-tailed Godwit, Avocet,
Grey Plover and Little Ringed
Plovers along with a male
Garganey (29th). Four Little Gull
moved through on the 11th and
two Kittiwake did likewise on the
22nd. The first Sedge Warbler was
back on the 30th. Up the Lea Valley
a drake Smew and two Blacknecked Grebes stayed on the KGV
till mid-month and a
Scandinavian Rock Pipit was
there on the 11th. A White
Wagtail (9th) and Ring Ouzel

Redstart (liz huxley)

(28th) were seen at Sewardstone
Marsh and at the south end of the
Valley there were four Little
Ringed Plovers in the Olympic
Park (25th). An Avocet in the
Ingrebourne Valley on the 28th
was an exceptional record and
this site also held a good number
of passage Green Sandpipers and
a pair on Red Crested Pochards.
Another female was noted on
Wanstead Park till the 1st and this
site also nabbed the first local
Wheatear on the 11th. A
Siberian Chiffchaff was seen
again at Creekmouth where a
Caspian Gull lingered and two
more were still around Thames
Barrier Park till the 23rd. A new
first-winter was also seen on
eagle Pond on the 3rd. Nearby a
Great White Egret was seen over
Gallions Reach on the 12th with a
Kittiwake there on the 23rd. A
few Sand Martins dribbled in and
a Willow Warbler was early at
Fairlop Waters CP from the 19th.
A Merlin was seen near
Upminster (9th) and the first
Yellow Wagtail was over the
same site on the 30th. Ravens
were seen over Warley on a
couple of occasions and four
Firecrest territories were found
there with other passage birds in
Wanstead Park and at
Sewardstone. A few Redwings
and Siskins were on the move
and four Crossbills were over
Weald Park on the 5th. An Osprey
spent two days on Orsett Fen on
the 30th-31st and Red Kites
seem to be here to stay now with
over 40 sightings across the area
including groups of up to seven in
the Epping area and five along the
post-glacial ridge. Happy days...

April
The Lee Valley fared well during
April with low water levels on
no.5 Walthamstow Reservoir
attracting a good selection of
waders including Whimbrel,
Black-tailed Godwits, Dunlin
and Grey Plover. The Siberian
Chiffchaff was still there on the
9th when two Little Terns
dropped in briefly. Six White
Wagtails were noted on the 13th
and a Pied Flycatcher was seen
on the 29th. Up Valley the KGV
played host to a variety of terns

and gulls with a Sandwich Tern
and Little Gull getting the month
off to a good start on the 2nd.
More Little Gulls followed on the
4th and 9th – when there were
seven – with another single on
the 26th. 19 Arctic Terns and a
single Black were seen on the
17th and three more Arctic went
through on the 27th followed by
a Little Tern on the 28th. The
same day and adult Kittiwake
arrived for a protracted stay. A
Ring Ouzel was seen there from
the 25th – 28th along with a Blue
Headed Wagtail on the 26th.
Wanstead Flats acted as its now
customary magnate for
passerines attracting Redstarts
(10th & 21st), Ouzels (15th &
21st), Nightingale and Tree Pipit
(22nd) and Whinchat and
Woodlark (23rd) – great stuff.
The Ingrebourne Valley also saw
three Redstarts along with two
Jack Snipe till the 6th, Redcrested Pochard (12th) and a
new patch bird with Grey Plover
(20th). Six Waxwings were last
seen in Hornchurch on the 6th
and further Ring Ouzels were
seen on Orsett Fen and over
Gidea Park (13th) and the first
local Whinchat was at Fairlop
Waters CP on the 12th. A
Grasshopper Warbler was on
territory at Dagenham Chase and
there were a couple in the Lee
Valley including on Fishers Green
Island where the Nightingales
were back from the 12th. Two
Tree Pipits sang in the Epping
buffer lands and Turtle Doves
were back at a traditional North
Weald site. Down on the Thames
there was still a Caspian Gull
around Creekmouth and another
was seen at Thames Barrier Park
on the 6th. 13 Arctic Terns also
moved through there on the 17th.
Further out there were 17
Whimbrel, Six Med Gulls and a
Kittiwake off Grays Beach on the
23rd. A female Goshawk was seen
at Gallions Reach on the 8th and
a Little Tern and seven Whimbrel
were noted there on the 21st
with 18 Mediterranean Gulls,
three Arctic Terns and a
Whinchat the following day.
Unsurprisingly there were 15 Red
Kite sightings.
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North & North-east Essex
November
Bird of the month was
undoubtedly the Forster’s Tern
seen fishing along the River Stour
at Mistley and Manningtree on the
19th and again the following day,
but the month was also
memorable for an influx of diving
ducks along with a good variety of
other seabirds. The Stour Estuary
attracted two Shags, up to 11
Scaup, three Velvet Scoters, 100
Red-breasted Mergansers, two
Eiders, two Bewick’s Swans (at
Cattawade on the 24th), single
Red-necked and Black-necked
and up to four Slavonian Grebes,
while two Little Auks and 60
Common Scoters were seen off
Harwich. Back-up birds included
Water Rail and three Bramblings.
Hamford Water, including The
Naze, held up to 26 Long-tailed
Ducks (peak count on the 28th),
one Velvet Scoter, up to 110
Common Scoters, six Scaup, 54
Shovelers on the Stone Point
lagoons, a Black Brant, an obliging
Little Auk off Titchmarsh’s Marina,
single Red-necked Grebe and Jack
Snipe and 2,000 Golden Plovers.
Four Gannets were seen off The
Naze on the 5th and a Snow
Bunting was along The Naze
Beach on the 12th. Five Grey
Partridges were seen at Tendring
on the 7th. Seawatching off
Frinton and Holland Haven was
highly productive, highlights from
the former site being a skein of 54

Pink-footed Geese, at least four
Little Auks, maximum counts of
731 Common Scoters, eight
Velvet Scoters and 16 Eiders, and
from the latter a Great Northern
Diver, up to 18 Gannets, 20
Eiders, 21 Red-breasted
Mergansers, a Long-tailed Duck,
1-2 Great, Arctic and Pomarine
Skuas, several Little Auks and
Guillemots whilst four Whooper
Swans and one or more Blackthroated Divers were seen from
both vantage points. Frinton
sightings also included a few
Waxwings early in the month, an
influx of thrushes including nearly
250 Blackbirds, a passage of 93
Siskins and 32 presumed Lesser
Redpolls on the 4th (both species
have been generally scarce this
winter), an arrival of 1,165
Starlings on the 8th and two
Snow Buntings. Additional reports
from Holland Haven were a Black
Redstart on the 1st, single Tundra
Bean, Pink-footed and Whitefronted Goose and 28 Barnacles,
four Purple Sandpipers, one Jack
Snipe and a Snow Bunting. A
Mandarin was present again at Gt
Holland Pits, a Little Auk was off
St Osyth Beach on the 3rd, a
Bittern was briefly seen at Warren
Farm, St Osyth, on the 15th, 12
White-fronted Geese took up
residence on Howlands Marsh
where both Black Brant and Ruff
were reported on the 25th, while
at Colne Point a Dartford Warbler

Water Rail (steve grimwade) and Black Redstart (chris balchin)
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bySimon Cox
remained from 8th-11th, five
Common Cranes flew over on the
25th and up to five Snow Buntings
were seen on several dates, also a
Water Rail. Reports from the Colne
Estuary included Scaup, Longtailed Duck and three Velvet
Scoters – also a Firecrest – seen
from Brightlingsea; Great White
Egret, 50 Little Egrets and Glossy
Ibis on the Geedons and/or
Fingringhoe Wick, with additional
sightings from the latter including
four Whooper Swans and a late
Garganey on the 2nd, also Water
Rail, Green Sandpiper, 12 Lesser
Redpolls and eight Bullfinches.
Further upriver at Wivenhoe
sightings included a Velvet Scoter,
Spotted Redshank, 420 Fieldfares,
30 Redwings, and a few
Bramblings; two Ruffs and a
Water Pipit were reported from
The Hythe. The lake at The
University of Essex held 11
Goosanders and in North Essex
there were two Grey Partridges
and 200 Skylarks at Wormingford
and 130 Common Gulls, Marsh Tit,
Nuthatch and six Bullfinches at
Twinstead. Merlin, Peregrine and
Short-eared Owl were also present
during the month, mainly along the
coastal belt.

December
A Glossy Ibis visited Brightlingsea
Creek on the 1st and counts of 800
Knot and 200 Bar-tailed Godwits
off Fingringhoe the same day were

Dottrell (peter triston)

above average numbers for the
Colne Estuary. A Pink-footed
Goose and two White-fronted
Geese were frequently on view
at Holland Haven and the flock of
28 Barnacles reappeared there
early in the month. A Spotted
Redshank was present in
Hamford Water on the 3rd and
up to eight Snow Buntings were
regular at Jaywick with nine
briefly at Colne Point on the 4th
when a Yellow-legged Gull was
at Mistley. Numbers of diving
ducks in the estuaries were
somewhat lower than in
November but there were still a
few Long-tailed Ducks and odd
Velvet Scoters and Scaup to be
seen and up to 11 Goosanders
were present at Wivenhoe on
various dates. The Stour
continued to have a Red-necked
and two Slavonian Grebes and
an immature Shag was recorded
in the Colne Estuary. A Jack Snipe
and 70 Pied Wagtails were of
note at The Naze on the 10th and
both Blackcap and Chiffchaff
were present there with odd ones
at other sites during the month.
Likewise, both Green Sandpiper
and Water Rail were reported at
more than one location. Wigboro
Wick Farm at St Osyth had up to
85 Corn Buntings, two Lapland
Buntings, 60 Skylarks and 35
Meadow Pipits; a Bearded Tit
and six Twite were seen at
Howlands Marsh, whilst 50
Yellowhammers and 50 Reed
Buntings were present at
Alresford. Two unexpected finds
were a Pallas’s Warbler at The
Naze from 22nd-24th and a
Hooded Crow near Bulmer which
remained in the area for several
weeks. Late in the month
Red-throated Divers were much
in evidence off Frinton, maximum
count 126, and other reports
from there included 19 Gannets,
112 Great Black-backed Gulls
and three Kittiwakes. A minor
influx of White-fronted Geese
also occurred with 22 at Frinton,
four at Holland Haven and 45
over Fingringhoe Wick. Two
Waxwings were seen in
Highwoods CP, Colchester, on the
27th, also two Jack Snipe at The
Hythe on the 30th.

January
Reports from the River Stour
continued much as before with
regular sightings of Shag, one
Red-necked and four Slavonian
Grebes, two Eiders, three Velvet
Scoters and 70 Goldeneyes. The
colour-ringed Greenshank from
Sutherland remained faithful to
the creeks around Manningtree
and Cattawade all winter. There
were 22 White-fronted Geese at
Langham on the 2nd. A Rednecked Grebe was present on the
River Colne, near Wivenhoe, on the
1st and over the next fortnight
Black-throated Diver, 25 Little
Grebes, Glossy Ibis, Black Brant,
17 Goosanders, 365 Avocets,
Common Sandpiper, Jack Snipe,
and three Spotted Redshanks
were all reported from various
points in the Colne Estuary
between Brightlingsea and The
Hythe. A Raven flew over
Markshall, Coggeshall, and a Black
Redstart was discovered near
Clacton golf-course both on the
3rd and 27 Waxwings were briefly
present in Colchester on the 8th
with a single one present at
Aingers Green, Great Bentley, from
14th-18th. Two Kingfishers that
frequented the Waterside Marina
at Brightlingsea at that time were,
sadly, later found dead.
Seawatching at Frinton revealed
good numbers of Red-throated
Divers offshore, maximum count
244, also two Great Northerns, up
to 532 Cormorants and 56
Kittiwakes. Passerines featured
with 180 Chaffinches (also a
single Brambling) at Moverons
Farm, Brightlingsea, and 230 at
Langham; 60 Lesser Redpolls
briefly at Sunnymead Farm,
Wivenhoe; 120 Skylarks, 55
Meadow Pipits, one Water Pipit,
five Stonechats, seven Lapland
Buntings and 85 Corn Buntings at
Wigboro Wick, and there were four
Marsh Tits, three Nuthatches,
seven Bullfinches and five Siskins

at Pebmarsh—also a count of 104
Mallards there. A few flocks of
Fieldfares were reported but none
reaching three-figures. It was a
quiet month at Holland Haven
with the single Pink-footed Goose
and two White-fronts present on
many dates but there were nine of
the latter species there on the 31st
and no less than three Black
Brants. A Bittern was seen at Earls
Hall Farm, St Osyth, on the 25th
and Red Kites started to appear at
the month’s end with sightings at
Jaywick and Beaumont. Tawny
Owls are doubtless well
represented in the region but a
report of four at Wivenhoe was
noteworthy.

February
One or more Black Brants
continued to be picked out in the
Dark-bellied Brent flocks in
Hamford Water and The Naze and
also at Holland Haven; similarly an
odd Pale-bellied Brent was seen
including one at Brightlingsea. The
lone Pink-foot at Holland Haven
put in erratic appearances all
month and up to nine Whitefronts were present there on and
off. Fifteen White-fronts were
seen at Langham on the 12th
along with 750 Lapwings. Three
Velvet Scoters remained in the
Stour Estuary and two passed
Holland Haven on the 10th, a
Long-tailed Duck continued to
frequent Walton Channel and
single-figure numbers of
Goosanders appeared at several
sites including the Colchester
Riverside Estate. A Great Northern
Diver was seen at Wrabness on the
24th with the long-staying
Red-necked Grebe. The roving
Glossy Ibis was seen from
Brightlingsea on the 4th and a
Great White Egret appeared at
Earls Colne on the 13th with
further sightings subsequently. A
Fulmar passed Holland Haven on
the 14th with a Guillemot there
next day but a count of 35
Guillemots off Frinton on the
18th was highly unusual. Just two
Purple Sandpipers were
sometimes viewable at Holland
Haven and waders along the River
Colne included Greenshank,
Spotted Redshank, Common
Sandpiper and two Ruff. Common
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Above: Dartford Warbler (glyn evans), Forster’s Tern (sean nixon) and Glossy Ibis {david L. smith)

Buzzards are ever with us these
days but counts of 11 at Alresford
and nine over Bramble Island are
worthy of mention and up to
seven Marsh Harriers along with
Merlin and Peregrine were
recorded at Fingringhoe Wick. A
Red Kite was seen at Wormingford
on the 25th as well as 100
Fieldfares. Nine Snow Buntings
remained at Jaywick; 12
Nuthatches were seen in
Highwoods CP; 90 Pied Wagtails
were at Copford Sewage-Works; up
to ten Tree Sparrows visited
feeders at Little Clacton and at
least five were present at
Sunnymead Farm; wintering
Chiffchaffs included eight at Hilly
Fields, Colchester, and an early
Swallow was seen near
Manningtree on the 28th.

March
On the 1st, four Crossbills flew
over Wivenhoe, a Hen Harrier was
hunting at The Naze and 150
Fieldfares were recorded at
Gosfield with 100 also at Ardleigh
the next day. Another Hen Harrier
flew across Howlands Marsh on
the 4th when 14 Common
Buzzards were in the air over
Brightlingsea. Chiffchaff sightings
now began to increase implying
new arrivals and likewise the
number of Red Kite sightings
began to rise. A Raven was seen at
66

Lamarsh on the 6th along with
120 Linnets and two Marsh Tits
and a Whimbrel was reported at
The Hythe on the 7th. White
Wagtails were identified from the
9th when a sizeable passage of
Redwings started (over 1,000
were counted on the 13th) and
over the following few days a
Glaucous Gull was seen to roost
on Rat Island on several evenings.
The Lapland Bunting flock at
Wigboro Wick peaked at an
impressive 18 on the 11th and
there were seven Ruff at Walton
on the 12th. Birds from earlier
months still present included three
Velvet Scoters, Red-necked
Grebe and Eider along the Stour
– the Slavonian Grebe count there
rose to five – and the Long-tailed
Duck in Walton Channel plus a
Black Brant in Hamford Water and
the Pink-footed Goose at Holland
Haven. New finds at the lastmentioned site were Jack Snipe
(6th), Bittern (12th), Firecrest

(14th), two Bearded Tits (15th),
Little Gull (16th), Yellow-legged
Gull (20th) and Caspian Gull
(27th). A Little Ringed Plover flew
over an estate in Colchester on the
16th when there were two pairs of
Grey Partridges and 71 singing
Skylarks at Wormingford; a
fortunate observer at Thorpe-leSoken saw nine Common Cranes
fly over on the 17th, and the first
Wheatear locally was at Colne
Point on the 18th. The following
day a very early Common
Whitethroat was seen at Frinton
and a Raven flew from Wivenhoe
towards The Hythe. Two days later
a pair was seen over Friday Woods.
A Velvet Scoter on the Colne at
Brightlingsea on the 23rd was
followed a day later by an Osprey
that paused at Sunnymead Farm
briefly. Sand Martins were
reported from the 27th and several
more Little Ringed Plovers had
appeared by the conclusion of the
month.

April

Long-tailed Ducks (liz huxley)

Fulmar, Short-eared Owl and
Willow Warbler at The Naze, three
Mediterranean Gulls and a Sedge
Warbler at Holland Haven, and a
Black Redstart at Colne Point
were all recorded on the 1st, also a
Red Kite at Brightlingsea, the first
of many sightings during the
month. In Friday Woods, 19

Blackcaps and 25 Chiffchaffs
were singing on the 2nd and a
Yellow Wagtail was seen at
Holland Haven where, next day, a
pair of Garganey gave pleasure. A
Hobby at Brightlingsea was
another record for the 3rd and
Red-necked Grebe, two each of
Velvet Scoter and Eider and 26
Red-breasted Mergansers were all
still present on the River Stour on
the 4th. A Common Redstart at
Holland Haven on the 7th was
followed by another there and two
more at Wigboro Wick, St Osyth,
also one at The Naze, later in the
month and a Bearded Tit was at
Brightlingsea on the 8th as were

two Shags at Wrabness. A
French-ringed Spoonbill visited
the Holland Haven scrape on the
11th and on the 14th a
Grasshopper Warbler was reeling
there whilst a female Ring Ouzel
and a pair of Grey Partridges were
seen at Colne Point. Black-tailed
Godwit passage was in full swing
in the Stour and Colne estuaries
and there were some flocks of
20-40 Whimbrels recorded plus a
few Greenshanks, Spotted
Redshanks and Green and
Common Sandpipers—also a
Purple Sandpiper at Colne Point.
Star wader, however, was a male
Kentish Plover at Stone Point,
Walton, on the 29th. Nightingales

gradually returned to most of their
favoured locations but Garden
Warblers continue to be scarce, at
least in the Tendring Hundred, with
just a few reports. Additional
Grasshopper Warblers were
singing at Brightlingsea and Friday
Woods and a Whinchat was seen
at The Hythe. Wheatear passage
was steady with no large counts
reported. A different Spoonbill
dropped into the Holland Haven
scrape on 26th and a Pied
Flycatcher was at the same site on
the 27th. Possibly the same
Spoonbill was recorded at The
Hythe on the 30th when both
Arctic Tern and Turtle Dove were
seen at Brightlingsea.

RSPB Rainham Marshes by Howard Vaughan
November
The first week of the month
carried on where October left off
with some great sightings
including a Bonxie - 1st,
Goldeneye -female 2nd and male
3rd, 11,200 Woodpigeons south,
Woodlark, Tree Sparrow, Black
Redstart, Woodcock and Snow
Bunting - all on the 3rd, the
reappearance of the Cattle Egret
- 4th, Dartford Warbler – 5th,
another Tree Sparrow – 6th and
Bittern – 7th. The 9th was a good
day for watching the river with
seven Mergansers, Mediterranean
and an adult Iceland Gull along
with 13 Yellow-legs and several
Caspian Gulls were seen but we
missed out on the mid to outer
Thames sea duck and skua action.
A male Hen Harrier was seen on
the 7th and ringtails were reported
on the 12th and 29th- our best
autumn for years. The Bittern was
seen again on the 29th and Merlin,
Peregrine, Marsh Harrier and
both Barn and Short-eared Owls
made for good raptor action along
with our tame male Kestrel.
Avocet, Sanderling, Knot and Jack
Snipe were the scant wader
highlights and a single Scoter with
a single Brent Goose spent the
24th bobbing up and down the
river with the tide. A Siberian
Chiffchaff was recorded in the
reedbed on the 25th.

December
It was a quite a disappointing end
to the year with none of the hoped
for wintery push that would have
brought a bit of sparkle. There were
still some notable sightings
though with a Cattle Egret from
the 16th-20th taking centre stage.
Given the national influx this is
just as likely to be a new bird
rather than one of the October
duo. A Bonxie was found eating a
deceased Guillemot on the river
(3rd) and a female Goosander
(27th) was also seen but otherwise
it was quiet with just a Little Stint
(sporadically from the 13th), seven
Knot (30th), two Turnstone and
an ever increasing Avocet flock
– peaking at 22 on the 31st –
amongst the commoner fair. Both
Woodcock and Jack Snipe were
seen out on the marsh but duck
numbers were still low, mirroring
the water levels. At least six Water
Pipits were regularly seen out on
the pools and a male Merlin made
a couple of sorties after thrushes
and Skylarks. Similarly a ringtail
male Hen Harrier that arrived on
the 5th for ten days was also seen
going after small birds while up to
six Marsh Harriers, two Buzzards
and three Peregrines were daily
hunters. A Red Kite on the 13th
would prove to be the last of the
year. Short-eared Owls became
more visible with at least four over

the Christmas period while five
Barn Owls was somewhat of a
surprise and unusually our birds
were often active from midafternoon. A Little Owl was seen
near the railway and 229 Stock
Doves were out feeding on
Wennington. Gull wise it was quiet
with peaks of 14 Yellow-legged
Gulls and two Caspians.

January
And so another year begins but
January was quite hard work on
the reserve with the undoubted
star of the show being the solitary
Waxwing for 12 days from the
20th. The usual winter waders
were around with the addition of a
healthy flock of up to 28 Avocets,
Little Stint (3rd) and occasional
Turnstone, Woodcock and Jack
Snipe. Golden Plover have been in
very short supply though. There
has been some good gulling on the
Thames with 11 species seen
including Kittiwake (7th), Little
Gull (31st), at least three different
Caspian Gulls, four
Mediterranean and two Glaucous
Gulls (both on the 26th). Marsh
Harriers have been superb Merlins
have been seen occasionally. Brent
Geese were seen on the 1st and
30th with a single Barnacle on the
6th. Four Short-eared Owls were
regular until the cold snap when
they largely disappeared. Many
thrushes did arrive though and two
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Bullfinches were in the woodland
and up to three Ravens paid us a
visit.

February
Five Russian White-fronted Geese
got the month off to a great start
on the 3rd and they were seem
intermittently until the 13th. A
single Brent Goose was seen on
several dates and four more were
on the river on the 15th while a
little flurry of Egyptian Geese
sightings culminated in five on the
10th. The first Oystercatcher of the
year came back on the 3rd and the
Avocet flock lingered till midmonth while Black-tailed Godwits
became more visible on the marsh
with up to 300 at high tide. Jack
Snipe started to appear too and
late February through March is the
best time to look for bobbers. At
least two Short-eared Owls
lingered and four Marsh Harriers,
Peregrines, Buzzards and Ravens
were daily as usual but the only
Merlin sighting was of a young
male on the 22nd. Another Little
Gull (9th) was seen and
Mediterranean Gulls were noted
on the 21st and 23rd and several
1st winter Caspians were picked
out but no white wingers. Our
Waxwing stayed until the first and
three Blackcaps were on his apples
from the following day. Bearded
Tits also came back from the 17th
and the first Brambling and Siskin
for the year were picked up while at
least four Water Pipits were still
around the pools.

Dunlin (simon cox)
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March
March is always a crossover
month between the seasons
and this year was no
exception with winter ducks
lingering and waders such as
Black-tailed Godwits and
Ruff moving north with highs of
160 (1st) and 12 (11th). Jack Snipe
suddenly become visible and at
least four or five birds were seen on
the scrapes throughout the month
while Lapwings quickly settled
down around them. The first Little
Ringed Plover was back on the
21st and a single Knot was quite
unusual. The last Caspian Gull was
seen on the 2nd and a
Mediterranean Gull was noted
(12th) but there were no early
terns this year. Wheatear and Sand
Martin were both first seen on the
11th and several more of each
along with the odd Swallow were
seen. A Ring Ouzel on the 29th and
Yellow Wagtail on the 31st were a
little early for us but the first
chattering Sedge Warbler on the
30th was bang on cue. Also
expected were the eight Scoters
on the 23rd with five Mergansers
on the 27th and two more of each
before month end. A Spoonbill
flew over on the 22nd and three
Glossy Ibises early on the 24th
simply disappeared. Corn Buntings
arrived back on territory and a
single female Yellowhammer was
seen on several dates. Marsh
Harrier behaviour is looking
promising and Red Kites were

Skylark (sean nixon)

noted multiple dates while at least
three Short-eared Owls lingered
all month.

April
Waders held sway in April with
almost every ‘normal’ passage
species recorded with things really
getting going from the 17th when
the first Bar-tailed Godwit
arrived. Other followed along with
good counts of Whimbrel, Ringed
Plover, Dunlin and Icelandic
Black-tailed Godwits. Curlew
Sandpiper, Little Stint, Knot,
Turnstone and Grey Plover added
colour. Jack Snipe continued to be
seen up until the 15th. Other late
north bound passage birds
included three Redwings on the
3rd, a Fieldfare on the 6th and the
last Water Pipit on the 9th. Chats
were strongly on the move with
three 20+ Wheatear days and
good run of Whinchats from the
23rd. Two Ouzels were seen on the
9th with other singles on the 25th
and 30th. There was a smattering
of Yellow Wagtails and Cuckoos
were back from the 20th. A Hobby
on the third was early but a
Red-legged Partridge the same
day was probably the rarity of the
month! Red Kite sightings
continued to increase with almost
daily sighting during the middle of
the month and the 1st and 11th
were Buzzard days with 32 and 20
respectively. A late Merlin was
seen on the 21st. There was some
notable tern passage but with
more quality than quantity. The
first Commons were seen on the
3rd with Arctics from the 15th
with a high of 27 through on the
30th. Little Terns were seen on the
21st and 30th and two Black Terns
were seen on the former date
too with two Sandwich Terns on
the 22nd. A couple of Mergansers
and a Scoter were also seen on
the river.

Southend Area by Paul Baker
November
A Leach’s Petrel off Canvey on
the 1st was the first since 2013
and livened up an otherwise
uneventful seawatch. Reflecting
movements elsewhere in the
country a flock of 18 Whitefronted Geese touched down on
Vange Wick on the 1st before
relocating to Bowers Marsh
where they spent the winter.
Following up on a report from the
previous day a Snow Bunting on
the seawall at South Fambridge
briefly on the 3rd was an
excellent record and was the first
of the year. A Pale-bellied Brent
Goose was at Shoebury East
Beach on the 4th and later at
Wallasea on the 16th. The Purple
Sandpiper present on Canvey
since 1st October continued to
frequent either Holehaven or the
Point daily through to the 19th.
Canvey produced some great
records on the 6th and 7th with
the first Goosander of the year,
the second Pomarine Skua, the
only two Little Auks of the year,
and the last three Swallows, all
on the 6th, followed by an
excellent day of seawatching on
the 7th. Highlights of the
seawatch included a record
equalling three Black-throated
Divers, single Red-throated
Diver, 28 Gannets, 13 Scaup, a
Long-tailed Duck, 125 Common
Scoter, five Goldeneye, three
Pomarine Skuas, an Arctic Skua,
14 Great Skuas, 365 Kittiwakes,
eight Guillemots and a Razorbill.
By the 10th, single Woodcock
were settled at Canvey Wick and
Hadleigh Downs. As expected, the
Glossy Ibis at Wat Tyler CP was
reported on a number of
occasions this month including
the 11th, 15th, and 20th. Three
adult Little Gulls flew upriver
past Canvey on the 12th whilst
the next day the first Great
Northern Diver of the winter
had taken up station off Canvey
and the last Common Darter
was seen at Fleet Head.
Red-breasted Mergansers have
declined in recent winters so it
was pleasing to have a group of

Firecrest (janice bright)

four off Two Tree Island on the
13th where some of the group
remained into 2017. The now
seemingly annual Scaup
conundrum at West Canvey Marsh
raised its head again on the 19th
with the eventual conclusion being
a male Scaup along with a female
and an immature aythya hybrid. A
Red Kite reported over Two Tree
Island on the 19th was the last of
the year. A ringtail Hen Harrier at
Wat Tyler CP on the 20th was an
excellent site record. A Velvet
Scoter off Canvey Point on the
24th turned out to be the
vanguard of a small influx with
three on the 27th, four on the
28th, and an impressive eight on
the 2nd Dec which were
augmented by another three
wintering along the Roach where a
Smew was also seen briefly on the
26th. Six Green Sandpipers at
Bowers Marsh on the 25th was
unusually high for late November.
Wallasea produced some
impressive raptor action on the
26th when Short-eared Owl
numbers surged to seven and Hen
Harriers reached three. Other
raptors present were four Marsh
Harriers, three Peregrines, two
Barn Owls, a Merlin, a Buzzard, a
Sparrowhawk, and six Kestrels.

The Thames produced another set
of good records on the 26th and
27th with all three Diver species,
two Long-tailed Ducks, 350
Common Scoter, three Velvet
Scoter, five Eider, a Pomarine
Skua, a Razorbill and a
Guillemot all off Canvey, and
four Eider, three Goosander, an
immature Glaucous Gull, and a
Shag from Gunners Park. At the
end of the month, a female Scaup
was singled out on Paglesham
Lagoon on the 28th.

December
An Eider on the Crouch at South
Fambridge on the 1st was a good
record, it remained into 2017.
Two Snow Buntings flew along
the Roach on the 2nd but did not
linger. A flock of six Barnacle
Geese which arrived at West
Canvey Marsh on the 3rd had
some credibility for having ‘wild’
origins from at least as far as
Suffolk, but maybe further afield.
They stayed at West Canvey
Marsh until the 9th before
moving to Bowers Marsh on the
10th where they remained into
2017. The Glossy Ibis was seen
on at least two days this month
at Wat Tyler CP, on the 4th and
8th. Careful searching in suitable
habitat in Hockley Woods yielded
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three Firecrests on the 4th with
two still there the following week
and one remaining into January;
thirty Goldcrests were also
counted. Four Bullfinch were a
welcome find at one of their
former haunts on the 5th when
two pairs were noted in Magnolia
NR. An overwintering flock of
Twite is something that has been
sadly missing from the local
scene for many years so an
obliging flock of a least five on
Wallasea on the 7th were well
received and proved popular. Four
of the flock overwintered from
the 14th into 2017 and included
a colour ringed bird from the
Pennines. Last month’s Scaup on
Paglesham Lagoon was recorded
again on the 8th. Good numbers
of winter thrushes were present
on West Canvey Marsh on the 9th
when 700 Fieldfare and 100
Redwing were present. Another
Firecrest was braving the winter
in scrub at Ferndale, Rayleigh on
the 10th. The 11th produced both
a Pale-bellied Brent Goose and a
Black Brant along the Roach as
well as a Water Pipit which
continued to be reported through
to New Year’s Day. Alongside the
raptors, Wallasea also hosted
good numbers of passerines with
200 Corn Buntings, 40 Reed
Buntings, and six Stonechats
recorded on the 11th. The humble
Great Crested Grebe rarely gets
a mention but a count of 118 off
Canvey on the 13th was notable.
The first of five Blackcaps this
month was in an Ashingdon
garden on the 16th whilst a
pair visited a South Benfleet
garden in the last week of
the year and singles were
in Rayleigh and
Southend gardens in

the closing days. Typically, by
contrast there was just one
Chiffchaff this month which was
in Friars Park on the 17th. A count
of 300 Linnets at Bowers Marsh
on the 18th was impressive for
this Red Data List species. Five
White-fronted Geese flew south
over Wallasea on the 22nd and
were thought to have landed near
Paglesham. Sure enough on the
24th they were found in fields
adjacent to Paglesham Lagoon
where they remained until the
27th. The last butterfly of the year
was a Red Admiral which flew
around a Rochford garden on the
23rd. The only Brambling of the
month was a most welcome
visitor to a garden in Canewdon
on the 26th. An adult Bewick’s
Swan was an unusual visitor to
Vange Marsh on the 27th before
it relocated to Bowers Marsh on
the 1st January after Vange Marsh
froze over. A mightily impressive
nine Short-eared Owls were all
in the air together at Wallasea on
the 28th whilst another single
was at Two Tree Island the same
day. Raptor numbers remained
high on Wallasea with three Hen
Harriers, two Marsh Harriers, a
Sparrowhawk, a Buzzard, seven
Kestrels, two Merlins, and two
Peregrines present most days.
The Thames still held a Shag at
the Pier on the 29th and all three
Diver species on the 31st as well
as a surprise fly-by of two
Goosanders for one grateful
yearlister at Canvey. The east
coast Waxwing invasion finally
reached us on the 31st when
three Waxwings were found in a
retail park in Rayleigh and were
equally well received by the local
yearlisters; the Waxwings
remained through to 11th
January. In summary, there were
215 species reliably reported
this year which represents
an average year. After a
cracking spring, the autumn
passage did not quite meet
expectations. Highlights
included a photographed
Roseate Tern, several Yellowbrowed Warblers, Siberian
Chiffchaff, the first ever Raven
Waxwing (Peter Triston)
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– seen and photographed by a
visiting birder, Black-winged
Stilts, Lesser Yellowlegs, an adult
Purple Heron, an obliging & long
staying Red-footed Falcon which
just got edged out of top billing
by the Penduline Tit, an
indisputable first for the area and
arguably a long overdue addition.

January
Bowers Marsh had an excellent
run of records at the start of the
year beginning with a flock of 18
White-fronted Geese which
pitched down there on the 1st
where they remained until the
end of the month. A flock of eight
Bewick’s Swans flew over calling
on the 2nd when the single adult
present in the area for a week
lifted off to encourage them
down. There were then three
Bewick’s present on the 3rd, two
on the 4th, and one through to
the 10th. Bowers Marsh also
attracted a Pink-footed Goose
and hosted two Water Pipits on
the 2nd and an immature Iceland
Gull which remained until the
19th and best of all, a smart drake
Smew on the 3rd only. The Glossy
Ibis visited Wat Tyler CP again on
the 2nd but not subsequently. A
mini-influx of Shags on the 4th
resulted in five along the Crouch,
predominantly at Fambridge, and
singles off Gunners Park and
Westcliff where two Eider were
also seen and an obliging female
Long-tailed Duck took up
residence through to midFebruary. Twenty Gannets, two
Great Northern Divers, and a
piratical Great Skua were all
logged off Gunners Park on the
4th. Just two Chiffchaffs were
seen this month with one in a
Leigh garden on the 4th and
another at Magnolia NR the
following day. A superb Mealy
Redpoll was an unexpected find
in atypical habitat on Wallasea on
the 6th; it occasionally kept
company with the four Twite
which remained there all month.
A prodigious immature Glaucous
Gull was found on the 6th at
Bowers Marsh where it stayed all
month and up to nine Barnacle
Geese were also present there
from the 6th through to
mid-March and a female

Red-crested Pochard put in a brief
appearance the following day.
Waxwings arrived at their
traditional haunt in Pitsea on the
7th with 22, rising rapidly to 70 on
the 10th. The Velvet Scoters on
the Roach were seen for the last
time on the 8th. At Shoebury Park
the pair of Egyptian Geese which
now seem to be permanently
resident were already nesting on
the 9th; of even more questionable
origin though was the Ringnecked Parakeet flying around the
gardens bordering Magnolia NR on
the 9th. A Purple Sandpiper at
Wallasea on the 10th was a very
good site record and the three Hen
Harriers and six Short-eared
Owls remained there all month. A
total of seven Short-eared Owls,
including a group of five together,
were further along the Crouch at
South Fambridge on the 10th
where a Great Northern Diver
could also be found along with last
month’s female Eider. The flock of
four or five Waxwings at Rayleigh
were seen for the last time early
on the 11th and coincidentally a
flock of four was found at
Shoebury later the same day. The
only record of Hen Harrier away
from Wallasea this month was a
ringtail at Paglesham Lagoon on
the 14th, the same day that a
female Blackcap was logged in a
South Benfleet garden where it
remained an infrequent visitor
over the next two weeks. A
Short-eared Owl at Vange Marsh
on the 17th was a very good site
record. A Peacock butterfly
successfully evaded a hungry
Stonechat at Bowers Marsh on the
19th. A male Bullfinch at Bowers
Marsh on the 20th was the first for
the site in recent years and a pair
was also seen intermittently at
Magnolia NR mid-month. Up to
14 Yellowhammers frequented a
weedy field in Canewdon from the
20th to the 27th. The final three
Waxwings at Pitsea were last seen
on the 21st when coincidentally
again, a flock of four visited a Daws
Heath garden. The infrequent and
often elusive Glossy Ibis put in a
final appearance on the 22nd, this
time at Vange Marsh, the same day
a Jack Snipe was flushed from a
ditch in Southchurch East Park. The

Purple Sandpiper on Canvey gave
itself up at high tide on the 27th,
28th, and 29th when it roosted on
the Point, whilst offshore, one of
only two Guillemots this month
was present on the 27th. The
relatively small flock of 200
Dark-bellied Brent Geese on
Wallasea hosted a fine Black Brant
on the 28th and 29th, whereas the
Barnacle Goose there on the 28th
did itself no favours by hanging
out with the Canada Geese.

February
A flock of 50 Waxwings was seen
circling over Benfleet on the 3rd
but was not seen to land and so
were not relocated and the only
Brambling in the first half of the
year flew over Barling. Similarly
the only Razorbill records of the
first half of the year were a group
of three off Gunners Park from the
4th to the 6th along with a single
Guillemot, a Black-throated
Diver, and a Great Northern
Diver. The pair of Egyptian Geese
in Shoebury Park hatched three
youngsters on the 4th although
they appear to have been predated
shortly afterwards. Up to three
Long-eared Owls were found at a
daytime roost in the south-west
from the 4th to the 19th and
Short-eared Owl numbers
remained high around Wallasea
with eight there on the 4th with
the Black Brant also continuing its
stay, being reported from the 5th
to the 14th. Searches for
Woodcock along Hadleigh Downs
on the 6th and 7th were successful
with three on the former date and
four on the latter. There were still
two Water Pipits at Bowers Marsh
on the 7th with one remaining
until the 16th; other singles were
at Canvey Heights and Barling
mid-month. The popular flock of
four Twite on Wallasea were
logged for the final time on the
10th, and the three Hen Harriers
were all still present and correct
the following day. A drake Eider
was an all too rare sighting at
Canvey Point on the 11th where
the Purple Sandpiper put in
another series of visits through to
the 21st. A Red Kite over Two Tree
Island on the 12th was the only
record this month. A different
immature Glaucous Gull from last

month commuted between
Bowers Marsh and Wat Tyler CP
from the 12th to the 18th.
Seawatching at Canvey on the
13th was remarkably productive
with 23 Red-throated Divers, two
Black-throated Divers, two Great
Northern Divers, a Guillemot,
and three Kittiwakes all making
their way into the notebook. Last
month’s adult Bewick’s Swan
made an unexpected return visit
to Vange Marsh from the 13th to
the 16th. A single Long-eared Owl
was seen at dusk at a traditional
site in the south on the 14th. A
flock of scoter off Canvey on the
15th comprised of 14 Common
and two Velvet Scoters. On the
19th the over-wintering female
Blackcap at Benfleet was joined
briefly by a male. The first pulse of
sunshine on the 20th resulted in
Red Admiral, Brimstone, Comma,
and the first Adder of the year all
being recorded. It’s not often the
‘Mega Alert’ goes off and you find
the bird in question is on your local
patch, so there was much
excitement on the morning of the
26th when the Lesser Whitefronted Goose which has been
wintering on Foulness moved
across the Roach to Wallasea along
with 29 White-fronted Geese.
Unfortunately for everyone its
sojourn away from Foulness was
all to brief and it soon returned
from whence it came, frustratingly
out of bounds to all and out of
view from the surrounding
viewpoints. A flock of 37 wary and
flighty Barnacle Geese there on
the 26th and 27th were interesting
but scant consolation. The month
closed with two Firecrests but
very little else of note in Hockley
Woods on the 28th.

March
Only two Short-eared Owls
remained on Wallasea on the 3rd
reducing to just a single on the
8th. The continuing local decline of
Red-breasted Merganser was
evident with a pair on the Roach
on the 4th being the only sighting
in the first-winter period since a
couple of records off Two Tree
Island in mid-January. The Water
Pipit along the Roach at Barling
was seen again for the final time
on the 4th when a male Bullfinch
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was reported from its former
stronghold at Wat Tyler CP.
Nuthatch remains extirpated from
Hockley Woods so it was pleasing
to find the Belfairs pair back on
territory from the 6th to the 19th
along with up to five Treecreepers.
Single Red Kites were noted over
Leigh and Coombe Wood on the
6th and Daws Heath on the 9th.
The 11th produced a remarkable
record of a Stoat in full ermine on
Wallasea, one of only a handful of
Essex records ever. The last
Goldeneyes were on Paglesham
Lagoon on the 16th and the first
Sand Martin arrived at Bowers
Marsh the following day. A Great
Skua was typically harassing the
gulls off Gunners Park on the 19th.
The Egyptian Geese pair in
Shoebury Park were incubating
again on the 21st. There were still
two Hen Harriers on Wallasea on
the 21st but only one
subsequently through to the 30th.
Wallasea also laid claim to the first
Wheatear of the spring with a
smart male on the 21st. The first
Sandwich Terns was a party of
three which moved upriver on the
23rd from Gunners Park to Canvey.
Unusually the only diver record all
month, and indeed the last of the
first-winter period was a
Red-throated Diver past Canvey
on the 24th. What was probably
last month’s immature Glaucous
Gull put in another couple of
appearances between the 24th
and 29th when it commuted
between Bowers Marsh in the
daytime and Hole Haven Creek in
the evening. A melanistic Adder,
the archetypal ‘Black Adder’, was
an excellent find on Belton Hills on
the 25th. The first Swallow of the
summer zipped through West
Canvey Marsh on the 25th where a
summer plumaged Water Pipit
was seen from the 27th to the
31st. The last two Shags of the
mini-influx lingered at South
Fambridge from the 16th to the
28th and included a colour-ringed
bird from the Isle of May. The first
Little Gull of the year was an
immature over Bowers Marsh on
the 29th. Remarkably, for the
fourth consecutive spring,
Black-winged Stilts chose to visit
the area, beginning with a pair on
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Bowers Marsh on the rather early
date of the 30th. A male White
Wagtail stopped by at West
Canvey Marsh on the 30th for a
week, the same day that the first
Yellow Wagtail arrived on
Wallasea. Little Ringed Plovers
arrived in the closing days of the
month with a pair on Wallasea on
the 30th and a pair on West
Canvey Marsh the following day.
The first Reed Warbler of the
spring was on Two Tree Island on
the 31st and it was pleasing to
note that after all but
disappearing locally between
2008 and 2010 Coal Tits were
reported singing at seven
locations.

April
A Red Kite flew low over Hockley
on the 1st when a solitary
Black-winged Stilt arrived at
Vange Marsh before disappearing
overnight. Vange Marsh also held
a female Red-crested Pochard on
the 2nd and a Jack Snipe which
could be observed ‘bobbing’ in the
margins each day through to the
8th. Single Egyptian Geese were
at Bowers Marsh and West
Canvey Marsh on the 2nd and
two Short-eared Owls on
Wallasea proved to be the last of
the winter. The pair of Nuthatch
in Belfairs were photographed on
the 2nd and were seen on two
more occasions mid-month. A
second-winter Caspian Gull was
photographed on the Pier on the
4th when last month’s immature
Glaucous Gull again commuted
between Bowers Marsh and Hole
Haven Creek, and continued to do
so until the 7th. Three Siskins
flying over Gunners Park on the
5th were remarkably the first of
the year. Little Ringed Plover
numbers doubled to four on the
7th on Wallasea where they
remained all month. The 8th saw
four Black-winged Stilts arrive at
Vange Marsh, seemingly two
pairs, with one of the pairs
remaining all month and visited
by a lone male on the 17th. A pair
of Garganey at Fleet Head on the
9th was a good find with the
female typically not seen
subsequently, although the drake
remained until the 14th before
possibly relocating to Wallasea.

The second and final Red Kite of
the month drifted over Two Tree
Island on the 9th when four
Bullfinch were counted at their
favoured site near Rayleigh. A
first-summer Little Gull hawked
insects over Vange Marsh from
the 10th to the 17th. A Ringnecked Parakeet was on Benfleet
Downs on the 11th with it or
another in Shoebury High Street
on the 14th. More Little Ringed
Plovers arrived on the 11th with
a pair at Vange Marsh which
remained all month and another
pair at Bowers Marsh which also
stayed the month. Similarly
Nightingales arrived in numbers
from the 11th to the 17th with
ten singing males back on
territory. A group of three male
Ring Ouzels at Wakering Stairs
on the evening of the 13th was a
good spring record; they did the
decent thing and remained on
site through to the 17th.
Grasshopper Warblers arrived
back on the 14th with reeling
males at Benfleet Creek,
Wakering Stairs, and Two Tree
Island. Bowers Marsh attracted a
number of White Wagtails from
the 14th to the 21st with up to
six present together. A drake
Garganey, quite possibly the
Fleet Head bird, dropped in at
Wallasea on the afternoon of the
14th and remained until the 21st
after being joined by a second
drake from the 17th. A Dotterel
on Wallasea on the 17th was
almost expected, but
frustratingly it only spent ten
minutes on site whilst the Yellow
Wagtail flock there now
numbered thirty. Grey Partridge
is now barely annual with no
records at all last year so a single
male which remained faithful to
a field at Bowers Marsh from the
17th to the 23rd proved popular.
A new pair of Black-winged
Stilts arrived at Bowers Marsh on
the 20th and remained until the
23rd whilst the Vange Marsh pair
continued to remain on site all
month. A Painted Lady on Canvey
Wick on the 20th was a good
early spring record and the first
of the year. A Jack Snipe flushed
on Wallasea on the 21st was the
first record there this century.

White Wagtails continued to pass
through with a single at Gunners
Park on the 21st and 29th. Spring
records of Osprey are few and far
between so one feeding off
Canvey Point early on the 22nd
was appreciated and was almost
certainly the bird which roosted at
Northward Hill, Kent the previous
evening. Another male Ring Ouzel
was observed flying in-off the sea
at Wakering Stairs on the 23rd. The

first returning Hobby was
reported over Wat Tyler CP on
the 24th. A Jack Snipe was seen
again at Vange Marsh from the
28th to the 30th. Wheatear
passage peaked at the end of the
month with five at Fleet Head on
the 29th the best count along
with three at Gunners Park and
smaller numbers at five other
sites resulting in 22 individuals
across the area this month.

Wallasea hosted a Spoonbill
and two Blue-headed Wagtails
on the 30th and a Little Tern
was off Gunners Park and was
the only record this month. Yet
another new pair of Blackwinged Stilts arrived at Vange
Marsh on the 30th to join up
with the long-staying pair. It is
considered that at least eight
and possibly nine birds visited
the area this spring!

Wat Tyler and Vange Marsh by Andrew Cox
November
White-fronted Geese were a
feature this month, with up to 20
present. These were fairly mobile
but could often be seen on Vange
Wick and occasionally Wat Tyler’s
scrape. Two Marsh Harriers were at
Wat Tyler on the 1st; at least two
proved to be present all month,
being reported regularly from here
and Vange Marsh. One was an adult
male. Also present all month were
the Glossy Ibis, usually seen from
Timbermans Creek or adjacent
saltmarsh and the long staying
Snow Goose, generally noted from
Vange Wick, in company with
Canada Geese. Records from Wat
Tyler on the 4th included Peregrine,
Sparrowhawk, two Stonechats
and ten each of Long-tailed Tit and
Goldcrest. A Common Buzzard
was here next day; with two on the
7th, joined by a Kestrel and
Sparrowhawk. A Bittern was a
good record on the 13th, with four
Bearded Tits also here. A ring tail

Robin (David Hale)

Hen Harrier put in an appearance
on the 20th. A visit to Wat Tyler on
the 26th brought Peregrine,
Kestrel, Common Buzzard and at
least two Water Rail, while waders
present on the creek included a
Greenshank and 13 Black-tailed
Godwits. A Kingfisher was
reported from the Green Centre
hide earlier in the day.

December
Three Marsh Harriers at Wat Tyler
on the 2nd comprised a male and
two female/immature. Up to three
were seen regularly all month from
here and Vange Marsh. Other Wat
Tyler records on the 2nd included
Peregrine, 14 Moorhens and 50
Lapwings. Next day at Vange five
Pintails (three males and two
females) were present, in addition
to Common Buzzard, 34 Blacktailed Godwits, two Avocets and a
male Ruff. Round at Wat Tyler were
Peregrine, Barn Owl, 80-plus
Wigeon, a Kingfisher, at least three
Water Rails and the usual Snow
Goose, this last being seen
sporadically all month; along with
another long staying regular, the
Glossy Ibis. Wat Tyler on the 11th
saw two Barn Owls (squashed side
by side in their usual box), a
Greenshank, 17 Black-tailed
Godwits, 60-plus Redwings and 43
Wigeon. A Kingfisher was at Vange
on the 13th, with a Ruff there next
day. A fine selection of waders
could be seen at Wat Tyler’s marina
on the 16th- two Oystercatchers,
at least 12 Curlews, 15 Blacktailed Godwits (with another 85
flying over, heading for Vange),

many Common Redshanks, a few
Lapwings and singles of Avocet,
Grey Plover, Common Snipe,
Greenshank and Spotted
Redshank, Kingfisher and
Peregrine were also noted, with
many Fieldfares and Redwings
around the park. A solitary
Bewick’s Swan appeared at Vange
on the 18th and stayed to the
year’s end. Joining it on the 18th
were 58 Greylag Geese, at least
100 Wigeon, 50 Gadwall, 18
Shoveler, five Pintails and eight
Pochards. Sparrowhawk and
Kestrel were noted, with four
Water Rails heard calling. Waders
comprised three Avocets, 440
Lapwings, 60-plus Common Snipe,
70 Black-tailed Godwits, 20plus
Common Redshank, a Spotted
Redshank and three Green
Sandpipers. Other records included
25 Redwings, 11 Fieldfares, five
Bearded Tits, three Reed Buntings
and 12 Pied Wagtails.
Sparrowhawk, Peregrine and two
Kestrels were at Wat Tyler on the
22nd, with 12 Curlews, 40
Common Redshanks, 500
Black-headed Gulls, 50 Jackdaws
and a Kingfisher. Wigeon
numbered 200 at Vange on the
24th and Black-tailed Godwits 50
on the 31st, when two male
Bearded Tits were seen. Records
from Wat Tyler at the year’s end
included a Kingfisher, two
Peregrines and two Stonechats
(pair) on the 27th, with Common
Buzzard, ten Curlews, Green
Sandpiper and two Water Rails on
the 31st.
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Desert Wheater (David Curle)

January
Come New Year’s Day, the Bewick’s
Swan had relocated to Bowers
Marsh; it stayed for a few days
before joining with a small group of
its own kind as they passed over.
Vange Marsh on the 2nd held four
Pintail, Sparrowhawk, four
Avocets, 30 Black-tailed Godwit,
200 Lapwings, a Green Sandpiper
and a Kingfisher. The Green
Sandpiper was seen again on the
6th, when 250 Wigeon were
counted. Next day, at Wat Tyler,
there were 13 Black-tailed
Godwits and a Grey Wagtail, while
20 Waxwings put in an appearance
at Pitsea. These last were reported
regularly until mid month, with 75
on the 10th being the highest
count. Wat Tyler on the 10th saw a
tussle between a Marsh Harrier
and a Common Buzzard; the Barn
Owls continued to occupy one of
their usual boxes and did so all
month. A female Marsh Harrier
was at Vange on the 14th, in
addition to an Avocet, small
numbers of Common Snipe, 12
Fieldfares and at least five Bearded
Tits. Round at Wat Tyler were
Kestrel, 33 Black-tailed Godwits,
five Curlews, 14 Common
Redshanks, at least 100 Lapwings
and a male Stonechat. Three
Water Rails were reported here
next day. A Short-eared Owl was
seen at Vange Marsh on the 17th, as
were a male Marsh Harrier, Water
Rail, 200 Lapwings, 12 Common
Snipe, Green Woodpecker, 12
Fieldfare, two Bearded Tits and
seven Reed Buntings. Wat Tyler
held five Little Grebes, two Water
Rails and a Common Buzzard on
this date. Records from Vange
during the latter part of January
included male and female Marsh
Harriers on the 20th, the Glossy
Ibis, Kingfisher, Rock Pipit and
eight Common Snipe on the 22nd;
a Peregrine, 250 Wigeon, 50 Teal
and 25 Shovelers on the 24th and
a Kingfisher on the 25th.

February
Marsh Harrier, Common Buzzard
and Sparrowhawk were all noted
from Vange on the 3rd; a Chiffchaff
was reported from here next day,
being seen in the hedgerow
bordering the railway line. A
Long-eared Owl was reported from
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Wat Tyler on this date. Wat Tyler on
the 5th featured at least 80 Teal, 21
Black-tailed Godwit, female
Marsh Harrier, two Kestrels, the
usual Barn Owl (present all month)
and four Bullfinches. These flew
across Timbermans Creek to the old
tip. Singles of Spotted Redshank
and Greenshank were also
reported on this date; being sighted
sporadically all month. Round at
Vange the Bewick’s Swan had
reappeared on the 5th and was
present in the area for a couple of
weeks. The last sighting was on the
17th. Also on the 5th were 120
Greylag Geese, three Shelduck, a
Common Buzzard, four Marsh
Harriers (an adult male, two adult
females and an immature) and a
Green Sandpiper. The Snow Goose
put in an appearance here on the
7th, joined by 300-plus Wigeon,
two Great Crested Grebes
(present all month), eight Common
Snipe and 17 Curlews. The
Bewick’s Swan was seen from Wat
Tyler on the 13th, flying from Pitsea
Marsh towards Vange. Additionally,
the scrape held ten each of Tufted
Duck and Pochard while some 500
Lapwings could be seen in the air
over Bowers Marsh. A Peregrine
was seen next day, when Vange held
161 Lapwings, 11 Curlews and 18
Black-tailed Godwits. Male and
female Marsh Harriers were again
seen at Vange on the 17th; they
frequented the site all month, often
being joined by one or two
immature birds. Common Buzzard
and Sparrowhawk were also seen
here on the 17th; with counts of 85
Shoveler, ten Pochard and five
Shelduck. Waders comprised five
Common Snipe, nine Common
Redshank, two Green Sandpipers
and a Spotted Redshank.
Black-tailed Godwits at Vange
numbered 44 on the 21st, with a
Green Sandpiper also present.
Reports from Wat Tyler on the 25th
included singles of Ruff and
Whimbrel; and a second winter
Mediterranean Gull. Next day

there were four Ruff on
Timbermans Creek; other species
included four Oystercatchers,
three Avocets, eight Curlews, 25
Black-tailed Godwits, 95
Lapwings, Water Rail and two
Marsh Harriers (female and
immature). At least 37 Goldfinches
had assembled close to Pitsea
station. Counts from Wat Tyler on
the 27th comprised 11 Moorhens,
19 Jackdaws, 20 Great Blackbacked Gulls and seven Pochards.

March
A Marsh Harrier was at Wat Tyler
on the 2nd. Next day there were
three at Vange Marsh- an adult
male and female, joined by an
immature; and being noted from
here all month. A male
Sparrowhawk was also noted, as
were a few warders: two
Oystercatchers, ten Black-tailed
Godwits, four Common Snipe and
three Green Sandpipers. Other
species included a Kingfisher, at
least two Bearded Tits and
three-plus Reed Buntings. Wat
Tyler on this date held Peregrine,
Common Buzzard, Kestrel, Barn
Owl, at least three Avocets and a
Green Woodpecker. Two Marsh
Harriers were here next day and a
male Bullfinch was seen. Round at
Vange 120-plus Wigeon were in
addition to 40 Shoveler, two Great
Crested Grebes and a Grey Plover.
This last was still present on the
6th, being joined by a Greenshank,
a Common Sandpiper and five
Curlews. Wigeon at Vange
numbered at least 200 on the 8th;
also here were the Grey Plover,
four Green Sandpipers, one or two
Water Rails and three Grey
Wagtails. Shoveler has increased
to an impressive 100 on the 10th,
with 25 Black-tailed Godwits, 13
Common Snipe, three Avocets and
two Green Woodpeckers noted.
On the 16th 150 Black-tailed
Godwits had been joined by 22
Common Snipe, four Pintails, 18
Pochard and 58 Coots. A male
Marsh Harrier was seen at Wat
Tyler on the 20th; next day at Vange
the three birds already mentioned
were joined by a second immature.
A Common Buzzard was also
noted, as were ten Little Grebes
and six Common Snipe. Wat Tyler
held two Common Buzzards, 19

Black-tailed Godwits and ten
Avocets. Next day at Vange were a
Kestrel, 12 Avocets, two Water
Rails and two Grey Wagtails.
Towards the month’s end at Vange,
the 28th saw two Common
Buzzards and a Kestrel; at least 100
Wigeon still present, 74 Shovelers,
140 Black-tailed Godwits, seven
Common Snipe, eight Curlews,
two Ruff and a Greenshank. A
female Sparrowhawk was seen on
the 29th, with at least 36 Sand
Martins hawking over the flood and
at least two Bearded Tits in the
reeds.

April
Three Marsh Harriers at Wat Tyler
on the 1st comprised two adult
males, one somewhat more brightly
coloured, and an immature. Two
Common Buzzards, Sparrowhawk
and Kestrel were also noted.
Additional records included 17
Curlews, 11 Avocets and single
males of Bearded Tit and Reed
Bunting. Butterflies included ten
Peacocks and four Small White. Two
Marsh Harriers were present at
Vange on this date: an adult female
and an immature; as were three
Great Crested Grebes, 30
Black-tailed Godwits, five
Common Snipe, a male Blackwinged Stilt and at least 50 Sand
Martins. Black-tailed Godwits
numbered 30 again two days later,
with two Green Sandpipers, a
Common Sandpiper, Water Rail,
25 Wigeon and ten Pochards also
here. Male and female Marsh
Harriers frequented this site all
month. Two Bearded Tits were seen
on the 5th and again on the 6th,
joined on the latter by two Reed
Buntings, a Sedge Warbler and
eight Common Snipe. Four
Black-winged Stilts were notable
on the 8th, with four
Oystercatchers, Jack Snipe, three
Common Buzzards and 20
Swallows. The Black-winged Stilts
visited on and off all month. A first
winter Little Gull was of interest on
the 10th, when other records
comprised two Greenshanks and
20-plus Sand Martins. Back at Wat
Tyler on the 11th, a Common
Whitethroat was in addition to a
Peregrine, Kestrel and two
Common Buzzards. The Little Gull
was still present at Vange (staying

until at least the 20th, when two
were reported), with four Great
Crested Grebes and a Yellow
Wagtail being noted. Staying at
Vange, the two Marsh Harriers
were joined by a third on the 14th
(an immature); other raptors
included two Common Buzzards
(all five circling together at one
point), a pair of Sparrowhawk
(displaying) and a Kestrel. Waders
comprised 18 Black-tailed
Godwits, nine Avocets, four
Common Snipe and a Little Ringed
Plover. At least two Bearded Tits
were in the eastern reedbed.
Peregrine and Sparrowhawk were
seen at Wat Tyler on the 17th, when
two male Marsh Harriers were
again noted. The more brightly
coloured bird chased off the other;
this taking place over Timbermans
Creek. Also here were 13 Avocets,
five Oystercatchers, two Reed
Warblers and a Lesser
Whitethroat. Reports from Vange
on this date included a male
Peregrine, two Little Ringed
Plovers, two Greenshanks, a
Spotted Redshank, 20 Swallows
and a Nightingale singing
somewhere on the old tip.
Two Yellow Wagtails were here on
the 18th, with 15 Goldfinches on
the 19th. Next day three
Oystercatchers were joined by six
Black-tailed Godwits, five
Greenshanks, a Little Ringed
Plover, a Green Sandpiper, at least
ten Common Snipe, three Lesser
Whitethroats and at least two
each of Bearded Tit and Reed
Bunting. Several Orange Tip and
Small Tortoiseshell butterflies were
seen. Twelve Black-tailed Godwits
and ten Pochards were counted on
the 21st, when two Mediterranean
Gulls were seen at Wat Tyler. A

Peregrine was reported tussling
with two Common Buzzards over
Vange on the 22nd. Fourteen
Pochards were here on the 24th,
with a summer plumaged Spotted
Redshank and two Greenshanks. A
Water Rail was heard at Wat Tyler,
a Hobby was noted and two male
Cuckoos were seen fighting;
Common Tern and Bearded Tit
were present.
Two Common Terns visited briefly
on the 26th, when at least 60
Swallows fed over the scrape in the
cold, showery weather. Next day
two Spotted Redshanks, reported
from Vange, were in addition to a
Nightingale (again heard singing
from the old tip), five Teal, two
Common Sandpipers and 100
mixed Hirundines. These comprised
mostly Sand Martins and
Swallows, with a few House
Martins. As the month drew to a
close at Vange, on the 28th, 15
Greenshanks included 13 flying in
together and settling in the
north-east corner. Eight Blacktailed Godwits roosted on the
saline lagoon. Out on the flood, six
Mediterranean Gulls dropped in
for a while. All were adults. Four
Wigeon were still present. Singles
of Yellow Wagtail and Bearded Tit
were seen, while birds of prey
comprised four Marsh Harriers,
two Common Buzzards, a Kestrel
and a Hobby. The last was
aerobatically pursuing insects over
the eastern reedbed. Two Spotted
Redshanks were again reported. A
Cuckoo was here on the 29th,
when Brimstone, Red Admiral and
Wall Brown butterflies were
recorded. A Little Gull was reported
from Wat Tyler; where, on the 30th,
four Little Grebes and ten
Common Terns were present.

Bewick’s Swans (David Cornwell)
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These are some more of the entries in the photography competition.
From top to bottom:
Cormorant (Mike Davies), Cuckoo chick (Pat Cox), Mute Swan (David L. Smith)
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