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Editorial
Lesley Collinsn
I hope that you have had good birding so far this year,
the weather earlier on was very changeable – going
from 22+ to 5 degrees in a matter of days with wind,
rain and snow added to the mix! At the end of April, on
a very damp and chilly evening walk at Fingringhoe,
we ticked off Common Nightingale and Common
Cuckoo which for me means the start of Spring.  We
extended the spring bank holiday by having a trip to
Friesland, Netherlands to take Steve’s mum to visit
friends, and, as they are keen birders, Steve managed a
day out with the binoculars while I took the ladies
shopping! And Steve is now busy sorting out the ‘wish
list’ for our trip to Calgary and Vancouver later this
year, getting it ready to send out to the guides we
have lined up to take us out and show us the best
birding areas. That will then be followed by some
non-birding days with my son and his family!
And so on to this issue. I am pleased to announce
that our old website transfers to the new one on the
15th July.  When you first visit you will need to set a
new password and indicate that we can use your
records/photos.  We would love to hear what you
think about the new website, which has taken a lot of
man hours by Andrew Ducat to get set up but should
be much easier for you to use and will be much easier
for our webmasters to manage and update. Please
email as usual to essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.
com with ‘website’ in the subject line.
We have an article from one of our younger
members, about a ringing project he has been
involved with on Two-Tree Island. This is a three-year
project and David will write more in the coming year
or two so we can follow up with his findings. Ringing is
such a great way of finding out so much about our
birds, a very fascinating subject we hope to feature
more of. EBwS will be presenting David with a cheque
towards the cost of purchasing rings and other
necessary items to help him continue ringing Essex
birds. If you know of any Essex project that would like
help with funding then please do email Vice-chairman,
Steve Collins.
Mark Bridges has written an interesting article for us
about birding from, or near, your car – to help those
less agile, for whatever reason, to still enjoy birding in
Essex. If you know of other places you have found

Near a busy road and footpath – but still plenty of visitors.
Above right: Eurasian Blue Tit.

then please do let us know and we will share these
with members.
As you may know, the Thames Gull Ringing group
have now moved on to ringing Brant Geese
(amongst other birds) and Paul has written us an
article outlining their plans. I can share with you now
that EBwS are planning to support this project with
funding towards satellite tagging up to 10 Brant
Geese, we will then follow these on our website and
with future articles from Paul and the team. This
funding has come from monies raised at the 2018
Conference and from our records being used by
developers as part of the Essex Field Club
Partnership Scheme.
We really appreciate it when you ask if you can
send us articles, in this issue we have some more for
you. ‘Hawfinch Invasion’, ‘Winter at Thorndon Park’,
‘What’s in a Name?’ and a book review – I hope you
enjoy them all.
Our field trips continue to be popular and we have
an article on Oare Marshes, where we will be visiting
on 11th November. If you would like to join one of
our field trips then ring Gerry on 07775 663166 or
send us an email.
And no issue is complete without some overseas
birding! Andrew Stroud went to Lima in Peru for a
visit and managed to get in some city birding.  And,
as promised, I have started writing up the first part
of our Gambia trip last November. It is lovely to look
back at the many photos (we still have to sort them
out yet) and reminisce about this wonderful trip –
we saw so many birds that I have spread it over
two issues!
I do hope you enjoy this issue, once again, if you
have any comments good (or bad) or any articles for
us, or ideas you wish us to pursue, then please do
email essexbirdwatchingsociety@gmail.com – I
monitor this inbox daily and emails are then
forwarded to the relevant committee member to
deal with.

From left to right: European Goldfinch; Common Chaffinch; House Sparrows; Great Tit.
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Chairman’s Watchpoint
 Gerry Johnsonn
Following my appeal in the Winter/Spring Issue
131 of Essex Birding for assistance with the Report
I am pleased to report that one, yes just the one
member has subsequently volunteered to help
with the sub-editing of the Society’s first class
annual Bird Report. Thank you Mark and I know
that you will enjoy being a valuable member of
the editorial Team. Please let us know how you
get on.
Members will now have received their copy of the
‘Essex Bird Report’ for 2015. However, as no
volunteers have come forward to help with the
editing of the Report, Editor Graham Smith has NOW
resigned. Until a volunteer or different solution has
been found, this will unfortunately be the last Report
for the foreseeable future.  We thank Graham for
taking up the Editor gauntlet, for a second period in
2009 and wish him a happy and long retirement.
At the AGM (which due to the unseasonable severe
winter weather conditions across much of Essex, had
to be postponed in March and held over until April),
our Treasurer of 23-years Anthony Harbott
retired.  We all thank Anthony for holding this most
important senior position for so long and for keeping
the Society funds on the straight-and-narrow. On
behalf of the members I hope that you enjoy a long
and healthy retirement doing more of what you
enjoy – WeBS surveying at Bradwell on the ‘Dengie’,
mist-net catching in his garden and I assume that
you will not be returning to refereeing football
matches again?
Also, Margaret Mitchell stood down as President
and as a Trustee of the Society. Margaret has held a
number of positions stretching back many years.
Margaret joined the Exec. Committee in 1989,
moving to Vice Chairman in 1991 and advanced to
Chairman in 1993 for three years, only to rejoin the
Committee again in 2001 as Indoor Meeting
Secretary, finally becoming President in 2013.  We
will miss your advice and wise council on the various
sensitive issues as tackled over these years.  We all
wish you a happy, healthy and long retirement.
I would like to thank the six excellent speakers that
delivered such enthusiastic and interesting lectures
at our 4th Conference about the “Coastal and
Marshland Birds of Essex” to a full theatre of
members and guests. If you attended I trust that you
enjoyed the day’s events? The funds raised will help
provide navigation equipment to monitor migration
routes taken by species we currently know very little
about. The combined efforts of all the Executive
Committee members, plus the additional volunteers
that helped on the day, are all to be commended for
the smooth running of the day’s lectures and the
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displays in the foyer. I must single out Secretary
Lesley Collins and Vice Chairman Steve Collins, for
selling all the conference tickets as well as obtaining
so many fabulous raffle prizes, donated by supporters
of our Conservation Conference (first prize was a
fantastic three-day DBB stay at the Grant Arms Hotel
in Granton-on-Spey), as well as putting together
another excellent issue of ‘Essex Birding’. And not
forgetting our host Jo Hasnip and the technicians at
Writtle University College, who made us so welcome
and ensured that we remained fully operational at all
times without any glitches.
As mentioned, all of the Executive Committee make
a valuable contribution to the running of the Society,
but I would like to take this opportunity to mention
Membership Secretary Peter Dwyer, who not only
attends most of the Indoor and Field Trip Meetings,
but also so many of the additional outside events
with the Society display stand, as arranged around
the County - north, south, east and west - meeting
existing members, speaking with potential new
members and spreading the word of the Society
activities whenever possible.
In June, the Society supported the first national
‘Swift Awareness Week’ to promote the plight of
Swifts across the UK. Chelmsford Museum in
Oaklands Park held an event day to promote the
Swift nest boxes mounted at the Museum;
additionally, we had a table top display in the High
Chelmer shopping centre, both of these events
generated a lot of interest.  Working closely with the
EWT, a joint venture partnership has been formed
which is dedicated to getting, where appropriate,
future planning applications for the many new
housing developments scheduled to be built across
the County to include the fitting of unobtrusive
integral ‘Manthorpe’ Swift nesting bricks.  What is
proposed can make so much of a difference for
Swifts at a relative minimal cost. If you happen to
see screaming parties of Swifts where you live,
or at places you are visiting around Essex during
the summer, please inform John Smart by e-mail
john_smart3@btinternet.com and advise the
number of Swifts seen and the location, these
can then be incorporated as part of the ‘Map of
Essex Swifts’.
Finally, I am very pleased to advise that the
cancelled March Indoor Meeting speaker, Steve
Grimwade from ‘Swallow Birding’, has been
rebooked to deliver his talk on the ‘Wildlife of Eastern
Europe’ at our November meeting. I hope that you
are able to attend what promises to be an excellent
evening as part of the new programme for 2018-19,
as detailed on your enclosed fixture card.

Wood’s warblings
Simon Wood, EBwS President n
My first piece as the Society’s new President must
begin with a big, big thank you to Margaret Mitchell
who stepped down as our President at the April AGM
after more years at the helm than she would want
me to mention, although Margaret did have to serve
a month more than expected due to the arrival of a
certain weather system that was dubbed, rather
over-dramatically I think, the “Beast from the East”.
I am sure you will all join me in wishing Margaret
well in her “retirement”. Hopefully we will see her
at various EBS events in the future.
I’m sure most people know who I am, so I will not
say anything further about myself but will, instead,
start my Presidential career by uttering a four-letter
word …
…DATA
I am of course not talking about a certain character
in the Star Trek reboot The Next Generation, whom
some of you may recall but to, as the Oxford English
Dictionary defines it, “Facts and statistics collected
together for reference or analysis”.  Wikipedia adds
to this by suggesting that “Data, information,
knowledge and wisdom are closely related
concepts”.  Without such data, the Birds of Essex in
any of its versions simply could not have been
written. It underpins much of what the EBS does and
promotes.  We all collect it, and many of us I am sure
analyse it to see if there are any trends evident even
at local level. One thing that analysis of data for
Heybridge GP from the last 50 years has shown me
just recently is that Red-breasted Merganser, a rare
visitor to the site has two strong peaks of
occurrence, one in December/January and another
in March, with virtually no February records. Clearly
there is some movement going on but the exact
nature of this is unclear. That is just a small example
of data use locally but on the national level it
becomes part of the “bigger picture” and is vital for

conservation organisations and for production of
national atlases and the like.
The recording and submitting of bird records has
undoubtedly been made easier in recent years. The
Society’s own website allows direct input of your
sightings to the Society’s database and the British
Trust for Ornithology’s Birdtrack scheme also sends
all Essex records on to our Recorder Mick Tracey.
The EBS is part of the Essex Biological and
Geological Records Centre Service administered by
Essex Field Club which in essence allows for data
collected by member organisations (the others are
Basildon Council, Buglife, Butterfly Conservation,
Essex Amphibian & Reptile Group, Essex Bat Group)
to be sold to developers and the like who have to
carry out ecological research and surveys prior to
submitting planning applications.  All this means
three things, two very positive and one negative –
1. Much more data which means more “knowledge
and wisdom” …
2.	An important income stream for the EBS which
will, hopefully, provide it with opportunities that
previously could not be considered.
3.	And the negative bit – Our lone recorder Mick
Tracey really does need assistance. He is doing an
incredible job on his own handling all the data
but with the mountain growing ever higher he
needs a willing volunteer, or better still,
volunteers to assist. He currently processes
nearly a QUARTER OF A MILLION records
annually.
So, out of all the members out there, there must be
one or two willing to step forward to assist him?
Yes…? Anyone...? Please do get in touch using the
EBS email address: essexbirdwatchingsociety@
gmail.com
Well, that’s me done. Off birding now. Enjoy Essex
Birding.

Red-breasted Merganser (David L. Smith)
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EBwS Conference Report
Steve Swinneyn
The beast from the East may have hindered Spring
Migration but it’s return, with related weather
warnings and a snowy Saturday start, failed to
dampen the spirits and enthusiasm of those
attending the EBwS 4th Conservation Conference on
17th March 2018. This year’s theme of ‘Coastal and
Marshland Birds of Essex’ was eloquently covered by
presentations from high calibre lecturers, alongside
exhibition stands of local and topical materials and
an excellent buffet lunch before the finale – the
Grand Raffle!
With over 350 miles of shoreline – Essex claims
the longest coastline of any English County, Essex
birders have probably walked most of it without
counting the mileage! Cornwall may dispute the
claim but someone who probably could clarify
would be Dr Chris Gibson, who opened the
conference with a lecture reflecting on the history of
conservation of the Essex coast.
Dr Chris presented a brief history of Essex coastal
conservation schemes – from a distinct lack of any,
to the current day where every area of Essex’s coast
is designated aside a few small holes, at the very
least for overwintering birds. Dr Chris established the
need and importance of such schemes and detailed
the need for sustainable development through
mitigation schemes; the need for consideration of
sea level rise especially relating to salt marsh erosion
and possible mitigation by coastal realignment
through breach of sea walls. Discussing new
residential developments in the form of Garden
Town/Communities in the north east of the county
he considered recreational disturbance upon coastal
habitats. Presenting the concept that the Essex coast
is of global significance, and not singular wetlands
but several vital interconnected environments; he
highlighted the need to remain vigilant, keep
surveying and submitting data and to continue to
press wildlife organizations and governmental
agencies, especially post Brexit.
Dawn Balmer (Head of Surveys: BTO) followed,
presenting the winners and losers among UK
Breeding (Wading) birds. Taking a UK perspective,
but covering many of our Essex wetland favourites,
her lecture highlighted the importance and use of
volunteer survey data by BTO and partner agencies,
especially the Breeding Bird Survey, Waterways
Breeding Survey, Nest Recording Scheme, BTO
Ringing Data; alongside data from the Bird Atlas
2007-2011. Dawn presented the concerning decline
in wader breeding success and contraction of 80%
across UK and Ireland. Our own county sightings
likely identify with losers such as Curlew, Redshank,
Snipe, Lapwing, Ringed Plover and Woodcock,
6

though our own county data parallels a buck to the
trend with a 1700% expansion in Avocet breeding
success.  At county level it was sad to hear of species
that once bred in the county but do so no more or
remain merely hanging on in single figures.  After
considering some of the key factors potentially
affecting breeding success; adult lifespan, changes to
habitat and vegetation, climate change, predation,
disturbance; Dawn ended with the encouragement
to remain vigilant especially looking for breeding
evidence and record and send it to EBwS or the BTO.
Taking the title from the Latin ‘Numenius’ taxa,
‘New Moon on the Wane – The Curse of the Curlews’
was our last lecture of the morning, delivered by Rick
Simpson of Wader Quest.  A new organisation for
me, Wader Quest supports projects with necessary
equipment and resources where locals around the
globe wish to protect a species local to them. Rick
presented a most informative talk on the numerous
global ‘Curlew’ species, bringing a realisation to the
challenge this taxonomical group have faced and are
facing – our own N. arquata, Eurasian Curlew, is a
specific concern having declines of -97% Ireland,
-80% Wales, -50% England and Scotland. Thankfully
Whimbrel is less so.
As in previous years we were treated to a superb
buffet lunch followed with ample opportunity to
view the exhibition stands, find out more from the
presenters, purchase goodies and catch up with
fellow birders – Steve Grimwade was on hand to
direct me to the right location to see my first Cirl
Bunting the Monday after – although he failed to
mention the three-foot snow drifts en-route to said
hedgerow!
Following an excellent buffet lunch and time to
renew acquaintances and chat, the afternoon
sessions began with Susan Rendell-Read presenting
the RSPB/EU LIFE initiative, seeking to assist Little
Tern breeding productivity.  Although the initiative is
UK wide, the project is relevant to Essex as at
one-point Essex held 20% of the UK breeding
population. Opportunity exists to join a Little tern
group, monitoring the 3 historic breeding sites and
gathering current data, with a view to future
assisting selected breeding colonies.  Alternatively,
the initiative would appreciate any sightings relating
to their ringing program: yellow 3-digit rings and
blue 2-digit rings, with an Irish program
compromising green rings (East West migration has
been noted).
Dr Teresa Frost (BTO WeBS National Organiser)
followed, re-energising WEBS involvement and
motivating us to fulfil the following morning counts,
despite the -5C wind chill and snow.  Wetland Bird

EBWS Conference report

Clockwise from top left: Delegates; EBwS; Wader Quest; Brant Geese Project; Southend High School for Girls Nature Group; BTO.
(all photos: lesley Collins)
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EBWS Conference report
Survey (WeBS) data was presented and trends
considered. This long-established survey, with data
first published in 1963, is used by national bodies to
assess not just local but global populations,
especially identifying high percentage population
locations. Once again, details of sightings of colour
ringed waders are much appreciated at the website
www.cr-birding.org or mailed into BTO.
Opportunities exist for regional organisers and
significant locations, including Abberton Reservoir,
require members to assist in counts.
The final conference session was presented by
Graham White (RSPB Senior Wetlands Ecologist).
Having followed Graham’s activity on Twitter, it was
good to hear more of his vital work and to get an
insight into the thinking behind reserve
management. Graham explained the importance of
biodiversity plans and ecological objectives;
expressed the need to view reserves as larger
habitats, expanding them where possible; the need
to dynamically manage water levels, rotating wet
and dry scrapes across neighbouring sites to
maximise feeding and breeding opportunity – Be
prepared for change accordingly!
Graham has a hands-on focus upon our Essex RSPB
reserves. RSPB Bowers Marsh must be considered as
a 30-year plan and, though currently performing less
than desired, water level management will better

the habitat but requires approx. £150k to resolve
current issues. Havergate Island flooded during a tidal
surge in December 2013 – lowering spillways and a
larger exit sluice enabling 1.5 cubic million metres of
water movement, resolves future sea wall damage.
Re: Wallasea Island, “We cannot yet report a date for
hides” but the breaking news is that Graham has put
money on “breeding Kentish Plover within the next 5
years!” ...  As a species required for my UK list – I’m
hoping he’s not going to be out of pocket! It was
fascinating to hear how Chinese shrimp farming
techniques are planned for introduction at Wallasea,
and elsewhere, to maximise wader feeding
opportunities and to provision potential breeding
among larger species like Spoonbill. If wetland species
hit anything like the spectacular heights of
overwintering raptors in recent years, we will be
privileged to have such a reserve in the county.
Graham concluded that we may lose some species in
the future but we will gain others: eg Great White
Egrets, Black-winged Stilts, Kentish Plover? and
county RSPB reserve habitats will reflect this!
The success of the EBwS Conservation conference
event has been notable with improvements year on
year. Huge thanks and credit to Gerry, the Conference
team and the EBwS committee. I’m sure that I’m not
alone in appreciating their insight, abilities and effort
to make the event a resounding success.

Top left: Southend High School for Girls Nature Group. Above left: Swallow Birding. Above right: RSPB. (all photos: lesley Collins)
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Raffle
A huge thank you to everyone that bought raffle tickets that we sent out with the last Essex Birding Journal,
and those that also bought on the day of the Conference. You all helped us to raise just under £800, which truly
reflected the wonderful prizes that had been donated. And I would like to say again, a huge thank you to all
those companies that donated the prizes.
PRIZE
WINNER
1 Grant Arms Hotel - 3 day stay for 2 people, D B&B at the Grant Arms Hotel E Jackson

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Swarovski Optics - Wristwatch

Eileen McLernon

Bushnell UK - 16MP HD Essential E3 Tan, Low Glow, Box

Andrew Raybould

Bushnell UK - 10X42 Trophy 2016, Green Binoculars

Richard Hibbert

Opticron - Savanna R PC 8x33 binoculars

Chris Jones

Hawke Optics - Hawke 8 x 32 received 31.5.17

Lesley Collins

Swallowbirding – Day trip for 2 people

David Saville

British Birds – 1-year digital subscription

Gerry Johnson

EBwS – Day trip for 2 people

Ernest Foulds

CJ Wildlife – bird seed & feeder

Ken Hudgell

Bird Journal – 1-year subscription

Peter Hewitt

Andrew Neal (local artist/photographer) – Framed Artwork

Andrew Cornish

Dave Gosney (easybirder) - South Portugal book and DVD pack

David Parrot

Alan Bedding (local artist/photographer) – Artwork

Moira Jackson

Paul Doherty (Bird Images) Birdwatching in Europe DVD

Jonathan Smith

EBwS – 1-year free membership

John Thorogood

Rohan - £15 voucher

Brian McGhie

Alan Bedding (local artist/photographer) – Artwork

Ruth Barnes

Birds and Bees – predator proof nest box

Pat Brand

Steve Cale – Artwork

Don Murray

BTO – Book

Sarah Gelpke (RSPB)

Well done to all our raffle
prize winners listed above,
which includes me!! I was
delighted to win a (much
needed) pair of binoculars.
(lesley Collins)

9

Giving Essex birds a ring at Two Tree Island
 David Wilkinsonn
Back in 2016 I was given the opportunity to begin
bird ringing operations at the Essex Wildlife Trust’s
reserve on Two Tree Island in the Thames Estuary,
tucked neatly between the pretty seaside town of
Leigh-On-Sea and the large settlement of Canvey
Island. The site had historical populations of
Common Nightingale, now thought to be victims of
the huge decline in the species over the past few
decades. Today, the site’s dense brambles, light
woodland and nettle patches make great habitat for
some of Britain’s more familiar summer visitors,
most notably Blackcaps and Common Whitethroats.
The nettles and trees provide the perfect home for
the countries more familiar resident species, whilst a
carefully managed plot of seed mix provides food for
finches such as European Goldfinches and the much
rarer Common Linnet.
It is thus, with much excitement, myself and a
trainee put plans into action in the Autumn of 2016.
Bird ringing is one of the most accurate and reliable
forms of surveying that there is, first used for
scientific purposes in 1899 by Danish scientist Hans
Christian Cornelius Mortensen to study Common
Starlings. It was then further established in Germany
in 1903, Hungary in 1908 and then in the UK as
early as 1909. Birds are normally caught in fine mesh
mist nets strung between two poles, though other
methods include everything from ground traps,
cannon netting (where nets are fired over large
groups of birds such as gulls) or even catching birds
by hand! Ringing involves fitting a lightweight,
uniquely coded metal ring, to the leg of the bird,
taking some key biometrics and releasing the bird
back into the wild. Today, ringing of birds provides
crucial information on movement, longevity,
breeding success, population trends and even their
health.  All things that, without individualising birds,
would be almost impossible to monitor to the same
degree. The data gathered allows conservationists to
better target their efforts and, of course money,
towards more effective projects and measures
around the country and the world. Knowing where
our birds go to in winter allows organisations,
working across borders, to look at protecting the
most important sites or areas overseas too. In the
UK & Ireland Bird Ringing operations are closely
regulated and controlled by
the BTO (British Trust of Ornithology) who deal
with licensing of ringers, collection of the data and
monitoring of the scheme.
The idea for myself was to join the CES (Constant
Effort Sites) scheme. The CES scheme aims to
understand breeding success and population trends
by monitoring sites for twelve standardised sessions
10

The piercing eyes of a Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Max Hellicar)

across the summer. These sessions must be equal in
length, have the exact same nets in place each time
and must be unaffected by outside variables such as
using bird feeders or any other attempts to lure birds
into nets. Ideally these sessions should then be
repeated year on year. So, it was in 2017 that we
joined over 130 other sites around the UK to place
220ft of nets around a small area of the island that
included all the major habitat types.
CES 1 was a bit of a disaster nationwide! The
weather all that week was horrendous and several
sites didn’t even manage to complete theirs.  At Two
Tree Island, which I call ‘TTI’ to avoid typing it out
over and over again (it’s a bit of a mouthful!), we
braved it on May th. The site really feels the wind as
it is so open, and as the nets blow about they’re
easier for the keener eyed birds to see. Regardless of
these difficulties, our 5-hour session produced the
first warblers of the year with four Blackcaps, three
Common Whitethroats (including a returnee from
our autumn ringing the previous year) and a
Common Chiffchaff. Including residents we ended
up with 13 birds. There were also signs the birds were
thinking about breeding as females lose the feathers
on their belly to allow them to incubate eggs in
Spring, and we could see that occurring in five birds.
By CES 3 it was the end of May, we were a quarter
of the way through and the weather had much
improved! 56 birds had been encountered and
Common Whitethroat lead Blackcap 13 birds to
ten.  We were yet to catch a juvenile but had
recorded 14 avian species and had caught four
Linnets as well as Lesser Whitethroats and
Common Chiffchaffs.
CES 4 was the session that we had been waiting
for, it was with much excitement that on June 2nd
the first of the ‘Class of 2017’ turned up in the nets.

giving brids a ring at two tree island
It’s always a great feeling to see new life and we
finally had some, well two! A bumbling baby
Common Linnet and a very fluffy little juvenile
Blackcap were both caught. It was very surprising
on reflection that we saw our first young Blackcap,
a summer visitor, before we saw our first young
European Robin, Dunnock, Eurasian Blackbird or
other common resident bird. You’d have thought
they would be churning them out earliest, and
certainly other ringers reported to me that they had
seen young residents much earlier. Maybe that bad
weather that impacted my CES 1 had similarly an
impact on them.
End of June, halfway point! And, in what was
becoming a rather fun little battle to keep an eye on,
Common Whitethroat lead Blackcap 22 birds to 21!
The stats were really interesting and, at this point,
worrying.  Whilst most sites were reporting lots of
juveniles and, by now, an even spread between
young birds and adults, we had caught an impressive
84 adult birds in CES’ 1-6 but just 19 juveniles. It was
clear that Two Tree’s birds had been late to start
their breeding and the productivity, meaning their
success, to that point was poor. However, six
Common Linnets had been a nice bonus and we had
caught young Common Chiffchaffs too.
CES 9 took place on 24th July and produced what
turned out to be the best bird of the year. Having
assumed they were all but gone from this part of
Essex, to catch a young Common Nightingale
was a shock. However, before we could pop the
champagne to celebrate this new discovery to the
Essex map, it was important to look at the bird more
closely.  Whilst being a first year, showing plenty of
old juvenile feathers that it will retain for the next
12 months, it had nearly finished its post-juvenile
moult and thus there is no evidence to suggest it
was born onsite, or indeed anywhere nearby.  At that
time of year, many Common Nightingales are
This Common Nightingale
was a welcome surprise!
(Max Hellicar)

Two Tree Island total species list: 31
(Garden Warbler, Northern Wheatear, Great
Spotted Woodpecker, Goldcrest, Eurasian
Reed Bunting, Eurasian Sparrowhawk &
Redwing caught outside CES)
SPECIES

ADULT

JUVENILE

TOTAL

Common
Whitethroat

28

39

67

Blackcap

22

20

42

European
Goldfinch

4

15

19

Winter Wren

8

5

13

European Robin

2

10

12

Common
Chiffchaff

5

6

11

Dunnock

5

4

9

Eurasian Blackbird

7

0

7

European
Greenfinch

6

1

7

Common Linnet

6

1

7

Great Tit

0

5

5

Eurasian Blue Tit

1

3

5

Song Thrush

3

1

4

Cetti’s Warbler

0

4

4

Common
Chaffinch

4

0

4

Long-Tailed Tit

1

2

3

Lesser
Whitethroat

3

0

3

Eurasian Reed
Warbler

2

1

3

Eurasian Jay

0

2

2

Sedge Warbler

1

0

1

Common Magpie

0

1

1

Willow Warbler

0

1

1

Common
Nightingale

0

1

1

Common Wood
Pigeon

0

1

1

SPECIES TOTAL

-

-

24

GRAND TOTAL

108

123

231
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giving brids a ring at two tree island

Common Linnet (Max Hellicar)

travelling south and are prone to stop off at sites
like ours to refuel. In reality, it could’ve come
from anywhere, but it does prove the island can
support them…
From this point on the remaining sessions were
rather uneventful and the end of August heralded
the end of the CES. Early starts, endless lugging of all
sorts of paraphernalia around the island, and sixty
hours of ringing, had at last produced the first
controlled data set compiled at Two Tree, and I was
very proud and relieved to have it done. Common
Whitethroat had run away with it in the end beating
Blackcap 67 birds to 42, completely against the
typical results from other sites where the Blackcap is
typically more abundant. 19 European Goldfinches
made them the third most common bird.
The data collected by ringing this year found some
interesting things.  We were able to see that twelve
different species bred in and around the survey area
and hypothesise that a further four probably did too.
These numbers included four warbler species, with
Common Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Common
Whitethroat being the all-important summer
migrants that are so crucial to study. On the largest
samples we used a simple equation to determine
productivity of Blackcaps and Common
Whitethroats of around 1.23 and 1.35 fledglings per
nest. These numbers are sadly quite low, as were
overall numbers of juveniles, indicating a poor
breeding season probably due to that unsettled
weather early on.  After physically ringing so many
birds we did get some information on a wanderer!
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Common Whitethroat were a very numerous addition to
the list (Max Hellicar)

Obviously many birds will have migrated south but
it was nice that one was intercepted by another bird
ringer. Common Chiffchaff HYD946 was ringed as a
juvenile on 26th August probably on its way out. The
Cuckmere Ringing Group operating in East Sussex
captured it six weeks later on 15th October, heading
south to the sunnier climates of the Mediterranean
or even North or West Africa to spend its winter.
Here’s hoping we catch up with that bird and some
of its friends next year!
I cannot wait to return to Two Tree Island in 2018
and compare the data we collected on the CES in
2017 to what we go on to collect this year. That’s
when it really gets interesting!

News and Information
Don’t miss out;
let’s stay-in-touch
Gerry Johnson
The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) came into
force in May 2018. This requires many organisations like the
Essex Birdwatching Society (EBwS), Registered Charity No.
1142734, to have valid lawful basis in order to process and
protect our member’s personal data.  As a member of the EBwS
you will have already received copies of the ‘Essex Birding’
magazine, the annual ‘Essex Bird Report’ and possibly the e-mail
‘Newsletter’. These publications do sometimes include
advertisements, details of AGM’s, conferences, indoor meetings,
field trip meetings, other events, Society sales goods and
possible special offers from third parties. These are sent to
members in the legitimate interests of yourself and the EBwS as
a benefit and entitlement of membership.
Very occasionally the EBwS may wish to send you ‘additional
information’ as well. By this we mean other information we think
may be of interest to our members, for example information
about products (such as books and equipment) or services,
marketed by other organisations which may prove helpful to the
birdwatcher, details of events of other organisations (RSPB, EWT,
BTO) which may also be of interest. Such material will be very
limited and could be sent by post or e-mail, but under the new
regulation the EBwS has requested that you ‘opt in’ to receive it.
As an Essex Birdwatching Society member, you will have
already received a ‘Declaration of Correspondence’ form with the
winter/spring issue 131 of ‘Essex Birding’. To date, Membership
Secretary Peter Dwyer has received approximately 60% of the
completed forms back. However, that means that 40% still have
to return them! Might you be one of them that could miss out
on something important? (i.e. very late cancellation of a
meeting). The Society appreciates that some members might
not wish to be contacted, or only in specific ways, so please let us
know. The EBwS will keep a record of the date when your consent
was received or withdrawn.
To enable the Society to get your contact wishes right please
complete your form and post it to Membership Secretary Peter
Dwyer, 48 Churchill Avenue, Halstead, Essex, CO9 2BE
alternatively scan and e-mail it to EssexBirdwatchingSociety@
gmail.com. If you have misplaced your copy of the ‘Declaration
of Correspondence’ form, it can be down loaded from the EBwS
website WWW.EBwS.ORG.UK.
Further information about the EBwS Data Protection / Privacy
Policy and how we use and protect your personal data can be
found in the Information Sheet No. 16, which is on the Society’s
website www.EBwS.org.uk.
Don’t miss out; please return your ‘Declaration of
Correspondence’ form today so the Society can stay-in-touch, or
alternatively not to contact you if that is your wish?

Compliments
‘I was delighted to receive issue 131 of
‘Essex Birding’, and loved the photo on
page 71 of the fox and two Magpies. It
reminded me of an incident I witnessed in
Northlands Wood, Langdon Hills, where a
fox was crossing over a field from one
wood to another and was being harassed
by about 7 Magpies. Not once did the
animal snap back from the several pecks
of its back from the birds. I admired its
control as the birds were obviously trying
to wind it up.
May I wish you and the committee a
healthy and happy 2018.’
Bob Beech
‘I just wanted to let you know that the
Swarovski Watch is safely in my
possession. I found myself lost for words
when you phoned to give me the news on
Sunday - I have never won anything in a
raffle before, and to win such a wonderful
prize is amazing. I shall enjoy wearing it
even more because it comes from EBWS.
Thank you again, and best wishes to you
all.’
Eileen McLernon
Hi Gerry
‘Just wanted to say thank you for a great
day’s birding today. My first time round
Rutland other than bird fair and also my
first American Wigeon so win win.
Looking forward to Titchwell next month.’
Matt Turner

You will, I hope, be pleased to
have received this issue of Essex
Birding Journal in a paper, rather
than plastic, envelope. I hope this
shows that we listen to our
members and that we are always
looking for ways to help improve
our environment.
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Essex birding from your car:
birding for the less mobile
Mark Bridgesn
For various reasons at different times we’ve found
ourselves in the position of not being able to walk
very far, for keen birders that really isn’t helpful.
Not wishing to miss out on our birding we decided
to see if we could find places where birds could be
seen from, or near to, our car. This turned out to be
surprisingly successful, not only giving us a great list
and variety of bird species, but also some rather
nice locations.
Realising that there must also be other birders with
limited walking abilities, the following is a description
of just some of the best places we found, with a hint
of what might be seen, that I hope will be of use to
others in a similar position.
A helpful start would be to acquire a copy of Explore
Wild Essex, published by Lopinga Books, which is a
guide to the nature reserves and country parks in
Essex and will assist in finding most of the places
mentioned and other sites that might be suitable.
The EBwS website will also be invaluable, both for
checking latest sightings and what has been seen
previously at each site, and also to give you a guide as
to what birds may be expected at any particular time
of the year.
A good spotting ‘scope is recommended and a
folding chair can also be handy at some spots.
Most of the places mentioned have toilets and
café facilities, which are noted at the end of each
site description.
The locations are in no particular order but we’ll
start with an A! Abberton Reservoir in fact,
commencing on Layer Breton causeway. From various
spots along the causeway many of the birds can be
seen from your vehicle, depending on the time of
year this may include all three species of Wagtails,
Green Sandpiper, Little Gull, Common and Black Terns
or some of the scarcer ducks including Smew and
Common Merganser, lately a wintering Eurasian
Bittern has also been a possibility, whilst Peregrine
Falcon and Western Marsh Harrier are likely. The best
views will be had by standing next to your car, warm
clothing (at any time of the year!) is recommended,
good numbers and a nice variety of species can be
observed all year round from here.
Moving on to the Abberton visitor centre, if possible
park so that you can look out over the bay. Start by
scanning the fence line and grassland in front of you
where Eurasian Skylark, Meadow Pipit and European
Stonechat can often be located. The area of water in
front of the car park can be a good place to see
various species of Grebe and Tern. The visitor centre
14

Eurasian Oystercatcher (Simon Cox)

also affords good views over the reservoir.
On the way out check the dead trees behind the
car park as these are occasionally used by either
European Green or Great Spotted Woodpeckers.
There is a parking area just off the entrance road
which provides access to the northern end of this
causeway for further views of the bay and the
muddy edges, which can be good for Waders. The
wooded area beside the entrance gate is also worth
checking. The toilets and café are within the visitor
centre which is approximately 40 metres from the
car park. Postcode CO2 0EU
For a good selection of woodland birds Fingringhoe
Wick reserve is ideal.  A late spring visit is a good
time, check in at the visitor centre and gain
permission to drive down to the car park area that is
set aside for the less able. From here you can be right
in the heart of the action, many woodland birds can
be observed from this location and at the right time
Common Nightingales can be very close, as can the
occasional European Turtle Dove or Eurasian
Bullfinch. If you are able, a visit to the nearby hides
will give good views of the various birds on the
mudflats beside the river.
Returning to the visitor centre it is well worth
scanning over the lake as this can be a good place
to locate Common Kingfisher, whilst looking out
from the visitor centre itself may yield Western
Marsh Harrier, Peregrine Falcon and Little Egret.
The visitor centre has both toilets and a café, which
are approximately 20 metres from the disabled
parking spaces and 40 metres from the car park.
Postcode CO5 7DN.
Whilst in the area, a visit to Copt Hall Marshes can
be productive at the right time of day/year. From the
car park you get a nice panoramic view over the

essex birding from your car
countryside, and from here it’s possible that you
may see Western Marsh Harrier, Short-Eared and
Western Barn Owl. The adjacent fields can yield
Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Northern
Lapwing, Common Golden Plover and winter
Thrushes (in winter!). There are no facilities at this
site. Postcode CO5 7RD.
Wat Tyler Country Park has an easily accessible
hide (30 metres opposite the Green Centre car park)
which affords views over a large lagoon and
reedbed.  A good variety of Gulls, Waders and Ducks
can be found and, with patience, Cetti’s Warbler,
Bearded Reedling and Water Rail might be seen
amongst the reedbed.  A scan of the many posts and
pylons can often be rewarded with a Peregrine
Falcon, and Western Marsh Harriers can often be
seen over the fields beyond.  A key is required for the
hide, which can be obtained from the RSPB visitor
centre which is adjacent to the central car park.
A drive to the car park at the marina end of the
Country Park can also be worthwhile. Check the
adjacent creek for Waders and the fields beyond for
Geese and Gulls, again it’s worth scanning the
pylons for Peregrine Falcon. The main visitor centre
has toilets and a café, which are adjacent to the car
park.  Whilst the RSPB visitor centre has no facilities,
there is a disabled parking bay beside it or a car park
20 metres behind it. Post code SS16 4UH.
Thurrock Thameside Nature Park is also a good
place for viewing waders, either from the visitor
centre or the near-by hide. There is a small car park
beside the entrance gate from where you can view
some feeders.  Among the commoner species Great
Spotted Woodpecker can often be seen, and
occasionally this area is visited by Ring-necked
Parakeets (you can normally hear them coming!).  A
slow drive along the road towards the visitor centre
can be rewarded with Common Kestrel, Common
Linnet, Meadow Pipit and Eurasian Skylark. Many
wader species can be viewed here, both on the
mudflats and managed retreat area, as well as a
variety of Ducks, Geese and the odd Heron species.
Short Eared and Western Barn Owl have been seen
hunting over the grassland on winter afternoons. The
toilets and café are within the visitor centre which is
approximately 60 metres from the car park.
Postcode SS17 0RN.
For a bit of sea watching Frinton Esplanade (park
on the roadside parking spaces, it is approximately
50 metres to the cliff top) or The Naze, are good
places to visit from Autumn to spring, this where the
folding chair can come in handy! It’s possible to spot
Northern Gannets, Scoters and various Divers
passing as well as other seabirds.  At the Naze it’s
possible to scan the sea from your vehicle if you can
get a parking spot near the cliff top.
During migration times it’s worth also scanning
the bushes and grassy areas, as anything can turn up.
Toilet blocks are located at various places along The
Esplanade at Frinton with cafes in the town, whilst
there are toilets and cafes at The Naze adjacent to

the car park. Frinton Postcode CO13 9AY, The
Naze postcode CO14 8LB.
A winter visit to Southend Pier at high tide can
provide close views of some interesting species, as
well as a rather pleasant train ride to the far end
(the over one-mile walk is also available!).  At the
pier head, scan the railings and deck areas for
Mediterranean Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake and
Ruddy Turnstone (check these carefully as a Purple
Sandpiper may just be lurking among
them). Various species of Diver and Auks are
regularly seen out to sea and, if the tide is low,
check the adjacent sandbanks for lounging
Common and Grey Seals. Toilets and refreshments
are available at both ends of the pier, parking is
on the seafront approximately 100 metres west
of the lifts to pier level. Postcode SS12 2EL.
Perhaps the ultimate for bird watching without
walking is to book yourself on one of the many
guided birding boat trips on offer around our
coastline.
Finding woodland birds can be a bit more
difficult, but in addition to the sites already
mentioned many of the larger areas of woodland
in the county have decent car parks, from which
you can scan the trees for the likes of
Woodpeckers, Nuthatches, Treecreepers and Tit
species. Hatfield Forest is a good site to visit as are
Norsey Wood and Hockley Woods. Hatfield Forest
(postcode CM22 6NE) has toilets and
refreshments 50 metres from the central car park,
Norsey Wood (postcode CM11 1HA) and Hockley
Woods (postcode SS5 4RN) have toilets adjacent
to the car park but no café (occasionally a mobile
kiosk may be present in Hockley Woods car park).
It should be remembered that birds
are not confined to these areas and
any likely looking place in the
countryside, where it is safe to
pull off the road and scan,
could be rewarding.
Far from being an
exhaustive list, I hope this
article shows that despite
limited mobility it is still
possible to see a lot of bird
species and that you are
encouraged to go out and
explore our special county.

Little Egret (Simon Cox)
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The garden birds of La Molina, Lima
 Andrew Stroudn
In early February 2018 I had the opportunity to visit
Peru for the first time. It was not a proper bird
watching holiday but, having never travelled so far
before, I was hopeful of seeing some birds / wildlife
new to me. I was lucky to stay with a family who had
a large back garden in a fairly leafy quiet area of the
La Molina district, and most of my birding was done
in their garden and the neighbouring streets. Most of
the houses in the area were detached with spacious
gardens, and there was a very small wooded public
park nearby (the size of maybe 3 football pitches),
enough habitat to find some interesting birds.
Lima is on the Pacific coast, just south of the
equator, on a strip of land between the Andes
foothills and the ocean. The La Molina district is on
the eastern edge of the city where the Andes
foothills start. I visited during the Peruvian summer,
with temperatures around the mid to high 20s. The
most noticeable factor of the climate in Lima, and
on the coastal strip south and north, is how dry it is.
Due to being west of the Amazon basin the area is
basically a desert, with vast dusty plains and bald
hills outside the inhabited areas, aside from the river
valleys. Lima itself attracts wildlife because the
gardens and parks provide trees and other greenery
which are elsewhere in short supply in the areas
outside of the city.
After arriving late in the evening on 7th February,
I soon encountered the chaotic traffic of Lima city
before arriving in La Molina. The city is heavily
congested with cars, buses and lorries, as it’s an area
susceptible to earthquakes an underground train
system may never be established.
After a good night’s sleep, I awoke to the repetitive
cooing of several doves.  After breakfast I had a look

around the garden to get my first taste of birding
in Lima, and to look for the doves. The garden had
a small lawn, maybe a dozen 40 feet high trees,
eucalyptus and other species suited to dry
conditions, and some thick shrubs around the
surrounding walls. There was a nice blend of sunny
and shady places throughout the day. It looked an
ideal garden for birds. I found the cooing West
Peruvian Doves, which are similar to Wood Pigeons
but with striking blue eye rings. Troops of these
doves also flew overhead out of the city, heading in
to the dusty hills beyond. To my surprise the garden
and local streets were also rich in other birdlife
unfamiliar to me. Scrub Blackbirds were in full song,
and the confident Long-tailed Mockingbirds were
bounding around the network of trees, fences and
walls.  As expected the first few hours proved most
productive, especially as the birds were into the
breeding season. The garden and neighbourhood
were clearly good habitat for doves with the tiny but
noisy Ground Croaking Dove also fairly common,
and Eared Doves in the area.
The summer garden birds that I saw were mainly
of similar groups of feeding types to the UK birds i.e.
seed and vegetation feeders, and insect feeders, but
with the addition of pollen eating hummingbirds.
The bright yellow Saffron Finches were common,
and also the tiny Blue-black Grassquit (the smallest
finch/bunting that I have ever seen), and Bandtailed Seedeater. I mustered a few more species on
my first look around, but after a little research and
exploring I found other species to look for.
Not being familiar with some species I had
glimpses of small birds moving through the garden
shrubs then a quick look at my book, and tried to

From left to right: Vermilion Flycatcher; Tropical Kingbird; Amazilia Hummingbird (Andrew Stroud)
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Rufous-collared Sparrow (Andrew Stroud)

piece together the identification. I saw glimpses of
Collared Warbling Finches, Southern Beardless
Tyrannulets, and Cinerous Conebills for several
days before I could identify them, the reason being
that they were not listed as being in my field guide,
or were not shown as being in the area, but
checking the sightings of others I found out what
species they really were.
Vermilion Flycatchers were common in the area,
in gardens and parks, and I found this species in its
familiar red and black plumage and also the all black
variant. They are stunning birds, and fitting in this
colourful city. The larger but similar Tropical
Kingbird was less common but equally obliging.
The most familiar garden birds were the Saffron
Finches, Bananaquits, which sing like a Siskin and
look like a cross between this and a Blue Tit, and
House Wrens, a giant cousin of our own bird.
I was keen to find Hummingbirds, which I had
never before had the chance to see, and after seeing
some Amazilia Hummingbirds dashing about,
eventually began to understand their behaviour and
watch them feed and perch. They are a fairly large
hummingbird with beautiful sheens of green / blue
and an orange bill. I knew there were at least three
more hummingbirds (adapted to the dry landscape)
to see in the city and after a few days searching
found male and female Peruvian Sheartails in the
ornamental garden in front of the local town hall
buildings. The female is a minute green and white
bird, and the male has the same sized body with a

vivid purple throat, white underside and extremely
long streaming tail feathers. The ornamental garden
had up to eight hummingbirds feeding together,
chasing the Monarch butterflies also feeding on the
nectar.
Raptors in the area were predictably shy, but Black
Vultures were often patrolling overhead, Harris’s
Hawks darted about the gardens, and an American
Kestrel put in a brief search of the gardens.
Hirundines were less common than I hoped,
probably due to the lack of water, however, each
morning Blue and White Swallows would gather,
before disappearing presumably to follow insects
higher in the sky.
Lima is home to several parrot species, but the only
type I saw in La Molina was the Pacific Parrotlet, a
tiny squat bird, and pretty shy with it. The only bird
that I was familiar with in the area was our own
House Sparrow.
Over the course of a week I saw 25 species in the
garden, and 27 in the local area, which I was really
pleased with. It was good to see and enjoy some of
the common garden birds without feeling the urge
to travel across the city and in to mountains /
rainforest to see the more sought after species. For
any birder visiting I would recommend birding
around the area of the city that you are staying in,
the coast at Miraflores / Baranco, which is near the
city centre, and if you fancy a trip a little further,
Pantanos de Villa Wetlands or Pachacamac
Archaeological site, which are best reached by taxi.
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Hawfinch Invasion
autumn/winter 2017–18
 Andrew Cox i
The autumn of 2017 was notable for a totally
unexpected event- the appearance of large numbers
of Hawfinches, throughout the country. This influx
looks to be without precedent in living memory and
Essex has had its share in the phenomenon.  A few
years ago, I wrote a short piece on Hawfinches,
referring in it to most of the encounters I had had
with the species. This winter I have met with more
than all the other years together.
Various explanations have been suggested, from
tree seed failures in Eastern/Central Europe/
Scandinavia, to the effects of storm Ophelia in
mid-October. Certainly, the first reports coincided
with the unearthly orange-grey skies that were a
feature of the latter.  A few days later I noticed
records from Belhus Country Park and the Mardyke
Valley; as well as a couple from Rainham Marshes.
Speculating that something along the lines of
2005/2006 could be taking place, I started to keep
my eyes and ears open; but didn’t guess the true
extent of what was shortly to happen.
My own first encounter came on October 22nd. I
was in Lincewood, part of the EWT’s Langdon
Reserve. I caught a brief movement through a gap in
the still extant canopy: looking up though binoculars
I saw a distinctive and slightly sardonic-looking eye
peering down at me. Then it was gone. I thought
‘that was a Hawfinch if ever there was one’. Making
a couple of circuits of that part of the wood, finally I
managed to find them: three, perched among the
middle branches of a big hornbeam.  After a few
minutes they moved into some adjacent sycamores
and disappeared among the foliage.
Over the next couple of weeks numbers began
to be reported from across the county: 12 at
Frinton was the largest count of birds seen on
passage.  Among other notable sighting were seven
at Woodford Green an area from which Hawfinches
have been noted on several occasions in recent
years.
The highest count from Langdon Hills (in the
earlier part on winter) was six at the Dunton
Plotlands on November the 1st. Next day five
showed up at Hatfield Forest; historically, a regular
site for these striking finches.  Another such site is
Thorndon Park, near Brentwood.  A regular visitor
here, I was hopeful of being lucky.  Walks on the 28th
October and 5th November drew a blank; but on the
18th November, there they were: three among some
hornbeams in the North Eastern part of the Old
Park, an area owned by the Woodland Trust.  Another
two were seen in the South Western part, Rookery
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Wood. One of these, a female, perched high on the
pinnacle of a dead branch and gave good views.
Over the coming weeks it was evident that much
larger numbers were present – at least ten from
the Old Park on the 26th November included a
colourful male which flew from concealment close
to the dog pond and sat in full view, not six yards
way, in bright sunshine. Hawfinches are also
remarkably colourful in flight: a patchwork quilt in
miniature – black, white, orange, brown. Into
December, the 2nd brought a minimum of 23 –
a dozen in the Old Park and at least 11 in
Childerditch Wood. These last be-decked the trees
like Christmas decorations. The three areas
mentioned- the dog pond and adjacent copses;
Rookery Wood in the Old Park and Childerditch
Wood in Thorndon North proper, were those from
which most encounters came. Some could be seen
feeding in hornbeams, at no great distance.  At
least 30 was the highest total recorded. Thirty-plus
had also been recorded from Hatfield Forest in late
November, to the year’s end.
Elsewhere birds had turned up at several
historically regular sites: in late November eight at
Ongar Park Wood; 20 were here on December 14th
and 14 reported on Boxing Day. Six at Chalkney
Wood was the highest count from this site, on
December 6th. By the years end ten were at Great
Baddow, near Danbury, on December 29th.
Back on Langdon Hills, a pair had taken up
residence in Hall Wood, part of Westley Heights
Country Park. On several occasions the female was
noted roosting in what appeared to be an old
Squirrels’ dray.  While the plumage tones are less
saturated than the male, she is still a colourful bird,
bathed in late afternoon sunlight. In particular the
folded secondary feathers of the wings make pale,
almost powder blue, panels (darker indigo on the
male). These contrast perfectly with the back and
rump – a beautiful shade of apricot-marmalade; a
feature seldom depicted in bird books.
The high numbers at Thorndon Park and Hatfield
Forest persisted through January, with birds still
mostly frequenting the same general areas.  At the
former site, while often appearing in single species
flocks, they mixed extensively with Redwings and
Fieldfares. Sometimes Common Starlings and
European Goldfinches were present too; and on
one occasion could be seen feeding in the same
view as a pair of Bullfinches.
The middle of January saw reports from Epping
Forest and Hainault Forest, both former

hawfinch invasion
strongholds; but only single figure groups. Small
numbers were also noted from Pound Wood, near
Hadleigh, Markshall in the north of Essex, Norsey
Wood (near Billericay) and Wivenhoe.  At this last
location feeding on oak buds was notable.
Braxted Park, SE of Chelmsford, has been one of
the few regular haunts of Hawfinches in recent
years – this winter it became the third site to
regularly hold double figures, with 15 being
reported from mid-January and at least 30 at the
month’s end.
As winter moved towards its end, records began
to fall off a little. Ironically, the largest flocks yet
reported came at this time: 45 from Hatfield Forest
in mid-February, rising to at least 55 by the 23rd.
Thirty were still here on the 25th March. Groups
just into double figures came from Thorndon Park
on a couple of occasions and the last report from
Braxted Park, of 12, on the 2nd February.

Smaller numbers continued to appear
sporadically from various locations in Epping Forest
and once from Ongar Park Wood (seven); while
Pound Wood held at least two during February and
March. Up to six could be seen in Langdon Hills,
predominantly from Hall Wood, occasionally from
Lincewood; again, to the end of March. One sunny
afternoon saw a male and female showing some
signs of early courtship behaviour; on a couple of
times birds were seen going to roost in a big holly
tree. Birds were reported regularly from Wivehoe
Wood while seven appeared at Mill Green on the
11th March.
One or two birds were reported from several
locations, while three at Nazeing in the Lea Valley,
on the 21st February, haunted the churchyard.
Hawfinches were frequently reported from
churchyards (generally in yew trees) in many parts
of the country during this remarkable winter.

Hawfinch (Paul Wood)
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Oare Marshes Local Nature Reserve
Kevin Duvalln
Owned and managed by Kent Wildlife Trust, Oare
Marshes is recognised as being of international
importance to migratory and breeding wetland birds.
It currently has SSSI, Ramsar, LNR and SPA status.
Location and access
The reserve is situated on the north Kent coast on
the Swale channel opposite the Isle of Sheppey,
approximately 1.5 miles north of Faversham, and can
be accessed via Oare village. There is a car park at the
end of Church Road close to the sea wall opposite
the Watch House. Public access is restricted to
footpaths and a nature trail to minimise disturbance
to roosting, feeding and breeding wetland birds,
although the entire reserve can be viewed from these
areas and from the three viewing hides.  Wheelchair
access is available via a dedicated car park close to
the reserve entrance, and to the east hide via firm
level paths.
History
Oare Marshes is sited on land reclaimed from the sea
and was formerly an area consisting of saltmarsh and
intertidal mudflats. Early reclamations were to
provide pasture for Faversham’s wool trade, and in
later years for the manufacture of explosives such as
gun cotton, TNT and nitro-glycerine. The industry
was in progress from 1872 and terminated shortly
after the 1st World War, during which a great
explosion on the site killed 106 people. One legacy of
the industry is the artesian well, close to the car park,
which is sourced from a 252-foot-deep bore hole fed
by positive pressure. The average water flow is
approx. 100 litres per minute and helps to supply
water to the east scrape. KWT has an abstraction
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licence from the Environment Agency to use this
water and has to provide an annual return of how
much water is taken – usually c52 million litres.
The reserve
The reserve consists of 89 hectares of grazing marsh,
freshwater dykes, areas of open water and reedbeds.
The reserve is chiefly managed by manipulation of
water levels and livestock grazing.  Water levels are
maintained at a high level though most of the year,

Top: Marsh Frog. Above: Common Redshank.
Below: Highland Cattle (Kevin Duvall)

oare marshes local nature reserve
to preserve the damp
marshland conditions suitable
for wetland birds and other
wildlife.  Water levels usually
fall naturally during the
summer months, and this
provides wet and muddy fringes
to the scrapes, which are
particularly attractive to migratory
feeding and roosting wading birds. The
installation of the new sea sluice in
1996 was probably the most striking
event in the reserves history, as it
immediately provided a dramatic
improvement in the water levels.
Boundary and adjoining ditches are
important for aquatic wildlife – Oare
Marshes has a thriving population of
water voles. Marsh Frogs, which are
non-native and were released on the
Romney Marsh in 1935, are common along
the ditch system and have largely ousted the
native Common Frog, they can be heard ‘singing’ during
warm weather and provide a food source for birds such as
Egrets, Herons and Western Marsh Harriers.
Livestock grazing is managed using a variety of animals,
such as Konik Horses and Highland Cattle, which can
easily thrive on the, at times, harsh winter conditions.
Dexter Cattle have also been used on the reserve in recent
years, and also been a success. The principal aim of the
grazing management is to maintain a varied sward of
short turf with tussocks for breeding and wintering
wildlife such as:
• Northern Lapwing - requires short vegetation and
some bare ground for feeding and nesting.
• Common Redshank - similar requirements to
Lapwing plus tussocks for nesting purposes.
• Areas of longer and rougher grassland are also
maintained for Western Barn and Short-eared Owls
hunting Voles and Shrews.
The reserve supports a huge diversity and range of birds
– over 20 species of wading birds can be observed at
certain times of the year.  Amongst the breeding species
found here are Pied Avocet, Northern Lapwing, Common
Redshank, Water Rail, Bearded Reedling, Common
Pochard, Gadwall, Little Grebe, Garganey and Western
Yellow Wagtail. Migrating species include Ruff, Spotted
Redshank, Greenshank, Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint,
Whimbrel and Black-tailed Godwit (counts of up to
c1500 in early autumn and some stay to overwinter).
Brent Goose, Dunlin, Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian Wigeon,
Northern Pintail, Hen Harrier, Merlin and Short-eared
Owl spend the winter months on and around the reserve.
The nearby inter-tidal mudflats provide a rich source of
feeding for thousands of wintering birds.
Other wildlife likely to be present during the year
• Common Seals on Horse Sands
• Golden Samphire and Sea Lavender on the saltmarsh
• A variety of dragonfly species
• Grass Snakes
• Spiny-restharrow and Slender Hare’s ear
• Butterflies e.g. Clouded Yellow and Moths e.g. Emperor.

Top: Northern Shoveler. Above: East Scrape (Kevin Duvall)
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Indoor Meetings
5th January 2018n

Wildlife of Thailand
By Gerry Johnson
Graham Ekins opened the Society’s 2018
programme of Indoor Meetings with an excellent
talk about a part of Asia which has a unique
location in the world. Geographically Thailand is
situated with Laos, Vietnam and Myanmar (formally
Burma) on its boarders, with both China and the
Himalayan Mountain range having a big influence on
the many varied habitats and the species that can be
seen in Thailand.  As well as the endemic species,
birds from as far as Australia, Tibet and China can be
seen and being a Buddhist country there is no, or
very little, hunting so the wildlife is usually quite
confiding.
We were soon into splendid photographs
– Spotted Owlet, Zebra Dove, Coppersmith
Barbet with its crimson head and throat, Rufousbellied Woodpecker, Nordmann’s Greenshank,
Malayan Plover, Taiga Flycatcher with its black
rump, Great Knot, Oriental Magpie Robin, Little
Green Bee-eater which can also be seen in West
Africa and one of the rarest birds in the world
– Spoon-billed Sandpipers.
The butterflies included Red Lacewing 2½ times
larger than our Red Admiral, Commodore, Green
Commodore and Large Yeoman, three of many
with military names. Dusky Langur leaf monkey,
Grey Bellied and Burmese Squirrels along with
Northern Tree Shrew with its long tail and Slow
Loris all featured.
After some beautiful butterflies and interesting
mammals, we were back with birds. Orange-bellied
Leafbird, Purple Sunbird, Greater and Lesser
necked Laughingthrush, Stripe-throated Bulbul,
Siberian Blue Robin, Bar-backed Partridge, Scaly
breasted Partridge, Red Junglefowl a not so
distant relative of the domestic chicken, Emerald
Dove and Long-tailed Nightjar twice the size of
the Nightjar seen in the UK.
Moving to the south of Thailand with images of
Chinese Blue Flycatcher, Puff Throated Babbler,
Rail Babbler one of Graham’s top ten birds in the
world, Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, the
endangered Chinese Egret with just 2,000 pairs in
the world, Crested Serpent Eagle, Mangrove Pitta,
Striated Heron, Brown-winged Kingfisher with its
huge red bill and the blue, Collared Kingfisher,
Javan Frogmouth and Collard Scops Owl.
It was then back to Chiang Mai, a different part of
northern Thailand, where we were privileged to see
White-capped Redstart with its red breast and tail
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Silver-eared Mesia, a Northern Thailand forest birds
everyone who visits wishes to see (Graham Ekins)

plumage, Golden Babbler, Blue Whistling Thrush,
Crested Finchbill, Chestnut-tailed Minla,
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush, Dark-backed
Sibia, Giant Nuthatch, Cook’s Swift, Daurian
Redstart, Sooty-headed Bulbul, Grey-headed
Canary-flycatcher, Yellow-billed Fantail, Yellow
Bittern, Long-tailed Shrike, Chinese Pond Heron,
Mountain Bamboo Partridge, Little Pratincole,
Large Niltava, Chestnut-capped Babbler,
Grey-headed Swamphen, Lesser Whistling Duck
and many more, some with stunning plumage.  Asian
Water Monitor which reach some two-metres in
length, Slow Loris, Long-tailed Macaque and Banded
Rat Snake. The images were first class with some
taken in difficult conditions and having only the
briefest of sightings.
Graham visited Thailand for 3½ weeks during
February in the dry season covering the superb
saltpans south of Bangkok; the vast tropical forests
of Kaeng Krachen on the border with Myanmar; the
coastal Krabi and upland forests of Khao Luang;
north to Chiang Mai and the three forested
mountains of Doi Inthanon, Doi Lang and Doi Ang
Khang, each with their different climates and
species, all with accommodation in very good
quality lodges and good food. It is essential to get a
good local guide to ensure that you get the very best
results from any visit.
If you decide to go in the wet season special leech
socks are an essential part of your wardrobe. Leeches
actually detect humans from some distance and
home-in on our carbon dioxide emissions. Outside
of the dry season you will still have to contend with
many leeches that drop off the trees and go down
your neck!
Fortunately, our large audience of members and
guests could enjoy and appreciate all the splendid
photographs, and professional commentary, without
the inconvenience of any biting insects or leeches.
The evening was an excellent start to 2018 and I
wonder which exotic parts of the world Graham
might introduce us to next time.

2nd February 2018n

Nightjars, Woodlarks and Dartford Warblers
By Gerry Johnson
Dr Greg Conway, 20-years a Research Ecologist
with the Terrestrial Ecology team at the BTO,
started with a few details about Thetford Forest,
one of the areas where the subject species can be
found. Thetford Forest was created between 1922 and
1939; it covers 19,000 Hectare (47,000 acres) and
consists mainly of Scots and Corsican Pine trees with
some deciduous trees. It is one of the special sites
where the special bird species can be found in the
‘Brecklands’ of Suffolk and Norfolk.
The first image of a European Nightjar showed the
degree of their exceptional cryptic plumage and why, if
they remain stationary on the ground, it is easily
possible to walk by without seeing it.  Another
photograph of a female Nightjar in the hand showed
the lack of white patches on the tail.
In the 1970’s there were ca.4,500 pairs in Thetford
Forest which declined to less than ca.2,000 pairs in the
1980’s. But by understanding Nightjar requirements
better, and suitable land management, their numbers
increased to ca.5,000 in 2010. Nightjars are confined

to a fewer areas which is due to the loss of habitats,
especially in the south. Interestingly Dersingham
Bog, just north of Sandringham, has five-times the
number of Nightjars, which is thought to be due to
the wetlands with an abundance of insect prey. It
was originally thought that heather heaths were
important but, following surveys, many old sites are
no longer occupied, and Nightjars are now in rough
cleared areas of forest sites. There are very few in
Ireland due to the lack of suitable habitat.
There is still much to learn about the Nightjars
foraging range, food availability and their migration
(the routes they take to get to their winter grounds
in central Africa). Generally, they take 4-5 days to
reach the Congo, stopping in North Africa to feed.
They leave the UK in August/early September and
return in late April to early June. Modern tracking
technology weighs just 2 grams. Geolocators have
an accuracy of +/- 100 Km. whereas GPS loggers
have a much better accuracy of +/- 15 metres but
are considerably more expensive.
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But before any tracking device can be fitted the
Nightjars nests must be located by teams of walkers
covering areas walking no more than two-metres
apart to avoid missing a nest. The ‘nest’ is basically a
small depression with a few stones and a little
vegetation. Finding nests in tall vegetation and
bracken is challenging. Very fine nets are erected
around a nest site as they are site faithful. Nightjars
are difficult to catch as they often see the fine nets
and are doubly difficult to re-catch to obtain the
data from the instrument.
From the data collected, foraging flights out of the
forest to feed over heaths has been plotted. These
flights usually range between 8-10 Km. But one
Nightjar flew north from Thetford Forest to the
north Norfolk coast; then east 25 Km. out to sea
before turning and returning to land near Yarmouth,
then back to the forest.
Moving onto Woodlarks; the UK is on the edge of
their main breeding range of central Europe. They are
a sedentary heathland species, adapted at using
bracken cover. Between 1972 and 1991 Woodlark
numbers reduced by 50%, but they are now
increasing again in the UK. This recovery is thought
to be due to clear felling of mature plantations,
creating suitable rough habitat.  Woodlarks are
species that like sandy, free draining soil.  As
expected their strongholds include Arne in Dorset,
the New Forest in Hampshire, the Surrey heaths,
parts of Devon, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire,
the Suffolk coast and of course the Brecklands. But
with the loss of set-a-side and 6,000 new houses
planned for the Thetford area, putting a greater
pressure on the Forest, this could change. Between

1997 and 2006 they have moved west into parts
of Wales and north into South Yorkshire.
Like Nightjar, Woodlark nest on the ground
making a nest amongst the grass and are subject
to predation. The main culprits as expected include
Fox and Carrion Crow, but Badger, Hedgehog,
Mice, Muntjac Deer and Kestrel have all been
recorded at nests.
Finally, Greg provided details about Dartford
Warblers: a species that has historically bread
mainly in Spain and Portugal, but over recent years
they have been declining in Spain due to habitat
change.  Approximately 50% of their population is
now found in just ten sites. There were 450
territories in 1961 which have declined to just
eleven in 1993.
Possible due to climate change breeding has
moved north into the UK. Similar to Woodlarks,
Dartford Warbler first bred at Arne and in the New
Forest in 1974, which still remains one of their
strong hold.  With milder winters in the UK there
have been huge changes from 2006 when Dartford
Warblers moved west into Devon, Cornwall and
south Wales, and also into the Brecklands, East
Anglia, along the Suffolk coast and north Norfolk.
From studies, their range has increased by over
118% and the population has increased by
70%.  While this is excellent news, changes to their
habitat or a series of long wet and cold winters or
server periods of freezing weather could decimate
numbers due to a lack of insects.
Greg delivered a very informative talk about
species we have seen on trips to Minsmere and the
Thetford area of East Anglia.

2nd March 2018n

Wildlife of Eastern Europe
By Gerry Johnson
With the arrival of the ‘Beast from the East’ plus
storm ‘Emma’ coming up from Portugal both
hitting the UK during the preceding week of
our March Indoor Meeting, much of Essex was
subsequently covered in deep snow, up to 20 cm.
in some places; sheet black ice covering many
main roads and a biting gale force wind from the
East making the wind-chill temperature feel like
minus 12-14 Deg C.  With these very severe winter
weather conditions prevailing we needed to
carefully consider members’ welfare travelling
from around the county to attend the Annual
General Meeting and the Indoor Meeting.  After
consultation it was decided to cancel the entire
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evening in the interest of everybody’s safety.
The cancellation was posted on social media
sites; on the Society website; on e-mail groups and
directly to members for whom the Membership
Secretary Peter Dwyer had received back their
‘Declaration of Communication’ form. Please
accept our apologies for any inconvenience that
might have been caused due to the cancellation.
However, there is a silver lining; Steve Grimwade
has been re-booked to deliver his ‘Wildlife of
Eastern Europe’ talk at our 2nd November 2018
Indoor Meeting when similar weather conditions
are unlikely to interrupt the evening’s
proceedings!

indoor meetings
6th April 2018n

Kakapo – Night Parrot of New Zealand
By Gerry Johnson
Ed Keeble introduced the Kakapo as “One of the
most wonderful living birds, a very large, heavy
Parrot”. Ed then produced a stuffed imitation
Kakapo from his bag and passed it round the
audience to guess its weight. Not a ground Parrot
or a night Parrot from Australia, but Green in colour,
nocturnal, flightless and native to New Zealand, one
of the world’s rarest birds!
Over millions of years some species, including the
Kakapo lost the power of flight. This made what was
once a common bird vulnerable as the native Maris
found them good eating and the introduction of
non-native stoats was and still is a big problem.  A
number of species subsequently became extinct over
the years. Fortunately Richard Henry realised what
was happening to the Kakapo and set up a sanctuary
on Resolution Island some 800 Metres from the
mainland, but a stoat managed to swim across and
by 1950/60 only a few Kakapo
remained. However, in the
Fiordland of South Island some
1,900 Kakapo were confined to this
remote area, but again through
predation these eventually reduced
to just three males and one female
in Milford Sound.
The remote Stewart Island situated
off South Island reported some
Kakapo there. Stewart Island is
10 km long and covered with thick
scrub with rats but no stoats. It is
ideal habitat for Kakapo. In 1981 a
nest was discovered and Ed took a
gap year and headed for New
Zealand.  Armed with a letter of
recommendation from Bert Axial as arranged by Derek
Moore, Ed was able to become an important member
of the pioneer relocation team headed by Don
Murton. This was before the days of fibre cable and
drones to survey nests. The site was remote and the
facilities were very limited to say the least, the
conservation work was challenging and undertaken
with blood, sweat and tears.
Kakapo feed on up to 120 different plants species,
just nibbling on them and only breed when they are in
‘tip-top’ condition. They must therefore rely on good
years for these plants, which only occurs every
three-years. During the day Kakapo hold-up, but at
night they forage up to 8 Km. from their nest site,
feeding on the diverse vegetation. During this
dedicated year Ed was able to obtain the first
photograph of a Kakapo chick for 75 years.
The call of a Kakapo is very loud, booming like a
Bittern and can be heard from a considerable distance.

This call is supplemented with a
high pitch ‘ching’ call to finally
attract females to exactly where
the males are located.
Interestingly if females are too
fat they only produce male
chicks. Therefore the conservation
team are doing everything
possible to increase numbers and
achieve a healthy population
through hands-on methods.
Health checks and electronic monitoring with
supplementary feeding as might be required,
artificial insemination, constant monitoring of nest
sites, chick relocation and hand rearing are all part of
the programme to increase the current population
of just 150. Further plans are to have a mainland site
free of introduced predators by 2050.  We should not
get complacent but events are looking brighter for
the Kakapo, native to New Zealand and one of the
world’s rarest birds.
Now about the guesses for the weight of the
stuffed Kakapo which varied considerably, but an
adult weighs up to 8 Kg (17.5 lb). Ed had given us a
very interesting and thought inspiring talk about the
Kakapo along with the extreme conservation steps
being taken in New Zealand to prevent this unique
species from becoming extinct.
Thanks to the Kakapo Recovery New Zealand Department
of Conservation for use of the photos.
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Programme 2018 / 2019
Interesting Indoor Meetings
At the Quaker Meeting House, 82 Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2QL. Members £3.00 each, Guests £4.00
each on the door. No concessions. Refreshments served during the interval. Meetings start at 20:00 unless
stated otherwise (i.e.  AGM in March at 19:30). Limited parking on site but there is a large Currently ‘free’ car
park less than a minute walk away next to the County Hotel.
Please Note: To prevent damage to the polished wooden floors ‘stiletto’ type high heel shoes and boots
are not permitted in the Quaker Meeting House. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
Guests most welcome.

Friday 7th September 2018

Friday 11th January 2019

BIRDS of the RUSSIAN FAR EAST

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK – BIRDS,
BISON, BEARS and more

This is Chris Collins’ most popular talk reviewing the
birds and wildlife of this amazing, but rarely visited
region. It includes photographs of Siberian Rubythroat,
Steller’s Sea-eagle, Horned & Tufted Puffin, Ribbon
Seal plus the critically endangered Spoon-billed
Sandpiper

Friday 5th October 2018

INVOLVEMENT in BIRDING from the
YOUNGER GENERATION; VOLUNTARY
CONSERVATON WORK & BIRDING
AROUND SOUTHEND
Max Hellicar, winner of the ‘Cornell Lab of
Ornithology Young Birders Event in 2017’ in Ithaca,
New York, USA, gives not 1, not 2, but 3 very different
short talks from a young birders perspective

Friday 2nd November 2018

WILDLIFE of EASTERN EUROPE
’Swallow Birding’ tour guide Steve Grimwade takes us
on a fantastic journey through Poland, Hungary,
Belarus and Bulgaria showcasing the amazing variety
of Birds, Butterflies & Flowers of this unspoilt region.
Highly recommended

Friday 7th December 2018

WILDLIFE of CUBA
Graham Ekins takes us to the amazing island of Cuba
with an incredible variety of endemic birds, reptiles
and insects. Fabulous reserves from the forested areas
to the beaches and mangroves. Giant Kingbird,
Bare-legged Owl, Tawny-shouldered Blackbird, Cuban
Nightjar, Blue-headed Quail-dove will all feature.
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We are joined again by Duncan Macdonald from
‘Speyside Wildlife’, starting with a pictorial journey
with the spectacular backdrop of the Teton Mountains
then heading north to Yellowstone National Park and
finishing at “Old Faithful” the famous geyser, plus the
Grande Prismatic Pool, bubbling mud and stunning
travertine terraces at Mammoth

Friday 1st February 2019

BIRDING in BANGLADESH
Rob Sheldon, Chairman of the Ornithological Society
of the Middle East, highlights some of the key
birdwatching sites across Bangladesh, hosting some
high-profile species, including Spoon-billed Sandpiper,
Masked Finfoot and a range of other shorebird species
on many birdwatchers ‘must see’ list.

Friday 1st March 2019 (after AGM at 19:30)

GOSHAWK and WHINCHAT
Dr Ian Henderson, BTO Senior Research Ecologist
International Research, delivers two excellent talks
about two very different species. The Northern
Goshawk is famous for being an elusive species but so
much has now been learnt from their tracking studies
in the Brecklands. The Whinchat has declined rapidly in
the last 20 years! Research on Salisbury Plain and in
Africa investigated their migration strategy and about
their winter destinations

Friday 5th April 2019

OWLS of the WORLD
Dr Michael Leach has encountered 86 of the 133
species of Owl alive today. In this talk he looks at
many of these and tells of his adventures working with
them around the globe for more than 20-years.  We
will meet, amongst others, Great Horned, Snowy,
Pygmy, Great Grey and Spectacled Owls.  And the
biggest of them all, the deer-stalking Eagle Owl! Not
to be missed

Programme 2018
Friendly Field Trip Meetings
For more details and to book coach seats, phone Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 (after 19:00). Currently free car
park next to County Hotel in Chelmsford.  All Coach Trips commence from Trinity Church (opposite the County Hotel)
07:15 for 07:30 departure, unless stated otherwise, pick-ups at Shenfield High School 07:45 and Oak P.H. Grays 08:00
or Swan P.H. Stanway 08:00, depending on the direction of travel. £20-£23 each, subject to destination and
attendance. Accompanied juniors ‘free’.  An entrance charge applies to some venues and reserves for non-members of
RSPB, WWT, Wildlife Trusts, etc. To avoid disappointing anyone on a waiting list, non-attended coach bookings without
cancellation will incur the trip cost. All non-coach trips are free to attend by members and guests please meet at the
venue car park at 09:00.
owls and winter thrushes. Hot drinks and food are
Sunday 19th August 2018 (07:00 Start)
available at both reserves. Check which site is to be
The Bird Fair
visited first.
Rutland Water is home of the annual ‘Bird Fair’, where
Sunday 17th February 2019 (07:00 Start)
you have the opportunity to do some Birdwatching
Frampton Marsh RSPB Reserve
from the 30 hides; book your next trip; purchase a field
guide; take in a lecture or two; or just enjoy the many
Returning to this excellent Lincolnshire reserve on the
displays in 18 huge marquees and outside exhibits.
north side of the ‘Wash’ for Lapland Bunting, Twite, Tree
Pre-book online for reduced rate for RSPB/EWT
Sparrow, raptors and masses of waders, geese plus
members. Chelmsford only
possible rarities. Chelmsford only

Sunday 16th September 2018 (07:00 Start)

Snettisham Rspb Reserve & Coastal Park

Sunday 17th March 2019

Pulborough Brooks RSPB Reserve

This area of the ‘Wash’ is infamous for its huge flocks of
Wader murmurations as the incoming tide drives them
off the feeding grounds.  We will also visit the coastal
park north of the RSPB Reserve for migrants amongst
the extended scrub. Chelmsford only

In the heart of the Sussex countryside we will be
looking for Water Rail, Bullfinch, Blackcap, Peregrine,
woodpeckers, lingering winter and early summer
migrants in the varied habitats. Shenfield & Grays
pick-ups as required.

Sunday 21st October 2018 (Non-coach Trip)

Sunday 14th April 2019

Walton-on-the-Naze (CO14 8LE) & Holland
Haven (CO15 5TX)
A trip to the north-east of the county starting at the
Naze for winter migrants such as Short-eared Owl,
Fieldfare, Redwing, Wheatear, Firecrest, Brent Geese
and the possibility of a rarity such as Yellow-browed
Warbler, Ring Ouzel or Wryneck. On to Holland Haven
Country Park in the afternoon to complete the day

Sunday 11th November 2018

Oare Marshes KWT Reserve
Overlooking the Swale estuary towards the Isle-ofSheppey, we will be looking for Merlin, Marsh Harrier,
Sparrowhawk plus winter waders and wildfowl.
Shenfield & Grays pick-ups as required

Sunday 9th December 2018 (Non-coach trip)

Thameside EWT Nature Park (SS17 0RN)
Located on the Thames estuary, with varied habitats,
and many winter visitors, raptors, waders and wildfowl.
Hot drinks served in the warm centre.

Sunday 20th January 2019 (Non-coach trip)

Abberton Reservoir (CO2 0EU) & Fingrinhoe
(CO5 7DN) EWT Reserves
Superb Essex sites with much potential to see stunning
species such as Bittern, Smew, Goldeneye, grebe, divers,

The ‘Brecklands’
Lynford Arboretum & Santon Downham: two very
different sites to discover Hawfinch, Firecrest,
Brambling and Crossbill at Lynford; Cuckoo, Grey
Wagtail, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Turtle Dove and
Lesser Redpoll at Santon Downham, along with early
summer migrants. Chelmsford only

Sunday 19th May 2019 (07:00 Start)

Normandy Marsh To Keyhaven Marsh HWT
Reserves
A first time site to be visited where we amble along the
5 miles of the beautiful coast of the Western Solent
between the two reserves where we will see breeding
Common, Sandwich and Little Terns with
Mediterranean Gulls amongst the gull colony plus
many waders. Shenfield & Grays pick-ups as required.

Sunday – 9th June 2019

Old Lodge SWT Reserve
Ashdown Forest in part of ‘the Weald’ is in the beautiful
Sussex countryside, where we will be looking for Tree
Pipit, Woodlark, Redstart, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Turtle
Dove, Spotted Flycatcher, Hobby, Garden Warbler,
Bullfinch, Yellowhammer and Peregrine, plus Damsel
and Dragonflies across the stunning undulating
landscape. Shenfield & Grays pick-ups as required.
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Field Trips
Rainham Marshes
RSPB Reserve
14th January 2018 by Gerry Johnson
It was calm, relatively mild, grey, over cast and
dull day for our first Field Trip Meeting of 2018 to
the RSPB Rainham Marshes reserve on the north
bank of the Thames River, but the company that
attended were anything but dull! Our friendly
group numbered 28 (including guests Caroline and
Dave Reay from south London) assembled in the car
park, exchanging details about the gifts that they
received for Christmas and making ready for ’Swallow
Birding’ leader Steve Grimwade to commence the
walk.
From the warm centre we could see that water
levels were good with many water fowl enjoying the
scrape habitat.  As we descended the steel path
structure from the centre we noted Eurasian
Wigeon, Eurasian Teal, Mallard, Gadwall, Common
Shelduck, Northern Shoveler, Tufted Ducks,
Canada Geese elegant male Northern Pintail and
many Northern Lapwing on the mud spits dividing
the lagoons.  At the feeding station European
Goldfinch, Common Starling and House Sparrow
were all busy competing for space to eat. Moving on
the enclosed old Cordite store area, a quiet and
secluded area where species often retreat to in bad
weather conditions, but being a calm day only
European Robin, Eurasian Blue and Great Tit were
seen.
Before reaching the Ken Barrett hide a Western
Barn Owl was located sitting at the entrance of a
tawny owl box in a distant tree in the wooded area
along with a male Eurasian Bullfinch. It remained to
allow good ‘scoped views. From the hide overlooking
Aveley Pools we noted Little Egret, Common
Pochard, 16 Common Snipe and fantastic views of a
male Northern Lapwing with its stunning green

RSPB Dungeness Reserve
11th February 2018 by Steve Grimwade
Forty members and guests, including Jane Noble,
Josie King, David L Smith, Sharron and Kevin
Walsh who were all with us for the first time,
joined the coach at Chelmsford or at the additional
pickups in Shenfield and Grays for the journey to the
vast expanse of shingle at Dungeness, Kent.
The day started by heading to the area adjacent to
the power station where we were greeted by the
Romney Marshes Warden Owen Leyshon who kindly
updated us on bird news and some information on
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plumage and crest all reflected in the still water.
Along the Northern boardwalk a male Peregrine
Falcon was perched high on a distant pylon surveying
a large area for suitable prey. Common Reed
Bunting, two Common Kestrels, two Common
Chiffchaffs, three Western Marsh Harriers and six
European Stonechats were seen in the reedbed and
we heard five Cetti’s Warblers before reaching the
modern Shooting Butts hide overlooking Butts scrape
to the front and Target pools to the rear. Steve located
the first of five Ruffs amongst Canada, Greylag and
Brant Geese plus a Water Pipit all on Target pools.
On Butts scrape Grey Heron, Common Redshank,
11 Black-tailed Godwit, Eurasian Skylark, White
Wagtail and Great Cormorant all featured.
In the flooded meadow behind Dragonfly pool a
lone Eurasian Curlew poked the soft ground for
food.  As we rounded the corner Richard Stanley and
Peter Wilde saw a Water Vole swimming across one of
the channels.
Exiting the reserve via the turnstile allowed the
group to scan the Thames foreshore due to the falling
tide. On the exposed mud were gulls, mainly
Black-headed and European Herring Gulls amongst
a small flock of 20 Pied Avocets at the water edge.
The number of species identified by the group
during our visit approached 70 included Song Thrush,
Fieldfare and 20 Redwings on a mild, calm January
day. Even the sun put in an appearance for a short
time early during the afternoon as we walked along
the sea wall.
After enjoying lunch and refreshments in the Centre
the group dispersed, but Judith Ross decided to look
around the bushes by the entrance road before
heading for home and was rewarded with probably
the best bird of the day, a Common Firecrest and a
confiding European Robin which took food from
Judith’s hand.
RSPB Rainham Marshes is an excellent Essex reserve
with varied habitats attracting an interesting range of
species and never fails to deliver a great days birding.
the area. The group then spent the next hour-and-ahalf sea-watching around ‘the patch’, an area of
warm water expelled from the nuclear power
station, which attracts large numbers of birds.
Small numbers of Red-throated Diver and
Northern Gannets passed offshore and with some
patience we found Common Guillemot, Razorbill
and Black-legged Kittiwake amongst the
thousands of gulls.
Eventually we found a first-winter Glaucous Gull
resting on the sea where good ‘scope views were
enjoyed.  With time running out, we ambled back to
the coach noting several European Stonechats and
a couple of Meadow Pipits in the areas of Gorse and
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short grass close to the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway station.
The journey round to the RSPB reserve didn’t take
long and after checking in at the visitor centre we had
lunch in some of the hides overlooking Burrowes Pit.
Good numbers of Northern Shoveler fed close to the
hides along with a few Common Goldeneye, Gadwall,
Tufted Duck, Common Pochard and Eurasian Teal.
Bird news came in from other parts of the reserve, so
we walked round to Christmas Dell hide which was a
little crowded to say the least with many additional
visitors peering over the screens to scan the pits.  A fine
winter-plumage Horned Grebe was seen plus a
juvenile Black-throated Diver and three Smew, a
drake and two redheads.  A Great Egret flew past
delighting everyone as it made its way northwards
towards Dengemarsh.
We headed that way and from the large hide it was
great to see Eurasian Curlew and vast mixed flocks
of European Golden Plover and Northern Lapwing

RSPB Dungeness Reserve from the top of the old light house
- vast flat area of the shingle with the RSPB reserve in the
distance

Rutland Water, Egleton
& Lyndon Reserves
8th April 2018 by Gerry Johnson
It was a pleasant spring day for our trip to Rutland
Water, in the smallest county in the country with
one of the largest bodies of water in the country.
On route Common Buzzard, Red Kite, Common
Pheasant and Red-legged Partridges were
noted.  We arrived at the Anglian Water Birdwatching
Centre at Egleton, which was quite different to our
regular August trip when thousands of visitors decent
on Rutland for the superb annual * ‘Bird Fair’.
From the Centre, leader Steve Grimwade headed
north towards the large lagoon No 4. Some of the
group stopped off en-route at Redshank, Grebe and
Osprey Hides. The path running along the edge of
‘Sharples Meadow’ produced a number of species,
including Common Reed Bunting, Eurasian
Bullfinch and Yellowhammer. Once at the lagoon

taking to the air. The cause of these disturbances
was a female Merlin plus a couple of Western Marsh
Harriers.
Our next port of call was Boulderwall Farm where
up to seven Eurasian Tree Sparrows were on the
feeders with finches and tits. Moving over to the ARC
pit, we strolled down to Hanson hide where a
Eurasian Bittern was seen crashing a way through
the reeds and another Great Egret took shelter from
the blustery wind.
A few Long-tailed Tits moved through the willows
and with them were four Common Chiffchaffs that
were wintering in the area.
Time was slowly running away and with several
vicious looking clouds heading towards us, we walked
back to the hides close to the centre where the
Glaucous Gull was seen roosting with large numbers
of gulls and Great Cormorants.
We all got back to the coach just as the bad
weather arrived – perfect timing! Once again and our
visit to the Dungeness area provided us with some
excellent sightings and we all had a fantastic day!
Foot note by Gerry Johnson – Some members
consider the Dungeness peninsula area to be just a
vast shingle wasteland and dislike it, while others
consider the area to be quite unique and a special
area of outstanding natural beauty with so much to
offer! According to the Romney Marshes warden, over
a million visitors come to the area every year so it
must have a certain attraction and appeal.
The greater Dungeness area had certainly delivered
an excellent day’s birding, with 78 species identified
by the group on a fine, mild, bright but breeze
winter’s day. Having taken a ‘Swallow Birding’ group
to Dungeness the previous day, we were fortunate to
have leader Steve Grimwade with us, to locate many
of the species seen and to make the trip so enjoyable.
Many thanks Steve.

most of the group headed for Dunlin Hide, and with
so many pairs of eyes the following species were a
selection noted. Great Crested Grebe, Great
Cormorant, Northern Lapwing, Tufted Duck,
Northern Shoveler, Common Shelduck, Northern
Pintail, Eurasian Teal, Little Egret, Common
Goldeneye, European Golden Plover, Common
Redshank, Eurasian Oystercatcher and Eurasian
Wigeon. On closer examination of the Wigeon on
the embankment, a fine drake American Wigeon
could be made out from its green head plumage with
a white crown stripe.  American Wigeon manage to
arrive annually in the UK, but it is not a species you
see on a regular basis. Barn Swallow, Common Sand
Martin, Common House Martin and Common
Swift were all seen in small numbers quartering over
the lagoon.
With grey skies and a little mizzle, we moved on to
Shoveler, Buzzard, Crake and Lapwing Hides where
the species of note included Black-necked Grebe,
close in by the shore, and a distant Greater Scaup;
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Common Snipe and Mediterranean Gulls amongst
a colony of noisy nesting Black-headed Gulls.
The group started to slowly back-track towards the
Centre, stopping many times to appreciate the
various passerines seen and heard. Common
Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps and Cetti’s Warblers were
unmistakeable.
Following the short drive from Egleton Reserve to
Lyndon Reserve the weather conditions did not
improve, but the bird species seen did. The feeding
station situated outside the large panoramic
windows of the Centre had lots of birds coming and
going. Eurasian Tree Sparrow, unfortunately now
absent from Egleton, were joined by Yellowhammer,
European Goldfinch, European Greenfinch,
Common Linnet, Lesser Redpoll and Great Spotted
Woodpecker.
After enjoying the species attracted to the feeding
station we gradually moved off in search of recent
arrivals – the returning Ospreys! Heading for the large
Waderscrape Hide, via Deep Water and Tufted Duck
Hides on the south shore of South Arm 2 and Manton
Bay, we entered Waderscrape Hide where there were
volunteers on hand to provide information about the
reserve and the species on display.  A female Osprey
was sitting on three eggs on a nest platform, on the
north side of Manton Bay, with the male Osprey
perched on a branch lower to the water level.  While
the female sits incubating the eggs it is the male that
undertakes all the fishing for the pair, and most of the
fishing when the young birds are developing.

Across South Arm 2 a Western Barn Owl could be
seen perched on a fence for some minutes before it
moved off hunting. Further out in South Arm 1 the
shape of two Great Northern Divers could be seen
well between dives with a telescope.  Amongst the
prey caught, crayfish were on the menu.
Back in the Lyndon Centre we connected again
with the species on the feeders, and outside the door
leading to Teal hide a male Brambling moved
around in an Ash tree.
The two Rutland Water Reserves have excellent
facilities, with seven hides plus the Centre at Lyndon
and an impressive 28 hides plus the Centre at
Egleton. To do justice to these facilities, and the
eight lagoons, more time is needed to have a chance
of seeing all the species across the reserves. Our
group of 30 members and guests had a fantastic day
and managed to identify a very creditable 90 species
during our days visit, just two-hours from Essex.
Thanks to Steve Grimwade for leading the walks and
managing to get so many of the group onto the
target species.

RSPB Titchwell Marshes
Reserve

Sedge and Eurasian Reed Warbler, which were seen
climbing the reed stems or flying across flashes of
water, and in the distance at least four Little Gulls
could be seen flying with Black-headed Gulls.
Physical size and plumage differences made
identification that much easier between the species.
Male and female Western Marsh Harriers
quartered the reedbed in search of prey and the first
of three Common Cuckoos flew over.
From Parrinder Hide (south) views of waders and
water fowl moving around on the islands and in the
shallow water produced, in my opinion, the bird and
display of the day and probably of the current
programme of trips.  A fine male Ruff, with a cream
coloured ‘ruff’, displaying to an apparent
uninterested dark plumage female. The variation in
plumage colour between the two Ruff was quite
striking, and to witness the spectacle was really a
rare privilege not seen on our trips previously.
Dunlin, Pied Avocet, both Bar-tailed and Blacktailed Godwits, Ruddy Turnstone and Common
Redshank moved about, feeding in the shallow
water.
Wildfowl featured well during the day, which
included Tufted Duck, Northern Shoveler,
Eurasian Teal, Red-crested Pochard, Common
Pochard, Common Shelduck and Eurasian

13th May 2018 by Gerry Johnson
North Norfolk is always a great place to visit, but
during May it can be just fantastic. Following the
overnight rain, it was a dull morning as we
boarded the coach for the 07:00 departure, with
John Mapp and son Benn joining us for the first time.
The traffic was light, and we were soon at our
comfort stop, enjoying refreshments at Walker’s at
the Barton Mills services, before heading for our
Norfolk destination of Titchwell Marshes and
commence our day’s birding in earnest. The short
walk through the wooded glade from the car park to
the Centre was full of birds singing with European
Goldfinch, European Greenfinch, Common
Chaffinch, Great and European Blue Tit amongst
the species seen on the feeders hanging outside the
rear of the Centre.
Some of our group headed off along the West bank
footpath towards the Freshwater Marsh followed by
the tidal Volunteer Marsh and eventually the beach.
Others took the board walk leading to East trail,
overlooking Patsy’s Reedbed and East Pond.
Willow Carr and Reedbed Pool delivered the song of
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*Why not join us on a luxury air-conditioned
coach to ‘The British Bird Watching Fair’ at
Rutland Water on Sunday 19th August. Contact
Gerry Johnson on 07775 663166 for further
details and to book your place(s). It is a great day
out for everyone.
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RSPB Titchwell Marsh Reserve (Gerry Johnson)

Wigeon. Noisy Canada and Greylag Geese arrived
and departed throughout the day. Brant, Egyptian
and Pink-footed Geese boosted the species seen.
Amongst the breeding colony of Black-headed
Gulls at least 23 adult Mediterranean Gulls could be
seen with their black heads and blood-red bills.
Common, Sandwich and Little Terns were also
noted on Freshwater Marsh as were Eurasian Curlew,
Common Ringed and Little Ringed Plover.
The wooden ramp across the sand dunes to the
platform for wheel chair users to view the beach has
not yet been replaced following being destroyed in a
storm, which is unfortunate and hope it will be
replaced at sometime in the near future. Sanderling,
Eurasian Oystercatcher and Ruddy Turnstone
could be seen on the beach.
The sea was quite calm where Black-legged
Kittiwake, a Common Scoter, Northern Fulmar, a
3rd year Northern Gannet and a Red-throated Diver
were found, plus a Whimbrel flying northwards.
Volunteer Marsh remained dry for most of the time,

Lakenheath Fen
RSPB Reserve
10th June 2018 by Gerry Johnson
We again had new members – Michelle Bonwick,
Richard Jones and Jonathan Pearce – join this
meeting to Lakenheath Fen, our final Field Trip of
the 2017-2018 programme. It was a fresh, dry
morning as the group boarded the coach and
headed off. We travelled northwards up the M11
where a Red Kite was noted gliding over the coach
prior to crossing the Essex boarder.
With the light traffic conditions, we were soon at
the Barton Mills services where refreshments and a
selection of tasty rolls were consumed before
continuing past the USAF Lakenheath and onto our
destination. Before leaving the coach the decision
had to be made regarding if a fleece or coat might

but during the afternoon the incoming tide
attracted birds along the water edge. Whimbrel,
Eurasian Oystercatcher and 12 very smart Grey
Plover in their splendid summer plumage featured.
Francis Hall noted a single European Golden Plover,
Janet Avery had Lesser Whitethroat and Terry
Malby found a Spotted Redshank.
Although Common Skylark and Meadow Pipit
were seen in low numbers, as were Common House
Martins, Barn Swallows and particularly Common
Swifts, the lack in numbers could just be due to the
recent wet, cold weather and we hope that they
arrive in greater numbers soon.
The bushes on either side of the board walk
heading for East trail were full of birds singing
– Eurasian Blackcap, Common Chiffchaff,
Common Blackbird, Common Whitethroat,
finches and tits. Cetti’s Warbler were heard, but
again not in the numbers expected. It has been
suggested that the second very cold spell, with
strong biting wind and heavy snow from the east in
mid-March, has unfortunately taken its toll on
Cetti’s Warblers. Peter King also located a pair of
Common Buzzard soaring high on a thermal with
Western Marsh Harrier, and Chris Jones spotted a
male Eurasian Bullfinch in the bushes around the
car park area when heading back to board the coach.
Although not a vast reserve in area there is
certainly more than enough to explore at Titchwell
Marshes, with the different habitats and the reserve
being such a magnet for so many different bird
species due to its location. It had been a very
satisfying, bird filled day for the group, with the
day’s total of species identified a very impressive
101. Not since our joint visit to Titchwell and Holme
Dunes three years ago, in October 2015, had the
group achieved over the hundred species in a day,
confirming just how good north Norfolk can be,
especially during the month of May.

be necessary? With the weather predicted to get
warmer, those already in shorts opted for shirt
sleeves while others decided to go with a light
jumper or thin coat.
From the Centre we past the pond adjacent to the
board walk and headed off on the East Wood trail.
Before reaching the New Fen viewpoint Common
Whitethroat and Garden Warbler were heard and
seen amongst bushes close to the railway track.
Once at the viewpoint we made ourselves
comfortable and recorded the species on view.
Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck, Eurasian Coot
on the exposed flashes of water cutting through the
reedbed; European Reed Warbler, Willow Warbler
along with good numbers of Common Reed
Bunting flying between the reeds and Western
Marsh Harrier, Grey Heron, Eurasian Bittern and
Common Kingfisher flying over the reedbed.
Moving on some of the group chose to take the
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Great Crested Grebe family (Peter Heath)

path along the river bank while other took the path
running parallel with the main track leading to the
Trail Wood viewpoint. The river walk proved to be
relatively quiet with Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian
Oystercatcher, Northern Lapwing, Northern
Shoveler, Eurasian Teal and Gadwall amongst the
species seen. On the path to the viewpoint excellent
views of two Eurasian Hobbies hunting just over
our heads in the warm, calm conditions were
appreciated. The Hobbies bold face markings
pointed wings and strong streaked breast plumage
was easily made out as they caught and
dismembered damsel and dragonflies in flight, both
in good numbers.
Taking a short detour off to the left took us to
Mere hide; known for sightings of Eurasian Bittern.
On arrival it was already occupied by other visitors
so decided to return to the main track and continue
on towards Joist Fen viewpoint. This was fortunate as
before reaching the track a Eurasian Bittern flew
from the reedbed and flew by very close to where
we stood. So, close we could hear it calling! We
watched as it flew off towards New Fen viewpoint
only to turn and return and fly over the stand of tall
popular trees. It was one of the longest bittern
flights witnessed by members of the group.
By the time Joist Fen viewpoint was reached lunch
and cold drinks were most welcomed in the hot
sunshine, with the temperature reaching a
comfortable 23 deg C.  A pair of Eurasian Blackcaps
occupied a bush to our left and a Cetti’s Warbler
flew between bushes on the left and right sides of
the position. Common Buzzards and more Western
Marsh Harriers flew over the vast reedbed.  While
scanning the reedbed a Eurasian Bittern was
located by Howard Manners half way up the reeds
just 20 metres from where we sat. It was while eyes
were trained on this bird a second Eurasian Bittern
flew up from only a metre to the left of the first
bird.  While at this viewpoint at least eight sightings
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of Eurasian Bittern were had amongst the reeds
and in flight. Knowing the area where the Common
Cranes frequent a watchful eye was also maintained
in that direction and Matt Turner was fortunate to
get a brief sighting of two Common Cranes on the
ground.
Some of the group started to walk back after
eating while others remained in anticipation that
better views of the Crane’s might be forthcoming.
Eurasian Bittern were again seen, putting our
sightings into double figures. Something not
achieved on any previous trips to any of the places
visited.
Being early June the Eurasian Reed Warbler and
Sedge Warbler song was not as intense as heard in
May, but still enjoyed amongst the other bird song.
Some of the group could remember when the
beautiful song of the breeding Eurasian Golden
Oriole was once heard amongst the popular trees on
this reserve. Sadly, they are no longer present, but it
is hoped that they may return one day?
Standing on the veranda behind the Centre eating
ice creams we watched a Common Kingfisher on a
post at the far end of the pond.  We were conscious
of disturbing its fishing but after a couple of
unsuccessful attempts to catch fish the kingfisher
few towards our position and perched in the low
branch of a willow tree just to our right. It dived into
the water to emerge with a small silver fish in its bill.
Our group had enjoyed a great day at Lakenheath
Fen reserve; with 71 species identified during the
day by the group under the guidance of leader Steve
Grimwade from ‘Swallow Birding’. Some species
were seen exceptionally well, all in brilliant hot
summer weather.
We look forward to members and guests joining
some of the trips in the new programme of meetings
as per the Fixture Card enclosed with this issue of
‘Essex Birding’. Starting with the ‘Bird Fair’ on
19th August. Do have a great summer.

Book Review
 Geoff Gibbsn

My House of Sky – The life and work of
J.A. Baker, by Hetty Saunders,
published by Little Toller Books, 2017
J.A. Baker’s book ‘The Peregrine’ was published by
Collins in 1967, followed by ‘The Hill of Summer’ in
1969. Observations described in the books were
made by Baker during his explorations by bicycle
east from Chelmsford (where he lived) towards
Danbury and Maldon, and then along the north and
south shores of the Blackwater. His sightings of
wintering peregrines were made between 1955 and
1965, when peregrines and other predators were in
steep decline, caused by organochlorine insecticide
residues ingested via prey items. His observations
were condensed into a single year in his first book,
which resulted in some readers being rather
sceptical about what he saw. Indeed, the Editors of
the Essex Bird Report at the time suggested that
Baker’s peregrines were falconers’ birds, not wild
birds. Following the favourable reception of ‘The
Peregrine’ by the literary critics, Baker then wrote up
his summer (spring to autumn) observations of
wildlife in ‘The Hill of Summer’, again as if made in a
single year.
More information about Baker’s life became
available in 2010 when both books were republished
by Collins in a single volume, with a very readable
12-page introduction by Mark Cocker. This begins by
stating ‘J.A. Baker (1926-1987) is now widely
acknowledged as one of the most important British
writers on nature in the twentieth century’. The
texts of both books follow, and then John Fanshawe
introduces excerpts from Baker’s unpublished diaries
which came to light in 2005, almost 20 years after
his death. These show that he was largely a solitary
birdwatcher, sometimes accompanied by Sid
(Harman) and ’G’ (not identified). Geoff Pyman and
Stan Hudgell were also mentioned. I wonder if Baker
ever went to an EBWPS meeting? Probably not.
Fanshawe was unable to interview anyone who went
birding with him.  As Fanshawe stresses, perhaps the
main striking change since the diaries were written
(1954 – 62) is the sheer fall in numbers of many of
the birds mentioned, such as Lapwing, Turtle Dove
and Tree Sparrow.
A proper biography of J.A. Baker was obviously
desirable, and this became available when ‘My House
of Sky’ was published last year. The primary source
for this was a collection of Baker’s diaries,
manuscripts, letters, maps, notebooks and
photographs which became available by 2013.
Letters include around 50 written to friends, with

whom he began to explore the countryside to the
east of Chelmsford. The full archive is stored at the
University of Essex, with a selection of items
reproduced in ‘My House of Sky’. His maps
annotated with cycle routes and peregrine sightings
round the Blackwater are fascinating.
A single child, Baker had a difficult relationship with
his jealous father. He got into the Grammar School
in Chelmsford (KEGS) but, partly because of
ill-health, was not able to continue beyond the
Lower Sixth which meant he did not go to
University. In 1954, not long after leaving school, he
had a nervous breakdown and was treated at Roffey
Park House in Sussex. Most of his friends went off to
do National Service, while Baker tried out various
jobs, most of which he found boring or stressful.
Eventually in 1951 he settled into a job in the local
Automobile Association office, where he worked for
16 years.
Poetry was his first love, and he developed a desire
to be a great writer. The diaries which were to form
the basis of his books began in 1954; by 1962 the
effects of arthritis means they became difficult for
others to read. He left the AA job so he could write
full-time, and for several years he and his wife
Doreen lived on savings and National Assistance.
‘The Peregrine’ was published in 1967 and was a
great success, winning the Duff Cooper Memorial
Prize. He worked on various projects after his second
book, including an article attacking the Maplin Sands
Airport proposals, and there was to be a BBC TV film
on his work. This was never made, and he died in
1987 aged 61.
Those of us who have spent long days exploring and
birdwatching round Chelmsford, and on the Essex
coast, will find considerable interest in Baker’s life.
He never travelled abroad, considering that his local
area was just as wild as the African savannahs and
the South Sea islands.  We can probably agree with
him that ‘The hardest thing of all is to see what is
really there’.  We may have seen what he saw, but his
great achievement was to write about it so well.
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North Thames Gull Group
Paul Ropern
After 34 years of operating on Pitsea Landfill site
catching gulls the North Thames Gull Group have
taken their last catch on the site. The landfill is due to
close in 2018 and already the food waste has reduced
considerably meaning so have the numbers of gulls.
The last catch was taken on Tuesday 13th of March
2018. Fittingly the last catch included an adult
Mediterranean Gull, so it was nice to finish on a
good bird.
However, although this is the end of the field work,
it is certainly not the end of the NTGG. In 2008 the
group decided to attempt to answer the question
“what will happen to the gulls using the tip when
they close”. This means that the critical point has
now been reached and we can now look at some
analysis rather than field work.  We have decided to
compartmentalise our work into three phases, 1984
to 2008 which covers metal ringed birds only. This
will give us some sort of base line but given the
differences between recovery rates for metal ringed
and colour ringed birds the main comparison will be
between the next two periods. The second period will
be 2008 to 2018 which makes a neat 10 years of
colour ringing. The final period will be the sightings
and birds recovered between 2018 and 2023 (initially
a five-year period).  We may then consider a further
five-year period if we feel we still have enough gulls
marked surviving to give us comparable data.
So, we would like to finish with thanks and a plea.
First thanks must go to all the tip staff and managers
from Pitsea Landfill site through from the Cleanaway
days to the current operation run by Veolia.  Without
the support of these people this valuable work could
just not have happened. Second thanks go to the
many ringers who have come out on cold winter days
to support the catches and ring gulls. Finally, thanks
go to the hundreds of people that have sent and
continue to send in sightings of colour ringed birds.

One of the Brant Geese ringed in January at Blue House Farm
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This leads nicely to the final plea for continued
observations and sending in of any colour ringed
gulls.  All sightings can continue to be sent to ntgg_
sightings@hotmail.co.uk and we will send you life
history and a link to the NTGG web site with a map
and details of the particular bird you have observed.

Southern Colour Ringing Group and the
Brant Goose Project
With the closure of the tips in the Thames Estuary,
the North Thames Gull Group is a group with
experienced ringers and canon netting kit
available.  After some internal discussions, and
tentative links with Essex Wildlife Trust, it was
decided to look at the feasibility of moving the group
to study Brant Geese. The NTGG, although will
continue as a group with colour ringed birds
continuing to be seen, will now become part of a new
group called the Southern Colour Ringing Group,
which will be seeking to working on a range of
projects covering London, Essex and Hertfordshire.
Over the next few years projects will continue or be
developed on the following species:
• Colour ringing of Brant Geese on the Essex coast
• Colour ringing of Little Egrets
• Colour ringing of Grey Heron
• Wing tagging of Red Kites
• Possible colour marking or GPS tracking of duck
The SCRG also has a new web site which can be
found at: http://www.southern-colour-ringing-group.
org.uk
The Brant Goose project is going to become our
primary project as Dark-bellied Brant Geese are icons
of Essex: nowhere in the world in winter is more
important to these small, dark geese than the Essex
estuaries. Brant Geese relying on, so few wintering
grounds has meant they are listed on the ‘amber’
conservation list. Over the winter of 2017/2018 a
partnership project between Essex Wildlife Trust and
the newly formed Southern Colour Ringing Group
worked at Blue House Farm nature reserve, on the
River Crouch Estuary, North Fambridge to try to
catch Brant Geese.
Individual colour-coded rings, as well as a uniquenumbered metal ring, are used so birds can be
identified in the field and information and statistics
discovered about the Brant. Very few Brant Geese
have been ringed in the UK recently; none in Essex for
40 years with only 43 nationally since 2010. Overall
only just over 1,700 have ever been ringed in the UK
largely in projects in the 1970s and 1990s.
SCRG spent much of the winter working out how to
catch Brant Geese and learned a lot from watching a

Ringing and measuring the Brant Geese in January at Blue House Farm

studying the birds without catching any.  With the
help of local birdwatcher and Brant Goose expert
David Low, we worked over several sessions to make
a catch. On 27th January we managed a single catch
of 18 birds all of which were ringed weighed and
measured.
In the weeks after the catch David Low was out
looking for the birds and so far, has managed to
locate all but three of the birds we ringed. This is a
fantastic effort and, whilst most sightings have been
at Blue House Farm, we have also discovered the
birds split up in the flocks and move widely around

the crouch estuary at Deal Hall and South Woodham
– probably displaying behaviours we don’t yet
understand. Information on the movements of the
18 Geese marked can be found on the SCRG web
site and, if anyone records a goose with one of the
green rings on, they can be sent to the NTGG e-mail
address.
We hope over the next few winters we can mark a
good number of birds and start to piece together
some of the behaviours of the flocks of geese on the
Essex coast to contribute towards information to
inform conservation actions for this species.
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The Gambia
Lesley Collinsn
We had decided that we would like to
bird further afield while we could – both
working and in good health – so we
settled on The Gambia. Luckily for us
Swallow Birding had the same idea! We
had our required injections early in case
Yellow-crowned Gonolek; Red-billed Firefinch (All photos lesley collins)
of any reactions (none) ordered our
malaria tablets and stocked up on hand
shower, we met at the restaurant for our evening
gel/wipes, sun cream and Imodium.
meal and a beer before heading to bed after a great
Soon it was time to get up in the middle of the
first day in The Gambia.
night to head to Gatwick for the flight, five and a
As we ate breakfast in the open we watched
half hours later we were at Banjul Airport and in
Broad-billed Rollers, Yellow-billed Kites, Hooded
33-degree heat! Before we even got off the plane
Vultures, Woodland Kingfisher and Pied Crows
Steve G called Pied Crow and Hooded Vulture
and a troop of Callithrix Monkeys waited for any
– our list had begun. On the short drive to our hotel
tit-bits thrown to them.
we added Speckled Pigeon, Blue-bellied Roller,
After meeting our driver Baba, we set off on our
White-billed Buffalo Weaver, Piapiac and
way to Kartong, we had stops to look at Giant
Laughing Dove.  After checking in and quickly
Kingfisher and Lizard Buzzard perched on roadside
dropping our luggage into our rooms, we met to
wires, also noting along the way Western Reef
have a look around the hotel grounds.  A Lanner
Egret, Reed Cormorant, Grey Woodpecker and
Falcon drifted overhead, and Yellow-billed Kites
Western Grey Plantain Eater.  We also found a
circled around us and a pair of Beautiful Sunbirds
Long-crested Eagle perched in a near-by tree.
fed on the flowing bushes, the male stunning in the
Kartong Bird Observatory is run by British birder and
afternoon sun! We added Western Red-billed and
we headed up into an observation platform
African Grey Hornbills and Speckled Pigeon,
overlooking a marshy area. White-faced Whistling
Red-eyed Dove and Senegal Coucal.  A dripping tap
Ducks and African Jacana’s were seen in good
drew in a few passerines and what superb birds they
numbers, along with Yellow-crowned Bishops,
were – Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Red-billed
Piapiac, Black-headed Weaver, Yellow-billed
Firefinch and Bronze Mannikin while above us flew
Kites, Black Crake and African Swamphen.
African Palm Swifts and Rose-ringed
The rising temperature brought out Palm-nut
Parakeets.  With the light fading we picked up more
Vultures, Western Osprey, Hooded Vultures and
species – African Thrush, White-fronted Robin
Wahlberg’s Eagle. Before setting off back to the van
Chat, Grey-backed Camaroptera, Greater
we also noted Squacco, Purple, Black and BlackBlue-cheeked Starting and Yellow-crowned
headed Heron, Pink-backed & Great White
Gonolek.  An African Wattled Lapwing fed in the
Pelican, Yellow-billed Stork and African Spoonbill,
allotments and several Long-tailed Glossy
but the rarest bird of all was a House Bunting, the
Starlings flew to roost. Lamin had changed our UK
seventh record for The Gambia!
pounds into Gambian notes for us – they were so
Driving further along the track we found a trio of
dirty that hand gel after touching was highly
Kingfishers – Malachite, Pied and Grey-headed, we
recommended! After unpacking and having a cool

From left to right: Speckled Pigeon; Lizard Buzzard; Variable Sunbird; Beautiful Sunbird
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From left to right: Bedouins Snake-Eagle; Western Banded Snake Eagle; Hammerkop

also located African Pygmy Goose.  We drove along
to the beach and watched Village Weaver, Variable
and Beautiful Sunbirds and our target bird of
White-fronted Plover was eventually
located.  Walking back to the bus our guide Ebrima
found a Bearded Barbet, we also noted Vinaceous
Dove and an African Harrier-Hawk.  We drove
north to a flooded pit, where we found Giant and
African Grey Kingfishers.  A Dark-chanting
Goshawk showed well in flight and we had good
views of three Black-billed Wood Dove. Hirundines
here were Wire-tailed Swallow, Little and African
Palm Swift.  We had lunch at the Footsteps
Ecolodge followed by a walk around the gardens,
which produced a good number of new birds
– Bedouin’s Snake-Eagle, Village Indigobird,
Lavender Waxbill, Melodious Warbler, Little
Weaver and Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird.
A stop was made at Tanji beach where, amongst all
the fisherman, we saw Grey-headed Gulls,
Sandwich, Royal and Caspian Terns, then back to
the hotel, noting an Abyssinian Roller on the way.

Sunday 12th November 2017
We started early to catch our ferry to the north
bank. Just out of Bassa we found two Anteater
Chats, a good start to the day’s bird list. Several
stops were made as we found birds at the roadside
– Palm-nut Vulture, Senegal Parrots and Western
Plantain-eaters, we also found our first Pearlspotted Owlet, being mobbed by Northern
Puffbacks and Brown Babblers.  A Fork-tailed

Drongo and a Fine-spotted Woodpecker were in
the same tree. Further down the road we had good
views of a Western Banded Snake Eagle, Bruce’s
Green Pigeon and Cut-throat Finches. Stopping in
a field for coffee, brought to us by Lamin, we added
Green Wood-hoopoe and an African Cuckoo.
Driving on again we watched Grasshopper
Buzzard, Dark-chanting Goshawks and Woolynecked Stork flying overhead. Reaching an
expansive area of marshes gave us the chance to
stretch our legs, and a pool close to the bus held a
lone Striated Heron plus our first Hamerkop.  A
hunting Gabor Goshawk flew past and landed in a
tree where we were able to scope it. New species
here also included Senegal Thicknee and African
Darter. Greater Flamingo and Pink-backed
Pelicans were seen a little further along. Crossing
over a tributary of the River Gambia we had a
Western Osprey sitting on the railing, just a few
feet away from the bus! Driving on we noted a
White-rumped Seedeater with some Little
Bee-eaters, Slender-billed and Grey-headed
Gulls, Reed and White-breasted Cormorants and
at a small drinking pool we found Red-billed
Quelea’s - sometimes called “Africa’s feathered
locust”.  A Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark came
down to drink along with Black-rumped Waxbill,
Yellow-fronted Canary and a Sahel Paradise
Whydah was seen flying from one tree to another,
showing off its wonderful ‘banner-like’ tail.  Also seen
were Grey Kestrel, Tawny Eagle, Bedouin’s Snake
Eagle and Yellow-billed Oxpecker.

From left to right: African Darter; Egyptian Plover; Our bus arriving on the ferry
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After our roadside lunch, again courtesy of Lamin,
we headed a short distance east.  Without getting out
of the coach, on the water’s edge, were three
stunning Egyptian Plover, the main reason for our
journey on the north bank! A lone Marabou Stork
circled overhead and around us flew African Palm
and Little Swift, Red-chested and Barn Swallow
and Sand Martin. Back at the
Kaur wetlands we had a
stunning Egyptian
Plover walking
towards us in the
middle of the road!
On the water’s edge
were African Quailfinch,
Montagu’s Harrier,
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
and a single European
Turtle Dove. Northern
Wheatear and Subalpine
Warbler were also seen as we
drove off towards to Farafenni for our
ferry crossing back to the south bank. The
journey also gave us Brown Snake Eagle and
Purple Roller.
It was a long, hot wait for our ferry to the south
shore, and then an even longer wait for our bus,
which had to wait for high tide before coming across
on the large ferry.  Whilst waiting, Steve went with
some of the group for a walk and found Winding
Cisticola, Marsh Sandpiper, Western Olivaceous
Warbler and an Oriole Warbler was heard but not
seen. I stayed with a few others in the shade and we
watched Long-tailed Glossy Starlings and
Spur-winged Geese flying northwards. Once the bus
arrived we drove on to Tendaba camp for the night.

Monday 13th November 2017
Next morning we met on the jetty by the River
Gambia for our trip on a boat known as a Pirogue.  We
headed straight to the northern shoreline and
entered the dense Mangroves, where we explored the
many creeks for a couple of hours, it was so peaceful
and more than made up for the previous afternoon’s
ferry exploits and the delights of Tendaba camp!
There were many birds seen, new ones being
Mangrove Sunbirds, African Blue Flycatcher and

Blue-breasted Kingfisher, a Golden-tailed
Woodpecker was heard, and an African Hobby
gave a fly past. Great, Intermediate and Little
Egrets, Black, Black-headed and Grey Heron, but
the bird of the morning was the Goliath Heron that
flew up just as we rounded a corner, giving good
views in flight and when it landed on the marsh, you
could certainly see why it had earnt its name!
White-throated Bee-eaters, Mosque Swallow,
Wood, Green and Common Sandpipers were
added, then David had a very brief view of an
African Finfoot and I spotted a White-backed
Night Heron perched low to the water.  We finished
off by adding White-billed Buffalo Weaver and
Gull-billed Terns before heading back over a slightly
choppy and wet River Gambia.
We drove on to Kiang West National Park and
along a bumpy track we watched Lesser Blue-eared
Starling and Grasshopper Buzzard.  Walking across
a groundnut field we found an Abyssinian Ground
Hornbill roosting in a large tree.  A pair of Copper
Sunbirds flew over us and sat in another tree was a
White-shouldered Black Tit and a Bateleur flew
past several times. Back in the bus and Ebrima
spotted White-crested Helmet Shrike along with
Pygmy, Scarlet-chested and Variable Sunbirds.
Lamin had prepared us fresh rolls and water melon
for lunch, which we had in the shade of a small
restaurant by the river watching Little Swift and
Spur-winged Lapwing. Continuing the long trip
back to the hotel both Tawny and Wahlberg’s Eagle
were spotted and in a small area of marsh and rice
fields close to the road a small West African
Crocodile was seen eyeing a family of African
Jacana’s.  A Green-headed Sunbird showed well in
the sunshine and below in the rough scrub, we all
saw a Tawny-flanked Prinia. Senegal Parrots,
Broad-billed Rollers, Palm-nut Vultures and
Common Bulbul were seen and on top of a tree we
watched a Purple Starling. Minutes later a Violet
Turaco came into view before disappearing as
quickly as it was found.
Time then at our original hotel for a refreshing
shower and change of clothes, before meeting to do
the bird list over a well-earnt cold beer and then a
good night’s sleep in our nice comfy beds again!
To be continued…

Top: Blue-breasted Kingfisher. Above, from left to right: Abyssinian Ground Hornbill; Palm-nut Vulture; One of the buses
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What’s in a name?
 Gerry Johnsonn
So, what is in a name? Over the years the
‘common’ used names, or should I say the English
names, of bird species have evolved and changed
for various reasons.  Arguably do the names Horned
Lark and Horned Grebe not depict and describe the
species better than Shore Lark and Slavonian Grebe
respectively? Those members of a similar age to
me will remember the Willow Wren changing to
Willow Warbler and the name Hedge Sparrow
altering to Dunnock, which we accepted and are
used today by the BTO, the RSPB and the Society
without a second thought.
Ornithology has developed and advanced
considerably over recent years. With improved
DNA technology this gives a better indication
which species are closely related, sometimes
lumping species together, and sometimes splitting
species to create a new one. The taxonomy
classification of the species has also moved around
over the years due to revised information being
discovered and understood.
There are now several lists for the birds of the
world and each of these lists have different
emphases on the information provided. These
better known lists include eBird/Clements, HBW/
BirdLife, Howard & Moore and the International
Ornithologists’ Committee (IOC) World List.
Following a detailed review by the British
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee
(BOURC) in the autumn of 2016, the BOU formally
recognised the standardised global avian taxonomy
on 27th January 2017, and from 1st January 2018
the BOU adopted the International Ornithologists’
Union (IOU) British List. It is understood that this
decision was influenced by expectations towards a
more unified global taxonomy and with a view to
the BOU working closer with the IOU/IOC.
The IOU is a global organisation addressing all
levels of biology in birds, from ecosystems to
molecules, linking basic and applied research, and
nurturing education and outreach. They seek to
support, promote and advance avian biology.
However, the IOU still has concerns about
conflicting information, so in an effort to
consolidate and rationalise these lists the IOU are
sponsoring a seminar at the 27th International
Ornithological Congress, to be held in Vancouver,
Canada, between 19th-26th August this year to
discuss and, hopefully, come to agreement in order

to compile a definitive ‘list’ that the IOU can
support.
Now that leads me to the Society and which of
the English lists of names should be used for species
in our two publications? The definitive
ornithological publication for Essex, the ‘Essex Bird
Report’ will use the revised BOU/IOC British List
going forward from the Report for 2017.
It should also be noted that the monthly
magazine ‘Birdwatch’ has also adopted the revised
BOU British List in some sections, and I expect
other publication to follow suit in the fullness of
time. In Issue 131 Winter/Spring 2018 of ‘Essex
Birding’ this revised BOU list was used, but this
subsequently attracted a couple of comments
saying that the ‘magazine’ is not an ornithological
or scientific publication, and the revised names
detract from the pleasure of reading the Field Trip
meeting reports.
When changes are made they are sometimes a
little difficult to accept at first, and can create some
controversy, but they soon seem to become second
nature. But perhaps we have been a little premature
and grasped the nettle too soon in using the revised
BOU British List in ‘Essex Birding’? Personally, I am
undecided on the revised BOU British List of names,
but if I were to be pressed on behalf of the Society, I
would say it should be adopted and embraced,
sooner rather than later.
I trust that the membership appreciates the
Society’s position, with its need to keep up with
changes implemented by senior organisations and
maintain consistency in its publications.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to please all of the
members all of the time. (a little bit like Brexit, but
that’s another issue!). It will be only a matter of
time before the revised BOU British List is used by
all organisations and featured in all their respective
publications.
However, should a majority of our membership
voice their opinion to the contrary; by e-mail to
EssexBirdwatchingSociety@gmail.com, then
reverting back to the ‘old’ alternative British List of
names can be considered for future issues of ‘Essex
Birding’. Should only a few or no responses be
forthcoming, then it will be assumed that the
majority of our members are comfortable and
happy with the changes to the names and they will
therefore continue to be used in this publication.
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Winter in Thorndon Park
 Andrew Coxn
It is early December and the weak yellow winter sun
breaking through pale grey skies casts a gentle glow
among the oaks and hornbeams of Childerditch
Wood. This is part of Thorndon Country Park, a large
area of woodland, plantations, pasture and
hedgerows to the south of Brentwood.
A couple of Eurasian Nuthatches call somewhere
further off among the trees. There are Goldcrests
among the stand of scots pines fringing the upper,
eastern edge of the wood. Close at hand are the
sharp contact calls of the birds I am seeking
- Hawfinches.
A little patience and they are in full view: at least
11 are here, perched among the branches like avian
Christmas decorations. The strengthening sunshine
highlighting their bright colours.
Earlier, another group of 12 Hawfinches could be
seen in the north-eastern section of the Old Park;
owned by the Woodland Trust and lying between the
two parts of Thorndon Park. These had been
frequenting the many hornbeams planted in and
around this area. Five Eurasian Bullfinches also
present had been attracted by the numerous
blackberry bushes. This afforded me the so far
unique opportunity of seeing both species in the
same view through binoculars. 11 European
Goldfinches and a solitary male European
Greenfinch added more colour to the scene.
Heading deeper into Childerditch Wood, the trees
descend to a small valley and even smaller stream.
Here a lone alder tree had attracted at least 20
Eurasian Siskins to feed on it’s seeds. Typically
tame, I was able to stand and watch from close
range, even out in the open.
Eventually, the path up from the stream leads to
the Essex Wildlife Trust’s visitor centre. Here many
Eurasian Blue Tits and Great Tits proved equally
tame, frequenting the feeders outside the main
entrance; despite numerous people.  A couple of
Coal Tits and another Eurasian Nuthatch or two
joined them.
Back in the woods and moving in the general
direction of Thorndon South, many more Eurasian
Blue Tits and Great Tits could be seen, with ten
Long-tailed Tits, five Song Thrushes, a couple of
Mistle Thrushes and two Lesser Redpolls. Great
Spotted Woodpeckers were in evidence and
European Green Woodpeckers could be seen in the
Old Park.
Upon reaching Thorndon South, more Long-tailed
Tits and Mistle Thrushes were in addition to four
Eurasian Treecreepers and six Fieldfares.
A week later, four Hawfinches showed well from
the Old Park; including a male and female perched in
40

Eurasian Nuthatch (Sean Nixon)

full view in bright sunshine. Thirty European
Goldfinches were feeding on thistles in a small
meadow adjacent to Rookery Wood (the southwestern part of the Woodland trusts holding). Three
Eurasian Nuthatches and six Fieldfares were seen
in Thorndon South as were two Common Buzzards
and a Eurasian Sparrowhawk.
Just before Christmas our usual walk took into the
upper level of Childerditch Wood.  Already 20
Redwings and ten Fieldfares had been seen in the
Thorndon Pastures area; and 16 European
Goldfinches along the edge of the wood. Looking
up into some hornbeams, I noted several
Hawfinches feeding. More flew into the crown of a
tall oak, calling noisily.  At least ten were present.
Good views obtained here soon gave way to more
elusive behaviour.  At least 30 Eurasian Siskins
provided some compensation. Five Eurasian
Nuthatches; plus, three each of Eurasian
Treecreeper and Coal Tit were seen in the woods,
or on the EWT feeders; with typical high numbers of
Eurasian Blue Tits and Great Tits.
By mid afternoon I was back in the north east
corner of the Old Park.  At least 20 Hawfinches
appeared here, flying over and settling among the
trees bordering the golf course. Possibly they
intended to roost among the thick growth of
evergreens (laurel and holly) which grow here.
Walking back to Thorndon South, I came upon
11 Lesser Redpolls feeding in silver birch trees.
Christmas Day was enlivened by a solitary male
Hawfinch showing brightly, if briefly, from Thorndon
North. Six Meadow Pipits flew up from one of the
open areas, while in the woods were ten Long-tailed
Tits, three Eurasian Nuthatches, two Mistle
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Thrushes, three Lesser Redpolls and four Eurasian
Bullfinches.
The last visit of 2017 was made to Thorndon South
alone, on the 30th. The lake held six Northern
Shovelers and six Tufted Ducks, along with the
usual Mallards, Eurasian Coots and Common
Moorhens.  A rather grey, damp day produced only
30 Redwings and three European Green
Woodpeckers; a couple of Hawfinches appeared,
close to Rookery Wood.
A rather grey and damp New Years Day brought a
selection of common species: Eurasian Blue Tit,
Great Tit, Goldcrest, European Robin, Eurasian
Wren, Dunnock, Common Blackbird, Stock Dove,
Western Jackdaw, Eurasian Jay. These were
regularly noted throughout the winter, in common
with most woodland areas of Essex.  A couple of
Rose-ringed Parakeets appeared as incongruous as
they usually do. These too are now a frequent
feature at Thorndon. The Hawfinches proved
elusive- a male and female did show well, if briefly,
near to the Old Park dog pond. Some Eurasian
Bullfinches were here too.
A few days later, everything improved- the sun
shone and the Hawfinches more obliging: at least
25 could be seen, again from the Old Park’s northern
end.  A little patience and care; and some good views
resulted. The Eurasian Bullfinches appeared, at
least 12 being present in this area; vying for
attention with their larger relatives.  At least 50
Redwings and 20 Fieldfares were here as were a
couple of European Green Woodpeckers. The
woods of Thorndon North held four Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, at least three each of Eurasian
Nuthatch and Eurasian Treecreeper; and ten
Long-tailed Tits.  A couple of Coal Tits joined their
common cousins on the feeders. Two Mistle
Thrushes fed on the ground, on the adjacent golf
course. Two more, plus two Song Thrushes were in
the Park proper, where a few European Goldfinches
and two European Greenfinches were seen.
Across on Old Thorndon Pastures, in a field
abutting the south western portion of the Woodland
Trust land, A small number of Yellowhammers
made a welcome sight, adding their bright colours to
a drab winter hedgerow.  A passing Common
Kestrel promptly flushed more, at least 30, from the
adjacent long grass- the most I’ve ever seen in
Thorndon Park. Gradually they slipped in twos and
threes back into the grass and out of sight.  A flock of
25 Meadow Pipits joined them. Other birds
included a Eurasian Sparrowhawk and some
unusual wildfowl- two Egyptian Geese and a pair of
Mandarin Ducks, moving between the scattered
ponds in Thorndon, Hatch Farm and the golf course.
The Yellowhammers could still be seen in similar
numbers on the 13th, being quite mobile; as were at
least 40 Redwings and seven Fieldfares. The
Hawfinches were in the stand of hornbeams which
abut Rookery Wood.  A minimum of 12 were present.
Grey Wagtail and Lesser Redpoll were seen in

flight from Thorndon North, with eight Eurasian
Bullfinches also present.
More interesting wildfowl appeared on the 21stthree Eurasian Teal being seen on a private pond
close to Hatch Farm. Some Tufted Ducks were here
too. The mobile Yellowhammers had shifted to
Thorndon North- at least 13 being counted, with
four European Green Woodpeckers also here.
Staying in North, the 27th brought nine Meadow
Pipits to one of the adjacent open fields, while in
the woods, at least seven Eurasian Nuthatches
made much noise, some quite close in Childerditch
Wood. Hawfinches too showed well in this location
and from the Old Park; at least 15. Some alder trees
had attracted a group of 11 Eurasian Siskins.
As winter gradually headed for spring, I heard a
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker close to the second
car park in Thorndon North; on February 3rd. Green
Woodpeckers too were vocal, at least three calling.
Three Coal Tits featured in the woods or on the
visitor centre feeders.
Five Eurasian Skylarks flew over a sunny
Thorndon South on the 17th; seven Common
Linnets perched in the trees of the Octagon
Plantation, close to the café. Meadow Pipits were
present on the open field to the south: at least 20
being counted. More Meadow Pipits, 24, frequented
the horse paddock close to Hatch Farm.  At least ten
Hawfinches among the trees bordering the golf
course had joined with a large flock of Redwings.  All
flew towards the northern end of the Old Park.
These, or some others, were seen well later in the
afternoon close to the footpath running past
Thorndon Hall.
Winter thushes numbered 50 Fieldfares and 60
Redwings on the 24th, when at least ten
Yellowhammers were around the Old
Thorndon Pastures area.
This ends this brief resume
of Thorndon Park in
winter.  As can be seen it
is an area rich in
birdlife, in spite of
high visitor
numbers.

Eurasian Treecreeper
(Sean Nixon)
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All the photos appearing in the following Bird Reports section have appeared on our website, it is disappointing to
see that there have been few or no photos posted from some areas of the country.
The Society wishes to thank all the members that contribute to these Reports and the members that collate
them together to give a ‘feel’ for the species that are seen throughout the different areas and habitats around the
County.
Most notes published in this section of Essex Birding are gathered by individuals or groups of other local birders.
Some records come from logs, kept at wildlife trust and other centres. Casual birders, as well as experienced and
proficient field observers and some professional naturalists, have access to these, so logs have been carefully
checked and in some obvious cases ‘unlikely’ sightings will have been expunged at that stage. Records of some
commoner species added to logs by members of the public visiting a site may be happily accepted, but there is
still potential for errors and mistakes. Therefore, as always, the advice is read, enjoy but recognise that while
almost all news is accurate, authenticated records will appear only in the Essex Bird Report. For the Langdon Hills &
Thameside and Wat Tyler reports, Andrew Cox has used a few records from the Southend RSPB website; Graham Mee
has given permission for this.
Many thanks are expressed to all those who make the effort and report their sightings, to the diligent log
scrutinisers and not forgetting the dedicated reporters and to those birdwatchers who share their records with
them. If not done so already can you please send all your relevant records for 2018/2019 to the Senior County
Recorder, Mick Tracey (micktrac@aol.com), not forgetting to use the six-column ‘Excel’ format to make things
easier to process the thousands of records received.  When submitting records, please look at the Society website
or the most recent Essex Bird Report to see whether any full descriptions are required in the case of species which
are currently considered rare or vagrant in the County. Thank you.

Abberton Reservoir by David Wimpress
This report has been composed in
the latest specific order with
comments where appropriate and
the dates of passage migrants, less
common and rarer birds as
recorded, mainly on the Society
blog. Those species present but not
meriting special mention are listed
at the end. Please note that
wildfowl numbers reflect only the
observations of visitors and WeBS
count results may well contain far
greater numbers: these will appear
in the 2017 and 2018 Essex Bird
Reports.
Greater White-fronted Goose
Four flew high east over Layer
Breton causeway on January 7th.
Greylag Goose c300 were
reported on January 7th.
Canada Goose No more than 40
were reported during the period.
Tundra Swan Two adults and a
juvenile were in Wigborough Bay
on November 11th and a pair was
there on January 7th.
(Black Swan) An immature was
seen in Island Bay on February
16th. It or another was with Mute
Swans on east side of Wigborough
Bay on April 25th.
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Egyptian Goose The largest
number reported was 32 on
November 26th. There were 27
and 25 on two dates in December
after which numbers reduced and
there were never more than three
present.
Common Shelduck Numbers
exceeding five were as follows: ten
on December 16th, 14 on January
7th and seven on the 22nd and
31st.
(Cape Shelduck) This escapee was
recorded between November 21st
and 23rd.
Gadwall 50 were seen on January
1st and 102 on the 22nd. 60 were
reported on March 4th and 70 on
the 22nd. Several pairs were
present through April.
Eurasian Wigeon High numbers
were c100 on November 24th, 340
on December 9th, 100 on January
5th and 300 on the 14th.
Thereafter no more than c50 were
reported.
Eurasian Teal Present in all
months and apparently underreported with the only high
numbers logged being 50 on
January 1st and 100 on the 5th.
Northern Shoveler High totals

were a feature of the period: on
November 28th 550 were present.
December’s highest count was
probably the 450 reported on the
3rd but thereafter numbers fell
and c100 were present on the
12th and 31st. January saw 200
recorded on the 14th and 295 on
both the 22nd and 31st. In
February numbers increased to
360 by the 22nd and March’s
highest count was of 470 on the
22nd. Totals were down to 160 by
April 5th.
Northern Pintail There were large
numbers in the first six weeks with
50 on November 16th, 120 on the
29th and 170 on December 2nd.
Thereafter the highest reported
totals were 15 on January 15th
and then only six on both March
10th and 23rd.
Red-crested Pochard an adult
male was present on January 1st.
Common Pochard 306 were
counted on December 6th and 80
were present on January 5th. One
observer estimated c500 were on
the reservoir on January 14th .and
365 were counted on the 22nd.By
March 22nd 110 remained with
the proportion of females rising.

bird reports

From left to right: Common Merganser (Matt Turner); Common Goldeneye (Graham Ekins); Black-necked Grebe (Peter Triston)

There was a pair on hide Bay on
April 26th.
(An Aythya sp. hybrid: likely a
Tufted Duck X Pochard, was
reported in early January)
Ring-necked Duck A drake was
seen on December 12th. It or
another re-appeared on February
5th and March 4th, possibly being
the bird seen with near-regularity
at Abbott’s Hall Farm and on Old
Hall Marshes during the winter.
Greater Scaup There was no
repeat of last year’s influx! One
female was seen on January 1st
and three on the 10th.  A single
female was present on the 12th
and 23rd. Four were seen on
February 1st and 25th and single
females on March 5th and 21st.
Common Goldeneye Small
numbers early in November
increased to 25 by the 28th.
Thereafter up to 65 were counted
with fewer than 25 by mid-March
and just 15 remained by April 10th
with a single duck on the 24th.
Smew the first ‘redhead’ appeared
at the favoured western end on
November 23rd
and by December 2nd four,
including a drake were present.
Seven ‘redheads and an adult drake
were seen from Layer Breton
causeway on January 12th.
Thereafter at least eight were
regularly present and in February
included three drakes with at least
two established pairs. By
mid-March five birds remained
and the last was seen on April 4th.
Common Merganser More in
evidence this winter period with
the first appearing on November
18th and flocks from then on. 33
were present a week later and the
peak for the rest of the year was
65 on December 23rd. The first
fortnight of January saw a likely

weather- related drop to fewer
than ten but a recovery saw
between 20 and 38 recorded
through to February. That month
weather again affected numbers
with no more than 16 reported.
March increases to 30 plus on
several days may have been due to
passage. The last reports were of a
pair seen on April 10th and 11th
and of a female on the 14th.
Red-breasted Merganser A single
drake appeared on December 18th
with Goosanders and was seen on
the 24th and January 1st, 22nd
and 31st.
Grey Partridge One seen on the
edge of the lane north of Layer
Breton causeway on April 12th.
Little Grebe Present in single
figure totals but clearly underrecorded.
Horned Grebe A single bird was
present from November 18th until
December 22nd. One was reported
on February1st and it or another
remained from the 15th to 17th.
One was reported on March 4th
and another on April 10th and
11th.
Great Crested Grebe Common
throughout with 90 on April 2nd
being an interesting late total. 14
were counted on the lagoons on
the 11th, including one pair
courting and three ‘having a
domestic’.
Black-necked Grebe Two
remained from October until
November 6th.A single bird
appeared at the western end of
the middle lagoon on February
16th. It appeared to have a fungal
growth on its head and was last
seen on March 24th. One was off
the Abberton Church viewpoints
on April 2nd.
European Shag The sole
(immature) bird seen appeared on

January 3rd on the eastern side of
Layer de la Haye causeway where
it was present and clearly ailing
before been seen on the sluice
edge, obviously moribund on the
13th.
Eurasian Bittern The earliest
report was of two on December
14th and one bird was present in
the reed and bulrush areas on the
western lagoon until January 8th.
There was single sighting on
February 3rd.
Grey Heron Present throughout
with several nests occupied at the
heronry by early March when the
owners were increasingly vocal
and that ten birds were on the
trees. The highest count of this
species for the nesting period was
17, these being on or close to the
nest site.
Great Egret Two were near Layer
Breton causeway on November
1st and three were present on the
6th.  After this one to two of this
formerly very rare bird were
around the site until late March.
Three were reported on December
3rd and 6th with two birds into
April with one still present on the
26th.
Little Egret Definitely underreported with a maximum of three
but present in small numbers
throughout until ten were
recorded as nesting at the heronry
in mid- April.
Hen Harrier A ‘ringtail’ flew low
over the Island Hide area on
December 24th.  Another ‘ringtail’
was circling high over Layer Breton
causeway with two Common
Buzzards on April 14th.
Western Marsh Harrier Reported
on many days, usually singly with
females in the majority. Twos were
recorded on November 2nd and
21st, January1st and 7th and there
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From left to right: Eurasian Widgeon (Matt Turner); Ring-necked Duck (Liz Huxley); Glossy Ibis (Paul Chamberlain)

were three were present on
November 11th and April 1st
when a male and two females
were heading northwards.  A male
was seen again on the 4th and a
female on the 25th and 26th.
Red Kite One over Wigborough
Bay on January 22nd and another
there on March 31st
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Seen
intermittently with reports almost
all of females.
Common Buzzard Single birds
were seen frequently. One was
attempting to feed on a dead
sheep with corvids on November
24th. There were three on March
10th and two on April 4th, four on
the 14th, two on the 16th, six on
the 18th and two on the 20th.
Water Rail Recorded on 13
occasions from November 7th to
February 21st, inevitably from or
close to the weir at the southern
end of Layer Breton causeway
Eurasian Oystercatcher Two
pairs were seen from the end of
March into April feeding along
each side of Layer Breton
causeway. One was seen on the
14th and two were again there on
the 20th.
European Golden Plover Flocked
on fields and loafing in
Wigborough Bay through to the
end of January with numbers
reported as follows: six (November
6th) 84 (7th), 19 (11th), c100
December 2nd, 150 (6th), 20
(14th), 18 (22nd), and 33 January
31st. 20, seen on February 22nd
were clearly on passage.
Northern Lapwing Flocks were
present through to late February
with maxima of 700 on January
22nd and 31st. 400 were counted
on February 22nd and then most
birds moved off with just ten
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remaining in the area into early
April when several males were
displaying, leading to hopes of
breeding once more. On many
occasions flocks, sometimes
accompanied by Golden Plovers,
dropped en masse into
Wigborough Bay for a pre-dusk
bathe and preen.
Common Ringed Plover The large
numbers in Wigborough Bay
through October continued into
November with 98 counted on the
2nd, 20 from there on the 5th and
51 next day.  After this there were
just two on December 5th and one
on February 18th.
Little Ringed Plover The first of
the spring appeared on March 31st
and was present on 1st and 2nd
April. Two were seen on the 10th.
Thereafter, it appeared that two
pairs were present, one on the
south side of the main water east
of Layer de la Haye causeway with
two, more mobile birds, seen from
time to time on the main
reservoir...
Whimbrel Spring passage began
with two on April 24th and there
were five were present on the 26th
and eight on the 28th.
Eurasian Curlew There were
reports of two (November 11th)
and of five (January 1st). 27 were
present on the 7th and 41 on the
12th after which a remarkable
increase (for Abberton) resulted in
74 flocking in Wigborough Bay on
the 22nd, 60 next day and 74
again on the morning of the 31st.
However, just 18 were seen later
that day and after 31 were present
on February 5th numbers dropped
to just one or two on three dates
to month’s end. Only two more
occurrences were of a single bird
on April 1st and two on the 5th.

Black-tailed Godwit A flock was
present for the first five weeks,
almost always in Wigborough Bay
and varied in number, indicating
possible passage or commuting to
and from the estuaries to the
south and east of the site. 40 and
48 were present on November 5th
and 7th respectively and 24 were
counted on December 6th.
Ruff Present up to February 22nd
with the largest group of 16 in
Wigborough Bay on November
2nd 11 were counted on
December 6th. Smaller numbers
were logged on 16 days and the
last flock was of six on January 8th,
after which smaller numbers were
with Lapwings and Golden Plovers
on south side fields.
Curlew Sandpiper A late bird was
feeding in Hide Bay on November
24th.
Dunlin A large flock (for Abberton)
was present in Wigborough Bay
throughout November. Since
numbers logged varied somewhat
due to disturbance when some
birds will have moved to other
areas of the reservoir, the likely
peak number of this species
present then is the 65 reported on
the 16th. Up to 35 remained until
December 6th. Thereafter there
were nine on January 12th and a
single bird was present from the
22nd until 31st. There was one on
February 15th and three on March
18th.
Little Stint One to four wintered
and were usually seen in either
Wigborough or, less frequently,
hide bays: four were present at the
former on November 5th.  After
this up to three, presumably the
same birds, were seen on.14
occasions through to March 4th
when the last one was reported.

bird reports
Eurasian Woodcock One was
present at the north-eastern end
of Layer Breton causeway on New
Year’s Day.
Common Snipe Single birds were
seen on November 6th, January
1st and April 4th.
Common Greenshank Three
appeared on April 10th. Passage
was light with single birds on the
15th, 16th and 20th and there
were four on the 24th and two on
the 28th.
Green Sandpiper Individuals were
reported on November 7th,
December 2nd and 6th, January
1st, February 22nd and 25th,
March 4th and April 15th.
Common Sandpiper One only
through during the period was
north-west of Layer de la Haye
causeway on April 25th.
Common Redshank Single birds
were seen in late November and
into early December when two
were present on the 2nd. One was
seen on January 1st, 13th and 14th
with two on the 26th.  What was
almost certainly the same bird was
reported from February 15th to
March 4th.
Great Skua One flew west midafternoon on November. 28th
amazing the observer who was
drinking coffee on the terrace
outside the reserve centre café at
the time.
Mediterranean Gull Two in full
summer plumage were present on
March 21st.  An adult pair was on
and around the tern raft off
Gwen’s Hide, calling frequently
and being aggressive towards
Black-headed Gulls on April 15th.
Little Gull Three adults were seen
on April 15th, one next day and
one in first -summer plumage was
seen from Gwen’s Hide on the
25th, flying around among feeding
terns.
Glaucous Gull A first-winter bird
was alone on water south-west of
Layer Breton causeway; then later,
on the ‘scrape’ to the west.
Mew Gull Around 100 were
present in January and on two
dates in late February as this gull
increased as a flocking species at
that time.
Common Tern The first appeared
later then usual on April 15th and
there were 12 by the 18th but no

more arrived until the 20th when
30 were reported. However, on the
26th numbers had reached
summer normal with at least 60
present, 43 of these resting on the
‘old road’ bund at the northern end
of Hide Bay, hopefully to settle
there, since Black-headed Gulls had
usurped both nesting rafts with
just one tern seen to land on one.
Arctic Tern One was seen among
Common Tern of Gwen’s hide on
April 25th and was there again next
morning.
Feral Rock Dove Occasional on
fields to the north of the site and
at Billett’s Farm...
Stock Dove Regularly seen around
Billett’s Farm fields where two
pairs occupied the owl nest boxes.
Common Cuckoo At least one
calling male was present from the
19th with two from next day
onwards and a pair was seen well
together on the 25th.
Western Barn Owl Individuals
were seen on November 21st,
December 3rd and 8th, January
5th, February 14th, March 3rd and
April 1st.
Short-eared Owl One was
reported on April 29th.
Little Owl One was seen on March
18th and another on April 9th in a
tree next to Billet’s Farm for the
second year running
Common Kingfisher Reported
regularly, most often from the
Layer Breton causeway. Two were
seen together on November 12th,
24th, 26th and 30th.

Great Spotted Woodpecker
Three were seen on November
7th, February 17th (drumming)
and April 1st and 11th.
European Green Woodpecker
Single birds were reported as
follows: November 11th; January
23rd; February 5th, 10th, 15th
and 17th and March 10th. Five
were recorded on January 31st.
Common Kestrel Present
throughout. There was clearly a
family party of three from
November 6th until December
14th when four were reported.
Otherwise single birds were
hunting over the site on
numerous dates until early April
when five, including two pairs,
were seen.
Merlin A female was seen on
November 1st and one was
watched from Island hide on
December 24th.
Eurasian Hobby One was over
Hide Bay on April 19th.
Peregrine Falcon Single birds,
most often female, indicated this
species continuous presence
through the period. Two were
seen on December 6th (both
thought to be males and
apparent pairs reported on
January 1st and 13th.  A falcon
mobbed a female Marsh Harrier
into a forced landing in reeds on
January 27th. One was over Hide
Bay on April 14th.
Common Swift The first was
near Abberton Road on April 25th
but in poor weather next day 100
were seen with hirundines.

Barn Swallows in the rain shower (Andrew Stroud)
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From left to right: Common Cuckoo (Peter Triston); Common Starling (Matt Turner); Dartford Warbler (Peter Triston)

Two were seen on the wet, cold
and cloudy 28th.
Eurasian Skylark 20 were counted
on January 1st. Singing males were
reported from February 19th
(four), then on the 22nd (five) and
March 2nd (15).
Sand Martin Arrivals began on
April 3rd when seven were seen
and next day 40 were counted. 50
were seen on the 11th and 24th
and 20 in rain on the 28th.
Barn Swallow The first of the year
were seven with Sand Martins and
a House Martin on April 3rd. 21
appeared next day. 15 were
present on the 11th and 25 on the
15th. 50 were seen on the 24th
and 100 + suddenly appeared as
heavy shower hit on the 25th and
as many again were present in
unseasonal cold and rain on the
28th and during the gale of the
30th.
Common House Martin One was
with the other hirundines on April
3rd. Ten were recorded on the 11th
and on the 24th with 30 present
next day. Five were present on the
28th and 30 on the 30th in cold,
wet gale force conditions.
Coal Tit Now a rarity on the site,
one was reported on April 11th.
Common Firecrest One was
between Island Hide and Hide Bay
on April 15th
Cetti’s Warbler As usual, reported
heard from time to time the Layer
Breton causeway area with
occasional sightings. In the
breeding period song was heard
from the western end on April
22nd and 25th.
Willow Warbler First reported on
April 10th and present until the
end of the period with two on the
19th and one on the 28th.
Common Chiffchaff The first of
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the year was in old woodland near
the visitor centre entrance on
March 25th and there again next
day. Three were present on April
1st and five singing males on the
5th.with 11 by the 20th.
Eurasian Reed Warbler A singing
male was at Layer Breton
causeway on April 20th and 26th.
Sedge Warbler A male was heard
singing south-west of Layer Breton
causeway at mid-day on April
25th.
Lesser Whitethroat First reported
from Wigborough Bay on April
16th with three in song at the
western end on the 20th.
Eurasian Blackcap The first was
seen on April 10th with up to eight
were present after that date, at
least seven of them singing males.
Dartford Warbler Present in scrub
between the visitor centre and
Gwen’s hide from December 3rd
to January 1st, this addition to the
site list was an unexpected bonus
from the recent increase in this
species which has seen others turn
up in winter around the County!
Common Whitethroat Two
singing males were at Layer Breton
causeway on the late arrival date
of April 20th and there was a male
and female in the young treed area
to the north of the reserve centre
on the 26th.
Eurasian Stonechat Three pairs
were present in early November around Layer de la Haye Church
and the fields between there and
Island hide, on the west side of
Wigborough Bay and near the
visitor centre, it may well be that
the bitter conditions in the New
Year claimed some birds as reports
were then mainly of odd birds in
the same areas though the pair
was around the visitor centre on

January 3rd accompanying the
Dartford Warbler during the early
part of the month. None were
reported after the 31st.
Common Nightingale The first
singing male appeared on April
14th and there were two on the
17th and three present next day.
One was in song at Layer Breton
causeway north end on the 20th.
Three were reported on the 28th.
Northern Wheatear A male was
by Wigborough Bay on April 13th
and remained near Billett’s Farm
until the 16th.  A second bird was
near Layer de la Haye causeway on
the 23rd and another reported on
the 29th.
Fieldfare A flock of 30 was seen on
November 11th and 50 were
reported on December 16th with
100 were present two days later.
48 were counted on New Year’s
Day and 108 were present on
January 22nd. In February there
were 20 on the 10th, 65 on the
15th, a single bird on the 20th and
24 on the 22nd. One was spotted
on April 2nd and a late flock of 15
next day.
Redwing One was present on
November 16th and 50 on
December 16th.  After cold
weather none were reported until
a single bird on February 10th and
two on March 22nd were the last
of the period.
Song Thrush Three were seen on
November 10th.
Mistle Thrush One was seen on
April 28th.
Eurasian Rock Pipit Two reports
of single birds: December 3rd and
March 19th.
Meadow Pipit Few were reported
besides flocks of 14 and 34 on
January 22nd and 31st
respectively.
Grey Wagtail Single birds were

bird reports
seen on November 3rd and 24th.
Western Yellow Wagtail The first
was at Layer Breton causeway on
April 2nd and eight were present
on the 5th. 15 plus were reported
on the 10th. there were peak
counts of 30 on the 14th, 15 on
the 16th and 20 on the 20th; the
birds apparently being males, with
the only female reported being
near Billett’s Farm on the 24th.
White Wagtail A male was at
Billets Farm car park on March
26th and another at Layer de la
Haye causeway on April
5th.  Another was present on the
10th and two the floods opposite
Billett’s Farm on the 24th.
Yellowhammer 25 were near
Abberton Church on January 15th
and eight there on February 22nd
with a single bird two days later.  A
pair was present on April 1st and
there were six pairs there and at
Billett’s Farm on the 5th. 14 were
present there on April 10th, two
next day and three at the western
end on the 20th.
Common Reed Bunting Probably
under-recorded and not until
January 5th after which there were
reports of eight with other

buntings near Abberton Church on
January 22nd and 31st. In early
April there were of seven on the
1st and six on the 4th; the majority
males. Nine were present on the
20th.
Corn Bunting A male was heard
singing on the late date of
November 11th.A flock of 100
plus was near to the Abberton
Church east viewpoint on
November 2nd. Birds there
frequently used power lines above
a quite new hardwood plantation
and were present later as follows:
17 on November 12th, 75 on
February 22nd and 31st and on
March 22nd with two males in
song. There was peak of 45 two
days later; 50 on the 26th and 32
on April 1st. and 50 again on the
11th. Three were near Billet’s Farm
on the 15th, nine were reported in
song on the 20th and a singing
male was close to the car park at
Billett’s the 26th with three seen
on the 28th.
Brambling One at Abberton
Church on November 16th
Eurasian Bullfinch Poorly
represented with single birds on
January 7th and 28th and a pair on

February 5th.
European Goldfinch The only
large flock noted was of 30 on
January 5th.
Common Linnet 40 were seen on
January 1st, and 150 on the 7th.
225 were counted on the 22nd, 50
of them at Billett’s Farm and 175
by Abberton Church and there
were flocks of 150 on January 7th,
and 40 on both February 11th and
22nd.
House Sparrow Regular only at
Billett’s Farm.
The following were present
regularly and call for no
comment: Mute Swan, Mallard,
Tufted Duck, Great Cormorant,
Common Pheasant, Red-legged
Partridge,
Common Moorhen, Eurasian
Coot, Black-headed Gull,
European Herring Gull, Lesser
Black-backed Gull, Great
Black-backed Gull, Common
Wood Pigeon, Eurasian Collared
Dove, Eurasian Jay, Eurasian
Magpie, Western Jackdaw, Rook,
Carrion Crow, Eurasian Blue Tit,
Great Tit, Long-tailed Tit,
Eurasian Wren, European Robin.

Dengie Peninsula by Judith Ross
November started with reports
from our man at Deal Hall of four
Taiga Bean Geese showing well on
mud before flying north, plus
Common Merganser and
Black-throated Loon off Coney
Hall, then three good raptor records
– a Red Kite which settled on a
nearby field, and Peregrine Falcon
and a Merlin. This was followed on
the 3rd by a Ring Ouzel and a big
fall of Common Blackbirds, Song
Thrush, Redwing and some
Brambling. There were five
Brambling over St Lawrence village
on the 4th, and the winter thrush
theme was reflected in big counts
of Common Blackbird, European
Robin and Dunnock at the
Bradwell Obs., and 25 Fieldfare
and five Redwing finishing off
apples in the Mark Farm Orchard.
Also, on the 1st around the
Othona Pond and compost area,

was a Firecrest with three
Goldcrest, which hung around
for a while.
Wader and wildfowl highlights
were 10,000 Red Knot on the 5th,
1250 European Golden Plover,
1115 Dunlin, 154 Eurasian
Curlew, 313 Northern Pintail
and 482 Eurasian Wigeon on the
19th (WeBs)
Birds of the month were a
Dartford Warbler which
frequented the Weymarks beach
Suaeda Bushes from the 5th to
22nd; and in the same area in the
fields and borrow-dykes, from the
15th to 26th a Great Egret. On the
21st this joined by a Grey Heron
and three Little Egrets for a real
heron-fest.  And to end the month
where it began, at Deal Hall on the
26th were four Pink-footed Geese
among 3000 Brant Geese, plus
one Snow Bunting.

Ring Ouzel (Liz Huxley)

December’s most notable record
from the Obs. on the 3rd was
probably the Lapland Longspur
that flew in off the sea, and
continued inland, calling. On the
same date European Golden
Plover numbers were up to 3500
(2000 at Ramsey on the 2nd),
Grey Plover at 1577.  Another
large flock of European Golden
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From left to right: Purple Sandpiper (Graham Ekins); Fieldfare (Graham Ekins); Common Whitethroat (Simon Cox)

Plover were noted on the 24th,
along with Merlin, two Western
Marsh Harriers, plus a Peregrine
Falcon pair at the power station.
Christmas Eve - birding or
shopping? Lakeside or a walk
around the fields and tracks of
Mark Farm, Tillingham, with the
berry-laden hedges full of winter
thrushes, finches and a few
Yellowhammers? Guess which I
did! The thrushes were
predominately Common
Blackbird, about 100 around the
lanes, and a further 200 or so in a
small wood bordering the Farm
fields, around Bradwell brook;
along with about 50 Fieldfare and
Redwing, plus several Eurasian
Bullfinch in the Ash trees.
Not quite in the Dengie area, but
on January 3rd from S. Fambridge
a Horned Grebe was seen in
Clements’ Green Creek, and again
there on the 19th when there was
also a female Common
Merganser and a Red-throated
Loon on the Crouch.
On the 7th the Peregrine Falcon
pair were around again at Bradwell,
plus a Little Owl in the Othona
thickets, and a Merlin. The Obs.
feeders in early January were
popular with the various finches,
including up to 50 Common
Chaffinch, 15 House Sparrows
and a Corn Bunting, also ten
White Wagtail. On the 14th,
wildfowl and wader counts
included 1099 Brant Geese, 202
Northern Pintail, 552 Eurasian
Oystercatcher, 2000 European
Golden Plover, 4500 Red Knot
and 1044 Dunlin. 36 Redthroated Loons were logged on
the 17th.
From mid-month onwards a
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Firecrest was regularly seen
around the Othona Pond site –
this bird or another of its’ species
was still being reported in the
area into early February.
A lone Common Buzzard which
had been frequenting Mark Lane,
Tillingham, was seen on the 1st
whilst attempting to feed on
newly-ploughed land being
mobbed by Rooks also following
the plough. There is a Rookery
nearby, and I sometimes remind
the farmer that Rook-squab are a
favourite Buzzard food! (our
broad beans being a favourite
Rook food!)
On the 7th from Burnham Wick
came reports of a Whimbrel,
Brambling, Grey Wagtail and
Common Kingfisher.
The birds must have known
what was on its way at the end of
February, on the Motts Farm (St
Lawrence) fields I counted c550
Northern Lapwing, 12 European
Golden Plover, eight Eurasian
Curlew and finch flocks probably
Yellowhammer; a scene typical
of fields all over the Dengie in
advance of the Beast! On the
28th I briefly faced my ‘scope into
the f8 snow squalls from the
beach at St Lawrence and noted a
drake Smew and Great
Northern Loon flying up-river.
By March 5th the road to Deal
Hall must have re-opened and a
Shorelark was reported as
showing well on the shell bank,
and on the 7th a Purple
Sandpiper was seen there
amongst 2000 Red Knot.
On the 21st a Firecrest was
seen in front of the power station,
and another around Othona Pond
saw the month out.  Another old

friend was spotted from Bradwell,
a Great Egret flying towards the
power station which later settled
again at Weymarks until the 29th.
April, the delayed migrants
finally made it in, but resident
species’ interest included a pair
of Western Marsh Harrier and
15 Common Snipe at Ramsey
Marsh on the 2nd; the Firecrest
still almost resident at Othona
on the 16th, and a displaying
Common Buzzard pair at Mark
Farm on the 27th.
Migrants in order of
appearance: 6th at Burnham, two
Sandwich and one Arctic Terns
flying down river. 8th at Creeksea,
three Eurasian Siskin. 10th at
Deal Hall, male Northern
Wheatear. 11th at Creeksea, 15
Eurasian Siskin and one
Brambling. 13th at St Lawrence,
Barn Swallow, Common
Chiffchaff and two Eurasian
Blackcap. 15th at Asheldham
Pits, eight Eurasian Blackcap,
two Common Chiffchaff and
Lesser Whitethroat. 17th at
Deal Hall, Eurasian Hobby.
19th at Blue House Farm, four
Wood Sandpiper on the marsh.
19th at Burnham Wick, Common
Whitethroat, Lesser
Whitethroat, Yellow Wagtail
and Eurasian Reed Warbler.
24th at St Lawrence, Common
Cuckoo. 25th at Mark Farm,
Common Cuckoo, Lesser
Whitethroat and 3 Common
Whitethroat. 26th at Blue
House Farm, drake Garganey and
two male Whinchat. 27th at
Burnham, European Turtle
Dove.  And on the 29th at Blue
House Farm, now a pair of
Garganey.
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Foulness Island by Dr Chris Lewis
Please note that WeBS counts are available on the FaBS Group website:
https://sites.google.com/site/foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
Western Marsh Harrier, 4 Hen
Harrier, 3224 European Golden
Plover, 2378 Northern Lapwing,
a Jack Snipe and four Shorteared Owls.

Full details of the birds seen each
month are available here: https://
sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
webs-2010/webs
We are in need of new observers
in the Foulness area. Passes are
available for anyone willing to
engage with the application
procedure, which can be found
here:
https://sites.google.com/site/
foulnessareabirdsurveygroup/
membership

March 2018
Our only sighting of Greater
White-fronted Geese this season
was of four in the Fleet area on
18th.  Also seen the same day
were 16 Northern Pintail, 52
Northern Shoveler, six Ruff, two
Black-legged Kittiwake and a
Yellowhammer (at Wakering
Stairs). This is the first record of
Yellowhammer in the Foulness
area since 2010.

November 2017
Single ring-tail Hen Harriers were
seen on 6th and 13th. The WeBS
count on 19th included seven
Common Buzzard, two Peregrine
Falcon and a Merlin; the year’s
highest counts of Pied Avocet
(179) and Red Knot (16050); a
Grey Wagtail, 12 European
Stonechat and a small influx of
finches – 120 European Goldfinch,
120 Common Linnet and a
Brambling.

December 2017

April 2018

Above: Common Buzzard (Sean Nixon)
Below: Hawfinch (Keith Overall)

There was a smattering of
common migrants when we did
our count on 15th, but the most
important observations were
reported by an islander from his
garden: two European Serin on
8th (first record for Foulness) and
a Hawfinch on 14th, (3rd record
for Foulness, the first two in 1960
and 1961).

9 Red-throated Loons were close
inshore on the Thameside on 3rd.
The WeBS count on 17th produced:
three Barnacle Geese and a
Light-bellied Brant Goose, nine
Northern Pintail and four
Red-breasted Merganser; the
year’s highest counts of Eurasian
Teal (1295), Mallard (331) and
European Golden Plover (1460);
two Hen Harriers and three
Western Marsh Harriers; a Jack
Snipe and a Short-eared Owl.

January 2018
The WeBS count was largely
abandoned in poor weather. The
only thing worth mentioning is a
pair of Tree Sparrows reported by
islanders at Great Burwood Farm
and present for most of the month.

February 2018
Highlights of the WeBS count on
18th were: two Light-bellied Brent
Geese, two Black Brant, 12
Red-breasted Merganser, a Great
Egret (on Potton Island), nine
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Hanningfield Reservoir by David Acfield
November 2017
The low water levels meant a few
Ruff, Black-tailed Godwits,
Dunlin and the apparently
resident Yellow-legged Gull
continued to find the conditions
suitable around the hides.  Wet
weather on the 4th brought in ten
Common Ringed Plover and a
Little Stint which stayed for a few
days and was joined by a
Sanderling on the 8th and two
Common Ringed Plover on the
11th. Two Peregrine Falcons and
a Horned Grebe enlivened the
next morning and up to five Green
Sandpipers and two Grey
Wagtails were regularly seen on
the West Bank whilst Bearded
Reedlings and the occasional
Cetti’s Warbler continued to be
heard more than seen on the
North Lagoon throughout the
winter.  A Great Northern Loon
was in West Hanningfield Bay on
the 19th and a Pallas’s Leaf
Warbler was found in the tit flock
in the same area on the 22nd, the
first record for the Reservoir. The
ringed juvenile Peregrine Falcon
was devouring a Common Coot in
Fishing Lodge Bay on the 29th and
fourteen Black-tailed Godwits
were feeding near the Causeway
the next morning; their numbers
increased to over twenty in the
next few days.

Common Merganser numbers
were low, especially when
compared with Abberton, with a
maximum of just seven. The last
day of the year produced another
Great Northern Loon which was
reported for a week into the new
year but was often absent or
elusive. More surprising, given the
time of the year when there have
always been hundreds, was the
almost total lack of Tufted Ducks
and Common Pochards yet
Common Goldeneye numbers
were relatively high at over thirty.

twelve, mid-month, but the very
low numbers of aythya ducks
continued. On the 21st two more
Brant Geese flew round; eleven
Dunlin were feeding in Fishing
Lodge Bay and a Mediterranean
Gull was reported from the
Centre.  A lone Greater Whitefronted Goose joined the
Greylag Geese for a few days
from the 28th and at the end of
the month the resident but elusive
Red Deer population numbered
seventeen.

January 2018

Rising water levels meant the few
waders had departed and for the
first time for many years no Green
Sandpipers overwintered on the
West Bank. Over twenty Common
Merganser were counted on a few
occasions during the month and
the aythya flock returned to more
normal numbers in the first week
with four hundred Tufted Duck
and hundred Common Pochard,
mostly confined to the South
Lagoon. On the 3rd two Eurasian
Woodcock were flushed from the
West Bank woods and four
Red-crested Pochard were
between the lagoons on the 8th.
Eurasian Siskins and Lesser

A Great Egret was in Rawl Hide
Bay on the 1st and two Redcrested Pochard, much scarcer in
winter, were on the North Lagoon.
The Yellow-legged Gull, a few
Black-tailed Godwits and the
occasional Ruff, Dunlin and
Common Redshank were still
present until the last week and a
large finch flock near the filter beds
on the 5th included a least one
Brambling. The 13th proved to be
a more interesting day with
Caspian Gull, Common Scoter
and Brant Goose all putting in an
appearance. Common Merganser
numbers increased slightly to

February 2018

December 2017
A Whooper Swan was off the
Causeway on the 1st and a
Common Redshank joined the
godwits there the following
morning when three Peregrine
Falcons were seen flying
together.  A Great Northern
Loon flew in on the morning of
the 3rd. but, despite the influx of
Hawfinches, the only report was
of one at Crowsheath on the
8th.  A Whooper Swan was
reported again on the 13th when
a Water Pipit was seen from
Point Hide and two Northern
Ravens and a Red Kite were
reported from West Hanningfield
the next morning. Up to twelve
Dunlin were around the hides
towards the end of the month but
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Bearded Reedling (David Acfield)
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From left to right: Black-necked Grebe (David Acfield); Red-crested Pochard (David Hale); Horned Grebe (David Acfield)

Redpolls usually move through
the reservoir in late winter and
early spring and a few were in
West Hanningfield on the 12th. Six
Pied Avocets paid a brief visit on
the morning of the 14th and an
adult European Herring Gull
which was ringed as an orphan
chick in East Sussex in 2010 and
trapped at Pitsea and seen in
North Spain in 2011 was on the
Island on the 21st.  Another
Whooper Swan was reported
from the hides on the 23rd and a
second winter European Herring
Gull, ringed at a landfill site in
West Yorkshire in May 2017, was
on the island the following
morning. Western Marsh
Harriers were regularly reported
throughout the winter but there
were three on the North Lagoon
on 25th with male and female
interacting for the first time.

March 2018
The bitter blizzards from the East
at the start of the month produced
little of note but two Blacknecked Grebe were off the
causeway on the 4th and a Dunlin
was on the Island with a Great
Black-backed Gull, ringed as a
chick in the usual Vest-Agder
region of Norway in 2016.  A
Common Chiffchaff was singing
on the 10th, presumably the first
migrant and a Horned Grebe, just
beginning to adopt its summer
finery was off the causeway. It was
very photogenic during its two and
a half week stay during which time
the moult was almost complete.
On the 16th a female A Greater
Scaup joined the aythya flock on
the South Lagoon and a Blacknecked Grebe was near the West
Bank Pier. That weekend saw the
return of snow and bitterly cold
easterlies, so the Barn Swallow

seen on the 18th must have
regretted its timing.  A Water Pipit
was in fields below the Dam on the
19th and a Red Kite was in the
same area. Red-crested Pochard
numbers start to build up again in
March and two pairs were on the
North Lagoon on the 22nd when a
second Horned Grebe was
between the Lagoons. On the
25th, two Common Scoter were
at the North end, two Eurasian
Oystercatchers and a Common
Redshank were on the West Bank
and two Black-necked Grebes
joined the second Horned.  A
Green Sandpiper was between
the Lagoons the next morning and
rain on the 27th produced the first
Sand Martins as well as another
Red Kite sighting at the North
end. The female and immature
male Western Marsh Harriers
were sky diving on the 29th and
both Eurasian Siskin and
Brambling were reported from the
Centre during the last week.

April 2018
A Eurasian Blackcap was singing
on the Reserve on the 1st and the
second Horned Grebe, which
showed little sign of moult into
summer plumage, stayed until the
3rd. The pair of Eurasian
Oystercatchers was often
reported but, with water levels at a
maximum, there seemed little
room on the Island for them to
attempt their usual nesting and
waders in general were few and far
between with nowhere to land
except the perimeter walls. Just
three Common and two Green
Sandpipers were reported during
the month. The Western Marsh
Harriers appeared to have settled
on a nest site during the first week
but the Cetti’s Warblers, which
initially seemed to have survived

the harsh weather, were reduced
to just one singing by mid
month.  A pair of Black-necked
Grebes was surface feeding on
the 7th and the first House
Martin arrived in misty weather
on the 9th.  A Eurasian Reed
Warbler was singing on the13th
and a Sedge Warbler, much less
common, joined it the next day
when the first Common Terns
were off the Causeway. Two
Brant Geese and a drake
Common Scoter were found
when the fog lifted on the 15th
and bright and breezy weather on
the 17th produced three adult
Little Gulls, three Black-necked
Grebes, a Red Kite and a possible
Western Osprey. The first
Common Cuckoo was recorded
on the 18th, a Ruddy Shelduck
was off the Causeway the
following morning and a
Northern Wheatear was in an
adjacent field on the 20th. Small
numbers of Arctic Terns trickled
through from the 20th with four
more Little Gulls on the 22nd.
Garden Warblers began to arrive
at the beginning of the fourth
week and at least fifty Common
Swifts were hawking very high
above the North Dam on the
26th. The first Hobby of the year
was reported on the 28th when
cold, wet weather produced the
first significant gathering of
hirundines which included a
Red-rumped Swallow. This was
probably the fourth record for the
site comprising five birds and the
first since two were present in
2004. Three Yellow Wagtails that
morning was the sole record of a
once common spring migrant at
the reservoir and the month
ended with another Northern
Wheatear at West Hanningfield.
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Langdon Hills and Thameside Nature Park
by Andrew Cox & Southend RSPB website (Graham Mee)
November 2017
Some notable counts from the
Langdon Reserve on the 1st
included 42 Eurasian Blue Tits, 38
Great Tits, 47 Long-tailed Tits, 23
Goldcrests, nine Song Thrushes,
105 House Sparrows, five
European Green Woodpeckers, six
Hawfinches, five Eurasian Siskins,
three Eurasian Bullfinches and a
Common Firecrest.
Five European Green
Woodpeckers were also noted
from the Westley Heights area on
the 3rd, with six Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, 20-plus Longtailed Tits, two Eurasian
Bullfinches, a Eurasian
Treecreeper and at least one
Lesser Redpoll. Two Hawfinches
were found at the Dunton Plotlands
on the afternoon of the same day;
in addition to at least ten European
Goldfinches and three European
Greenfinches.
At least 12 Redwings were noted
from the Plotlands on the 4th;
records from here on the 10th
included three European Green
Woodpeckers, five Fieldfares, at
least ten European Goldfinches,
eight-plus Common Chaffinches
and three Eurasian Bullfinches.
A Common Kingfisher was
present at the lake and a Grey
Wagtail flew over.
Two Hawfinches were recorded
from Marks Hill on the 12th while
the Plotlands on the 14th saw 17
Fieldfares, five-plus Redwings and
two Eurasian Bullfinches present.
Next day reports included 14
Song Thrushes, 53 Redwings, 112
House Sparrows, two Lesser
Redpolls, Hawfinch, Common
Firecrest, two Meadow Pipits,
Common Kingfisher and Eurasian
Woodcock. On the 17th there
were four European Green
Woodpeckers, five Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, 15-plus
European Goldfinches, a Lesser
Redpoll and at least three Eurasian
Bullfinches.  A Common Kestrel
was seen in the afternoon, as were
two Fieldfares and a Eurasian
Siskin.

52

A sunny day on the 19th saw
a comma butterfly sunning itself
in the Plotlands orchard. Birds
included a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, ten Long-tailed
Tits and at least seven
Goldcrests.  A Common
Kingfisher was reported from
the lake on the22nd.
A Little Egret flew over the
Dunton ridge field on the 24th.
An afternoon walk around Westley
Heights included records of
Mistle Thrush, two Eurasian
Treecreepers and a Coal Tit. The
edge of the recreation ground at
Langdon Hills saw 50 House
Sparrows and a sprinkling of
Common Chaffinches and
European Greenfinches.
Finally, on the 25th, the Dunton
Plotlands and Lincewood held at
least four European Green
Woodpeckers, five Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, a Eurasian
Nuthatch, Eurasian Treecreeper,
one or two Coal Tits, 30-plus
Redwings, three European
Greenfinches, 13-plus European
Goldfinches, two Eurasian Siskins
(male and female), a Hawfinch
and three Eurasian Bullfinch.
A pair of Mandarin Ducks were
notable from Thameside on the
5th; other records included a
Common Goldeneye, Water Rail,
25 Common Ringed Plovers,
seven Grey Plovers, 85 Dunlins,
1268 Black-tailed Godwits,
11 Ruddy Turnstones, a Barn
Swallow, European Stonechat,
33 Common Linnets and three
Common Chiffchaffs.
A solitary Common Goldeneye
was seen again on the 12th, with
three Egyptian Geese, three
Common Scoters, 32 Ringed
Plovers, 500 Dunlins and 900
Black-tailed Godwits.  A pair of
Northern Pintails were here on
the 14th.
Singles of Bar-tailed Godwit and
Red Knot on the 19th were in
addition to 13 Fieldfares.  Wildfowl
counts on the 26th comprised five
Northern Pintails, 11 Northern
Shoveler, 71 Eurasian Wigeon,

221 Eurasian Teal, 115 Tufted
Ducks, 20 Common Pochard and
one each of Common Goldeneye
and Common Merganser.  A
Black-necked Grebe was
notable.  Waders included 1123
Black-tailed Godwits and 665
Pied Avocets. Fieldfares had
increased to 34 and a solitary
European Stonechat was seen.
Three Northern Pintails appeared
on the 30th.

December 2017
Five Eurasian Teal were notable at
the Dunton Lake on the 1st; two
male Tufted Ducks being more
typical. Elsewhere on the Langdon
Reserve at least four Goldcrests
were in addition to Coal Tit and at
least ten European Goldfinches.
Langdon Hills on the 8th saw at
least seven Goldcrests present,
with singles of Coal Tit, Eurasian
Nuthatch and Eurasian
Treecreeper along with 14-plus
Long-tailed Tits, 15 Redwings,
two Fieldfares and three Lesser
Redpolls. Nine European
Goldfinches and at least three
Eurasian Bullfinches were seen
on the 10th.
A morning visit to the Dunton
Plotlands on the 15th saw 21
Eurasian Siskins and at least 13
European Goldfinches feeding on
the lakeside alders. Other sightings
included 15 Fieldfares, 25-plus
Redwings, four Eurasian
Bullfinches and five Hawfinches.
The last named flew over my head
and disappeared into the
south-western corner of the
reserve. Next day the afternoon
brought a different set of records:
Peregrine Falcon, Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, Common Kestrel,
a Water Rail (showing well by the
lake), three Song Thrushes, at
least ten Long-tailed Tits and at
least 20 European Goldfinches.  A
Water Rail was reported again
from the lake.  At least six
Fieldfares were at the Dunton
Plotlands on a misty 17th, with a
Eurasian Nuthatch in Lincewood.
Still at the Plotlands on the 18th
there were two European Green

bird reports
Woodpeckers, two Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, 20
European Goldfinches and six
Eurasian Siskins.  An afternoon
visit to Lincewood and Hall Wood
brought three European Green
Woodpeckers, five Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, a
Eurasian Nuthatch, at least ten
Long-tailed Tits, two Coal Tits,
two Hawfinches and a Eurasian
Siskin.  At least three Hawfinches
were in Hall Wood on the 22nd,
with a Eurasian Nuthatch and a
Lesser Redpoll noted.
Christmas Eve afternoon at the
Plotlands was rather quiet;
excepting a Peregrine Falcon and
a female Eurasian Bullfinch.
Boxing Day saw ten European
Goldfinches at Westley Heights,
with Eurasian Nuthatch and
Hawfinch in Hall Wood. The latter
was a female which had been
noted on a couple of previous
visits roosting in an old squirrel’s
dray.
Reports from Thameside started
with a Short-eared Owl and 28

Common Scoters on the 1st and a
Western Barn Owl on the 7th. The
Golden Gate lakes on the 10th held
singles of Common Goldeneye,
Common Merganser and
Black-necked Grebe; three Great
Crested Grebes, two Little
Grebes and 26 Common Coots.  A
Western Barn Owl was seen again
next day.
Wildfowl counts on the 17th
included two Egyptian Geese, 234
Common Shelducks, 137
Eurasian Wigeon, 168 Eurasian
Teal, ten Northern Shoveler, 109
Tufted Ducks and 23 Common
Pochards.  Waders comprised 122
Pied Avocets, 709 Dunlin, 568
Black-tailed Godwits and 134
Common Redshanks. Other
records included 51 Eurasian
Siskins and a pair of European
Stonechats. Reports on the 21st
included 24 Grey Plovers, 28
Eurasian Curlews and singles of
Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruddy
Turnstone and Brant Goose.  A
single European Stonechat
showed briefly on the 22nd, when

at least ten Eurasian Skylarks,
11-plus Meadow Pipits and 13
European Goldfinches were
noted.
Wildfowl and wader numbers
had increased on the 23rd: 265
Eurasian Wigeon, 358 Common
Shelduck, 190 Eurasian Teal, 28
Northern Shoveler, 493 Pied
Avocets and 693 Black-tailed
Godwits.  Also, here were 26
Common Ringed Plovers, two
Common Snipe, three Brant
Geese, 13 Fieldfares and two
Western Marsh Harriers- an
adult male and female.
Notable on the 31st were
Northern Pintail, two Water
Rails and three Black-legged
Kittiwakes.

January 2018
Early in the New Year, ten Tufted
Ducks could be seen on the lake at
Dunton, on the 5th. Six males and
four females were present.  Around
the Plotlands were four Great
Spotted Woodpeckers and at
least seven Eurasian Bullfinches;

Common Shelduck (Simon Cox)
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including three males and a female
feeding on blackthorn buds.
On the 12th Langdon Hills
generally held seven European
Green Woodpeckers, eight Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, 50-plus
Redwings, four Goldcrests,
20-plus Long-tailed Tits, two
Coal Tits, four Eurasian
Nuthatches, ten Common
Chaffinches, six European
Greenfinches and at least 50
European Goldfinches.
Back at the Plotlands on the 19th
a Peregrine Falcon flew over and
one or two Eurasian
Sparrowhawks were present. Two
European Green Woodpeckers
were in addition to at least four
Great Spotted Woodpeckers.
Small birds comprised at least
three Fieldfares, ten Long-tailed
Tits, at least eight Eurasian
Siskins in the alders by the lake,
62-plus European Goldfinches: 12
with the Eurasian Siskins and at
least 50 feeding on elm buds at
the top of the ridge. Six Eurasian
Bullfinches included four males in
view together feeding on
blackberry seeds. Later in the
afternoon, two Hawfinches (male
and female) graced Hall Wood.
The following were among the
records for the EWT area on the
24th: three Tawny Owls, a
Eurasian Woodcock, two Lesser
Redpolls; and counts of 37
Eurasian Blue Tits and 32 Great
Tits.
The two (pair) of Hawfinches
could be seen again in Hall Wood
on the 26th, showing well as they
perched on top of an oak, just prior
to roosting in a big holly tree.  Also,
around Westley Heights were
three European Green
Woodpeckers, five Great
Spotted Woodpeckers and four
Eurasian Nuthatches. Reports
from the EWT reserve included
Red Kite, Peregrine Falcon,
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, and
a male Eurasian Blackcap.
Records for Thameside on the
7th included two Brant Geese,
two Egyptian Geese, 201
Eurasian Wigeon and a female
Common Goldeneye.  Waders
comprised 630 Pied Avocets, 740
Black-tailed Godwits, 1505
Dunlin, ten Bar-tailed Godwits
54

and a Common Snipe. Ten
Black-legged Kittiwakes could be
seen out on the river.
Counts on the 24th revealed five
Egyptian Geese, 411 Eurasian
Wigeon, 127 Common Shelduck,
47 Common Ringed Plover, six
Grey Plover, 125 Common
Redshank, 41 Eurasian Curlew
and three Ruddy Turnstones.
Other records comprised a
Peregrine Falcon, three Blacklegged Kittiwakes, 80 Fieldfares
and five European Stonechats.
Two days later 400-plus Pied
Avocets and 1000-plus Blacktailed Godwits carpeted the
mudflats. Western Barn Owl and
Common Kestrel were seen on
the 29th; with a male Western
Marsh Harrier and a Common
Kingfisher reported from Stanford
Warren.

February 2018
Early in the month, on the 2nd, at
least 50 European Goldfinches
fed on elm buds at the top of the
Dunton Plotlands ridge. Two male
Eurasian Bullfinches were also
noted. Elsewhere on Langdon Hills,
later in the day, were three
European Green Woodpeckers,
two Eurasian Nuthatches, two
Mistle Thrushes, three Fieldfares,
11 Redwings and two European
Greenfinches. Flocks of 30
Common Chaffinches and
60-plus Common Linnets were
present at One Tree Hill; one or two
Eurasian Sparrowhawks and a
Common Kestrel also being
noted. Seven European
Goldfinches frequented my
feeders at Laindon West on the 7th.
Up on Langdon Hills on the 11th
four European Green
Woodpeckers were in addition to
four Eurasian Nuthatches, three
Eurasian Treecreepers, at least 16
Common Chaffinches, Coal Tit,
two Goldcrests, Mistle Thrush,
two Song Thrushes, six-plus
Redwings and a Common
Buzzard.  At least three
Hawfinches in Hall Wood included
a male and two females.  A dozen
European Goldfinches fed on elm
buds, this time in Lincewood,
joined by a solitary male Eurasian
Siskin.
The same general area on the
16th (mostly Westley Heights

Country Park) featured Common
Buzzard and Eurasian
Sparrowhawk; as well as four
European Green Woodpeckers,
nine Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, eight-plus
Redwings, three Song Thrushes,
three each of Goldcrest and Coal
Tit, five Eurasian Nuthatches,
three-plus Eurasian Treecreepers,
two Eurasian Siskins and at least
three Hawfinches.
Early morning at the Dunton
Plotlands on the 23rd saw 16
European Goldfinches and 15
Eurasian Siskins feeding on the
lakeside alders. Two Common
Kingfishers were reported as
having been present.  Around the
reserve generally were four
European Green Woodpeckers,
four Great Spotted Woodpeckers,
20-plus Redwings, three Song
Thrushes, three European
Greenfinches and four Eurasian
Bullfinches (two males and two
females, feeding on
blackberries).  A visit to Westley
Heights in the afternoon saw at
least 56 Redwings feeding on the
ground, along with 11 Song
Thrushes and a Mistle Thrush.  A
Eurasian Treecreeper and at least
two Eurasian Nuthatches kept to
the trees, as did two Hawfinches
(in their usual haunt of Hall Wood).
These looked to be a pair, some
early signs of courtship being
noted. The male appeared very
colourful and sported the blue bill
of the breeding season.
Four Egyptian Geese were at
Thameside on the 4th, as were five
Great Crested Grebes, 731 Blacktailed Godwits, a Jack Snipe and
two European Stonechats. Next
day a Common Kingfisher was at
Stanford Warren.
On the 11th three female
Common Goldeneyes could be
seen on Golden Gate Lakes, with
567 Pied Avocets, 907 Blacktailed Godwits and 804 Dunlins
out on the mudflats.  A Common
Kingfisher was again reported
from Stanford Warren, on the
22nd, in addition to a Western
Barn Owl and six Bearded
Reedlings. Red Knot and
Sanderling (no counts) were
noted from Thameside on
the 25th.
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Above left: European Greenfinch (David Hale). Above right: Long-tailed Tit (Matt Turner)

March 2018
At the beginning of the month
early spring had turned back into
mid-winter, with heavy snow and
freezing temperatures. Lincewood
held a fine selection on the 2ndfour Great Spotted Woodpeckers,
nine Fieldfares, at least six
Long-tailed Tits, a Coal Tit,
Eurasian Nuthatch, Goldcrest, a
Common Firecrest (at very close
range, feeding in a laurel bush), two
European Greenfinches, nine
European Goldfinch and four
Hawfinch.  Winter thrushes had
descended onto suburban Laindon:
20 Fieldfares fed on garden shrubs
near Berry Lane; at least 40 each of
Fieldfare and Redwing around
berry-bearing trees and shrubs at
Laindon West.  A male Northern
Shoveler was on the small area of
unfrozen water at Dunton Lake.
Next day the Dunton/Lincewood
area held four Eurasian
Treecreepers, ten European
Goldfinches, 25-plus Fieldfares
and ten Redwings.
By the 5th most of the snow had
gone. Up around Westley Heights
two Common Buzzards and a
Common Kestrel were seen, in
addition to three European Green
Woodpeckers, three Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, a Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker (calling
unseen) and three Eurasian
Nuthatches (including a pair
clearing out an old nest hole). The
Hawfinches were back in Hall
Wood- at least three went to roost

just before 16:00, in a big holly.
Four each of European Green
and Great Spotted Woodpeckers
were present in the Plotlands on
the 9th, with a Mistle Thrush and
20-plus Redwings.
Back up around Lincewood/
Westley Heights on the 10th, the
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, a
male, was finally seen in Hall Wood.
His larger relatives were also much
in evidence- five European Green
Woodpeckers and at least six
Great Spotted
Woodpeckers.  Also noted were a
Eurasian Sparrowhawk, four
Eurasian Nuthatches, five
Eurasian Treecreepers, two
European Greenfinch, four
Eurasian Siskins and three-plus
Hawfinches. The latter were
calling noisily but typically elusive,
only showing in glimpses.
Spring had finally arrived on the
16th- two Common Buzzards
displaying over Hall Wood made
use of the pleasantly warm
sunshine.  At least seven European
Green Woodpeckers called noisily,
with at least six Great Spotted
Woodpeckers also active. Two
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
were noted- the male in Hall Wood
was showing well, calling and
drumming; another was calling
from the main wooded part of
Willow Park.  At least five Eurasian
Nuthatches came from three
territories in Westley Heights and
the usual Lincewood bird. Four-plus
Eurasian Treecreepers and two
Lesser Redpolls were noted, along

with at least six Hawfinches, all in
Hall Wood.
‘Beware the Ides of March’ said
Shakespeare- slightly late, he
wasn’t wrong this year: after the
idyllic spring day just mentioned,
winter returned with a vengeance,
with more heavy snow on the 17th
and 18th. The Hawfinches again
deserted Hall Wood for Lincewood,
being joined there by at least two
Eurasian Bullfinches (male and
female) and eight European
Goldfinches.  A small flock of 11
Eurasian Blue Tits fed together in
an oak tree. The Eurasian
Bullfinches were still present on
the edge of Lincewood on the
18th, while European
Goldfinches increased to at least
17, scattered around the area.
Minimums of 15 Fieldfares and
ten Redwings were noted, while
four Song Thrushes and ten
Common Blackbirds could be
seen feeding in a snow free patch
of the Recreation Ground. Seven
Hawfinches seen in flight along
the trees of Hillcrest Avenue at the
top of the Dunton Plotlands were
in addition to the usual group
further up the hills.
Two Eurasian Teal and a
Eurasian Woodcock were
reported from Dunton on the 21st;
with two Mute Swans and a
Common Snipe recorded two
days later.
Heading towards the month’s
end, the snow was now a memory
and warmer, more spring-like
conditions had returned by the
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26th.  A Brambling was found
among the Common Chaffinches
in Hall Wood; at least four
Hawfinches in here included two
males and a female perched
together and showing well. The
former appeared very colourful,
with metallic blue bills and bright
copper-chestnut heads and amber
eyes. Five European Green
Woodpeckers, three Eurasian
Nuthatches and two Eurasian
Treecreepers were also noted.
Reports from Thameside included
counts of wildfowl on the 4th- 131
Greylag Geese, six Brant Geese,
five Northern Pintails, 28
Northern Shovelers, 293 Eurasian
Wigeon, 28 Common Pochard, 39
Tufted Ducks and singles of
Common Goldeneye and
Common Merganser
(females).  Waders comprised 243
Pied Avocets, 1352 Dunlin, four
Red Knots, 239 Black-tailed
Godwits and 127 Common
Redshanks, while other species
included two Red-legged
Partridges, seven Little Grebes
and a Merlin.  A pair of Northern
Pintail were noted next day.
The 11th saw 90 Eurasian Teal
present, with six Great Crested
Grebes and a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk. Pied Avocets had
increased to 495 and Black-tailed
Godwits to 1008. Other waders
included 32 Common Ringed
Plovers, 16 Grey Plovers, a
Bar-tailed Godwit, 16 Eurasian
Curlews and four Eurasian
Oystercatchers.
Nine Common Snipe were here
on the 24th, as were three Lesser
Redpolls.

April 2018
A morning visit to the Plotlands on
the 2nd saw four Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, a singing Goldcrest
and two Eurasian Bullfinches. In
the afternoon, up on Langdon Hills,
six European Green Woodpeckers
were in addition to four Eurasian
Nuthatches, two Eurasian
Treecreepers, at least ten
Common Chaffinches and a
sprinkling of Common Chiffchaffs.
These last became a regular feature
through the month.
Five Eurasian Siskins remained
on the 4th, as did four Hawfinches
in Hall Wood.  A Brimstone butterfly
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was seen on the 5th.
More butterflies next day
included Brimstone, Comma and
Peacock. Birds included Common
Buzzard, Eurasian Sparrowhawk,
six European Green Woodpeckers,
three Great Spotted
Woodpeckers, a Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker (the Hall Wood bird),
two singing Mistle Thrushes, at
least four Song Thrushes,
Goldcrest, Eurasian Treecreeper,
six Eurasian Nuthatches,
eight-plus Common Chaffinches
and at least two each of European
Greenfinch and European
Goldfinch. Two male Eurasian
Blackcaps eventually showed well
from the old cricket pitch at the top
of Hall Wood.  As with the
Common Chiffchaff, this species
became ubiquitous for the rest of
the month.
At least two Hawfinches
remained in Hall Wood on the 8th
but had become (even more)
elusive; one could be heard
singing.  A Eurasian Woodcock was
also here, with two Mistle
Thrushes, five Great Spotted
Woodpeckers and five Eurasian
Treecreepers also noted., around
the Westley Heights/Lincewood
area.  A pair of the latter appeared
to be nesting beneath some bark
flaking away from an old cherry
tree.
Friday the 13th dawned rather
misty and murky; though not
necessarily unlucky- four Willow
Warblers being recorded from the
Dunton Lake area.  At least two
Barn Swallows and four European
Goldfinches were also here.
Tufted Ducks on the water
numbered 18: 11 males and seven
females. Four Common Buzzards
were over Hall Wood in the
afternoon, when a single Hawfinch
called, unseen.  A pair of Eurasian
Bullfinches frequented the edge of
the wood, by the old cricket pitch.
A sunny evening in the Plotlands
on the 18th saw Small Tortoiseshell,
Comma and Peacock butterflies
still active. These last two species
were recorded again on the warm
20th, as were three Brimstones
(two males and a female) and two
male Orange Tips.
The male Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker showed well, if

briefly; still in Hall Wood, on the
21st, while at least six Common
Whitethroats had arrived; five of
them in Willow Park.  A pair of
Eurasian Bullfinches in this area
could be seen feeding on
blackthorn buds.  Around Langdon
Hills generally were five European
Green Woodpeckers, four
Eurasian Nuthatches, three each
of Common Buzzard and Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, two Barn
Swallows and two Goldcrests.
Approaching the month’s end, a
singing Goldcrest was recorded
from the Plotlands two days
running.  A Willow Warbler sang
briefly from here on the 27th; a
Common Swift flew over Westley
Heights on a chilly 28th.
A Horned Grebe made an
appearance on the Golden Gate
lake at Thameside Nature Park on
the 8th, with a male European
Stonechat, 35 Common Linnets
and a Corn Bunting noted on the
12th.
Other species recorded during
the first half of the month included
Western Marsh Harrier,
Black-tailed Godwit, Pied Avocet,
Common Ringed Plover, Dunlin,
Common Redshank, Northern
Lapwing, Ruddy Turnstone,
Common Kingfisher, Fieldfare
and Common Reed Bunting.
Wildfowl still present on the 15th
included a Brant Goose, two
Egyptian Geese, 64 Eurasian Teal
and 44 Tufted Ducks.  Among the
other species were two Green
Sandpipers, two Mediterranean
Gulls, a male European
Stonechat and a Common
Whitethroat.
Reports on the 22nd comprised a
Peregrine Falcon, a Little Ringed
Plover, six Whimbrels, five
Common Terns, two Common
Cuckoos, two Lesser
Whitethroats and eight Eurasian
Reed Warblers.
A Eurasian Hobby was recorded
on the 28th; possibly, large
numbers of hirundines around the
Golden Gate area had attracted it:
250 Sand Martins, 50 Barn
Swallows and ten House
Martins.  A Mediterranean Gull,
three Whimbrels and 136 Dunlins
were notable.

bird reports

Maldon Area by Simon Wood
Summary
Following on from a very average
2017, the winter of 2017/18
proved poor with numbers of
some waders lower than normal,
albeit some showed a significant
and unexpected increased, very
few raptors or owls about and a
distinct lack of thrushes and
finches. Coupled with no real
special birds, it was all a bit quiet
until the very end of March…
As previously stated the number
of Maldon birders has declined
markedly over the last couple of
years, so anyone considering a new
local patch, couldn’t do much
better than round here!

November 2017
The month began with nine
Cetti’s Warblers singing around
Heybridge GP, and 11 Common
Greenshanks roosting there.  Also,
on 1st, a “flock” of four Common
Kingfishers was unusual and were
part of a site total of five at
Heybridge GP that day.  A female
Greater Scaup also put in an
appearance on Heybridge GP on
1st as well as an adult
Mediterranean Gull; records are
uncommon here at this time of
year. Northern Shovelers have
been turning up more regularly on
Heybridge GP recently so 32 on
1st were a sign of things to
come.  Also, there on 1st, a single
Common Merganser appeared
whilst two European Stonechats
graced the seawall but move on
quickly.  A female Western Marsh
Harrier was over Northey Island
the same day.
In recent years, some wader
species have been increasing in

number on the Maldon end of the
estuary; 1,500 Dunlins in Southey
Creek on 8th was a very high local
count and typical of this trend
which is also seeing increasing
numbers of Bar-tailed Godwit and
Knot. Pied Avocet numbers had
reached 120 off Northey Island on
8th but failed this winter to get to
half of the total seen last.  A
Western Marsh Harrier quartered
Southey Creek on 8th.
There were still three Common
Chiffchaffs at Chigborough Lakes
on 13th where one of the winters
few local Common Goldeneyes
also turned up. The same location
held three Common Kingfishers
that day, pointing to good numbers
around locally. Eurasian Bullfinch
numbers remained higher than
usual with at least five at
Chigborough on 5th and about 50
Northern Shoveler were dabbling
about.
On 14th, a Brambling flew over
Heybridge GP, a rare bird locally
these days, and Cetti’s Warblers
had increased to ten, with a similar
number on 17th. Four Common
Greenshanks were still roosting on
Heybridge GP the same day whilst
a total of 17 Corn Buntings,
apparently leaving a roost there,
was a good total, as were 42
Northern Shovelers and seven
Rock Pipits.  Around Heybridge GP
on 5th, Cetti’s Warblers had
increased to 11, two Common
Greenshanks roosted and about
50 Common Linnets flew over
with three Eurasian Siskins in tow.
Three Bearded Reedlings
appeared briefly on 17th with four
Common Greenshanks, six+

Eurasian Bullfinches and also a
male Western Marsh Harrier and
another (male) Red-breasted
Merganser on 19th.  A lone
Common Greenshank was still
loitering around Heybridge GP on
21st, along with six+ Eurasian
Bullfinches, including five that
appeared to fly off west and
another, or same, unseasonal
Mediterranean Gull, Northern
Shovelers increased to 57 and a
cracking winter-plumaged
Red-throated Diver flew in and
appeared on and off until 3rd
December.  A real gem occurred in
the writer’s garden on 27th, a
Common Firecrest in a bush right
by the front door! Also, that day,
there were still four Common
Chiffchaffs at Chigborough Lakes,
two Eurasian Treecreepers and, a
poor winter high count of, 45
Gadwalls at the same locality.  A
record count of 80 Northern
Shovelers were on Heybridge GP
on 21st. The highest winter count
of Bearded Reedlings around
Heybridge GP was 13 on 28th, the
same day that there were 600
European Golden Plovers on the
estuary with 170 Pied Avocets,
seven Rock Pipits and a Western
Marsh Harrier over Northey
Island.

December 2017
A very quiet month!
Four Common Greenshanks
were still roosting on Heybridge
GP on 6th, and the highest count
of Common Goldeneyes of the
year, just five, were on the estuary
the same day with 950 European
Golden Plovers and 600
Northern Lapwings and a lone

From left to right: Red-throated Diver (Paul Chamberlain); Ruff (Graham Ekins); Barnacle Goose (Paul Chamberlain)
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From left to right: Common Tern (Brian Bolton); Arctic Tern (Graham Ekins); Little Gull (Brian Bolton)

Mediterranean Gull, quite
possibly the same individual
reported in previous months.  A
Brambling in a garden at Langford
on 10th was the second, and last,
winter record this year. On 21st 25
Corn Buntings was another
excellent count at Heybridge GP,
with a Grey Wagtail also flying
over that day. The last record of
the year of note was a Western
Marsh Harrier over Northey
Island on 28th.
And so, ended a forgettable year
as far as local birding was
concerned.

January 2018
The year started with a positive
glut of Eurasian Bullfinches at
Chigborough Lakes where a
conservative total of 12 were
noted on 2nd, with a similar
number again on 16th and nine on
12th.
The 2nd also saw a Green
Sandpiper appear around a
flooded field edge at Chigborough
– a much declined winter, and
indeed migrant, visitor in recent
years, a Eurasian Woodcock
nearby and a small influx of
Goldcrest with at least ten
around. The Scraley Road Little
Owls have been elusive in recent
months, but one did finally give
itself up on 2nd.  A Grey Wagtail
flew over Heybridge GP on 7th
whilst at the same location on 9th
there were at least eight Bearded
Reedlings, a couple of Common
Greenshanks, a similar number of
Common Kingfisher, 21
Common Pochards and 900
European Golden Plovers on the
estuary.
A Western Marsh Harrier
appeared over Northey Island on
10th while a Greater Scaup made
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a brief appearance on Heybridge
GP on 12th, and a small flock of
Common Linnets in game cover
north of Chigborough had reached
50 birds. It’s been a very poor
winter for Common Chiffchaff, so
the writer was pleased to see one
briefly in his garden on 12th.
A Common Merganser
appeared on Home Water at
Chigborough on 16th, whilst there
were two+ Lesser Redpolls and
22 Common Pochards nearby. On
the 20th there were six Redbreasted Mergansers with three
Common Goldeneye (and a
Common Seal) off Osea Island as
well as six Rock Pipits along the
sea wall. The Pied Avocet flock on
the estuary numbered 170 on
22nd whilst on the estuary the
next day there were 900 European
Golden Plover and 210 Pied
Avocets, the highest count of the
winter.  Another Common
Chiffchaff appeared, this time at
Chigborough Lakes, on 26th and
the Common Linnet flock had
increased to c70.
Just north of Maldon, two
Eurasian Blackcaps visited a
garden on 25th where they fed on
Myrtle berries. Ten Eurasian Siskin
at Chigborough on 26th was the
highest mid-winter count

February 2018
With spring supposedly just
around the corner, the “Beast from
the East” hit late in the month
bringing snow, hard frosts and
bitterly cold winds for several days.
The local Little Egret population,
up to 20 of which had been
feeding regularly on Home Water,
Chigborough, disappeared
completely, presumably having
headed south and west. On the
coldest days the sea wall at

Maldon was a haven for birds that
were clearly struggling with the
temperatures – Fieldfare, Song
Thrush, Meadow Pipit and Reed
Buntings. Fieldfares also began to
appear in gardens; being a ground
feeder prolonged frost causes
them real difficulties.
Two Peregrine Falcons were
hunting by Northey Island
Causeway on 20th.
Highlight of the month was the
patch’s second, and then third
Great Egrets. One appeared on
8th, with two being seen from 21st
to 23rd, the later the last date any
were seen.
There was a report of a
Red-necked Grebe on the River
Chelmer on 4th, but despite
subsequent searches it could not
be re-found.
The 8th saw six Corn Buntings
at Heybridge GP, a Common
Chiffchaff visited the writer’s
garden briefly on both 12th and
15th and (the wintering?)
Mediterranean Gull dropped in at
Lofts Farm GP on 14th.
A few Northern Pintail have
been appearing in Heybridge Basin
in the last couple of years but c40
was a very significant local count.
Inland a bit and Hazeleigh Wood
held a Eurasian Woodcock on
16th; they have been particularly
scarce this winter. Two Western
Barn Owls were seen to the east
of Heybridge on 18th.  At least five
Bearded Reedlings were still
around on 21st; how many
survived the severe weather is
unknown but there were no
further records until early April.
The next day there were 5+
Eurasian Siskins at Chigborough
Lakes, presumably birds passing
through the county, a Common

bird reports
Chiffchaff was in a garden in
Maldon on 25th and another was
at Heybridge GP the same day
where there was also a single
Common Greenshank on 28th,
another species a bit thinner on
the ground this winter than of
late.  Also, on 28th, as the cold
weather started to bite, there was
an influx of Meadow Pipit with
15 round Heybridge GP and a
good count of 25 Corn Buntings
there the same day.

March 2018
The month started bitterly cold
with the estuary freezing over and
dead birds being picked up. On
the 1st, the largest ever recorded
flock of Corn Buntings was at
Heybridge GP with about 70
wheeling around on the saltings
and may have roosted on the Pit;
five Rock Pipits were nearby.  A
lone Common Goldeneye was
on the estuary the same day,
whilst Mew Gull numbers were
increasing as the annual spring
passage began.
The 4th saw two Green
Sandpipers and four Common
Snipe feeding in a farmland ditch
just south of Maldon, c50

Eurasian Siskins at Beeleigh and a
dozen Common Merganser at
Rickets Mere, Langford.
The cold spell had moved a few
Eurasian Woodcock about with
three at least around Hazeleigh
Wood on 5th whilst a calling
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
there refused to show itself, just
like the calling Little Owl.
Duck passage was evident
around Chigborough Lakes on 6th
when there were c70 Common
Pochards, 27 Northern Shovelers
and c100 Tufted Ducks.  Also
moving through were about 40
Redwings and a Eurasian
Woodcock and c40 Great
Crested Grebes suggested
movement into the area as well.
12th March saw 30 Bar-tailed
Godwits on the estuary with three
Common Goldeneyes too and at
least two Mediterranean Gulls
patrolling the gull colony at
Heybridge GP.
Common Buzzards appeared to
be on the move on 14th with 10+
kettling to the north of Lofts Farm
GP and there were three+
Eurasian Siskins over the road at
Chigborough, where Tufted Ducks
had increased to c140.

A flock of 15 European
Greenfinches in an observer’s
garden on 18th was a significant
flock by recent standards, whilst the
Merlin seen the same day just
south of Limebrook Way, Maldon
was the only local record of the
winter.  A Western Barn Owl was
seen hunting near Purleigh on 20th.
On 21st there were three
Common Chiffchaffs at
Chigborough Lakes, eight Common
Buzzards up north of Lofts Farm
GP, two Common Kingfishers at
Chigborough Lakes together with
50 Common Pochards, 110 Tufted
Ducks, eight+ Eurasian
Bullfinches, two+ Siskins, and a
single Grey Wagtail.
The last third of the month saw a
Western Barn Owl regularly
visiting the southern end of
Heybridge GP from Northey Island.
By 23rd some passerine migrants
were beginning to battle through
with a single singing Common
Chiffchaff making it to Hazeleigh
Wood. The 24th saw an
unprecedented count of Red Knots,
some 1,200, off Heybridge Basin;
counts of 100+ are exceptional at
this end of the estuary.  With them
were c40 Bar-tailed Godwits and

From left to right: Male Hen Harrier (Andrew Stroud)
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a Common Greenshank.
Singing Cetti’s Warblers were
slow to get going but there were
six around Heybridge GP by
26th.  A Woodcock and 2 Grey
Wagtails were at Beeleigh on
26th. The 29th saw two very early,
at least this year, Common House
Martins at Lofts Farm GP, the first
12 Sand Martins and a Barn
Swallow were also there the next
day and Chigborough Lakes first
Eurasian Blackcap was singing it’s
heart out on 31st, the same day as
two Common Kingfishers were in
full display mode there too.

April 2018
The slow start to spring carried on
into April, despite a very warm few
days mid-moth. Many warblers
were down on numbers even by
the last week of the month,
although some species were early.
The 1st saw two Little Egrets
return to Chigborough Lakes,
where a single Lesser Redpolls
also appeared. Fourteen Sand
Martins and two Barn Swallows
were over Lofts Farm where a
White Wagtail pottered around
with a small flock of White
Wagtails.  About 120 Fieldfares
roosted at Chigborough Lakes on
2nd.  A Little Owl was present
along Chigborough Road on 3rd
and on and off during the rest of
the month whilst Water Rail were
heard early in the month at
Heybridge GP. Seven Common
Chiffchaffs were singing around
Heybridge GP on 5th where there
were three Mediterranean Gulls
and a Western Barn Owl was
hunting round the farm buildings
at Lofts the same day whilst
overhead a Common House
Martin, seven Barn Swallows and
15 Sand Martins had arrived and
another White Wagtail was in the
paddocks there.
At least eight Common
Chiffchaffs were singing in
Hazeleigh Wood on 6th together
with at least four Eurasian
Treecreepers, and a
Yellowhammer was a good local
bird these days. The 7th saw the
first Heybridge GP record of a
Bearded Reedling since February,
a male.  Also, on the 7th there was
a Black Brant amongst the Brant
Geese at South House Farm.
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The 8th was a day of surprises at
Heybridge GP. Firstly, a low Blue
Tit alarm call alerted to the
presence of a rather early
Common Cuckoo, one of the
earliest this year in the country
and then a cracking Arctic Tern did
a short fly-by before heading back
to the estuary; they are a rare
species here and it was a day
earlier than the writer’s first
Common Tern of the year at the
same location.  Also present were
at least four Mediterranean Gulls
and 25 Common Pochards, whilst
out on the estuary there were
around 1,500 Black-tailed
Godwits and two Northern
Pintails. The next day there was a
Black Brant at Southey Creek.
There were four pairs of
Mediterranean Gulls and at least
ten Eurasian Blackcaps singing at
Heybridge GP on 9th, together
with three Eurasian Wigeon, eight
Common Chiffchaffs and six
Cetti’s Warblers. Rounding the
morning off, a single male Black
Redstart popped up just yards
from the writer’s house. That
afternoon a hundred Barn
Swallows, a dozen Sand Martins
and ten Common House Martins
were over Lofts Farm and at least
two Yellow Wagtails were in the
paddocks with about 15 White
Wagtails. The same afternoon
over at Heybridge GP a Little Gull
appeared, with two birds there the
next day. The 11th saw a Little
Stint on the estuary from
Heybridge GP.
By 12th, 13 Eurasian Blackcaps
were singing round Heybridge GP,
together with 12 Common
Chiffchaffs and eight Cetti’s
Warblers.  A White Stork was
seen heading north on the west
side of Maldon on 14th, the same
day a Common Snipe was at
Heybridge GP and on 16th an
Western Osprey was off the
Prom. Over the weekend of
14th/15th, Little Egrets returned
to Chigborough Lakes with ten
occupied nests by mid-week
joining the ten or so nests each of
Grey Herons and Great
Cormorants.
It was 16th before the first
Lesser Whitethroats and 17th
before the first Sedge Warblers

arrived at the Heybridge GP and
the 19th before Common
Whitethroats appeared.  A
Yellowhammer appeared at
Heybridge GP on 17th, now a very
rare visitor to the site; it is a
couple of years since the last one.
The first local Willow Warbler
also sung rather weakly at
Chigborough Lakes the same day
and a singing Common
Nightingale was at Hazeleigh
Woods with four by 20th.  A Red
Kite was over Heybridge GP on
18th and the same day an adult
Northern Gannet was seen
fishing between Osea and
Northey Islands.
Both Western Barn and Tawny
Owl were seen within a few
hundred metres of each other in
Hazeleigh on the evening of 17th,
both Peregrine Falcon and Red
Kite were over the writer’s house
in Heybridge on 19th, with a
Peregrine Falcon again on 23rd.
Common Tern numbers reached
13 at Heybridge GP on 19th and
the first Eurasian Reed Warblers
finally turned up on 20th.
A walk out to Osea Road on
21st produced 420 Brant Geese,
15 Whimbrel, a Water Rail, a
male Western Marsh Harrier
and five Eurasian Reed Warbler.
On 22nd there were 2 Greenland
race Northern Wheatears at
Limbourne Creek. Eurasian
Blackcap numbers had increased
still further at Chigborough with
21 present on 23rd and there was
a 1st-calender year Great
Black-backed Gull still about as
well as 25 Common House
Martins.
The end of the month turned
very cold and the last day was
truly horrendous with heavy rain
all day and a biting gale force
northerly.  A very damp morning
walking round Hazeleigh Wood on
27th produced an estimate of six
- ten Common Nightingales on
territory, although it is hoped to
survey in better weather to get a
more accurate indication of the
population. Two Hobby were over
Heybridge GP on 28th and 27
Common Tern were around the
Pit on 30th after the rain and
cloud finally cleared.
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Mersea Island by Steve Entwistle
November 2017
The month started with up to
three Bramblings feeding on the
rowan berries in the car park at
Cudmore Grove country park up to
the 4th. Water Rail, three
Eurasian Siskins, two Lesser
Redpolls (pond area) 40 Common
Linnets, two Song Thrush, two
Redwings, one pair European
Stonechats, (golf house area)
three Common Scoter, European
Stonechat, Common Kingfisher
(youth camp area) all on 1st. Eight
Red-legged Partridges on fields
along Bromans Lane the next day.
A Green Sandpiper at Strood
fields on the 3rd.  A Black Brant off
the packing shed island, nearby a
Ruddy Shelduck flew in then up
the Salcott channel, two Great
Northern Loons off west Mersea,
Snow Bunting Cobmarsh lsland,
Great Northern Loon, Redthroated Loon and five Horned
Grebes (between Cudmore and
Coopers Beach) on the 5th. On the
7th a female Northern Pintail,
Cetti’s Warbler, four Eurasian
Siskins and Water Rail in park
pond area.
The next day a Ring Ouzel
(Maydays) 13 Grey Partridges,
Pale-bellied Brant at Cudmore
Grove.  Also 8th three juvenile
Black Brant found in a flock of 233
Brant Geese.  A full summer
Great Northern Loon off Mersea
on the 12th.  A Green Sandpiper
(Strood channel) on the 17th, next
day there was 11 Ruff on the
saltings there and a Grey Wagtail
by youth camp. Two Common
Eider and a Horned Grebe off
Esplanade on the 20th. Over on

Langenhoe private army ranges
two Snow Buntings and 14
European Stonechats recorded
on the 24th.

December 2017
On the 3rd a Black-necked Grebe
and Great Northern Loon off
Esplanade, also a female Common
Scoter, two Common Kingfisher
along Strood channel. The next day
a Brambling at Firs Chase.
On the 8th a Tern seen fishing at
West Mersea going towards
Tollesbury to distant to identify a
possible Forsters Tern seen by
two top birders visiting the island
(not by me) hope that the record
of the siting might jog someone
else’s mind. Two Ruff at the park,
Common Scoter and European
Shag along Coast Road on the 9th.
Black-necked Grebe again off
west Mersea on the 10th 2000
Red Knot off the park on the 12th
and a Sandwich Tern (Coast Road)
same day. 17 Western Marsh
Harriers and a Merlin over on
Langenhoe on the 18th.  A female
Hen Harrier on 19th to 24th seen
anywhere between the Strood and
Langenhoe.  A pair of Common
Mergansers off Maydays on the
29th the year ended with a fly pass
a 1st winter Glaucous Gull off
Coopers Beach on the 31st.

January 2018
On the 1st off west Mersea one
European Shag, one Common
Murre, two Horned Grebes, four
Red-throated Loons and 28
Common Scoter. The Glossy Ibis,
Eurasian Blackcap and European
Shag off Coast Road, the Glossy
Ibis later seen on Saltings in front
of Ray island, nearby five Ruff.

On the 8th off Coast Road three
Great Northern Loons, seven
Mediterranean Gulls, 35
Common Scoter and 14
Red-breasted Mergansers.
On the 11th seven Red-legged
Partridges (Bromans Lane) the
next day a Red Kite at Maydays
farm.
A Black-necked Grebe in
Mersea quarters on the 14th.
A Black Brant and two Horned
Grebes at Cudmore Grove on the
20th. The Cetti’s Warbler can be
heard not seen from the park
pond hide, it’s been there now for
a few years. The Glossy Ibis seen
again on the Saltings in front of
Ray island. The month ended
with a Black Redstart around the
club house at Coopers Beach
caravan park.

February 2018
The Black Redstart stayed around
the club house and seawall at
Coopers Beach caravan park all
month, also the Glossy Ibis on
high tide, if you were lucky, could
be found on the saltings in front of
Ray island from the Strood seawall,
unless it was at Tollesbury. The
Black-necked Grebe was seen off
west Mersea on the 3rd, 6th and
12th.  Also, on the 3rd nine
Horned Grebes, Common Murre
and European Shag seen off west
Mersea.
As usual, counts for Great
Northern Loons in the river
Blackwater do well, with possibly
eight on the 6th - four on sea
the others flying past up river.  A
Grey Wagtail found on the 9th at
Coopers till the 11th feeding
around the puddles on the track

Above left: Great Northern Diver (Steve Grimwade) Above right: Common Scoter (Steve Grimwade)
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Velvet Scoter (Steve Grimwade)

down to the club house.  A
Short-eared Owl at Cudmore
Grove on the 17th. Two different
Merlin seen on the 18th - one Ray
island and one Langenhoe.  A
Spotted Redshank along the
Strood channel on the 23th (a very
good bird for Mersea) surprising as
common either side of us.  A male
Hen Harrier seen from Strood
seawall on the 26th.

March 2018
With the snow heavy and drifting,
as always Eurasian Woodcock can
be found around at the park with
one or two birds on the 1st to 3rd,
Northern Pintails also showed at
this time with four on the 1st, nine
on the 2nd, six on the 3rd and eight
on the 9th on the island.  A male
Eurasian Siskin at the park from
4th to 7th.  A male Brambling at
firs chase on the 2nd, the odd
Common Snipe at last been seen
around east Mersea all month. Eight
Horned Grebes off park on the 7th
and five Great Northern Loons off

west Mersea on the 7th.
A Pale-bellied Brant Goose with
two Black Brant along the Strood
channel mid-month.  A full summer
male Black Redstart at Coopers
Beach caravan on the 17th, but
even better on the 19th three at
Coopers and one at west
Mersea.  On the 20th two Black
Redstarts at coopers and a Red
Kite over west Mersea. The month
ended with a Eurasian Blackcap
and Common Chiffchaff at Firs
Chase.

April 2018
On the 1st a Red-throated Loon
and six+ Mediterranean Gulls at
youth camp.
Next door at Coopers beach a
Ring Ouzel and Short-eared Owl
seen on the 8th, the owl was seen
again on the 10th.  A Sedge
Warbler singing at Rewsalls Marsh
on the 9th, three Willow Warblers,
five+ Eurasian Blackcaps and 20
Eurasian Siskins at the park on the
11th. On the 13th a male

Brambling and Lesser
Whitethroat, the first Northern
Wheatear same location.
On the 15th after an afternoon
after dipping on another Sedge
Warbler at Maydays I met Andy at
the car park, we had a phone call
saying there was a male Red
Crossbill at the park and to hurry
up! after five minutes we saw it
well, but other locals did not make
it in time, nearby there were also
five Eurasian Siskins.
Also, on the 15th two Great
Northern Loons off Esplanade
and a few Whimbrel and
Common Greenshank along the
Pye Fleet. On the 18th another
short stay Egyptian Goose at
Maydays (l was at work). Two
different Little Owls seen at east
Mersea on the 19th, the next day a
Red Kite flew over Firs Chase
towards the Strood where eight
Common Buzzards were showing.
Our only pair of Common
Nightingales started singing on
the 24th at east Mersea, and
possibly passing through was a
pair of Eurasian Bullfinch.  A male
Hen Harrier also seen flying over
Rewsalls Marsh the same day. The
report ended on the 29th with two
full summer Whinchat and up to
20 Northern Wheatears between
the park and Stone Point.
To end with some good news,
House Sparrow numbers are
going up well, and six+ Sedge
Warblers are breeding now (a
couple years ago only one pair).

Metropolitan Essex and Lea Valley by Howard Vaughan
November 2017
Hawfinches were once again the
target of many local birders and 13
sites scored with a minimum of 38
birds involved. Ongar Park Wood
and the Thorndon CP woods seem
to be reliable at the moment with
at least 13 in the latter in late
November. There was a scattering
of Bramblings and Lesser
Redpolls too but no proper flocks
amongst the large numbers of
Common Chaffinches on the
move. Common Firecrests were
equally well spread with 12 sites
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hosting nearly 20 birds this winter
so far and given the autumn influx I
suspect there will be more found.
The Red-necked Grebe on the
Roding Valley Meadows NR
disappeared in early November but
then reappeared on the 13th in
now full first winter plumage and
lingered into December.  Wanstead
Flats attracted yet another
Woodlark on the 2nd and a smart
second winter Mediterranean
Gull on the 12th. The KGV
Reservoir hosted a juvenile
Eurasian Spoonbill on the 1st

with a Merlin through there the
next day. Common Mergansers
remained at five and the Blacknecked Grebe was still around.  An
immature male Greater Scaup
arrived on the 11th and a Great
Northern Loon was found on the
25th. The same day a Leach’s
Storm Petrel was across the road
on the Girling, but it did not last
long. Two Eurasian Bitterns were
seen on Seventy Acres Lake and the
first Smew, a female, was on Friday
Lake on the 30th.  A second
Black-necked Grebe was noted on

bird reports
Walthamstow Reservoirs on the
1st along with a Short-eared
Owl. A second Short-eared Owl
was noted over Sewardstone on
the 26th and Eurasian Woodcock
were seen here and in the
Ingrebourne Valley where there
were also four Grey Partridge on
the 15th.  A small group of
Black-tailed Godwits commuted
between here and Dagenham
Chase where a Eurasian
Treecreeper from the 11th was
only the second site record. For
the second winter a Yellowbrowed Warbler was found in a
garden in Gidea Park and 110
Eurasian Magpies roosted at
Dagnam Park on the 12th. Red
Kites were seen on five days and a
pair of Northern Ravens were
over Weald Park on the 17th.
Down on the Thames a new 1st
winter Caspian Gull arrived at
Thames Barrier Park on the 19th
and Gallions Reach had a
Short-eared Owl (3rd) and
juvenile Sabine’s Gull was a great
find on the 12th.

December 2017
The lion’s share of the county’s
Hawfinches seemed to have
become wedged in the south west
corner with 13 sites hosting at
least 84 birds! Thorndon CP with
30 and Ongar Park Wood with 20
were the only double figure sites
and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
were seen at both these. Many of
these locations are historical
Hawfinch woods. Common
Firecrests were seen at nine spots
with four together at the
Waterworks NR being the most
together while a Siberian
Chiffchaff was with 12 ‘normal’
ones at Creekmouth on the 30th.
The Great Egret at Fairlop Waters

CP was joined by another from the
18th and a Great Northern Loon
dropped in for a day.  Another GND
was on the KGV Reservoir from the
13th and Common Mergansers
peaked at 12 and the male Greater
Scaup remained throughout.  A
Black-necked Grebe was seen on
the 15th and Mediterranean Gull
and two Caspian Gulls were
reported. Up the Lee Valley there
were up to 13 Common
Mergansers and a single Smew in
the Seventy Acres area and two
Eurasian Bitterns were see at the
Watchpoint and a Black-necked
Grebe was on Holyfield (17th).  An
adult Whooper Swan dropped
into Walthamstow on the 1st and
both Greater Scaup and
Red-breasted Merganser arrived
there on the 3rd.  Another Smew
was seen on the Wm Girling (13th)
and a drake was on Connaught
Water (4th) with eight Common
Mergansers. Common Merganser
and Common Goldeneye were
seen at Roding valley Meadows NR
on the 1st and the Red-necked
Grebe returned from the 9th-16th.
Six Tundra Swans overflew
Wanstead Flats on the 16th and
Jack Snipe were seen at
Sewardstone (19th) and Beckton
(24th). There were several Eurasian
Woodcock flushed in the cold spell
and a single Black-tailed Godwit
was seen sporadically at
Dagenham Chase where the
Treecreeper remained. Caspian
Gulls were seen at Beckton and
Creekmouth and a 3rd proved very
popular on Leyton Flats from
the14th. Northern Ravens were
seen over Pyrgo Park, Epping Forest
and Weald Park with a Red Kite
over the latter on the 31st.

January 2018
Hawfinches were again
prominent with Thorndon CP
attracting the most attention with
at least 25 being regularly seen
(along with Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker too!). Three were
still in Ongar Park Wood (5th) and
five were found in Hainault Forest
(10th) with singles over Fairlop
Waters (1st), Havering-atte-Bower
(7th), Bedfords Park (4th), Roding
Valley Meadows (20th) and
Wanstead Park (21st) while Epping
Forest at last started to produce
some sightings with seven on
Ludgate Plain (14th), five on White
House Plain (23rd) and singles at
Black Bush and Warren Pond (both
on 22nd).  A Yellow-browed
Warbler at Fairlop Waters on the
first went well with the Hawfinch
and two Great Egrets and one of
the latter stayed till the 3rd when
it was then seen at Mayesbrook
Park (6th) and the in Wanstead
Park on the 8th, 16th and 17th.
The Caspian Gull remained at
Eagle Pond until the 15th and
amazingly ‘Valentino’ the ancient
Mediterranean Gull returned to
Valentines Park after being absent
last year. Two Grey Partridge were
a good find in the Ingrebourne
Valley on the 3rd with two Tundra
Swans on the 6th being popular.
The Valley also had a Red Kite on
the 1st with four others reported
across the area during January. The
male Greater Scaup remained on
the KGV throughout with a
Horned Grebe there from the 3rd
being joined by a 2nd (and a male
Smew) on the 13th with all three
birds staying into February. Three
Black-necked Grebes were on the
Wm Girling and the other male
Greater Scaup remained on

From left to right: Long-tailed Tit (David Hale); Great Spotted Woodpecker (David Hale); Common Blackbird (David Hale)
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Stock Dove (David Hale)

Walthamstow Reservoirs where
an elusive Little Bunting took
centre stage from the 19th.  A
pair of Smew were knocking
around Friday Lake and two
Eurasian Bitterns and six
Common Merganser were on
Seventy Acres with another six
occasionally at Connaught Water.
Down the Lee Valley there were
five Common Sandpipers
wintering at Bow Creek and just
down the Thames a bit there was
a male Bearded Reedling at
Gallions Reach.  A juvenile
Glaucous Gull was at Leyton Tip
on the 28th. Common Firecrests
were wintering at four sites and
another Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker was seen in a
garden adjacent to Dagenham
Chase on the 26th which is
encouraging. Similarly, 21
Yellowhammers on Orsett Fen
and 12 in the Ingrebourne was
pleasing and 213 White
Wagtails were counted coming
in to roost in Epping High Street
on the 10th. Last but not least
two Long-eared Owls are still
wintering at a private site – a rare
find in recent years.
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February 2018
The Little Bunting remained a
draw at Walthamstow Reservoirs
all month with a male European
Serin reported there on the 10th
and 17th. The male Scaup
remained there throughout and
four Red-crested Pochards were
seen on the 13th. The male
Greater Scaup and Smew also
remained on the KGV with up to
18 Common Mergansers and the
two Horned Grebes – one of
which stayed till the 9th. Two
Smew were still in the mid-Lee
Valley and a Eurasian Bittern was
seen again at Seventy Acres after
a month’s absence. Four more
Common Mergansers were at
Weald Park (4th) and three were
on the Roding Valley Meadows NR
on 21st. The 3w Caspian Gull
remained at Eagle Pond with new
birds at Creekmouth (adult on
10th) and at Thames Barrier Park
(1w on 12th). The latter site also
hosted a cracking adult Ringbilled Gull for 20 minutes on the
11th.  A juvenile Glaucous Gull
was around the Walthamstow
Filterbeds from the 23rd- 26th
before relocating back to the

Orient Way Tip for the next two
days while juvenile Iceland Gulls
were seen at roost at Nazeing on
the 3rd and 4th and at
Creekmouth on the 24th.  Adult
Mediterranean Gulls were seen
at Dagenham Chase, Mayesbrook
park, the Filterbeds and Gallions
Reach where two Black-legged
Kittiwakes were also seen on the
28th.  When the weather changed
on the 24th there was a
noticeable influx of Northern
Lapwings and Fieldfares heading
west including 860 of the former
over Wanstead Flats on the 28th
alone.  A flock of 22 Greater
Scaup were noted off Gallions
Reach on the 28th with Jack
Snipe and Sanderling the same
day.  A flock of 46 Pied Avocet
were at West Thurrock Marshes
on the 24th and another Jack
Snipe was seen on Wanstead
Flats on the 27th while two
Eurasian Woodcock were at
Fairlop Waters (10th). Red Kites
were seen over Upminster (7th)
and several sites in Epping Forest
and the Lee Valley including three
over Seventy Acres on the
12th.  And the two Long-eared
Owls continued to winter out of
harm’s way.  A Great Egret was
seen leaving Warren Gorge on the
1st.  A superb 220 Eurasian Siskin
were counted at Hooks Marsh
(19th) and 212 European
Goldfinch roosted in a Romford
garden on the 2nd. Hawfinches
still to be found at Thorndon CP
with up to 12 being seen while
seven were still in Ongar Park
Wood (15th). Several Epping
Forest sites held birds and three
were in a churchyard in Nazeing
on the 21st.  A solitary bird took
up residence in Wanstead Park
from the 27th. Common
Firecrests were noted at four
sites and Siberian Chiffchaffs
were identified at Cornmill
Meadows (5th and 18th) and at
Creekmouth (11th-12th) while a
Dartford Warbler was seen with
four European Stonechats on
some waste ground in Theydon
Bois on the 15th.

March 2018
The Little Bunting continued to
oblige at Walthamstow Reservoirs
all month and the European
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Serin reappeared from the
6th-8th while the male Greater
Scaup remained. With many
displaced waders around the sites
added Red Knot and Bar-tailed
Godwit and got a Little Ringed
Plover on the 15th. The first Sand
Martins here were on the 13th
with a Northern Wheatear on
the 16th and a Woodlark the
following day but it was the male
White-spotted Bluethroat on the
23rd that drew yet another
crowd! Up Valley the KGV
continued to host both the male
Greater Scaup and Smew along
with up to 21 Common
Mergansers while a male
Red-breasted Merganser from
the 6th-11th proved popular.  A
new Horned Grebes arrived on
the 16th and the Greater Scaup
was joined by two females on the
4th with one till the 11th. Dunlin,
Ruff, and Pied Avocet were all
noted here, and two Little Gulls
danced on the 18th while the first
Northern Wheatear was seen on
the 30th with a fine male Merlin
the following day. Eurasian
Oystercatchers, Eurasian
Curlew, Grey Plover and several
Eurasian Woodcock were noted
in the valley during the
displacement and a single
Pink-foot Goose noted at
Sewardstone (9th) and Holyfield
(from the 23rd) and a Greater
White-fronted Goose was at
Netherhall on the 16th. The
female Smew remained on Friday
Lake throughout. The Glaucous
Gull was seen again at Leyton tip
on the 1st and 19th and the
Caspian Gull was on nearby
Leyton Flats till the 16th.  A
Marsh Tit at Holyfield on the 5th
was the first mid-Valley record in
several years. Away from the Lee
Valley, Fairlop Waters joined in
with the Pink-foot Goose action
with a single from the 10th-12th
and had a great day on the 3rd
with Great Northern Loon and
Caspian Gull. There was more
good gull action down on the
Thames were two of the latter
were noted at West Thurrock
Marshes (17th), with three at
Creekside LNR (18th). The latter
site also regularly hosted up to
two juvenile Iceland Gulls and

four Yellow-legged Gulls. What
was presumably the Leyton
Glaucous Gull was seen over the
Olympic Park on 18th along with
a Sandwich Tern! Another
Sandwich Tern was noted at
Gallions Reach the same day
while Mediterranean Gulls were
seen on Wanstead Flats, Ardleigh
Green and at Roding Valley
Meadows NR. Three Red Knot at
West Thurrock Marshes were
notable on the 17th but the
Purple Sandpiper on the Grays
foreshore on the 18th-21st was a
superb find. Hard weather pushed
Jack Snipe out and they were
noted at Fairlop, the Ingrebourne
Valley, Dagenham Chase,
Upminster and four were on
Orsett Fen on the 3rd. There was
also a good scattering of Eurasian
Woodcock too and a Eurasian
Oystercatcher and Brant Goose
over Ardleigh Green on the 17th
in the snow was remarkable. The
15th saw several local birders
picking up migrating Coot for a
couple of hours after dark.
Hawfinches were now down to
mainly singles with Woodford
Green, Creekside LNR, Dagenham
Chase and Wanstead Park
recording them while two were
still in Thorndon CP on the 6th.
A Great Egret was seen over
Wanstead Flats on the 24th and
three Northern Wheatears here
on the 16th followed the first
local one in Upminster on the
14th. The same site also scored
the first Sand Martins on the
10th as well as the Rainham
Eurasian Spoonbill as it departed
up the Mardyke Valley on the
12th.  A Common Cuckoo was
heard at Dagenham Chase on the
22nd and 24th and Common
Firecrests persisted at four sites.
Red Kites were reported almost
daily with 13 sites noting birds
and the Rainham Western
Osprey of the 29th was seen over
Romford just a few minutes later.

April 2018
The Little Bunting at
Walthamstow Reservoirs stayed
until the 5th and was singing over
its last few days but the site was
not yet done with visitors and a
Eurasian Hoopoe on the 6th and
7th set the pulses racing once

again. Other notable records
were an Western Osprey (2nd),
two Common Scoter (8th-9th),
Sandwich Tern (9th), Ring Ouzel
and six Brambling (11th-13th),
Brant Goose (11th), Whinchat
(20th) and another superb find in
the shape of a Black Kite
(24th).  A few Arctic Terns were
also noted here and this was
reflected elsewhere in the Lee
Valley with the KGV holding
them on several dates from the
4th. Six Sandwich Terns were
there on the 6th with two more
Common Scoter on the 8th and
12thand ten on the 10th.  A
Red-throated Loon was a great
find on the 10th but it did not
linger long. The male Smew
stayed until the 18th and the
male Greater Scaup till the 13th.
The 19th was a four ‘Tern’ day
with a Little Tern new in. Two
were present the following day. A
Garganey was seen on the 22nd
and Little Gulls were present on
seven dates including 14 on the
14th.  Away from watery birds
there were two Black Redstart
sightings and one of Common
Redstart (22nd), another flyover
Hawfinch (15th) the same day
as an early European Turtle
Dove, multiple Northern
Wheatears and White Wagtails
and Whinchats on the 13th and
18th.  A Red-rumped Swallow
was a superb find amongst the
throng of other species at
Nazeing from the 28th-30th. The
female Smew remained at Friday
Lake throughout and Western
Ospreys were over Sewardstone
(5th) and the Olympic Park
(10th) with another over West
Horndon (18th). The Olympic
Park also hosted Black Redstart,
Whinchat and Ring Ouzel
(22nd). The Pink-footed Goose
was at Holyfield Marsh all month
with another at Mayesbrook Park
on overlapping dates.  Wanstead
Flats was Ring Ouzel Central
with six days and possibly 11
birds involved.  A supporting cast
of Common Redstart (5th),
Black Kite (6th), four Red Kite
(23rd) amongst other singles,
Brambling (11th), Tree Pipit
(13th), Caspian Gull (17th) and
two Whimbrel (27th) make for
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Yellow Hammer (David curle)

good patch birding.  A pie-bald
Ring Ouzel was seen on the 19th
at North Weald where a Purple
Heron was noted briefly on the
20th.  Another Ring Ouzel was at
Orsett Fen (8th) and two were
recorded at night over Chafford
Hundred on the 13th.  A

Hawfinch was seen in Leyton
(2nd) and the single reappeared
in the Ingrebourne Valley (6th)
where Tree Pipit (12th),
Common Redstart (17th),
Garganey (21st) and an
impressive passage on nine Red
Kites were noted (21st). Nearby

Dagenham Chase had a Tree Pipit
(11th), reeling Common
Grasshopper Warbler,
Mediterranean Gull (12th) and
the first two Little Gulls for many
years (15th). The first Common
Nightingale was at The Warren in
Epping Forest on the 11th with the
Lee Valley sites following quickly
on and another was at Belhus
Woods CP on the 19th when
Common Redstart and Woodlark
were also recorded.  A Tree Pipit
was over Upminster on the 14th
and a Black Redstart was in a
garden in Woodford Green on the
13th with the first local Common
Swifts in Loughton on the
20th.  Another Black Redstart was
at Gallions Reach (3rd) and the
site held Ring Ouzel and one of
the local Iceland Gulls on the
17th and eight Mediterranean
Gulls the following day.  An Arctic
Tern was at Roding Valley
Meadows NR (6th) with another
at Fairlop Waters CP on the 11th.
Red Kites were a daily feature
with some eastern area sites
recording multiple birds on several
days. This is nothing but
encouraging but just how many
are involved is anyone’s guess.

North-east Essex bySimon Cox
November 2017
It was a productive month for
sea-watching, most sightings
coming from Frinton and Holland
Haven but with contributions from
The Naze and Colne Point. Great
Skuas were noted offshore
throughout the month, maximum
count eight, and there were
repeated reports of up to 51
Northern Gannets, 17 Redthroated Loons, 225 Common
Scoters, 12 Common Eiders,
small flocks of Black-legged
Kittiwakes, a few Little Gulls and
Common Murres, several
Black-throated Loons, Common
Mergansers and Long-tailed
Ducks, two Horned Grebes and
two Pomarine Jaegers, also single
Long-tailed Jaeger, Leach’s
Petrel, Northern Fulmar, Greater
Scaup and Velvet Scoter.
Probably the same Iceland Gull
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was seen off The Naze on the 18th
and off Frinton the following day
whilst a Little Auk at Holland
Haven on 30th was, sadly,
predated by a large gull.
Reports from the River Stour
included single European Shag,
Long-tailed Duck, Great
Northern Loon and Horned
Grebe, 40 Great Crested Grebes
and 30 Red-breasted
Mergansers; a Black Brant was
identified at The Naze; a Great
Egret, five long-staying Pinkfooted Geese and a Caspian Gull
were all seen at Holland Haven; a
Pale-bellied individual was in the
Brant Goose flock at Brightlingsea
and four Barnacle Geese and a
single Greater White-front were
present on Howlands Marsh. Grey
Partridges are now scarce here
but there were 12 at The Naze on
the 25th and a flock of 310

Golden Plovers at Clare was
notable. There were a few reports
of Eurasian Woodcock, Purple
Sandpiper and Ruff during the
month, also several Water Rails.  A
single Red Kite was viewed over
the John Weston Reserve on the
25th; otherwise there were a few
sightings of Merlin, Peregrine
Falcon and Short-eared Owl.
On the passerine front there was
a moderate arrival of thrushes with
126 Fieldfares and 174 Redwings
counted at Wivenhoe on the
6th.  At The Naze, there was a
Yellow-browed Warbler on the
8th, both Dartford Warbler and
Lapland Longspur on the 11th, a
Common Firecrest on the 14th,
two Horned Larks on the 19th
and a Black Redstart on the 25th
and up to five Snow Buntings
were noted at coastal sites on
several dates.  Another Dartford

Warbler was seen at Wivenhoe on
the 10th and a few Bearded
Reedlings passed through coastal
reed-beds.
Diurnal passage was observed,
principally at Frinton, with modest
numbers of Eurasian Siskins and
Lesser Redpolls, two Eurasian
Tree Sparrows and a few
Bramblings moving along the
coastline. This will long be
remembered as the winter of the
Hawfinch and 12 moved through
Frinton on the 5th, three were at
Great Leighs on the 14th and four
were in Chalkney Woods on the
18th.
Late departures were Common
Tern (8th), Sandwich Tern (11th),
House Martin (16th) and Barn
Swallow (19th).

December 2017
Sea watchers continued to prosper
with two Great Northern Loons,
two Great Skuas, a Razorbill and
three Little Auks amongst the
sightings off Holland Haven on the
1st. From Frinton on the 5th, one
Great Northern, an impressive
ten Black-throated and 159
Red-throated Loons were logged
as well as a European Shag and
two of both Great Skuas and
Common Murres. Four Great
Skuas were seen off Holland
Haven on the 7th while the peak
Red-throated Loon count, again
from Frinton, took place on the
26th when there were 205, plus
three Great Northern Loons, 197
Great Cormorants, five Blacklegged Kittiwakes and, again, two
Great Skuas,
The River Stour held a Blackthroated and two Great
Northern Loons plus two
Common Eiders, two Common
Greenshanks and a Green

Sandpiper; also, two Water Rails
and 15 Song Thrushes were of
note in the Wrabness reserve on
the 18th. Two Horned Larks
reappeared at The Naze
on the 2nd (remaining
for a few more days)
along with a Black
Redstart and later reports
from there included Merlin,
Purple Sandpiper, and six
Stonechats.  Additional
sightings at Holland
Haven were a Lapland
Longspur on the 4th
the five Pink-footed
Geese remaining
from November, one
Red Kite, two Purple
Sandpipers, a
Short-eared Owl and, on 21st, a
Tundra Swan.
As in last winter, Lapland
Longspurs visited Wigboro Wick
Farm, St Osyth, but on this
occasion only three were located
and they soon moved on. Snow
Buntings returned to the beach at
Jaywick with at least ten recorded
and probably four of these reached
Colne Point on one occasion. Good
wader numbers for the Colne
Estuary included 1,000 Red Knot,
1,000 European Golden Plovers
and 400 Bar-tailed Godwits and
there were also five Ruffs and
single Spotted Redshank and
Green Sandpiper. One Hen
Harrier and 12 Western Marsh
Harriers were seen over the
Geedon Saltings on the 5th—the
same or another Hen Harrier was
at Brightlingsea on the 24th-- and
two Pale-bellied Brants, 15
Common Mergansers and five
Horned Grebes were also
recorded in the estuary during the
month.

Western Osprey
(Simon Cox)

Further Hawfinch
sightings were two
in the Hamford
Water area and six
in Chalkney Woods and there
were several scattered reports
of wintering Eurasian
Blackcaps and Common
Chiffchaffs.  At Twinstead, three
Marsh Tits and a Eurasian
Nuthatch were noted; 100
Fieldfares were at Mount Bures;
100 Chaffinches at Langham; 105
Eurasian Skylarks at Wix; 30
Lesser Redpolls and two Eurasian
Nuthatches in Highwoods
Country Park; six Bramblings at
Alresford, and two Common
Firecrests at Wivenhoe (on
Christmas Day).

January 2018
Four Whooper Swans at Holland
Haven on the 1st was a good start
to the New Year and a Yellowlegged Gull was seen there the
following day at which point the
Jaywick Snow Bunting flock had
risen to 14.
There were five wintering
Common Greenshanks at Mistley
and odd ones elsewhere; also,
several Green Sandpipers and two
Spotted Redshanks were reported.
Purple Sandpipers were present at
The Naze and Holland Haven (two),
the Red Knot flock on the Stour
was estimated at c2,500 and the
Colne Pied Avocet flock at 400.
There was a mini-influx of
Barnacle Geese mid-month with
several reports of up to 36 and

From left to right: Brambling (Ken Hudgell); Bohemian Waxwing (sean nixon); Hawfinch (Keith overall)
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there were two Black Brants and
two pale-bellied Brants in the
Colne Estuary with one of the
latter also in the Stour Brant
flock.  A flock of 78 Greater
White-fronted Geese flew past
Frinton on the 13th. The lagoon at
Stone Point, Walton, attracted 67
Gadwall and up to 16 Common
Mergansers were present at
various sites in the Colchester/
Wivenhoe area.
Two European Shags and four
Horned Grebes were seen at
Wrabness and single Blacknecked and Horned Grebes were
identified at Brightlingsea.
Red-throated Loons were in good
numbers offshore with a
maximum count of 351 and one or
two Black-throated and Great
Northern Loonss were recorded
in the region. Four Northern
Fulmars off Frinton on the 29th
was unusual in January and small
numbers of Black-legged
Kittiwakes were also seen there
on several dates; also, a Sandwich
Tern on the 12th.
Red Kites were noted at several
sites, notably four at Stebbing, and
a harrier roost in Hamford Water
held up to 16 Western Marsh and
four Hen Harriers with one of the
latter species seen at Holland
Haven on the 7th. Peregrine
Falcon sightings included three at
Colne Point on the 22nd. Two
Northern Ravens over Chalkney
Woods may have been the pair
that bred at Markshall last year.
Hawfinches continued to
delight observers with up to four
seen at five scattered locations
during the month. The largest
Brambling flock reported was 13
at Alresford but more impressive
was a gathering of 83 Pied

Wagtails, also three Grey
Wagtails, at Copford. The largest
thrush flocks reported were 100
Fieldfares at Wix and 200
Redwings in Highwoods Country
Park and a Black Redstart
frequented the University of Essex
campus.  A Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker visited a garden in
Halstead as last year and three
Snow Buntings were seen in
Hamford Water on the 31st.

were noted at Wivenhoe and 40
Meadow Pipits at Holland Haven
was a good count for this season.
Three Eurasian Tree Sparrows
were present at Beaumont Quay,
single Hen Harrier and Shorteared Owl were reported at
Beaumont and The Naze,
respectively, and wader sightings
included 15 Ruffs briefly at Colne
Point and a Jack Snipe at
Cattawade.

February 2018

March 2018

Early reports mirrored January
with Horned and Black-necked
Grebe again on the River Colne,
Black Brant at The Naze, Great
Northern Loon and four Horned
Grebes on the River Stour, five
Pink-footed Geese at Holland
Haven, Black Redstart on the
University of Essex campus, 21
Common Mergansers at
Wivenhoe and 13 Snow Buntings
at Jaywick.
New arrivals were five Bohemian
Waxwings at Harwich which
showed on and off from the
7th-11th. Flocks of 50-100
Fieldfares were noted at several
locations, mainly in the north of
the region, though Redwings were
less evident. Bramblings, Eurasian
Siskins and Lesser Redpolls were
recorded at several sites but in
generally small numbers and single
Common (Mealy) Redpolls were
identified in the Bull Meadow
Reserve in Colchester and at
Alresford.  A count of 44
Yellowhammers at Langham was
the largest to be reported.
At The Hythe, a Red Kite was
seen on the 1st, then two Water
Pipits on the 8th and two
Northern Ravens on the 16th.  A
Dartford Warbler, Common
Firecrest and two Hawfinches

There were several reports of
Eurasian Woodcocks early in the
month plus a Jack Snipe in
Colchester Castle Park and four
Grey Wagtails at Copford.
A Ferruginous Duck visited Leez
Reservoir on the 3rd when 37
Little Gulls and 450 Mew Gulls
were offshore at Frinton. Though
impressive by normal standards,
this latter count was dwarfed
when 3,000 Mew Gulls were
estimated at Mistley on the 14th.
Other sightings at this location
included a Whooper Swan which
remained for several days and a
Mandarin Duck. There were also
three of the latter at Boxted and,
on the 18th, two Northern
Fulmars, four Northern Gannets
and 58 Black-legged Kittiwakes
at Frinton.
On the 5th, a Little Auk was
photographed at Harwich and the
long-staying Black Redstart was
seen again at the University of
Essex. Water Pipits were
identified at Wrabness and The
Hythe over the next few days and
thrushes were passing through
with 550 Fieldfares—also 52
Eurasian Skylarks and 250
Common Linnets—at
Wormingford and flocks of
150-200 Redwings at several

From left to right: Lesser Redpoll (steve grimwade); Great Cormorant (Matt Turner); Mandarin Duck (Stuart Anderson)
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From left to right: Rose-ringed Parakeet (Tony Wells); Snow Bunting (Graham Ekins); Northern Pintail (Steve Grimwade)

locations. One individual in
Colchester Castle Park was
considered to be of the Icelandic
race, coburni. Nearby in
Highwoods Country Park, a flock of
Lesser Redpolls contained one
Common Redpoll and a larger
flock of over 70 Lessers at Little
Leighs held several birds thought
to be Common though viewing
was difficult. 50 Common Reed
Buntings and 30 Yellowhammers
were on farmland at
Langham.
At The Naze, the
Black Brant, two
Merlins and two
Short-eared Owls
were present; also, two
European Shags with
these or possibly two more
seen further down the coast
at Frinton and Holland
Haven.  A Hen Harrier was
seen a Kirby-le-Soken on the
13th when an observer at
Holland Haven was surprised to
see one Barn Swallow
hawking
insects along
the seawall,
and at
Frinton a Common Crane flew
north. The following day, two
Sandwich Terns passed Frinton
and the first passage Black
Redstarts and Common
Firecrests appeared. By the
month end, a dozen or more of
the former and some 40 of the
latter had been logged at coastal
sites. Hawfinches were seen at
Colne Point, The Hythe and
Wivenhoe (four including one at
Sunnymead Farm) and finch
passage at Frinton late in the
month involved over 1,000
Common Chaffinches and 150+

Eurasian Siskins.
Other reports included several
Red Kites and Ruffs, up to 250
Red-throated Loons at The
Naze, a Eurasian Spoonbill
at Colne Point (29th), and
White Wagtails from
the 21st, Whimbrels
from the 22nd,
Northern
Wheatears from the
23rd and a single Little Ringed
Plover on the 25th. Common
Chiffchaffs became increasingly
evident as the month progressed.
Two Horned Grebes and a
European Shag were seen at
Wrabness on the 26th.

April 2018
Both Black Redstart and
Common Firecrest continued
to feature during the opening
fortnight with roughly 15
more of each reported.
Similarly, Red Kite sightings
were regular and included
two over Great Holland Pits;
Common Buzzards
are now widespread,
but a count of 15 in
the Brightlingsea area
was notable; an early
Eurasian Hobby at
Weeley on the 6th was
the first of several, and
three Western Ospreys
passed through—at
Colchester on the 3rd,
Rowhedge on the 22nd
and The Naze on the 28th.
A Black Brant was still
present at Brightlingsea on
the 5th, more Northern
Shovelers than usual
frequented the Holland Haven
scrape, maximum 63, and at least
two drake Garganeys were seen
on Walton Hall Marsh. Two

Below left: Alpine
Swift (Simon Cox)
Left: House Martin
(Sean Nixon)

Black-necked Grebes on the sea
off Frinton on the 2nd were
unusual there as were two Rock
Pipits at Langham on the 6th, a
Rose-ringed Parakeet at Halstead
on the 9th, a Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker seen in flight near
Wrabness on the 17th and an
escaped Chiloe Wigeon on
Walton Hall Marsh on the 29th.
Wader passage was largely
unremarkable with a few each of
Little Ringed Plover, Common
and Green Sandpiper, Ruff,
Common Greenshank and
Spotted Redshank recorded, and
Whimbrel passage was steady
including c125 passing Frinton on
the 27th.  A Purple Sandpiper
remained at Holland Haven to the
27th and different Eurasian
Spoonbills (one was colourringed) made brief appearances
there on two dates, probably
another flew over Clacton-on-Sea,
and a Great Egret was seen at
Cattawade on the 13th.
Mediterranean Gulls were
reported on several occasions with
a maximum of 12 at Frinton on
the 4th.
Welcome reports of species in
decline included 67 Corn
Buntings at Colne Point on the
1st, at least 20 singing Common
Nightingales at Fingringhoe Wick
and two European Turtle Doves
back at Wrabness reserve plus
another at Fingringhoe.  A Ring
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From left to right: Tawny Owl (Glen Moore); Water Pipit (Sean Nixon); Eurasian Sparrowhawk (Ken Hudgell); Rock Pipit (David L Smith)

Ouzel at Holland Haven on the
10th was followed by two at The
Naze and this site which has such
tremendous potential had better
coverage than has often been the
case resulting in reports of two
Water Pipits, two Blue-headed
Wagtails, one Pied Flycatcher,
several Common Redstarts, a
count of 17 Northern Wheatears,
and two Hawfinches on two
occasions in the John Weston
Reserve. There were additional
Hawfinch sightings at Wigboro
Wick, St Osyth, four fly-overs at
Frinton and five briefly in a
garden at Point Clear.
Eurasian Siskin passage
continued to be noted at
Frinton with 106 on the 11th
the largest number.
There are indications that Cetti’s

Warblers were badly hit by the
severe late-winter weather but
three were singing at Holland
Haven on the 3rd and there were
two reports of Common
Grasshopper Warblers – at
Holland Haven on the 20th and
Cattawade on the 28th.  A Tree
Pipit paused briefly at Holland
Haven on the 12th whereas a
Common Redpoll lingered along
the seawall by Frinton
golf-course both that

day and the next.  A male
Common Redstart was present at
Holland Haven on the 14th; a
Eurasian Bullfinch was unusual
there these days; the largest count
of Yellow Wagtails was 13;
Northern Fulmars were regularly
seen offshore late in the month,
and an Alpine Swift flew over
Frinton on the 23rd.

Common Nightingale
(Steve Grimwade)

RSPB Rainham Marshes by Howard Vaughan
November 2017
The finch passage of late October
continued apace into midNovember with Common
Chaffinches once again
predominating along with very
good numbers of Lesser Redpolls,
Eurasian Siskins and a few
non-local European Goldfinch.
Brambling were seen on the 3rd
4th and 26th, a Mealy Redpoll on
the 9th and at least three
Bullfinches took up residence in
the woodland. Hawfinches were
still on the move nationally and six
were seen on the 3rd followed by
singles on the 5th, 6th and 8th.
Both Lapland Longspur (3rd) and
Snow Bunting (24th) were seen
albeit briefly and at least three
Common Firecrest began winter
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circuits.  A late Whinchat was seen
on the 10th and 16th and was in
the company of a Black Redstart
on the latter date which then
stayed until the 23rd.  A second
Black Redstart was seen at the
Barges on the 12th.  A few
Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs were
to be found and an elusive
Yellow-browed Warbler was
encountered on the 13th, 15th and
16th. There were even three late
Swallow sightings with singles on
the 2nd, 9th and the 24th.  At least
five Water Pipits were to be found
regularly outside the hides and
were often in the company of
some of the five Ruff wintering.
Eurasian Woodcock were flushed
on three dates and a single
Bar-tailed Godwit on the 15th
was found roosting with the

Black-tailed Godwits. European
Golden Plover and Northern
Lapwing built up and a Ruddy
Turnstone was seen on the 19th.
A Hen Harrier on the 1st was the
first of the year and at least six
Western Marsh Harriers seem to
be wintering while a Red Kite on
the 27th keep up the monthly
trend. The Thames was quiet with
just 12 each of Brant Geese (17th)
and Common Scoter (20th) of
note but two redhead Common
Merganser on Aveley Pool on the
19th proved popular.  A Western
Cattle Egret spent the 2nd moving
between herds and the first and so
far the only Short-eared Owl was
seen on the 13th while the
Northern Ravens are now back
into an almost daily routine.

bird reports
December 2017
It remained pretty dry and
westerly during December but rain
in the last week encouraged duck
and Lapwing numbers to increase.
Up to 180 European Golden
Plover were seen and 26 Pied
Avocet and 1435 Dunlin were
good peak counts. Three wintering
Ruff obliged and 220 Black-tailed
Godwit moved between the
reserve and Barking Bay. Eurasian
Woodcock were noted three
times, but no Jacks were seen
amongst the Common Snipe. The
Thames was quiet with just a
single male Common Goldeneye
(1st), two Brent Geese (10th) and
two Merganser (27th) of note
along with seven Kittiwakes and
three Little Gulls on the
11th.  Another Little Gull was
seen on the 29th and at least three
Caspian Gulls and up to 12
Yellow-legged Gulls were noted.
Egyptian Geese were seen on
several dates and three Ruddy
Shelduck flying through on the
18th were a surprise.  A Eurasian
Bittern was first seen during the
snow on the 10th and made four
more appearances before month
end.  A Short-eared Owl was seen
on the 16th with two on the 28th
and a single on the 30th. Six
Western Marsh Harriers are
wintering along with at least four
Peregrine Falcon and occasional
Merlin sightings while the last Red
Kite of the year was seen on the
13th. Two Northern Ravens have
started to become regular once
again. The woodland has been
productive with two Common
Firecrest and up to three Eurasian
Bullfinch testing the patience of
observers.

Avocet reached a peak of 32 and
five Ruff are wintering but there
were only two Jack Snipe records
and singles of Ruddy Turnstone,
Eurasian Woodcock, Common
and Green Sandpiper. Up to 300
Black-tailed Godwits have been
seen over high tide and four
Sanderling on the 17th were a
surprise. The only new geese were
a single Brant Goose on the 1st,
14th and 18th and a Barnacle
Goose on the 4th and 9th. Six
each of Western Marsh Harrier
and Peregrine Falcon were
hunting the reserve and a Merlin
was seen twice but a single
Short-eared Owl was only seen
on the 1st and 2nd. Red Kites
were noted on the 17th and 25th
and the Northern Raven dropped
in occasionally. Up to five Eurasian
Bullfinches and two Common
Firecrests continued to attract
visitors to the woodland and four
Water Pipits could be found
amongst the commoner Rock
Pipits and Meadow Pipits while a
Hawfinch with Redwings on the
2nd was a nice early year bonus.

February 2018
February carried on where January
left off and it was a quiet month
with little incoming in the
predominate westerly airflow.
Black-tailed Godwits peaked at

312 and Pied Avocet at new high
of 37. The first Eurasian
Oystercatchers were back piping
on the 20th and three Ruddy
Turnstone were roosting on the
Barges on the 25th. Snipe numbers
were low but single Jack Snipe
were noted on the 14th and 28th.
Gull watching produced a few
Yellow-legs, Mediterranean
(17th) and Caspian’s on the 12th,
26th and 27th while the juvenile
Iceland Gull was noted again on
the 10th and 12th.  A male
Common Goldeneye (7th) was
the only notable winter duck.  At
least five Western Marsh
Harriers were on site and the
Merlin was seen again on the 16th
while our third Red Kite of the
year was seen on the 22nd as it
cruised over the car park. The
Eurasian Bullfinches and
Common Firecrest remained in
the woodland and there were
sporadic Bearded Reedling
sightings.  A Black Redstart was
seen briefly on the 12th.

March 2018
With two cold spells in March it
was not surprising that the birds
had a more wintery feel with the
intense cold of the 2nd pushing
waders up river resulting in
unseasonal Red Knot and
Bar-tailed Godwits along with at

January 2018
2018 started off fairly well with a
steady increase in Eurasian
Wigeon and Northern Lapwing.
There was a huge movement of
Black-headed Gull on the 3rd
with at least 10,000 up river but
there was nothing caught up with
them. Several Caspian and
Yellow-legged Gulls were noted
during the month with a first
winter Iceland Gull on the 4th
and 26th and Mediterranean
Gulls on the 20th and 26th. Pied

Eurasian Stonechat (David Hale)
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Above left: Eurasian Collared Dove (Peter Heath) Above right: Grey Heron (Peter Heath)

least eight Jack Snipe and a
smattering of European Golden
and Grey Plovers. Similar weather
on the 18th gave the same count
of Jacks and other singles were
seen during the month.  A Spotted
Redshank arrived on the 23rd and
the first Whimbrel was seen on
the 30th while Northern
Lapwings were trying to incubate!
Single Brant (4th) and Pinkfooted Geese were seen (5th) and
three Greater White-fronts on
the 18th were followed by 25
heading high and east on the 26th.
Four Common Scoter on the 25th
were the first of the year and the
adult Eurasian Spoonbill on the
12th tried to kid us that it was
spring. The Eurasian Bittern was
seen on five widely separated
dates and a Great Egret took up
residence from the 28th. There was
plenty of gull action with ten
Little Gulls on the 5th and six
more on the 17th along with
several Mediterraneans and three
sightings of a juvenile Iceland
Gull. There were a couple of
Caspian Gull sightings, but it was
the unprecedented passage east of
128 Black-legged Kittiwakes on
the 13th that surprised everybody.
Thirty more were seen on the 16th
and a single on the 25th. To cap off
all this action an adult Ring-billed
Gull was seen briefly on the 23rd.
Two Sandwich Terns were early
(and in a snow storm) on the 17th
with a single on the 26th. There
were still plenty of wintering duck
around including an interesting
female Eurasian Wigeon and a
female Garganey was seen on the
30th. Western Marsh Harriers
were putting on a great show and
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Red Kites were noted on five
days.  A female Merlin was seen on
the 3rd and an Western Osprey
west on the 29th was a pleasant
surprise.  A Short-eared Owl
reappeared on the 13th and up to
three made occasional visits into
April. Migrants were hard to come
by and after two Northern
Wheatears on the 16th we had to
wait till the 25th for another.  A
Little Ringed Plover was heard on
the 16th and seen on the 24th.

April 2018
The Great Egret from late Marsh
continued into April and strutted
around until the 15th and a great
accompaniment to the first proper
spring arrivals.  A Black-necked
Grebe spent six days from the
12th on the pools and was the first
to stay more than a day while Ring
Ouzels put on a great showing
with 11 seen over four dates
including a record five on the 19th.
The 14th saw the arrival of the first
of four Common Grasshopper
Warblers as well as Hobby and a
Hawfinch and the two Tree Pipits
that day followed two on the 12th
and another on the 26th. Yellow
Wagtails were in short supply and
Northern Wheatears dribbled
through apart from the 28th when
19 were seen. Whinchats were
caught up in the end move with
five from the 24th.  A Common
Redstart was seen on the 17th
and a Red-rumped Swallow
briefly on the 26th was a most
welcome addition to three site
lists and was part of the first
proper hirundine push of the year.
The first Common Swift arrived
the day before.  Arctic and

Sandwich Terns were seen on
several dates with the usual
numbers of Commons Terns and
Mediterranean Gulls were
moving back into the Thames with
regular sightings of adults in pairs
loafing up and down. Three
Iceland Gulls on the 14th
included the 2cyr bird seen all
winter and it was still around as we
headed into May. Two Parasitic
Jaegers on the 8th were the first
for several years. Caspian Tern,
Little Tern (7th) and several
Black-legged Kittiwakes
(including ten on the gloomy 9th)
were noted and the latter date
also saw a record 42 Common
Scoter on the river along with a
pair of Common Merganser.
Seven more Common Scoter
were noted on the 14th. There was
a good assortment of waders to be
seen with Jack Snipe till the 15th,
up to 12 Ruff, Spotted Redshank,
Whimbrel from the 6th with 19
on the 28th and seven Bar-tailed
Godwit and 21 Grey Plover
(11th). Common Redshank and
Northern Lapwing numbers
already suggest an increase in
breeding pairs. Double Red Kites
were seen on the 21st and 25th
and two pair of Western Marsh
Harriers are looking settled. There
was the traditional spring
Common Buzzard movement
with a peak count of 35 north on
the 14th.  After basically no
Short-eared Owls all winter it
was odd to still have them all
month and into May...  A European
Turtle Dove was seen on the 29th
and at least four male Common
Cuckoos are patrolling the marsh.

bird reports

Southend Area by Paul Baker
November 2017
There was an obvious influx of
Clouded Yellows across the area
from the 2nd to the 5th with up to
four seen at several sites.  A
Brambling dropped in briefly to
feed with Common Chaffinches
in Gunners Park on the 2nd.  A
seawatch from Gunners Park the
next day produced a female
Common Eider which lingered
until the 9th and a Short-eared
Owl which tried unsuccessfully to
cross the Thames from Kent but
was thwarted by repeated
mobbing by gulls. The family party
of four Egyptian Geese visited
Gunners Park on the 4th and
8th.  A wintering flock of 100
Common Chaffinches at Bowers
Marsh pulled in the first of three
Bramblings on the 4th with at
least one remaining into 2018.
Canvey Point was the place to be
on the 5th when the unusual array
of species present included a
Razorbill, a Rose-ringed
Parakeet, a White Wagtail, and a
Black Redstart, the first of the
year.  Adding further to the
excitement of the 5th was the
discovery of a Marsh Tit in private
woodland near Canewdon, and a
Firecrest in a Canewdon garden.
The second Black Redstart of the
year closely followed the first
when a female was found at South
Fambridge on the 6th, the same
day that two Little Stints were
reported at Vange Marsh.
Common Merganser are less than
annual in the area so news and
video of a redhead on the lake in
Gunners Park on the 6th caused
much excitement, although its
stay was all too brief and it soon
departed. Their congener, the
Red-breasted Merganser, is
becoming increasingly scarce
around the tidal waterways now so
three off Canvey Point on the 8th
were notable.  Wallasea hosted a
Short-eared Owl on the 10th and
a Merlin on the 10th and 11th
only.  A Little Stint was noted at
Bowers Marsh on the 11th where
unusually it chose to overwinter,
being seen through into 2018.  A
redhead Common Merganser at

Canvey Point on the 12th may
well have been the Gunners Park
individual. Two Hawfinch dropped
in briefly to Coombe Wood on the
12th but the invasion which other
areas were enjoying was still yet to
materialise in our area with no
further records this month.  A Red
Kite was watched drifting over
Coombe Wood to Bowers Marsh
on the 13th. There were now four
Red-breasted Mergansers
stationed off Canvey Point on the
14th whilst a European Shag was
favouring the Pier on the 15th.  An
influx of scoter into the Thames on
the 16th saw an impressive 110
Common Scoter and two Velvet
Scoter off Canvey Point. There was
an unconfirmed report of a
Eurasian Bittern at Wat Tyler CP
on the 17th whilst at adjacent
Bowers Marsh a pair of Egyptian
Geese could be found.  A redhead
Common Merganser, potentially
the same as the Thames bird, took
up station on the Crouch at
Hullbridge from the 17th through
to early December where it
afforded very close views
swimming among the Mute Swan
herd there. Hen Harriers were
very scarce this winter and along
with Short-eared Owl were seen
on Wallasea only twice this month
and once in December with the
18th being one of the dates that
the Hen Harrier was seen.  A
Common Sandpiper at Hullbridge
on the 19th was an interesting
record although it was not seen
subsequently. The two Barnacle
Geese which flew onto Paglesham
Lagoon on the 23rd were probably
the feral duo which has been
around the Roach for several
months.  A Black-throated Loon
was a good find off Gunners Park
on 24th particularly as it showed
well in flat calm conditions. There
was some evidence of Shorteared Owl passage in the final
week of the month with singles at
South Fambridge on the 24th,
Benfleet on the 26th, and Two Tree
Island on the 29th. The Hen
Harrier put in its second and last
appearance of the month on
Wallasea on the 26th.

Encouragingly, Coal Tits were
reported from six gardens in the
last half of the month ranging
from Thundersley to Hockley and
Rayleigh.  A seawatch from Canvey
Point on the 29th produced 85
Northern Gannets, a Pomarine
Jaeger, and last week’s Blackthroated Loon which went on to
overwinter on the Thames.

December 2017
The month started well with a
seawatch from Canvey Point
where a record 140 Redthroated Loons were counted
along with the year’s only Little
Auk, and singles of Common
Eider, Common Murre,
Razorbill, and Great Skua. On
the 3rd, European Shags were
seen at Hullbridge and the Pier
whilst Eurasian Woodcock were
noted at Canvey Wick and Bowers
Marsh.  Also, on the 3rd a
Eurasian Bullfinch was reported
from its former stronghold at
Magnolia NR. The Blackthroated Loon was again
offshore from Gunners Park on
the 4th when the pair of
Egyptian Geese were favouring
the Wat Tyler CP scrape. The
Common Merganser at
Hullbridge was reported for the
last time on the 6th and a single
Hawfinch was seen in Pound
Wood on the 8th.  Another
Canvey seawatch on the 11th
produced two European Shags,
nine Great Skuas, three Little
Gulls, and 40 Black-legged
Kittiwakes.  Wallasea hosted a
Short-eared Owl and Merlin on
the 12th with the Merlin putting
in another appearance on the
19th. Following a recent and rapid
increase in records, a Great Egret
over Bowers Marsh on the 14th
was surprisingly the first of the
year.  A Great Northern Loon
was reported off Canvey Point on
the 14th and again on the 20th
and 24th. Three Hawfinch were
found in Pound Wood on the 16th
but still eluded all but the finder.
In the adjacent Tile Wood, two
Eurasian Nuthatches were
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found the same day with another
confiding Eurasian Nuthatch
showing regularly in Pound Wood
from the 18th through to 2018.  A
Horned Grebe reported from the
Pier on the 20th was surprisingly
the first record of the year.  A flock
of 16 Lesser Redpolls settled
briefly on Two Tree Island on the
21st. The only Eurasian Blackcap
of the month visited a South
Benfleet garden on the 23rd.
Yellowhammers continue to
decline locally with a flock of 11 at
Lower Raypits on the 26th one of
the highest counts this year. The
Black-throated Loon was noted
off Canvey Point again on the
30th, the same day that a Pygmy
Shrew was found sheltering under
a reptile mat on Canvey Wick. The
year ended with a flourish with
Horned Grebe, four Common
Murres, a Razorbill and two
Merlins seen from Canvey Point,
and Great Egret, Hen Harrier,
and a (or the) redhead Common
Merganser at Wallasea on the
31st.
In summary there were 215
species reliably reported this year
which represents an average year
and matching last year’s total
exactly which is surprising
considering both passage periods
felt relatively slow. Highlights
included Black-winged Stilts,
Temminck’s Stints, and Cory’s
Shearwater although only the
Stilts were widely available. The
same can be said of the Lesser
White-fronted Goose, a first for
the area, and a clear contender for
bird of the decade had it lingered
for any more than twenty minutes
on Wallasea. Therefore, given that
most local birders were able to
connect with it, and there has not
been a local record for over
twenty-five years, the bird of the
year was arguably the Marsh Tit in
Hockley.
January 2018
The year kicked off with a
Common Firecrest in Belfairs on
the 1st which was disappointingly
the only record in the whole area
this winter. More obligingly a
female Brambling was found at
Bowers Marsh on the 1st where it
remained with the finch flock
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Red Knot (David Hale)

feeding on the sunflower heads
through to mid-February whilst
another visited a garden in
Ashingdon briefly on the 2nd.
Nearby on the lagoon a Little Stint
overwintered from the 2nd through
to mid-March.  A Long-eared Owl
could be seen at dusk in the
south-west from the 1st to the
10th. The Thames estuary held
three Great Skuas and a Great
Northern Loon on the 1st with the
Great Skuas remaining until the
6th.  A pair of Eurasian Blackcaps
survived on Rayleigh Mount during
the early part of the month.  A
single Hawfinch around Pound
Wood teased everyone by being
extremely elusive and mobile from
the 2nd to the 11th.  Wallasea
Island on the 5th produced two
Greater White-fronted Geese,
two Barnacle Geese, and
worryingly the only Hen Harrier
sighting of the month, a ringtail.  A
report of a Horned Grebe near
Brandy Hole was followed up on
the 5th when it was successfully
found frequenting the Crouch
upriver of South Fambridge where
it continued its stay through to the
end of the month.  A Eurasian
Penduline Tit was apparently
photographed on private land near
Bowers Marsh on the 5th.
Seawatching from Canvey on the
8th was productive with a Horned
Grebe, a pair of Common Eider
(which proved to be the only ones
of the first-winter period), a Little
Gull, 20 Black-legged Kittiwakes,
20 Red-throated Loons, a

Black-throated Loon, a Razorbill
and a Common Murre.  A small
flock of potentially wild Barnacle
Geese dropped in to West Canvey
Marsh on the 9th; their number
increased to ten over the next few
days and they often commuted to
nearby Bowers Marsh but departed
after the 12th.  A male Eurasian
Blackcap visited a Thundersley
garden on the 12th. The Hawfinch
invasion finally arrived for many on
the 13th when five Hawfinches
arrived at a pre-roost gathering in
Pound Wood. The flock had
increased to seven there the
following day with three remaining
through to early April along with a
handful of Lesser Redpolls and one
or two Eurasian Siskins.  Whilst
South Fambridge continued to host
the Horned Grebe, a European
Shag provided a welcome
distraction. It was colour-ringed in
the nest on the Isle of May in June
2016 and had previously wintered
along the Crouch last year and
remained on the Crouch until at
least the end of January. Two
Whooper Swans were an excellent
find along the Roach on the 14th;
they were clearly newly arrived, and
were initially very wary and as a
consequence, very mobile before
they settled down on Wallasea on
the 18th for four weeks. Mirroring
the paucity of Hen Harrier records
this winter, Short-eared Owls
were also unusually scarce this
month with a single on Wallasea on
just two dates, 14th and 19th, and
another at South Fambridge on the
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20th. The only Common
Chiffchaff of the month was in
Friars Park on the 14th. The redhead
Common Merganser which was
wintering along the Crouch settled
onto one of the lagoons on
Wallasea on the 18th where it
remained loyal to the general area
through to mid-February.  A Red
Admiral flying around a Leigh
garden was not unsurprisingly the
only butterfly seen this
month.  Another good local find
was a wintering Red-necked Grebe
on the 19th along the Crouch
opposite Bridgemarsh Island; it
continued to be seen until 8th
February.  Almost as scarce in
recent winters was the redhead
Red-breasted Merganser also
seen there on the 19th and
20th.  Wallasea proved attractive to
geese over the next few days with
an adult male Black Brant from the
21st through to mid-March, and
the two Greater White-fronted
Geese along with a Pink-footed
Goose which took up residency
from the 22nd until late March. Red
Kites were seen over Ashingdon on
the 22nd and Hadleigh Marshes on
the 25th.  Another wintering
Eurasian Blackcap was favouring a
Hockley garden on the 27th.

February 2018
The duo of Greater White-fronted
Geese on Wallasea was joined by
another pair on the 2nd with all
four remaining through to late
March.  A ringtail Hen Harrier was
seen on Wallasea on the 3rd and
5th, visiting Barling on the former
date. The first of a handful of Water
Pipits was found on the 3rd along
the Roach near Barling. The Thames
estuary held 25 Common Murre
and four Razorbills on the 3rd and
all three Loon species on the 4th.
The first of four Eurasian
Blackcaps this month was in a
South Benfleet garden on the 4th
where it was briefly joined by a
second bird. Other singles visited
gardens in Rochford and Rayleigh.
The flock of Barnacle Geese
returned to Bowers Marsh on the
8th where ten resided through to
the 24th, occasionally visiting West
Canvey Marsh.  A Water Pipit
frequented Bowers Marsh from the
8th and a Jack Snipe was at Vange
Marsh from the 9th until early April.

One of the highlights of the winter
was the discovery of a flock of 11
Horned Larks on Wallasea on the
10th. They were often elusive and
difficult to find among the myriad of
creeks and pools but they remained
on site until the 23rd and were the
biggest ever flock in the recording
area. Small groups of six and four
Eurasian Siskins passed over
Rochford golf course on the 11th
and 18th and were surprisingly the
only records this month.  A male
Hen Harrier on Wallasea on the
11th was a welcome sight; although
it would often go missing for long
periods it lingered on the island until
mid-April. Water Pipits arrived at
Vange Marsh from the 13th with a
single there initially, increasing to
two from the 17th and then three in
early April. Only the second
Common Chiffchaff of the winter
was braving the cold in a Rochford
garden on the 14th and a Red
Admiral on Wallasea the next day
must have been feeling equally
hardy or foolish.  A Horned Grebe
was off the Pier on the 15th and was
possibly the same as that off Canvey
last month.  A single Brambling was
at Wakering Stairs on the 16th and a
Rose-ringed Parakeet visited Wat
Tyler CP. It was pleasing to report
two Eurasian Nuthatches in
Hockley Woods on the 17th - after a
single last October and again last
month, there remains hope that
they may recolonise this former
stronghold. Both the ringtail and
male Hen Harrier were seen on
Wallasea on the 22nd where a
female Merlin was also now
showing daily.  A Horned Grebe
dropped in briefly on the lagoon at
Bowers Marsh on the 24th but did
not linger. Pound Wood continued to
hold one or two Hawfinches and a
Eurasian Nuthatch as well as a
Brambling on the 24th. The first
Adder braved the weather on
Hadleigh Downs on the 24th.  A
Short-eared Owl on Wallasea on
the 26th was the only record this
month although an escaped Bengal
Eagle Owl in Leigh the same day
would have been quite a sight.
During the heavy snow came news,
swiftly followed by a photograph, of
a European Serin visiting a back
garden near Gunners Park on the
27th and 28th.

March 2018
A Common Merganser and a
Great Skua were reported from
Canvey seafront on the 1st which
saw the start of a weather induced
movement of Eurasian Woodcock
across the area. There was an initial
wave from the 1st to the 6th with
nine birds turning up in unusual
locations, often gardens.  A second
movement occurred from the 21st
to the 23rd when a further ten
displaced birds were seen. Little
Gulls were also affected by the
conditions resulting in a total of
20 birds passing through the
estuary between the 2nd and 4th.
An adult Iceland Gull was claimed
at Bowers Marsh on the 7th.
Continuing the gull theme, the
rarest bird of the period was a
second-winter Franklin’s Gull
which flew east past the Pier on
the 9th.  A Bohemian Waxwing
was photographed in Shoebury the
same day but also evaded all but
the finder. The first of six Red Kites
this month was over Bowers Marsh
on the 10th.  A first-winter
Caspian Gull roosting on the
boom at Shoebury East Beach on
the 10th was an excellent find
locally. Between the 10th and 12th
the European Serin showed
briefly in Gunners Park allowing
those with time and patience to
connect.  A pair of Greater Scaup
visited Wallasea on the 13th where
the drake remained until the 22nd.
Two Sandwich Terns off Canvey
on the 17th were particularly early
given the prevailing weather.  Also
off Canvey there was a second,
smaller passage of Little Gulls
from the 17th to the 19th with
seven birds in the estuary. Both the
ringtail and adult male Hen
Harrier were seen on Wallasea on
the 20th where the Merlin also
continued its stay.  A return

Common Gull (David Hale)
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passage of Short-eared Owls was
noted from the 20th onwards with
two birds on Wallasea through to
the end of the month and one or
two at Canvey Point, Two Tree
Island, and Paglesham in the final
week. The European Serin
reappeared in the private garden
near Gunners Park on the 20th
through to the 23rd. On the 21st
Wallasea hosted a Barnacle
Goose with the four Greater
White-fronted Geese and the
Pink-footed Goose all for the
final time along with a Redbreasted Merganser and three
Barn Owls.  A Black Redstart in
paddocks along the Roach on the
21st was a good spring record
when Common Chiffchaffs
began arriving back in force with
up to ten together at nine sites.
There was another Horned Grebe
sighting on the 22nd, this time
from a boat on the Roach.  After an
unexpected record of a Marsh Tit
in private woodland near
Canewdon last October, the bird
surprised everyone when it was
seen again on the 22nd.
Permission was obtained to enter
the wood where the bird was seen
daily through to the 7th April.
Lesser Redpolls were clearly on
the move from the 23rd onwards
with groups of up to nine passing
through in the last week at Canvey
Wick, Hadleigh Downs, and Pound
Wood. The Canvey Wick flock also
held between one and five
Common Redpolls throughout.
Bizarrely we experienced a small
passage of Rose-ringed Parakeets
from the 24th to the 26th with
singles seen at Canewdon, Canvey,
Gunners Park, Rochford, and
Westcliff all in a three-day window
and involving more than one bird.
Eurasian Siskins were also on the
move from the 25th onwards with
up to seven seen at eight sites
through to the end of the month.
Similarly Bramblings also passed
through, albeit in smaller numbers,
with up to five at two locations.  A
Common Firecrest was a good
find in Gunners Park on the 25th
and 26th.  A Jack Snipe was seen
to fly out across the Thames at
Canvey on the 25th. Quite
unbelievably a male European
Serin, different to the Gunners
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Park individual, visited feeders in a
Canewdon garden on the 26th. Two
Great Northern Loons were
present on the 27th including one
in full summer plumage.  A
Bohemian Waxwing was reported
from Prittlewell on the 27th.  A
Eurasian Spoonbill flew upriver
past Gunners Park on the 29th and
was likely the bird that arrived at
Cliffe Pools later that day.  A Great
Egret was seen distantly from
Paglesham on Potton on the 29th
and 31st. The first Northern
Wheatear was predictably in
Gunners Park on the rather late
date of the 31st when three
Red-breasted Mergansers were
on the Roach and a Common
Firecrest was found in Pound
Wood. Brimstone, Small
Tortoiseshell, and Peacock
butterflies were all seen from the
21st onwards.

April 2018
Seven Grey Partridges were seen
at Wakering Stairs on the 1st with
two still there on the 13th and
another at Fleet Head on the 6th
indicating a recent release rather
than a revival in fortunes. The
Bohemian Waxwing in Prittlewell
was reported again on the 3rd.
Yellow Wagtails arrived back on
Wallasea and Lower Raypits on the
7th.  A Black Redstart in an inland
suburban garden in Leigh on the
8th was a remarkable record and
two Water Voles were particularly
showy on Wallasea from the 8th to
the 16th whilst nearby the three
Red-breasted Mergansers on the

Pied Avocet (David Hale)

Roach were seen daily through to
the 9th. The Prittlewell Bohemian
Waxwing was finally pinned down
on the 9th and remained faithful
to some roadside berries through
to the 12th and was one of the last
ones in the country this winter.
The first of nine Red Kites this
month were birds over Canvey
Wick and Thundersley on the 10th.
Finch passage picked up noticeably
mid-month with Bramblings
peaking at six in Canewdon on the
10th, Eurasian Siskins peaking at
19 in Ashingdon on the 11th, and
Lesser Redpolls peaking at seven
on Canvey Wick on the 12th. The
male Hen Harrier on Wallasea was
seen for the last time on the 11th
when there was still an impressive
flock of 90 Fieldfare in Wakering,
contrasting with a high of just four
Redwings at Lower Raypits on the
13th.  A pair of Little Ringed
Plovers made it back to Wallasea
on the relatively early date of the
11th where they stayed for the
rest of the month. The wintering
Merlin was seen there for the final
time on the 12th.  A Common
Firecrest was seen in central
Southend on the 13th when one
of last month’s Rose-ringed
Parakeets was seen again on
Canvey. Cuckoos arrived back
from the 13th with a widespread
arrival at eleven sites by month
end. Common Tern struggled back
on the 14th with a single at Wat
Tyler CP.  A displaced Hawfinch at
Bowers Marsh on the 15th was
unexpected.  An Arctic Tern was
resting up on Wallasea on the 17th
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and Common Nightingales
returned to three sites from the
18th, peaking at six at Canvey
Wick.  A Eurasian Stone-Curlew
was heard flying over a Rochford
garden in the dark on the 19th
heading north.  A fine drake
Garganey was on the lagoon at
Bowers Marsh on the 20th and 21st
where a Common Grasshopper
Warbler was also seen and
heard.  A further three Common
Grasshopper Warblers were at
Canvey Wick on the 21st with a
single at Wakering Stairs the next

day although all six fell quiet after
the 22nd.  A stunning Blacknecked Grebe was at Bowers
Marsh from the 21st to the 23rd
where three Little Ringed
Plovers could also be found.
Common Swifts returned on the
22nd by which time all the
hirundines and common warblers
had returned.  A smart male
Whinchat in Gunners Park on the
23rd was an excellent spring
record and four Northern
Wheatears were also present.  A
Long-eared Owl was seen again

the south-west at a day roost from
the 26th until early May. The first
Eurasian Hobby, the only one of
the month, was over Gunners Park
on the 27th when a flock of 18
Arctic Terns passed Canvey with a
further 22 there two days later. It
was good to hear European Turtle
Doves back at Canewdon and
Wakering Stairs on the 29th with a
Ring Ouzel also seen at the latter
site on the 29th. Finally, a drake
Garganey was deserved reward for
braving the wind and the rain at
Lower Raypits on the 30th.

Wat Tyler and Vange Marshes
by Andrew Cox & Southend RSPB website (Graham Mee)
November 2017
The Cattle Egret was still to be
seen at Wat Tyler on the 1st, with
30 Common Chaffinches also
there. Vange held 100-plus
Eurasian Wigeon, 20 Gadwall, 30
Eurasian Teal, 10 Northern
Shoveler, 220 Northern Lapwings,
28 Black-tailed Godwits, two
Common Greenshanks, two
Green Sandpipers and singles of
Spotted Redshank, Ruff and
Common Sandpiper. Western
Marsh Harrier and European
Stonechat were seen.
Four Common Reed Buntings
were at Vange on the 3rd; notable
on the 6th were 15 Common
Snipe, a Spotted Redshank, two
Little Stints, a Common
Kingfisher and a male Western
Marsh Harrier.
Two male Western Marsh
Harriers could be seen on the 10th
(still at Vange); other records
included a Northern Pintail, two
Ruffs, four Dunlins, two Common
Greenshanks, eight Curlews and
46 Black-tailed Godwits. Wigeon
numbered 225 on the 13th, with six
Dunlin and a Stonechat noted.
Back at Wat Tyler, a Bittern was
reported on the 17th, as were five
Marsh Harriers.
A female Marsh Harrier at Vange
on the 25th was in addition to 20
Black-tailed Godwits, 13 Dunlin, a
pair of Pintails and a Stonechat.
Two Marsh Harriers (adult male
and immature) could be seen from

Wat Tyler’s hide.  Also, around the
park generally were Peregrine,
Sparrowhawk, two Kestrels, 20
Black-tailed Godwits, 13
Common Redshanks, five
Eurasian Curlews, and four Dunlin.
Back at Vange on the 27th there
were 230 Eurasian Wigeon,
41Gadwall, 27 Northern
Shoveler, ten Dunlin, seven
Common Snipe, 70 Black-tailed
Godwits, two Grey Plovers,
200-plus Northern Lapwings and
the female Western Marsh
Harrier.

December 2017
A selection of waders at Vange on
the 2nd comprised 22 Common
Snipe, 42 Dunlin, 50 Black-tailed
Godwits, 250-plus Northern
Lapwings, a Ruff and a Pied
Avocet.  A female Western Marsh
Harrier was seen at Wat Tyler.
Peregrine Falcon and Water Rail
were at Wat Tyler next day, with
Water Rail and female Western
Marsh Harrier on the 7th.
Two Western Marsh Harriers
(including a male) appeared at
Vange on the 12th, when other
records included 200-plus Eurasian
Wigeon, 40 Eurasian Teal, 18
Northern Shoveler, four Common
Redshanks, a Spotted Redshank
and two Green Sandpipers.  Wat
Tyler on this date held Peregrine
Falcon, six Northern Shoveler and
ten Stock Doves.
Reports from Vange on the 22nd

included 30 Gadwall, two
Northern Pintails, two Common
Snipe, 45 Black-tailed Godwits,
four Pied Avocets, four Green
Sandpipers and one each of Ruff,
Common Ringed Plover and
Grey Plover. Next day male and
female Western Marsh Harriers
were seen at Wat Tyler.
Three Western Marsh Harriers
at Wat Tyler on the 29th
comprised an adult male and
immature from the hide/fleet and
an adult female from the marina/
creek. Other records included a
Common Buzzard feeding on the
scrape, at least 500 Northern
Lapwings, flushed from Vange
Wick, 19 Black-tailed Godwits, a
Common Greenshank,
European Green Woodpecker
and two Water Rails. Two
Bearded Reedlings were
reported earlier in the day.

January 2018
Most reports came from Vange
Marsh in the first half of the
month, with up to 300 Eurasian
Wigeon regularly present, being
joined by 36 Greylag Geese on
the 4th and 27 Northern
Shoveler on the 13th. Seven
Mute Swans were here all
month.  At least 50 Northern
Lapwings and two Common
Snipe could be seen on the 1st,
with single Pied Avocet and 28
Black-tailed Godwits on the 4th,
when four Western Marsh
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Harriers were noted. Two
Common Redshanks were here
on the 8th, a Jack Snipe on the
10th and two Great Crested
Grebes on the 13th. The few
reports from Wat Tyler comprised
a Western Marsh Harrier and
four Common Snipe on the 1st,
three Water Rails on the 2nd;
and a Common Greenshank on
the 4th.
Further reports from Wat Tyler
came on the 14th, with two
Western Marsh Harriers, a
Common Buzzard and a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk being in addition to
unspecified numbers of Common
Pochard, Tufted Duck and
Gadwall.
Two male Western Marsh
Harriers at Vange on the 17th
were joined by Common Buzzard,
Common Kestrel, four Common
Shelduck, 29 Northern Shoveler
and 14 Black-tailed Godwits. Two
days later there were six Common
Shelduck, two Common
Redshanks and a Pied Avocet.
Black-tailed Godwits had
increased to 32.
Common Redshanks had
increased to six on the 23rd, with
360 Eurasian Wigeon counted.
The last day of the month at Vange
brought eight Eurasian Curlews,
three Common Snipe, two
Western Marsh Harriers (male
and immature) and a pair of
European Stonechats.
Two days earlier, Wat Tyler held
two male Western Marsh
Harriers, Peregrine Falcon,
Common Kestrel, eight Gadwall,
a Water Rail, 150 Northern
Lapwing, 50 Stock Doves, 1000
Common Starlings, six European
Goldfinches and a pair of
Bearded Reedlings.

February 2018
A Glossy Ibis, reported from
Wat Tyler on the 1st, may
have been the individual which
has been frequenting the area for
several years. If so, this was it’s first
appearance for some time. Next
day at Vange, there were 250
Eurasian Wigeon, 30-plus
Northern Shoveler, two
Common Pochard, two Common
Snipe, a Green Sandpiper and
three Little Grebes. Birds of prey
included a Common Kestrel and
two Western Marsh Harriers
(adult male and immature).
Western Marsh Harrier,
Common Buzzard and Peregrine
Falcon were all noted from Wat
Tyler on the 3rd.
Male and female Western
Marsh Harriers could be seen at
Vange on the 6th when other
records included nine Black-tailed
Godwits, six Common
Redshanks and a Common
Kingfisher.  A Jack Snipe was here
on the 9th.
Wildfowl at Wat Tyler on the
11th included seven Eurasian Teal,
eight Northern Shoveler and six
Common Pochard; with three
Little Grebes, a European Green
Woodpecker, 150-plus Northern
Lapwings and a Eurasian
Woodcock also present. Thirty
European Golden Plovers were
also reported, a notable record for
this site.
The adult male and female
Western Marsh Harriers were
present again at Vange on the
16th; along with the immature
they featured here (& at Wat Tyler)
for the remainder of the month.
Other records on the 16th
included 13 Black-tailed Godwits
(feeding on the seawall), a Water

Eurasian Blackcap
(David Hale)

Rail, Common Kingfisher (a very
brightly coloured individual), four
Cetti’s Warblers, two Eurasian
Stonechats (pair), at least two
Bearded Reedlings (calling
unseen from the western reedbed)
and three Common Reed
Buntings.
Four Bearded Reedlings were
reported next day, as were the
Jack Snipe, four Common Snipe
and two Water Pipits.
A Horned Grebe was in the
Marina creek, Wat Tyler, on the
24th, relocating to the scrape a
little later. Records on the 25th
from here comprised two Water
Rails, 15 Black-tailed Godwits,
23 Common Pochards, ten
Northern Shovelers, a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk and a Peregrine
Falcon. This last was seen carrying
a large prey item, gradually
descending until it landed on the
ground somewhere over on
Bowers Marsh.

March 2018
Three Western Marsh Harriers at
Vange on the 3rd comprised an
adult male and female; and an
immature, with two males and a
female being reported two days
later. This suggests at least four
present in the area. They continued
to be reported on and off all
month.
Also seen on the 3rd were two
Little Grebes, Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, Common Kestrel,
300-plus Eurasian Wigeon, 20

From left to right: Common Kingfisher (Graham Ekins); Whooper Swan (Steve Grimwade); Common Starling (David Hale)
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Eurasian Teal, two Water Rails, at
least nine Common Snipe, 25
Black-tailed Godwits; and singles
of Green Sandpiper and Grey
Plover.  An adult Mediterranean
Gull flew over, at least three
Bearded Reedlings were heard
and two Common Reed Buntings
noted. One each of Jack Snipe and
Common Greenshank appeared
on the 5th.
Six Pied Avocets and two Water
Rails were at Wat Tyler on the 9th,
with a Yellow-legged Gull here on
the 17th. Eurasian Teal numbered
20 at Vange on the 15th, with two
Common Shelducks also noted.
Black-tailed Godwits at Vange
had increased to at least 100 on
the 19th. Other waders included
ten Pied Avocets, two Green
Sandpipers and a Common
Greenshank. Four Fieldfares and
a Eurasian Stonechat were also
here. On the 23rd 11 Common
Snipe and 12 Northern Shovelers
were counted.
More wildfowl on the 27th
comprised 27 Northern
Shovelers, six Common Pochard
and four Tufted Ducks.  Waders
included two Spotted Redshanks
and a Jack Snipe; with a Water
Pipit and six Bearded Reedlings
being reported on the 29th.
Next day, eight calling Water
Rails was a good number for
Vange. Other species noted- 12
Common Snipe, two Water
Pipits and again, six Bearded
Reedlings.
On the last day of the month
Wat Tyler held 20 Common
Pochards, two Great Crested
Grebes and four Little Grebes.
Round at Vange two Great
Crested Grebes could also be
seen, as could 18-plus Common
Snipe and a Common
Greenshank. Black-tailed
Godwit numbers had climbed to
around 500.

April 2018
Waders present at Vange early in
the month included 300 Blacktailed Godwits on the 3rd, along
with 12 Common Snipe and two
Jack Snipe.  Among the wildfowl
were 20 Eurasian Wigeon and 28
Northern Shoveler.  A male
Western Marsh Harrier was one
of four (two male, a female and an

immature) regularly reported all
month.
On the evening of the 5th there
were four Eurasian Teal (two
pairs), five Grey Herons, at least
ten Common Snipe &the first
hirundines of the year: five or six
Barn Swallows and two Sand
Martins.  A Brimstone Butterfly
had been seen earlier in the day
when Wat Tyler held three
Common Buzzards, two
Mediterranean Gulls, a Bearded
Reedling and two Common Reed
Buntings. Male and female
Western Marsh Harriers were
also regularly seen here, often right
in front of the hides, flying along
the fleet.
A solitary Pied Avocet was at
Vange on the 6th, being joined
there by 51 Black-tailed Godwits,
five Common Redshanks, three
Common Greenshanks, three
Green Sandpipers and 26
Common Pochards. Next day at
Wat Tyler wildfowl included 12
each of Eurasian Teal and Tufted
Duck. Three Little Grebes, two
Common Kestrels and a Eurasian
Sparrowhawk were
noted.  Waders comprised two
Eurasian Oystercatchers, an Pied
Avocet, nine Black-tailed
Godwits, Eurasian Curlew, three
Common Greenshanks, a
Spotted Redshank and two Green
Sandpipers. The last three species
were all visible from the
Timberman’s Creek viewpoint, on a
rising tide. Two Mediterranean
Gulls continued to frequent the
scrape (at least two being seen
sporadically all month). Small birds
included a Bearded Reedling, a
Sedge Warbler and two Common
Reed Buntings (males).
A minimum of 200
Black-headed Gulls
were on the scrape on
the 9th, remaining all
month.  A Peregrine
Falcon was also noted.
A Brambling was a
surprise visitor to the
RSPB feeders on the
12th, when at least 20
Barn Swallows and a
Common House Martin
hunted over the scrape in the
cloudy, murky
conditions.  At least 20

Barn Swallows were also reported
from Vange on this date, with two
Bearded Reedlings, Sedge
Warbler, 11 Common Snipe and
two Common Greenshanks.
Common Snipe had increased to
15 on the 14th, accompanied by 20
Black-tailed Godwits, three Pied
Avocets and a single Common
Greenshank.
A Peregrine Falcon was seen
again at Wat Tyler on the 16th; two
Common Terns on the 19th had
joined the throng of gulls.  Also, on
this date, from the scrape, were
four Northern Shovelers (two
pairs), ten Tufted Ducks (nine
males and a female) and two
singing Sedge Warblers. Two
Common Terns noted from Vange
on this date may have been the
Wat Tyler birds; two Spotted
Redshanks and a Common
Greenshank also being seen.
Two Eurasian Reed Warblers
were reported on the 22nd (from
Vange), when four Spotted
Redshanks had been joined by 24
Black-tailed Godwits and six
Common Snipe.
Eurasian Reed Warblers had
made it back to Wat Tyler on the
26th, with at least two singing in
front of the hide. Three Common
Terns graced the scrape, among
the hordes of Black-headed
Gulls.  At least ten Barn Swallows
and eight European Goldfinches
used the telegraph wires to perch
upon, between bouts of flight.
Reported round at Vange were 13
Mute Swans, seven Common
Greenshanks and three Blacktailed Godwits. The 13 swans were
still here two days later; other
records included nine Common
Shelducks and two Common
Sandpipers. The dull, cold
conditions had brought a mixed
group of 50-plus Barn
Swallows and Common
House Martins to feed
over the water.
Common Kestrel
(David Saville)
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Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Tony Wells)
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